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The H«w T««r*s Visit of Ui« ffabbAlK fick*#I Visiter. 

To loved New England's quiet homes, 
And Sabbath groups of youth most dear, 

The Visiter, where'er it comes, 
Would come to wish a happy year. 

Six times its annual round gone o*er. 
Greeted by childhood's lienming eyes, 

Seeking the li^ht of truth to pour. 
And point where deathless pleasure lies. 

That blessed tank it would renew ; 

With this year's earliest Sabbath ray. 
Would turn tho^e youthful eyes to view 

Jesus, the light, the truth, the way. 

For truly blest are they alone. 
Who of the Savior think aright ; 

Whose willing hearts rejoice to own 
His easy yoke, and buiden light. 

Tis not the burst of thoughtless mirth. 
That s^peaks a soul at peace within ; 

Their happiness is better worth, 
Who taste the joys of pnrdoned sin. 

These joys, that not with fleeting years 
Shall pass away, O may ye gain. 

Children ot'Zion's prayers and tears, — 
Tije precious plants she loves to train. 
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Tlie fair enclosures of thy grace, 

Water, O God, with dews and showers ; 

And let bright beamings of thy face 

Perfect their pleasant fruits and flowers. 

Rear goodly trees of righteousness, 
Which, thine own planting, long shall stand, 

Thoise lovely hills and vales to bless, — 
The strength and glory of our land. 

Let this new year be richly crowned 

With mercy fbr the pilgrims' race; 
And all our rising youth be found 

A generation to thy praise. 

A. B. H. 



BZigl&teeii Hundred Tlilrtjr Nine. 

Teachers and parents! Another year of your labors and 
prayers is ended ! Its accounts are all sealed up for the 
judgment of the Great Day! Every tear you have shed, 
every effort you have made and every act of self-denial you 
have performed, for the salvation of the young, are all chron- 
icled in the Book that will then be opened. All self-indul- 
gence, too, and want of fidelity and prayer and faith, in this 
work of training the young for this life and that which is to 
come, are also recorded in that same Book of remembrance. 
If you have been unfaithful, though no tears, nor sighs, nor 
prayers, can recall what is past, yet you can redeem the time. 
This we are all exhorted to do: for, however faithfully any of 
us may have labored for the honor of God and the good of 
our fellow-men, we shall all, — as we sit down, at the opening 
of this new year to take a retrospect of that which is gone, — 
discover much time that has been misim proved — many defi- 
ciences to deplore. Let us evince the sincerity with which 
we deplore them, by a quickened zeal in our work for time to 
come. 

The past year, it will be remembered, opened upon many of 
our Sabbath schools most auspiciously. For several months, 
not a few of these schools presented scenes that must have 
awakened new joy even among the angels. Teachers were 
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greatly encouraged and quickened, as tliey saw, among their 
precious charge, the tear of penitence, and heard the song of 
dehverance ; and many a parent's heart was made to sing for 
joy, as he exclaimed, ** My child was dead, and is alive again ; 
he was lost, and is found." 

It is a solenm and very practical question. Shall the pretent 
year open as did the past? As {larents and teachers, yoti, per- 
haps, may instrumentally answer this question; and the 
interests of Zion, in all her varied enterprises to honor her 
King and hiess this sin distracted and ruined world, will be 
greatly affected by the character of this answer. How amaz- 
ing, then, is the responsibility that rests upon those who have 
the religious training of the young. If they be iaithful in their 
work, hundreds and even thousands of youth, in this State, 
may, the present year, be enlisted in the cause of Christ ; if 
unfaithful, these hundreds and thousands of youth may be con- 
firmed in their friendship to the god of this world. 

WilK not each teacher and pious parent, in view of this 
solemn consideration, aAer earnest prayer for guidance and 
aid, adopt as his own, the following resolution ? 

Resolved, That, with the divine assistance, I will so labor 
and pray for the salvation of those cununitted to my care as 
a parent or teacher, that, should they this year die in their 
sins, or continue to its close in impenitence, like the laitfaful 
watchman, /shall be clear of their blood. 



A Sterjr tor ihm If«w T««r. 

Altered from a London Tnct. 

" A happy new year to yoa," said James Brown to 
his school-feUow, Thomas Jones, as they met In their 
way to the Sabbath school. 

" The same to you," said Thomas, as he took James 
by the hand, and gave it a hearty shake. As they went 
on their way, they talked about the pleasures of the 
happy opening year, with light hearts and cheerful 
countenances. They then spoke about their weekly 
subject, which was to find out texts suitable for the new 
year. ** Have yuu many texts?" said James. ** I could 
not find a great number," replied Thomas, "it is rather 
a hard subject." Thus talking, they entered the school 
door. 



4 SABBATH SCHOOL VISITER. [Jan., 

Mr. Freeman, their teacher, was there before them. 
He soon after called upon his class to give an account 
of the weekly subject. He began it thus : *' My young 
friends, I like to see great attention paid to beginnings; 
snch as the beginning of life, the beginning of a day, 
the beginning of a year, and especially its first Sabbath. 
I hope you will now begin well; you recollect that I 
explained the subject to you last Sabbath, and I hope 
you have been attentive during the past week." 

Each one of the boys then opened his Bible, and some 
of the elder lads, who were able to write, had long strips 
of paper, on which they had put down the texts they had 
found out. 

James Brown began, by quoting Gen. 47: 9. ** Few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been.*' 

Teacher, Very well. Jacob was 130 years old when 
he said this; so short did his life seem when he looked 
back on it. It is well at the beginning of the year to 
think of this. 

Thomas Jones. Psalm 90 : 12. ''So teach us to 
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom," 

Teacher, An excellent prayer, Thomas, for all of 
us. You see Moses speaks of **days,'* not years: we 
only have a single day given us at a time. 

John Smith. 1 Cor. 7 : 29. ** The time is short.'* 

Teacher. May God incline our hearts to improve this 
truth ! 

William Adams. Prov. 27: 1. "Boast not thyself 
of to-morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may 
brin^ forth." 

Teacher. We cannot begin the year with a better 
thought than this: two of your school-fellows have died 
during the last year, and they began it as well in health 
as any of you. 

The other scholars then brought their texts, and I am 
happy to say that they did begin the year well. But I 
must just tell you what Mr. Freeman said, when they 
had finished. ** You see from the Bible how very frail 
we are, and that we do not know how soon we may die. 
Let every one ask, ' Am I fit to die?' Those are best 
fit to live who are best prepared to die. I fear some of 
you think it will be time enough by-and-by. This is a 
Bad mistake, and has ruined thousands of the young. 
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May God teach you now to apply your hearts to wisdom! 
Jesus is willing to receive you; he says, * Him that 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out.' What a 
happy first Sabbath of the year would this be to me, if I 
could hope that you, my dear boys, were this day in- 
duced to believe on Jesus Christ, and to begin a new 
life of holiness. ' Wilt thou not from this time cry on* 
to me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?' O 
may the Holy Spirit take of the things of Christ, and 
show them to you, and may this year, and every future 
year of your lives, be spent in the service, and to the 
glory of God!" 



Coai«iitm«at»— Am Allccorjr* 

The vine one day complained to heaven, with tears in 
her eyes, of the severity of her destiny, and envied the 
condition of the reed. "I am planted," said she, 
*' amidst parched rocks, and am obliged to produce 
fruits replenished with juice; whereas, in the bottom of 
the valley, the reed, which bears nothing but a dry 
shag) grows at his ease, upon the brink of the water." 
A voice replied from above, *' Complain not of thy lot. 
AutumA is coming on, when the reed shall perish with- 
out honor on the borders of the marsh; but the rain of 
the skies will seek theo out on the mountains, and thy 
fruits, matured on the rocks, shall one day cheer the 
heart of man." Vince of Mature, 



HM. Olunaplon's aeeoumt or Inluiblta&t« of Cape Tovm. 

Gtnant, mh Aug,, 1837. 

To the children of Rey. Mr. Clarke's eongregation, Bturbridge, Mass. :— 

Dear Children, — I have never seen you as you as- 
semble each Sabbath in your Sabbath school; but just be- 
fore leavii^ America, I attended a Missionary meeting in 
Sturbridge. I then promised the lady of your beloved 
pastor to write you something about the heathen. I have 
now been in this country a year,and can tell you many 
things, some to make you sad, and many which I hope will 
influence you to do all you can for the poor heathen: you 
know there are many besides those in Africa. But I saw 

VOL. VII. 1* 



6 SABBATH SCHOOL TisiTE a. [Jan., 

many heathen before I reached this country. I think 
you would like to hear about them. 

Well, stop a little at Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, 
which you know is the south-west point of Africa. Cape 
Town is a city not so large or so neat as Boston. The 
houses are mostly white, with flat roofs, and the streets 
are full of people from various nations. Beside Eng- 
lish, Dutch, French, Germans, &c., there are many 
other people, who are heathen. Malays, from the Ma- 
layan Peninsula in India beyond the Ganges; Mala- 
gash, from Madagascar, which you will see is an island 
east of Africa; Mozambiques, — Mozambique you will 
find opposite Madagascar on the African coast; slaves, 
original I)' from Western Africa; Hottentots and Bush- 
men. The 6rst four are black like the negroes you see 
in America, though the Malays have better features. 
The first three are Mohammedans, and will not permit 
their children to receive instruction. They treat them 
very cruelly, and you cannot enter that part of the city 
where they dwell, without having your heart ache at the 
scenes you witness there. 

The slaves are many of them becoming Mohamme- 
dans, and assume the conical hat or red turban. Those 
who have not embraced the religion of the false prophet, 
love to have their children instructed; still I have seen 
them treat their children very cruelly. 

The Hottentots are not black, but have a yellow com- 
plexion, like a faded oak leaf in winter. Their featurea 
are ugly, — high cheek bones, sunken eyes, flat noses, 
thick lips. They are of small stature, exceedingly filthy 
in their habits, and lazy to a proverb. Before the Eng- 
lish took possession of the Cape, the Hottentots were 
treated very cruelly by the Dutch people, who said they 
had no souls, and were much lower in the scale of be- 
ing than their cattle. They gave them no instruction; 
and had you been at Cape Town at that time, you would 
have seen the following singular inscription over the 
church door: " Dogs and Hottentots not permitted to en- 
ter,** But the English sent missionaries among them, 
and a station was formed at Bethelsdorp, a few miles 
from Algoa Bay, which you will find about east from 
Cape Town, on the opposite coast. Here the children 
have been taught to read; many have become good, and 
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have grown up to fear and love God, and appear to serve 
him with their whole hearts. Every Saturday you will 
£nd the children with their mothers at the river; they 
sit naked while their mothers wash their clothes, for 
they have only a single garment. On the Sabbath they 
come clean to the Sabbath school, and look very happy 
while they repeat their catechism and hymns. Some of 
them sing very beautifully. The Hottentots, I think, 
are more cruel than any of the heathen I have 
seen. You know little children are very fond of play ; 
but the Hottentot children, until they can run about by 
themselves, are made to sit entirely still. If their moth- 
ers look at them, they dare not stir. I have seen them, 
sit upon the floor all day long, and not stir hand or foot; 
if they did, they were severely beaten, and compelled 
to be motionless. Do you wonder they grow up such 
stupid men and women ? The Bushmen are said to be 
below the Hottentots; I have seen but two or three. 
Their stature is dwarfish; and their form and features 
awkward and ugly in the extreme. I should have told 
you the Bushmen are now dwelling among the other 
tribes of natives, so that they receive religious instruc- 
tion from the Missionaries. Some are hopefully pious, 
and all seem anxious to learn. O that none of them 
may have occasion to rise up in the Judgment against 
the children of America, because they believed not on 
the Son of God, — -did not love that precious Savior who 
died to save them! 

Affectionately your friend, 

SasAif B. Champion. 

[to Ba OOHTlirUBIK] 



S«ir Gov«mm«iii« 



If parents would not trust a child upon the back of a 
wild horse without bit or bridle, let them not permit him 
to go forth into the world unskilled in self-government. 
If a child is passionate, teach him, by gentle and patient 
means, to curb his temper. If he is greedy, cultivate 
liberality in him. If he is selfish, promote generosity. 
If he is sulky, charm him out of it, by encouraging frank 
good humor. If he is indolent, accustom him to exer- 
tion, and train him so as to perform even onerous duties 
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with alacrity. If pride comes io to make his obedience 
reluctant, subdue him, either by counsel or discipline. 
In short, give your children the habit of overcoming 
their besetting sins. Let theqa feel that they can over- 
come temptation. Let them acquire from experience 
that confidence in themselves which gives security to 
the practised horseman, even on the back of a high- 
strung steed, and they will triumph over the difficulties 
and dangers which beset them in the path of lifo. 

Fireside Education. 



FMalljr Kxercita tor Saturday Bvenlni^. 

Mr. Bullard, — ^While on a visit to some of my friends 
in the vicinity of your city, I was much pleased with the 
manner in which the family were in the habit of spending 
Saturday evening. It was as follows. Supper being end- 
ed, after a short interval, each individual, with Bible and 
Question Book in hand, is seated around the cheerful 
hearth. One of the older members puts the questions 
from the book, to each of the children, commencing with 
the youngest, and the parents make any remarks by 
way of explanation, which may occur to them, so as to 
render the lesson plain to the comprehension of each 
one present. Then the parents put the questions of the 
lesson, with various original questions, to the older 
members. Afler this a short portion of the Scriptures 
is read, some favorite hymn, with which all are fa* 
miliar, is sung, and a prayer is offered by the father. 

I have written the above, not as a pattern to be fol- 
lowed by every family, for the diversity of our circum- 
stances would render this impossible; but my chief 
design is, to call up the subject to the attention of those 
parents who manifest but. little interest in the spiritual 
well-being of their offspring. That this exercise is a 
proper preparation for the Sabbath, is the testimony of 
many, who have tried it. What exercise better calcu-* 
lated to draw off our affections from the things of time 
and sense, to calm the mind distracted by worldly cares, 
and fit it for hearenly meditation upon the holy Sabbath? 

But I have another object in presenting this subject. 
Almost every teacher is often exceedingly tried, by find- 
ing one or more of his scholars usually unprepared on 
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the lesson. To remedy this evil, let all parents tak« 
that interest in the instruction of their children, which 
would lead them to call their children together every 
Saturday evening, and examine them in the lesson for 
the following Sabbath. Facts show, that most children 
would not only be greatly interested in the family exer- 
cise, if rightly conducted, but also more 6rmly attached 
to their class in the Sabbath school. Teachers, also* 
would be greatly encouraged by the evidence that tho- 
roughly prepared lessons would give them, that parents^ 
were sympathizing and cooperating with them, in their 
labors to promote the salvation of the young. Will not. 
every parent, who may chance to read the above, make 
the experiment? A Teachkb. 



Mtmuu €»mfMd fir ih» CtUkmtwn ^ ih» B^ptiH SMftott SdkMl, Ptrltea^ JtJg 

40, 1638. 

There is a sound on every breeae, 

A language all around, 
We hear it in the stirring trees, 

And from the verdant ground ; 
That still, small voice is every where, 

Like music from above? 
Air, earth and sea, — the voice is there ; 

It whispers, God {§ love. 

Their leaves, the simple flowerets spread 

In perfume to the sky ; 
Cro, listen at their dewy bed. 

That one soA 4'oioe is I)y« 
With plumed wing, the little bird 

Sings in die sheltering greve, 
And in that song the voice is heard ; 

It says. Our Ood is love. 

O, may that voice, in •childhood^s days. 

Within our hearts be found ; 
O, may we join that hymn of praise, 

That springs from all around.; 
And tlius on «arth begin the song, 

Now heard in heaven above, 
Where ever bow the white-robed throog, 

And singy Our God is love. E. O. & 
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'Fh» good old man o^ 79 — ^Rememlmknce of bis ForemUi* 

A few years since, I was called to visit an old man 
of 78 years, in the last stages of life. He had little or 
nothing of this world's «oods. His wife, but a few years 
before, he had laid in the grave. I found him lying on 
his bed, pale, emaciated, and racked with bodily pain. 
*' I have got most through with this world," said he; 
*' soon I shall be an inhabitant of eternity. What a 
dream this life is! Young people think that 70 years 
is a great while; but I can tell them it is like a dream 
when one awaketh. It is soon spent; and if they 
have not something more than this world, then, to sup- 
port them, they will be very miserable. I don't know 
what I could do now, — an old man just leaving the world, 
and going into eternity, if I had not long ago sought and 
obtained an interest in Christ. In Christ I find some- 
Ihing to comfort me now, when the world fails to give 
support. In my body I have^ain, in my mind great 
peace in believing in Christ. I can truly say, * None 
but Christ, none but Christ.' " 

Many such expressions as these did he utter. He 
looked very solemn, conversed a great deal about death, 
about heaven and hell; about God and the Savior. 
But he was not gloomy. He was calm and happy. To 
die, he felt would be to him gain; for to live had been 
to him Christ. Though poor, yet he was rich, dying 
surrounded by all the comforts this world could give, 
and cheei^d and comf(»rted by the prospect of soon in- 
heriting all the bliss of heaven. 

He was the son of pious parents. His father was a 
clergyman, of devoted piety, and of eminent pulpit tal- 
ents, who lived in Connect4cut nearly a century ago. 
His mother was the sister of the founder of Dartmouth 
College, an intelligent and very godly woman, who 
spared no pains to train up this her youngest child in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. To the piety 
and faithful instructions of his parents, he often alluded 
when well, when sick, and when dying, with the most 
heartfelt gratitude. " O, how much," he would say, 
"do I, under God, owe to my pious father and mother, for 
what, by the grace of God, I am. Their prayers for 
me were answered long after they were dead. I can 
never bo grateful enough that I had praying parents^ 
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who SO early dedicated me to (rod in baptism; and who 
did so much to impVess upon my mind, in early childhood, 
the great truths of the Bible. I wanted to forget these 
truths, but 1 could not. I tried to disbelieve them, but 
this I could not do. My father and mother were con' 
sistent Christians. What they taught, they believed^ and 
so adtd out before me, that 1 might as well deny my own 
existence, as to deny the truth ^ what they taught. It 
set^ms but yesterday, that I sat by my mother, and lis- 
tened to her instructions, and saw her tears, when she 
urged me to love and obey God.'* 

Expressions like these, I often heard him utter in his 
last sickness. He thought if he ever entered heaven, it 
would, by the grace of God, be owing very much to -the 
prayers and early instructions of his pious parents, 
whose memory was very dear to him, even at the close 
of a life of 78 years. 

KBri.SCTIOX9 FOR CHILDRBIT AND PARXNTf. 

Children! have you pious parents? have they dedi- 
cated you to God? Do they daily pray for you and with 
you at the family altar and in secret? You cannot be> 
too grateful to God for such parents. But this blessing 
you may abuse, as a great many children have done. 
How many children have made light of the pious coun- 
sels and prayers and tears of their pious parents, and 
have gone down to a miserable eternity, to bewail their 
guilt and folly and eternal ruin. If any of you, my read- 
ers, have pious parents, I hope and pray that you will, 
without delay, manifest your gratitude, by repenting of 
all your sins, by believing, loving, and obeying Christ. 
Then, like that good old man, should you live to be 
old, 70U will love to think about your pious parents; and 
during eternal ages you wilt love to think that they so 
early dedicated you to God, and taught you that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

But perhaps some of you )iave no praying parents. 
Will you not then pray for yourselves and them too? 
How anxious should you be to dedicate yourselves to 
God, lest you perish with them in your sins! 

Parents ! what are you doing to lead your children to 
remember you with gratitude in a dying hour, and 
through eternity? Are you praying parents? Have 
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you dedicated your children to God? Are you training 
them up in the way they should go? Are you consistent 
Christians? Can you die in peace, if this is not your 
character? The richest legacy you can leave to your 
children is that of consistent, devoted piety, so exhib- 
ited as to make on the minds of your children an im- 
pression never to be effaced, that the religion of the Bible 
ft a glorious reality, — a reality they mtut experience, er be 
eternally mistrable. 

More about the good old miro next month. 

C iji» S. 



'WonderCwl resalte fironA an Immlile effort* 

** The Missionary's Farewell ; valedictory services of the Rev. John 
Williams, previous to his departure for the Sooth Seas, &c.,** is the 
title ofa book of nnasoal interest Mr. Williams, in his address, on 
that thrilling occasion, gave the following account of his conversion: 

''It is now about twenty-four years ago, since, as a stripling 
youth, a kind female friend invited me to come into this 
place of worship. I have the door in my view at the'present 
moment at wljich I entered, and 1 have all the circumstances 
of that important era in my history vividly impressed upon 
my mind ; and 1 have in my eye, at this instant, the particular 
upot on which 1 took my seat. 1 have a dit<tiiict iniprt^ssion 
of the powerful sermon that was that evening preached, by 
the excellent Mr East, now of Binningliam. * * * He 
Cook for his text one of the most impressive portions of in- 
spired writ, * What is a man profited if he sluill gain the whole 
world, and losn his own Fonl ? or, what shall a man give iii 
exchange for bis soul ?*. God was pleased, in his own gracious 
providence, to influence my mind at that time so powerfully, 
that 1 forsook all my worldly companions, and became a 
teacher in the Sabbath school connected with this place. 
Many a Sabbath afterwards did I sit upon the form now in 
my night, with my class, and impart that knowledge to them, 
which God in his gracious goodness had given to me. 

''And just before my departure, when 1 lefl my beloved 
country in the first instance, a congregation, of course not so 
dense as that now convened,, was brought together, and I ad- 
dressed them from a little pulpit or desk that was placed in 
the centre of the school ; and the dear children hung upon 
my lips with very, very great delight 

"My dear Christian friends, little did that female friend who 
took me by the hand, and conducted nie to this place of wor- 
ship at tliat time, Httte did she imagine what would be the 
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result of her kind effort* O friends, what mofnentous con- 
sequences in the providence of God are poised upon compar- 
atively insignificant incidents ! Little did she imagine that 
that v^ould be an evening sacred to the memory, not only of 
herself, but to thousands of God^s dear people. Little did she 
imagine that that was the beginninj^ of all the wonderful 
events that have followed since that important night. But it 
shows us what may be done for God by comparatively insig- 
nificant persons, persons who are of no note in the Christiflu 
church. It shows us that we ought to attempt to do some- 
thing for God ; that there is no person so insignificant as not to 
be able to accomplish some great and important good. Now, 
suppose every person present were to make some such reso- 
lution as this, < In the course of the present year, and under this 
event, memorable by that resolution, I will endeavor to bring 
at least one friend under the sound of the gospel' You may 
be the means of bringing forth a missionary for Jesus Christ ; 
at least you may be the means of winning a soul to Christ ;. 
and this will be ample compensotiou for any efibrt you may 
make, or any labor you may bestow." 



Houseliold Consecration. 

We know that, in several congregations, a special attention 
has been given to this subject, and it has been attended with 
most delightful results. We call the attention of all our read- 
ers who are parents to it. We ask them, if they have consid- 
ered as thoroughly as they ought, the solemn vows they made, 
when they consecrated their children to God. Have you 
taught your children the meaning of that consecration ? Have 
you carried into your household consecration tlie spirit of your 
vows. — JVew-York Kvangditi. 



Aflbetinn Itefttev* 

This letter,, tiioagli not written for the public eye, we have obtained permie* 
■ion to DubHsb. 

Dear Sir, — ^We were called, some three or four 
inontbs stnce, to expertenee «n ftilicting dispensation 
of divine providence, in the deatk of a very dear daugh- 
ter, aged twelve and a half years. We had thought we 
could sympathize with parents in the death of their chil- 
dren; and, while watching at her bedside, and expect* 
ing her dissolution, we had thought we could meet tlxe 

* To aseertain what the result has been, we commend to the attention of the 
reader, " The Missionary's Farewell,*' and " Missionary Enterprises," by 
Mr. Williams ; both for sale at the Depository of the Mass. S. S. Society, No. 
13, Cornhill, Boston. 
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event with composure; but experience has taught us 
that we knew not of what spirit we were. She was a 
lovely child, and the parting was a sore trial, although 
we have no doubt that our loss is her eternal gain, and 
that she is now with her Savior. We had no occasion, 
for a long time, to reprove her for any misdemeanor; 
but it seemed to be her desire to do right, and to make 
others happy. She loved her Sabbath school; and but 
few Sabbaths since she was two and a half years old, 
has her seat in the school been seen vacant. No time was 
more pleasant to her, than when preparing her lesson, 
and noplace more inviting than the Sabbath school; and 
it was her desire often expressed, that all children might 
enjoy its privileges. 

Two or three years since, I promised her, that if she 
would earn and save Jive dollars, I would add another 
five, and make her a Life Member of your Society. She 
immediately engaged in it with ardor; and in a1)out one 
year she brought me her five dollars. But before I ful- 
filled my promise, she was called to enter, as we trust, 
upon her eternal life membership in heaven. We wish, 
however, that her little fund may be appropriated to your 
society, as she desired, and therefore propose to make 
her little sister, Laura A. W. Capron, whom she dearly 
loved, a Life Member of the Mass. S. S. Society in her 
stead. 1 accordingly, enclose ten dollars for that pur- 
pose, with the prayer, that it may do all the good she 
could have desired it to do. 

Yours affectionately, 

Uxbridge, J^ov. 27th, 1838. Wm. C. Caprow. 



The Abandoned Orpban. 

** CoDvereatioDs on Canada,** a book recently published by the Mass. 
8. 8. Society, contains the follawing extract from the joarnal of Rev. 
Mr. Cbapin, pastor of the chnrchea of Granby and Shefibrd, Lower 
Canada. * 

** Spent the night with Mr. D ; found here an in- 
telligent child five years old, whose history deeply af- 
fected me. She had come on from beyond Sherbrooke 
eighty miles on foot, with a traveling company of emi- 
grants. Her mother is dead, and her father abandoned 
her, leaving her with a girl of infamous character. 
When her mother was buried, as they had no boards in 
(he settlement, they split a log and put up two side 
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pieces in the grave, dropped her in, laid another half 
log on top, and covered her up. 

** When this wearied, worn-out and forsaken little 
suflTerer reached Granby, she was scarce able to go, her 
hard nail-fastened shoes were a gore of blood. It had 
dropped from her feet and dried in her shoes when I 
saw them. When on the road, almost unable to stand, 
she was tied to a chest on a small hand-cart. The boys 
would run with her. Sometimes she fell oflT. She was 
taken by Mr. D. in a needy plight, and transferred to a 
relative where I saw her. And when I saw the kind and 
pious Mrs. D. lay her down at night, in a little neat bed on 
the floor, and imprint an affectionate kids upon her cheek, 
and heard the happy child say, * Now I lay me down to 
sleep,' and ' Our Father, who art in heaven,' 1 thought 
indeed God was good to the orphan, that his love for 
little children was infinitely more parental than that of 
father and mother. It carried me back to the scene 
when ray own dear mother taught me the same lines, the 
first I ever knew. As I knelt down in our evening devo- 
tions, I could not but bless God, and more implicitly 
believe that not a sparrow falls to the ground without 
his eye." 

Bernard's three Questions are worth asking our- 
selves in any enterprise: 

I. Is IT LAWFUL? May I do it, and not sin? 

II. Is IT BECOMING ME AS A CHRISTIAN? May I do 

it, and not wrong my profession ? 

III. Is IT expedient? May I do it, and not ofiend 
my weak brother? 



iMtcrestfaiil 8cem«a« 

At the meeting of the Suffolk Conference, in November, 
the ftev. Mr. Adams of the Union Church, Essex street, in giv- 
ing an account of the state of religion anK>ng his people, men- 
tioned several facts of great interest Among the twenty-nine 
who have made a public profession, since the last conference, 
eight or ten were daughters of members of the church, from 
14 to 18 years of age ; and he had seen no members of the 
church who appeared better. 
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Mr. A« said there bad been some interesting scenes in the 
luiptism of children. One mother, whose husband was not 
friendly, brought a family of six children. One of these, a 
little boy four years old, excited much interest About a 
fortnight afler he received the seal of the covenant, he was 
taken away by the scarlet fever. He had never seen greater 
or more joyful resignation on the part of a. parent, lowing 
from the consolations of the covenant, than was exhibited by 
this l)ereaved mother. 

A member of his church, who resided in a neighboring 
toivn, was recently killed on the railroad. His widow brought 
their infant child for baptism. The last subject of conversa- 
tion between the husband and wife, on the day that he was 
killed, was respecting the baptism and name of this child. He 
wished it to be called David Brainerd. According to this 
wish, the child was named David Brainerd. In answer to 
the desire of parental piety, may this child attain the moral 
stature and exhibit the enlarged benevolence and ardent piety 
of him whose name he bears ! 



Tontlifal Sclf-DcnSiii mxkd. Benevolence* 

A small Sabbath school connected wkb a church in New 
York, during that year of great pecuniary pressure, raised ttco 
hundred dollars for the promotion of the cause of Christ 
Among the scholars who contributed towards this noble sum, 
was one, whose self -denial^ for the sake of doing good, was 
almost without a parallel. A little girl, whose mother worked 
out as a day laborer and gave her one penny a day with 
which to purchase her daily bread, saved from this mere pit* 
tance, one seventh part of her living, or one penny a week, till 
she had collected fiAy cents. And all this, from her extreme 
penury, like the poor widow whom Christ commended, she 
cast into the treasury of the Lord ! And her self-denial and 
l>enevolence, like the widow's two-mites, we trust, will be re* 
membered in heaven. 

In view of this fact, we would inquire, where is the child 
or youth — ^yea, where is the adxiU Christian who can now say 
he has ever made jKlf-denial that he might have the means of 
doing good? 
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DeaAli mt m 01iU4» tif MlTatt«A mt m Vmmdlj. 

Several years ago, said the Rev. Mr. G^ I was called to 
attend the funeral of a child Jive years of age. She had sick- 
ened and died suddenly. The father 1 knew not, except that 
he was an infidel. This child had attended my Sabbath 
school, and she had left behind some interesting conversation 
with several members of the church. This, after the chil4 
had died, was communicated to the bereaved mother for her 
consolation. At the funeral, the mother appeared more deeply 
interested in the subject of her own salvation than that of the 
loss of her child. The next Sabbath this ftimily were at my 
meeting and requested prayers that their affliction might be 
sanctified. Tbey continued to attend meeting Sabbath after 
Sabbath, and on the fifth Sabbath, the father became hope- 
fully pious. Soon after this his wife became pious, and then 
a sister and then a young lady residing in the fiimily ; and the 
lather, mother, sister, and young lady, all, on the same Sabbath, 
made a public profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ That father is now a pillar in the church. This great 
change in that family was produced instrumentally by the 

ihofihaiiMd! 

Who will say this dear child lived and died in vain ? Will 
not many an aged Christian have fewer gems to brighten their 
crowns of rejoicing, than will this babe jn Christ ? ** That lift 
is Umg that answers life's great end." 



Re-rlirmls taatoug tike T«i 

It Will be encouraging to the friends of Sabbath schools 
and to all the friends of Zion, to learn that there are several 
places, in our State, where there is more than usual religious 
interest among the young. 

On the 18tb of November, (^e youth, under 17 years of age, 
and all members of one family, were propounded for admission 
to the Rev. Mr. Harding's church, EaH Medway, Some ^e 
or six more youth are indulging hope, and others are in a state 
of inquiry. This interest is confined mostly to the Sabbath 
school and to the young. 

An interesting revival has been in progress, the last four 
or five months, in Rev. Mr. Jackson's society, West Andover. 
The first inquiry meeting was held the first Sabbath in Sep- 
tember, at which eleven were present. The number of at- 
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tendants increased from week to week till it. amounted to 60 
or 70. Some ihirly or foHy are indulgiog the hope that they 
have passed from death unto life. These are between the 
ages of tweWe and twenty-five or thirty, mostly under twenty* 
five. This work, which has been very gradual and silent, has 
Iwen almost entirely confined to the Sabhaih tdiool and to tht 
tkUdren iif (he church. In several families most of the chil- 
dren, two and four in a family, are indulging hope. 

In June last, a very promising young man, in the 1st parish, 
JVeufteny was killed with lightning, while at work. This pro- 
duced a deep impression on the minds of the young peo- 

e throughout the society. Soon after, from twenty to 
thirty, in different parts of the congregation, began to meet 
their pastor for personal conversation on the subject of reli- 
gion ; and they have continued so to do to the present time. 
Fifleen or twenty are indulging hope, eight of whom belong 
to the SabbaOigckooL 

There has also been some interest on the subject of religion 
among the young in Mitton and in South Dennis, but we have 
not the means of giving particulars. Parents and teachers ! 
shall it not be our fervent prayer that the present may be a 
year of the right hand of the Most tligh ? 



Purentel Autlkorltj. 

Parenti are under the most iolemn obligationt to innH on the o&io- 
lute and unconditional obedience and submission of their children. 

The anthority of parents is delegated to them by God himself, to be 
exercised for the good of their children; and no parent can neglect the 
proper exercise of this authority, when necessary to secare obedience and 
submission, without exposing himself to sorrow and trouble in this life, 
and without greatly endangering the interests of his own soul, and the 
souls of his children, for eternity. 

Filial obedience b enjoined by a positive command of God. A vio- 
lation of that command, if unrepented of, will as certainly exclude the 
soul from heaven, as a violation of tho sixth or eighth command. What 
a motive then, for the parent, especially for the pious parent, to nso all 
the authority with which God has invested him, to prevent the violation 
of that command, — ^to secure obedience ! If the parent does not do thia, 
will he not be accessory to the sins of his children ? Would parental 
tenderness deter the parent from exercising his authority to save bii 
children from the guilt of theft or murder? Bat disobedience to 
parents is as certainly ruinous to the soul. 

Look at the domesUe trials of David. ' See him fleeiM ibr h» life. 
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from a rabel ion, who teeka the paternal throne at the price of a fa- 
ther'a blood! We toam the eaoae of these MTere trialt in what it aaid 
of Adonijab, another rebel ion, who alio had exalted himself to be a 
king, and nsarped the throne in fab fitther's old age. " Hi$ father had 
noi dufitaud him at any fo'iiM, in Baying^ Why ha$i thou done wV* 
8oeh indulgence never did, it never caB» seenre filial respect, love and 
obedienee. 

And look at the awfol jodgments sent' npon £11, and all hb fiunily, 
in eon$eqtience of his neglecting the exercise of parental aothority. His 
eons '* were the sons of Belial.'* They made themselves vile, and the 
father restrained them not. ** Their sins were very great before the 
Lord," and they called for the most vigorons and severe exercise of 
jfiarental anthority. Instead of lliis, the indulgent father, when he heard 
of their vile conduct, mildly says, " Why do yon sacb things ? for I 
bear of yoor vile doings by all this people. Nay, my sons; for it is no 
good report I hear.'* 

This afflicted father, for his cmel lenity, must not only soffer by 
aeeing his sons making themselves vile ; hot he mast be pained to the 
verj heart by a message from God, that his sons are to be slain by the 
•word, at a judgment upon himtelf, for not restraining them from 
sin. And to make his afflictk)n still more severe and intolerable, he 
is told that this inkinity of his hoose shall not be purged with sacrifice 
or offering for ever! O, with what bitterness of sonl mnst the father 
reflect, that bis own indulgence had not only caused " men,** by the 
ains he had neglected to restrain, **lo abhor the offering of the Lord;" 
bnt had also caused the premature and violent death and everlastuog 
rain of hb children! 

How different wookl be the state of many fiunilies, now scenes of 
nnhappiness, confusion and discord, were parental authority strictly 
maintained! Where do we find the happiest families, — the most ailbe- 
tionate and dutiful children ? We answer, where the most perfect and 
unconditional submbsion to parental anthority b maintained. Indul- 
gence at die expense of anthority always begets dbrespect and insub- 
ordination. Why do so many parents of the present day affect to 
lightly esteem, or even ridicule the advice of the wbe king of Israel, — 
advice given, too, under the specbl gnidance of the Holy Spirit 
*' Correct thy son and he shall give thee rest ; yea, he shall give delight 
unto thy soul. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell.** With what eloquence will these passages enable 
parents to describe to their children the reasons why they insbt on their 
obedience. They can show them, that, however trying to parental 
affection, they must restrain them from sin and dbobedience, or break 
themselves the commands of God, and incur hb awful displeasure and 
judgments. 
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We have been led to make these remarka, from a strong convktioa 
that family government is greatl/ declining in New England. Popular 
school teachers have assured ns, that it is far more difficnit to govern 
their schools and socnre the obedience of their scholars than it used to 
be fifteen or twenty years ago. And they aoooont for this on the gronnd 
that children are not governed at home. 

The banefal inflaence upon the community, of a dedine in iamily 
government, we may speak of at a fntare time. 



Maauserlpte for tl&e Mass. B» B. Soetetjr. 

The Mass. S. S. Society, through its Pvblicaiiont, is exerting an 
extensive, increasing, and, it is believed, a very salntary inflaenee. As 
this influence will, no doubt, continue to increase from year to year, H 
|S highly important that these publications possess an elevated literary 
and religious character. In order to secure this, and also to secure a 
suitable narieiy in the character, style and subject of the books, it is 
desirable that the varied talents of many different literary gentlemen and 
ladies be enlisted. A pastor, or instructor in a college, or other seminary 
of learning, or a literary female, could hardly turn a part of the leisure 
hours they may command to a better account, than by preparing books 
ibr this Society. The influence of such labor will extend throughont 
our land; yea rnore^ it will extend to many of the Missu>nary stations 
among the heathen. 

Manuscripts are wanted, adapted to persons of all ages, from the little 
ones in the infant class, to the most advanced and intelligent members 
of our churches; for the schools in Massachusetts, and very generally 
in New Ilngland, embrace this variety of age and intelligence. W« 
reject, as altogether behind the age, and as exhibiting great ignorance 
of the wants of our schools, the views of those who would exclude 
from our libraries all books not adapted, in character, size, style or 
subject, to the circumstances of childhood and youth. Although 
the books generally should be amall in size, and perhaps the larger 
portion of them adapted to the circumstances of the young; yet some 
of them should contain nourishmem suitable for the souim^, culHvaiedt 
mature mind. 

Manuscripts, to facilitate their examination by the Committee, and to 
prevent mistakes, should be written in a fair and open band; and sp»> 
cia] attention should be given to Proper Names, and to punctuation; 
and there should be left a liberal margin. 

Most of the publishing of this Society is done during the antnmn, 
winter and spring. 

The usual compensation allowed for Manuscripts is 60 cents per 
page, 18mo., reckoning 82 lines of long primer type for a page, and to 
be paid six months after the MS. is published. 
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Report 9t the Gen. Protestaitt Episcopal 8« S* Vnloa* 

We have recently received the Foarth Triennial Report of the Gene- 
ral Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, which was presented at 
tlje meeting of the Society, held in Philadelphia, September 7) 1838. 
This Society embraces, we believe, most, if not all the schools in the 
United States, connected with this denomination. 

From the report it appears, that the whole number of works pub- 
lished by the Union, exclusive of books of instrnction and periodicals, 
is one hundred and forty-five; of which one hundred are boond 
Tolnines. The number published during the last three years, in- 
dependently of periodicals, is sixty-tix» Of these, one is a Cate- 
chism, and two are Question Books, one on Matthew^s gospel and the 
other on the Acts. These books, and those that will hereaAer he 
pabli^hed by this Union, will doubtless soon become the only text -books 
used in the schools connected with this denomination ; and most, if not 
all the difTerent denominations in the country, have adopted the same 
plan of providing their own respective books of instruction. This pliin 
enables each denomination to teach their children in the Sabbath school 
the entire system of religions truth, as it is understood by each, with 
the same freedom and directness that it is taught from the pulpit 

The receipts of the Depository, during the last three years, from do- 
nations and collections, sales and merchandize, and subscriptiona to 
periodicals, amounted to $42,796 48. 

In June, 1887, the Board adopted the measure of establishing Dk>ce- 
san Depositories, so as to bring the publications of the Union within 
easy reach of all their schools throughout the country. This meaaare 
has been carried into edect to aome extent, and with the promise of 
mach good to the Society. 

A new «erie8 of The Sunday School Visiter, published by tbli 
Union at New York, is to be commenced the present month, under the 
title of The Journal of Religious Eiueaiioni or The Family and 
Sunday School Visiter. The report oontaiaa no statbtics of the nnm-< 
her of schools or scholari connected with the Union, 



Sabbatli jBclfcool Public MeetlnSf Bostom. 

A public meeting of the Boston Sabbath School Union was held at 
the Park street church, on Monday evening, the 10th of Dec. last. 
There was a very good attendance of parents, teachers, scholars, and 
/Dtber friends of the cause. Addresses were made by Rev. Mr. Lam<r 
ton, of Brighton, Rev. Mr. Crosby, of Chfirlestown, and Rev. Mr, A4< 
WDM, of Boston. 



92 SABBATH SCHOOL TISITEB. [J^H*, 

Mr. Lamson, in hU remarks, pn*8ented a view of the prospective 
results of Sabbath schools, showing their influence on human society 
and human salvation, closing with an exhortation for all to lend to this 
institution their hearty cooperation. 

Mr. Adams addressed the children and youth, giving them advice on 
the subject of good moraU and good manners. He illustrated and en- 
forced, in a very beautiful and impromive manner, the following par- 
Ucnlars, which the young ought to observe. 1. Mind your parents. 
2. Fear a lie. 3. Be kind to one another. 4. Be respectful; — and 
closed with a description of a new heart. 

Mr. Crosby, in bis remarks, showed that the influence of the family 
at home, and the influence of the teacher with his class, are two 
causes which operate more directly, if not more powerfully, than any 
others, to determine the character of our Sabbath schools. The first 
of these has not received the degree of attention that it merits. Every 
thing is said to the teacher, to induce hiin to be faithful, while the 
influence of the family is too much overlooked. He noticed some of 
the points of contact, where the family operates decidedly on the Sab- 
bath school. 1. Through its government 2. Through the cultivation 
of the natural aflfections. 8. Through its general domestic arrange- 
ments. 4. Tbrough its general influence and example. He mentioned 
two essential pre-requisites to successful teaching. 1. A right under- 
standing of the moral state of the heart 2. Of the position the parent 
and teacher occupy towards the child. 

We may, hereader, give some extracts from these addresses. 



Notiees of New PnbUcailoiM bj ibe Soelety. 

The Truant Boy: 82 pp., 82mo., with an engraving. This nar- 
rative was published a few years since by the Society, in <*Tbe Tales 
of Intemperance;** and every one who reads it will say with ns, that 
it deserves to be published in a book by itself, in the neat and beaatiful 
style in which it now appears. Paients, and the teachers in oar com- 
mon schools, as well as truant boys, will find in it a lesson for them. 

Wise Sayings roR the Youno: 48 pp., 82mo., with an en- 
graving of Wisdom, >vith a palm in her right hand, and a crown of glory 
jn her left. <* Hoping to interest and bencflt the young,*' says the editor, 
in the preface, " I have selected and arranged, in this little book, under 
twenty* 6ve different heads, such of the wise sayings of Solomon, as 
seem to be most appropriate to children and youth. Take this little 
book, youthful reader, and treasure up its precepts in thy heart, and 
practise them in thy life, and ' when thou goest, thy steps shall not be 
•traiteoed; and when thoa rooDest, thoa thalt not stamble.* 



>» 
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Naibativi roH¥ouTHFiri.Ii(ftriHEK*: S2|>p., >2ina., wilb 
an engraving, reprMenling lh« aQbjecl or (be uimtive ptrteying with 
Umplalton. Thi« book 19 divided into Ihrea *borl cbaplGn. 1. Griev- 
ing tl<e Spirit 2. Tbs Spirit departed. S. The Spirit retarnod. Tbii 
Dsrrative, a part of which appeared in tbe Viaiter, conlaina a moat aol- 
emn warning to iboM jiaulh with wbiim the Spirit ofGod W atriving. 
We think pwtora will End ha aaitablebooh locircDiale in times of ae- 
rionanosa, and eapeciaitj amung the jonng. 

TtiB pLiTCHBB Pamilz: 64 pp. 82iiK>., illnatratad bj two m- 




Aif HI Alleu ; pp. S2, SSina. with (wo engravinga. 

Sad Days Bbiohtimiii kv BircnTAHCE: pp. 82, B2uio. 
omamented with an engraving iUnatnliie of a verj' melting acane in 
tbe book. 

Thoae three liule boohi are b; the Mtne anthor, who vrill, we donbt 
Mt, receive the heartfelt thanka of many ihonaanda of Rhildren and 
jODlh, fur this valnabte eonlribntion to their pleaiDre and profit. The 
Fletcher Family ii wnithy a placa aaioi^ the mual popnlar " Temper- 
ance Tales" of the day. 

Christian Simplicity, delineated in • sketch of the Fostbk 
Familt. By tbe anthor of the Happy Merchant: or, the Power of 
Truth. 13 chapters, 126 pp., 18mo. 

This volume cuntiins a great variety of interesting infraction for alt, 
but especially for young Chrisliin females. 

Thb.Sv. .-.c C1JII.D or Heavsn: or, a brief memorial of ViR- 
«.NiA A. Davis; pp. 60^^k">- 

In this "brief mainorUI."\ 
Id be oeeful and beloved'ln lil^ 



- --Jeed all m 
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Furnished for this work by Lowbll Mason, Professor in tbo 

Boston Academy of Music. 



NEW TEAR'S HTJIIN. 




While before thy throne we bow 



i=f; 



^ ^ 



goodness 



^ 

^i- 



^^ 







^Tf i'"^"°^"5'tr^T 



to a • dore, Needed mer • cies to im • plore. 




Thou hast kept our fleeting breath 
Ev'n amidst the shafts of death ; 
Each new day these eyes may see. 
Help as consecrate to thee. 

3 
Entering on another year, 
Let us spend it in thy fear, 
Shield us from temptation's power. 
Guard and guide us every hour. 

4 
Give to all these youthful ones 
Names of daughters and of sobs \ 
When this mortal life is past, 
Take us home to thee at Uifit.'^A. i. 



t 
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Tlie SlAiier's Refl«etfou« 

And does the Lord, my Maker speak, 
And I not heed his warning voice ? 

His favor still refuse to seek, 
And make the ways of sin my choice ? 

Has not his patience waited long? 

His Spirit strove with me in vain ? 
Yet pardon still is on his tongue, 

The Savior calls to heaven again. 

Once I could tremble a( his law ; 

Its threateniiigs filled my heart with fear ; 
The light, which in God's word I saw. 

Brought scenes of death and judgment near. 

But yet I did not turn and live. 
Though forced awhile to stop and think ; 

To folly still my heart could give. 
Though standing on the gulf's dread brink. 

And am I now in sin secure? 

This callous heart can nothing move? 
Can I my Father's frown endure ; 

The dreadful frown of injured love ? 

A« B. H. 

VOL. VII. 3 
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TlLe Seven CliUdfeny— or Tnut in God. 

From the German of Kmmmaclier. 

Early in the morning, as twilight was departing from 
the earth, a pious father with his wife arose from their 
nightly couch, and thanked God for the new day, and 
the refreshment of slumber. As the morning rays 
beamed into the little chamber, seven children were 
seen lying in their beds and sleeping. 

The mother looked at the row of children and said, 
** There are seven in number — ah! we shall find it hard 
to nourish them all," and then she sighed, for there was 
a famine in the land. But the father smiled and said, 
*' See! do n^t all the seven lie and slumber together with 
ruddy cheeks, and the morning light again flows over 
them, so that they seem to us more beautiful — even as 
seven blooming roses? Mother, this shows us that He 
who makes the morning light and sends us sleep, is 
faithful and without change." 

And as- they now stepped out of the little chamber, 
there stood at the door fourteen shoes in a row, always 
smaller and smaller, even two for each little one. When 
the mother saw this, and that there were so many of 
them, she wept. But the father answered and said, 
"Mother, why dost thou weep? Have they all seven 
received the round and nimble little feet, and shall we 
fear that they will want a covering for them? Have 
the little ones confidence in us, and shall we not have 
in him, who can do more than we are able to conceive? 
See, his sun approaches! Let us^like him, with cheer- 
ful countenances begin our daily course." 

Thus they conversed as they toiled, and God blessed 
their labor, so that they had enough for themselves and 
the little ones; for faith excites courage and love con- 
firms strength. A. 

"Religion, though with the rags of the beggar, the 
"chains of the slave, and the death of the martyr, is infi- 
nitely preferable to vice with the world at her feet." 



" Without Christ, ihe sinner's mirth is madness, his 
life a dream, his trust a lie, his toils vanity, and his end 
perdition." 



[Aliend fnHD bq EagUth Tnc 




It is a grand eight to see a king or queen crowned! 
But their crowns, splendid though they are, will not 
last forever; they may do for this world, and may be 
worn by earthly kings and queens, but they would not be 
at all adapted for the world of glory. Do you ask, 
■■what sort of crowns there are in heaven?" The Bible 
tells of a ■■crown of glory " — "a crown of righteous- 
ness " — "a crown of life " — " a crown that fade tb not 
away, — incorruptible." How much better then, are 
heavenly crowns than earthly. The fine gold shall be- 
come dim, the jewels shall cease to ahine, and the crown 
of laurel shall wither on earth; but in heaven the crown 
of joy, of life, of glory, shall never, never grow dim, or 
cease to shine, or fade away. 

But, who shall wear a crown in heaven? We are 
told that on the head of the Lord Jesus Christ are "many 
crowns," and the apostle Paul says very plainly, "There 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all ihem also that love his 
appearing." The crowns, then, are laid up, kept safe, 
quite ready for those who are hereafter to wear them. 
And James says, in his epistle, that (hose who are tried 
" shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him." It appears, then, 
that there are crowan of unspeakable joy, kept safe in 
heaven, and they are promised, and what God promises 
he will be sure to perform. But to whom? To those 
only who love him, not to those who hate and disobey 
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But can there be children who hate and disobey God, 
since he is so good? I am afraid there are many; I 
am afraid that some of my readers, unless they are al- 
together made " new creatures in Christ Jesus," will 
never wear crowns of glory. I am afraid that some of 
you, like the man you read of in the Pilgrim's Progress, 
care nothing at all about ** a crown of life," but are only 
hoping to be rich, or to have a great name, or to live a 
happy, merry life. Now, believe me, you cannot live 
happy, unless you think much of that treasure which is 
reserved for you in heaven. There is just one way 
in which you will live happy, die happy, and be happy 
for ever and ever. 

Do you ask, ** What way is that?" I will tell you, — 
believe that Jesus Christ came from heaven to this earth 
to lead you from this earth to heaven. He died for your 
sins; he wore a crown of thorns, that you might wear 
a crown of glory that shall never fade away. 

" Whoever comes he 11 not cast out. 
Although your faith be small : 
His faithfulness you cannot doubt ; 
O, crown him Lord of all." 

If ever we reach that blissful abode, with what grati- 
tude shall we cast our crowns at the feet of the Redeem- 
er, and unite with ransomed millions to 

" Crown him Lord of all." 

" O, that, with yonder sacred throng. 
We at his feet may fall ; 
We '11 join the everlasting song, 
And crown him Lord of all.*' 



Mr*. Champion's I^etter flrom Afiricar. 

THE ZULUS, AND TH£ CRUELTY OF DINGANN. 
[Concluded from page 5.] 

I now add a few words about the Zulus. I have not 
been long enough with them to tell you all about them. 
In the first place, as regards their bodies, they are 
rather large in stature, strait, of erect gait; their com- 
plexion varies from a light yellow or copper color, to a 
jet black. Their features vary; some are like the ne- 
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groes in America, some European. Their hair is much 
shorter than the negroes you see, and grows in clumps 
one fourth or half an inch distant from each other. The 
men shave their heads except a circle on the top. In 
the hair thus left, a ring of palm leaf is seen and the 
whole covered with gum. Their only clothing is a few 
strips of skin or leather about the loins. But, alas, it ia 
more sad to think of their never-dying souls. They 
have never heard of Jesus, the sinner's friend. When 
they die, they cannot think of, and trust in him — all is 
dark before them and they fear and tremble. You will 
probably read in the ''Missionary Herald" (for I hope 
you all read it), that many of our people have been put 
to death recently, not because they had done any wrong, 
but to satisfy the cruel disposition of Dingann, the 
king of the country. The other day many children 
were put to death because their parents had run away: 
all of them had been to our school ; some of them had 
learned to sing of Jesus — had learned some passages of 
Scripture and many other good things which we hoped 
they would lay up in their hearts, that they might thus 
be wise unto salvation; but they are gone to appear 
before God, and you too, dear children, will one day die. 
O that you would love and serve the Lord Jesus now, 
before it is too late. 

Shall I tell you how they kill children? well, it is very 
cruel, and I think your hearts will ache, as mine has done 
for them. They take them away and beat them with 
clubs, until they are nearly dead and then leave them to 
die, or be torn to death by the wolves and vultures. 
They do not bury their dead. A woman was killed near 
our house the other day, in the morning ; before night 
her flesh was nearly all torn off by the vultures, and then 
in the night, the wolves finished the work of destruction. 
The same men who killed the woman thought they had 
beaten her daughter so that she would die — they intend- 
ed to kill her; but they wished to make her have a 
great deal of pain, so they beat her sadly and then left 
her. She had a little babe that could just run alone, 
Doyou wish to know what they did with it? They said, 
*' no matter how much pain that has — it must die now 
its mother is dead; "so they gave it one blow on the 
head and left the poor little boy to suffer alone as they 

VOL. VII. 2* 
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thought. But God had mercy on the little babe. A 
man stood near and saw, and resolved to save it. The 
murderers left; the white man went and took up the little 
one and hushed it in his bosom; he took hold of its 
mother and she opened her eyes. He ran and gave 
her water. She revived; and afler being carefully fed 
and concealed in the ' reeds a few days, escaped to 
Natal out of the reach of the cruel despot Dingann. I 
think you will be very glad to hear that the poor little 
boy escaped with his mother; but a great many little 
children have been killed. Do you recollect any wick- 
ed kings mentioned in the Bible who killed little chil- 
dren ? What were their names ? Did God punish them ? 
Who took little children in his arms and blessed them ? 
O how unlike the blessed Jesus were Pharoah and 
Herod — how unlike him is Dingann. Unless he repent, 
he too will be punished His hands are stained, as was 
another wicked man's told of the Bible, with a brother's 
blood — and with the blood of hundreds besides. Will 
not some of you pray for the poor little chi4dren here, 
that God would make their king's heart soft, that he 
may no more kill their fathers, and mothers, and sis- 
ters, and brothers? 

Affectionately your friend, 

Susan Champion. 
January, 1838. 



Tbe ISxample of a Boy of Ten. 

Many years ago, in the town of , lived a little 

boy, by the name of Edwin, whose example I hope 
every youthful reader of the Visiter will follow. 

The influence exerted over him in the family where 
he resided was strictly religious, and he was soon led 
to see his lost condition as a sinner; and, in a powerful 
revival, when about ten years of age, he was brought 
to hope in Christ. During this revival, Edwin invited 
me one evening to spend the night with him. As we 
retired to rest, having closed the door, he said, *' I have 
been in the habit, for some time past, of praying to God 
before I go to bed. And now I want you to kneel with 
me and pray first, and I will follow." I told him I 
knew of no form but the Lord's Prayer. ** Well," said 
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he, ** ofier that, and I will make one of my own." We 
knelC beside the bed; and a more urgent,- heart-stirring 
petition in behalf of himself and friends, I never have 
sinee heard from the lips of one so young. 

Is it your daily practice, my dear young readers, to 
pray morning and evening to your heavenly Father, — 
thanking him for the blessings of the day and the protec- 
tion of the night? You feel grateful to your earthly parents 
fi>r providing you clothes, toys, and other things for 
your comfort and happiness; should you not, then, feel 
grateful to God for giving you such kind parents, and* 
through them, your food, raiment, — indeed, all the com- 
forts and privileges you enjoy ? But I wish you to pray 
for a different reason, — because it is pleasing to your 
Maker and Savior. Nothing delighted him so much 
while on earth, as the sight of those young children 
that were brought to him to receive his blessing. You 
remember his words on that occasion, — *' Suffer the 
little children to come unto me," &c. I entreat you, 
my young friends, to follow the example of Edwin. O, 
if one half of the time you now spend in idle talk were 
devoted to prayer, how happy you would live, and how 
happy you would die ! 

** Were half the breath thns vainly ipent, 
To Ileaven in supplication sent, — 
Toar cheerful song would oftener be, 
' Hear what the Lord hath done for me V ** 

James. 



Ho-«r to malce the SabbatH "Pleasant to ClUldren. 

''Let the sanctification of the Sabbath, be one of the 
great lessons for children; and let them be taught, by your 
demeanor, as well as by jour lessons, that it is a happy 
as well as a holy day. Let peculiar kindness, on your 
part, sweeten its restraints, enforce its counsels, and 
win them to its devotions. Let not the stillness of the 
Sabbath in your dwelling be like that of night, — a still- 
ness associated with gloom and terror, — but let it be 
like that of a bright but mild day, when all is serenity 
to calm, and beauty to cheer. And while you have 
been told of the evil doers, who, amidst the wailings of 
the dungeon, and the warnings of the scaffold, have 
lamented their early disregard of the Sabbath, as lead- 
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ing them into the broad way that issues in destruction; 
think, to encourage you in the counsels of piety, of the 
many who have blessed God for guiding them to his 
sanctuary by a parent's hand, and have said, that there 
their hearts were first pointed to heaven.'' 

Dr. Belfragt, 

Reading tbe l^ord and Prayer. 

And therefore, dear brethren, if that ye look for a life to 
come, of necessity it is that ye exercise yourselves in 
the book of the Lord your God. Let no day slip over 
without some comfort received from the mouth of God ; 
open your ears, and he will speak even pleasing things 
to your heart ; close not your eyes, but diligently let them 
behold what portion of substance is lefl to you within your 
Father's Testament; let your tongues learn to praise 
the gracious goodness of him who of his mere mercy, 
hath called you from darkness to light, and from death 
to life. Neither yet may ye do this so quietly, that ye 
will admit no witnesses; nay, brethren, ye are ordained 
of God to rule and govern your own houses in his true 
fear, and according to his whole word. Within your 
own houses^ I say, in some cases ye are bishops and 
kings, your wives, children and family, are your bish- 
oprick and charge; of you it shall be required how 
carefully and diligently ye have instructed them in 
God's true knowledge, how that ye have studied in them 
to plant virtue and repress vice.* And, therefore, I say, 
ye must make them partakers in reading, exhortation, 
and in making common prayers, which I would in eyery 
house were used once a day at least. But above all 
things, dear brethren, study to practise in life that- 
which the Lord commands; and, then, be ye assured, 
that ye shall never hear nor read the same without fruit. 
And this much for the exercises within your houses. 

John Knox, the Scottish Reformer, 



Defljoltlon. of Gratltii.de. 

A blind child was requested to define gratitude. The 
child wrote, Gratitude is the memory of the heart. 



" He who meditates a crime within, 
Incurs the penalty of practised sin.'' 
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A Motlier** -rle-vra of Infttnt Baptlnn. 

Mr. Bullard, — Sir: — ^The following is an extract of a letter re- 
ceived from a friend some time since. If yoa think the sentiments it 
contains, calculated to forward the canse of troth, yoa are at liberty to 
publish them in the Visiter. Yours respectfully, Y. 

I have for a long time been intending to write you 
some of my views upon the subject of baptism. Your 
sentiments I know very well. I now wonder that all 
Christian parents have not equally strong feelings. 
When I became a parent, I found myself sustaining a 
new relation, and my Bible was consulted, to know what 
obKgations devolved upon me as a mother. I became 
satisfied as to the mode of baptism, before I made a pub- 
lic profession of religion, though the sacred writers no 
where formally describe the rite of baptism as they do 
that of circumcision. As to the subjects for baptism, the 
Bible is full. I can scarcely open this book, without 
finding something addressed to me as a parent. I can 
scarcely read any thing about the church, without find- 
ing God recognising the children of his seed. Take 
away the covenant made with Abraham, and what en- 
couragement have I to labor for the salvation of my chil- 
dren? What advantage is it to parents to consecrate 
their little ones in baptism, to pledge themselves, as the 
natural head of their children, to train them up for God; 
and what advantage is there in the church (as one of 
the parties, with which God made the covenant) prom- 
ising to see that this duty is performed, and what ad- 
vantage is it to the child? David says, ** Nor his seed 
begging bread.*' The apostle says, ** Much every way, 
chiefly because unto them are committed the oracles of 
God." I may prove unfaithful to my vows, — the particu- 
lar part of the church, with which I am connected, may 
forget her covenant obligations, — my children may be 
Bent to the North West Coast, but the word of the Lord 
Btandeth sure, — my child will have the Bible. God has 
not promised that he shall have grace, but be has prom- 
ised that he shall have the means of grace, l^e church 
will follow him with her prayers and instructions, for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoke.n it. What a comfort 
to the heart of a parent, that it is his duty and privi- 
lege to dedicate his child to the Lord, and thus secure 
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the blessings of the promise, ** I will be a God to thee 
and to thy seed." It is said, the gospel dispensation is 
a better. But if I must give up the prayers and assist- 
ance of the church, — if, with all my frailty and sinful- 
ness, I must withhold from my child the seal of the cov- 
enant, calculated to remind me of my oblrgations to my 
little ones, — if all believers are of the seed of Abraham, 
and yet the covenant made with him and his seed after 
him extends no farther than to the coming of Christ, — 
what, I would ask, under the gospel dispensation, can 
compensate for the loss of all this? How is this dispen- 
sation a better? Surely it was the design of the new 
dispensation to increase the privileges of the church, not 
to take them away. 

What believing parent would not feel it a privilege to 
have his children stand in a covenant relation to his 
Lord and Redeemer? Give me the Jewish rites, and 
for my children, the privileges of the Jewish religion, in 
preference to one where there are no lambs of the flock. 
But God has not repealed the covenant, made with 
Abraham. Christ^ and his apostles recognised its exist- 
eqce. The Jews never complained that Christianity 
would deprive their children of the blessings of the 
Abraharaic covenant. 

When God makes a covenant with his people, he 
adopts such a seal as he pleases, and places it where he 
pleases. When the angel of death was commissioned 
to go through the land of Egypt, such families as ac- 
knowledged God's covenant, and were desirous to avail 
themselves of his promises, used the sign which he ap- 
pointed. We need not inquire, what became of those, 
who had the hardihood to say, or think that a little blood 
on the door posts, could do no good. Those parents only, 
who look away from the outward, and contemplate the 
meaning and design, the obligations enforced, and the 
assistance promised, can expect to have enjoyment, in 
publicly consecrating their children to God. If ever I 
enjoyed a foretaste of that heavenly felicity laid up for 
the right#)us, it was when we stood with a child in our 
arms, claiming for it those privileges which God in mercy 
permits us to claims. Is it because we have done any 
thing to merit for our children such blessings? O no! 
To him who bought us with his blood, and showed by 
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his example, what were his feelings towards children, to 
him he all the praise. While the minister was address- 
ing us, and we stood, solemnly acknowledging the little 
imiQortal, as only lent to us for a while to train for the 
Lord, I could imagine that all heaven was looking down 
with interest; and could we be uninterested? Ask the 
Christian parent. 



«Tlfte Generation of tl&e Uprlgl&t sIiaII be bleaaed." 

When we look into the Bible, we find that God had a chosen 
people, a seed to serve him, and that this people wos pre- 
served by a blessing on the faithfulness of Christian parents^ 
But are we not too much inclined to feel that this was peculiar 
to former ages, and that God is not now careful to visit "the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation," or to show " mercy unto thousands of 
those that love him and keep his commandments!'" We need 
go no farther back than our own times, to learn the truth of that 
promise, "the generation of the upright shall be blessed;" 
and, for the encouragement of those parents who are striving 
to "bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord," 1 will state a few facts of the descendants of a 
pious family in a retired part of New England. 

Mr. was a man after God's own heart, and his children, 

eleven or twelve in number, one after another embraced the 
God of their father, — most of them when quite young. One 
of them became a preacher of righteousness, and won many 
souls to Christ ; and no doubt his crown will appear 

Towering wiUi countless diamonds that were 
111 sliapen once, but polished now, and fair. 

But I shall leave the other members, and follow but one 
branch, a daughter in the family. She married a Mr. S., set- 
tled in the neighborhood with her father, and raised a family 
of six children. Most of these became followers of Christ 
under fifteen years of age, and some of them when very young. 
Many interesting facts might be mentioned of these children, 
but 1 shall speak of two only. Sickness visited this family, 
and a young child was removed by death. About the same 
time, another child, a lovely little girl, was seized with sick- 
ness ; and though she soon recovered, for the most part, yet 
she still languished, long after disease had left her system; 
her sprightliness was gone, and her anxious parents resorted 
to every means to restore her to her former vigor. One day, 
while alone with her mother, she looked at her with intense 
anxiety, and asked, ^Mother, does it not say in the Bible, 
' Suffer little children to come unto me?*" The mother as- 
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sured her it did, and explained to her the duty of trusting in 
the Savior. She listened — her countenance once more 
lighted up with joy, and from that time her accustomed cheer- 
fulness and activity returned. The child now grew in stature, 
and in favor, apparently, with God and man, and no allusion 
was ever made by her lo this conversation. But the mother 
^^ kept all these sayings, and pondered them in her heart ;" 
and it was joy enough for her to see her child walking in the 
truth, and striving to perform her duty to God and man, with- 
out an assurance from her of a personal interest in the great 
salvation. 

When about sixteen years old, God visited the town where 
they resided, by the renewing influences of the Holy Spirit, 
and many were inquiring the way to heaven, or rejoicing that 
they had found it. During this period no one was more joyful 
in the work of the Lord than Jerusha S. When inquired o^ 
however, as to her own state of mind, she was silent, and 
seemed perplexed. At length her companions came forward 
to unite with the people of God. This sorely tried her. At 
last she said to her mother, "If I had ever known a time when 
I sat under the terrors of the law, 1 should think I was a child 
of God ; for 1 am sure I feel as Christians say they feel, and 
as the Bible says they ought to feel.*' What could such a 
mother do under such circumstances, but unbosom to her 
child the remembrance of her infant exercises. She did so, 
and together they rejoiced in the way God had led them. 

This individual has long since taken her crown, and left 
behind her a family of children following in her steps. As 
might be expected from what we have recorded, her life was 
one of uncommon piety and usefulness; and it would be diffi- 
cult to tell in which she most excelled--Christian faithfulness, 
or that spirit of gentleness, which so characterized her Lord 
and Master. Her husband asserts that, through a long life, 
he never saw her equanimity and gentleness of mind in the 
least disturbed -by any of the crosses and trials with which 
she met. She died of a lingering consumption, and in the 
earlier stages, before her case was decisive to others, she 
would speak of it as doubtful, and add with great composure 
that she had a hope that had satisfied her in life, and to which 
she was ready to trust in the hour of death. 

The other case in this family which I shall mention, is that 
of another daughter, who became pious in early life, and 
married a Mr. L., who also feared the Lord. They became 
the parents of eight children, one of whom died in early child* 
hood. Never was domestic happiness more blissful than in 
this little circle, but it was marred by the unexpected removal 
of the father. As he drew near to death, he cast his eyes on 
his weeping family, and raising them to heaven, said, " My 
children, Oh my children ! God bless you. Oh my children I" 
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Think you that father's last prayer was beard in heaven? 
Two of these children have since gone joyfully to their re- 
ward. The other five are all honoring a Christian profession, 
and one of them occupies a station of uncommon usefulness. 
For the sake of the living, I forbear to draw further the cur- 
tain which conceals their Christian faithfulness, and merely 
remark that most of the adult grandchildren of this dying 
father and Ml praying nuAho', are hopefully the children of 
God, some still tender in years. 

Reader, this is no luiion. On the hills which rise from the 
beautiful valley of the Connecticut, I could point you to the 
lowly mounds that cover this precious dust. And when the 
last trump shall awaken the slumbering dead, from that seclu- 
ded resting-place will ascend a glorious throng, and the blissful 
sentence will be echoed from many lips, ^'Here am I, Lord, 
and the children thou hast given me." 



Tke ifoocl old man of 78. 

Continued from page 10. 

Perhaps the readers of the Visiter will recollect some- 
thing about an old man, of whom some account was given 
in the January number. That he was a good old man, 
every body acknowledged who knew him, and a great 
many, old and young, did know him, and took know)<> 
edge of him that he had been with Jesus. Such jwas the 
character of his piety and the general consistency of ht» 
deportment as a pious man, that when he walked the 
streets, many who were not pious would instinctively 
say, *' There goes a good man, if there is any in thi» 
world." He recommended religion to all by his ac/tofw, 
as well as his words. He did good by simply walking 
through the streets. I do not know that I ever saw himr 
or conversed with him, without feeling an ardent desire 
kindled up in my soul, to be more holy, that, like him, 
should I live to old age, I might then bring forth the- 
mature fruits of piety. When I first became acquainted 
with him, I was young in the ministry. From him I 
derived much assistance. He greatly encouraged me 
by his tender sympathy, his holy conversation, his brightf 
example and his fervent prayers. To him, under God,. 
I feel greatly indebted to this very day. What I here 
state as my experience, as efiected by that good man, £ 
presume has been the experience of many others who^ 
knew him and associated with him. 

VOL. VII. ^ 
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It 18 a great blessing to the church and world to enjoy 
the presence of such men. Old men may bring forth much 
fruit in their old age. 

He will long be remembered by a great many children. 
In their remembrance and affections he has a monument 
more durable than that marble slab which tells them 
where his body was laid, to return to its kindred dust. 
He loved children, and took a deep interest in their 
welfare. He used to talk to them so familiarly and 
pleasantly, and with so much affection, that they will 
often think of him. When they walk about the grave- 
yard where his body lies, they will stop at his grave, 
and think of him as that good old man, who once smiled 
upon them, said many kind and good words to them, 
sat by their side in the Sabbath school, and prayed much 
for them. Yes, he was a member of the Sabbath school. 
He joined it for the first time, when about 75 years old! 
It was a most pleasing sight to behold that venerable 
man sitting in the Sabbath school as a scholar: and a 
very humble, teachable one he was. His presence, his 
spirit and example did a great deal of good in the school: 
and there he seemed to grow ripe fast for heaven. He 
used to say, ** I don't feel that I shall ever be too old to 
be a Sabbath school scholar: I h4)pe I shall be one to all 
eUmily," 

The Sabbath School Concert he loved yery much. 
He seemed to be in his element at such times. Although 
an old man, and lame too, he used to walk frequently 
the distance of a mile and a half or more, to attend them. 
His countenance on such occasions was lighted up with 
a kind of heavenly serenity. His prayers were simple, 
short, appropriate and fervent. The tones of his voice 
corresponded well with the struggling emotions of his 
own soul, and the affecting sentiments expressed. All 
felt that he was conversing with God, almost face to 
face, with great reverence, solemnity, love, humility 
and filial confidence. The effect was often manifest in 
all present: on one occasion I well remember, it was 
overpowering to many. 

It is now more than ten years since I first became 
acquainted with him, and more than four since I follow- 
ed him to the grave. But he still lives in the memory 
of many, especially in the good influences he has left 
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behind him, in that beloved church and Sabbath school^ 
with which he was connected at his decease. May that 
church and Sabbath school ever be blessed with old men^ 
who shall thus bring forth fruit in their old age ! May all 
our churches and schools be so blessed ! 

Little children! Read this, and never think of being 
too old to belong to the Sabbath school. So long as you 
remain in this world, if it be eighty or one hundred years, 
you will be in the infancy of your being. You can here, 
if you study ever so long and ever so much, learn but 
little of those great things revealed in the Bible, of 
which you will in eternity be always learning more and 
more. Never think of leaving the Sabbath school, till 
you leave this world, — until you exchange probation for 
retribution, — time for eternity. 

Touth! Will you not read this, and give up the desire 
or idea of ever leaving your seat in the Sabbath school 1 
Sometimes youth, especially young men, thiak they are 
too old to continue in the Sabbath school. I hope if any, 
who read this account, have thought so, they will think 
80 no more. Get instruction from the example and lips 
of departed age. 

Fathers and mothers! Contemplate this example and 
go and do likewise, and you will not live in vain, even 
if gray hairs, and wrinkles, and dimness of eyes, and 
faintness of heart, and decrepitude have come upon you. 
May your memory be embalmed in the recollections of 
the rising generation as the warm and devoted friends 
and patrons of Sabbath schools! '* I would be in the 
Sabbath school for example's sake, to encourage the child 
and youth, even if I did not derive any great benefit 
myself from being there." This was the sentiment and 
spirit of Dea. EHhu Pomroy. 

More next month. C. G. S. 



God'* Fo-vrer and Man's Dependence. 

The sun is one million times larger than the earth, 
and is balanced in infinite space, unsupported by any 
material substance. Around it revolves eleven planets, 
alike unsupported, except by the attraction of the sun. 

The earth is not only supported, but revolves about 
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the sun at the rate of sixty-five thousand miles an hour. 
Philosophy does not teach any natural cause for its mo- 
tion. It is God, the Creator of all things, who supports 
the sun in infinite space, and by the strength of his arm 
causes the earth and other planets to revolve in regular 
order about their centre. When you see the sun rising 
above or sinking below the horizon, remember this ap- 
pearance is caused by the arm of the Almighty, moving 
forward the earth in its orbit. 

Man has devised means, by which he can throw a ball 
weighing two pounds, at the rate of one hundred and forty 
miles per hour; but God, your Creator, moves the earth, 
the weight of which is estimated at four thou$and four 
hundred trillions of ions, sixty-five thousand miles ao 
hour. How feeble is man! how weak I what strength 
has Jehovah! "He taketh up the isles as a very little 
thing.'' 

When we consider that only a part of Almighty power 
is exerted in moving the earth, — that ten other planets 
are moved by the same omnipotent arm, — we are ready 
to exclaim, ''Who hath an arm to contend with the 
Almighty!" But when we consider, farther, that all the 
stars are suns^ with planets revolving about them, and 
that the same God which moves the earth, moves them 
all, we are persuaded there is nothing too hard for the 
Lord. He surely has power to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 

If God should cease to exert his power upon the earth, 
to move it forward in its orbit, it would immediately fail 
to the sun, in consequence of the sun's attraction. How 
easy it would be for the Almighty to destroy the whole 
human family. It would require no new exertion of 
power, but only the ceasing to exert it. He can as 
easily destroy all mankind, and earth itself, as you, 
while walking, can stop. Consider yourselves as stand- 
ing upon a ball which rests on the hand of God; that 
thus you are suspended over the bottomless pit; consid- 
er, too, that the God who upholds the ball on which you 
stand, is angry with the wicked every day. Would you 
feel secure if you stood upon a high scaffolding which 
rested upon the shoulder of an enemy? You would 
exceedingly fear lest he should let you fall and dash you 
as a potter's vessel. In like manner, you should fear 
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that God may let you sink to the gulf of perdition. O 
give unto God your hearts, and be at peace with him. 

Such is a faint representation of God's power, and 
your dependence for life and all things upon that power. 
^Except you repent and become indeed the children of 
God, this power will be exerted for your destruction. 
If you realized your situation, your prayer would be 
unceasing that God would preserve you as in the hollow 
of his hand, and keep you as the apple of his eye. Do 
you thus pray, and are you thus living in obedience to 
the commands of God? If you live in disobedience, 
then that power, now displayed in your preservation, will 
be displayed in your destruction. Beware how you 
treat the commands of God. Repent and believe, and 
he has promised to protect yjou to the end, to be with 
you in life and in death; in no trouble will he forsake 
you. Live without repentance and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and die in this condition, and the strong 
arm of Jehovah, which shutteth and no man openeth, 
will shut you up in the prison of despair prepared for 
the devil and his angels. D. 



Tlte CkUd's Fattom. 

O. C — is a youth of sixteen or eighteen years of age. He 
is the youngest of a large family of children. From very early 
life, he has manifested unusual sensibility and tenderness on 
the subject of religion, and- the' friend whom he has made his 
principal counsellor abd to whom, he has ever unbosomed his 
feelings on this subject, with the utmost freedom, lias been his 
own dear mother. 

This youth was recently reading a number of **Dr, Hum- 
phrey's Thoughts on Education." His mother was sitting by. 
At length he stopped, and addressing himself to his parent, he 
said, " Mother, you do not know how much you have been 
tDcUched. When I was small, I used to watch you in every thing 
you did, so ns to see what it was right for me to do. If I ever 
wanted to do any thing that I thought might be wrong, I used 
to devise every plan to find out what you thought of it ; and if 
you approved, I always felt safe in doing it. I never thought 
of going to father, I used to think that he had to see about 
supporting the family, and that you had every thing to do 
about the soul. Bo I used to pattern cfter you,^ 

VOL. VII. 4* 
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** Why, my son,^ said the astonished mother, *<what did yoa 
think when you savr me do things that were wrong P* '^I 
knew," replied the son, " you used to say that you were a sinner, 
like other people, but I used to think that every thing was righi 
that you did. I could not believe that mother did any thing 
that was wrong." 

The effect of these remarks on the feelings of that mother, 
was, of course, overwhelming. She was ready to give herself 
up to bitter weeping, when she saw how great her influence 
over her children had been, and how little she had realized it 
" Had I only known," said she, " that I was observed in thia uHxy^ 
how differently I should have felt, especially when indulging 
feelings that were wrong!" And yet, there are few mothers 
whose feelings have been more uniform, and whose influence 
has been more salutary, or who have witnessed greater bless- 
ings on their children. 

It is a solemn truth that, in most cases, the ehUUTs pattern is 
his fkzreniSj and espedaUy his nudher! Do parents generally 
realize this ? Do they think that they are toaUhed in all their 
words and actions, in all their intercourse with each other and 
the world, and in all their conduct towards their children ? Do 
they remember that even what is wrong in them will be seen by 
the ever watchful eyes of their children, and be regarded and 
copied as proper and right f How can a parent think of this sub- 
ject and not, like the mother mentioned above, be overwhelm- 
ed ? ^ Who is sufficient for these things .^ But there are sweet 
promises to encourage the pious parent *^ My grace shall be 
Si^gfeieni for thee." *< As thy day is, so shall thy strength be." 
''If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, tliat giveth to 
all men liberally and upbraidetfa not, and it shall be given him." 



Tbe Dark Caxem. 

Rev. Mr. Adams, in his address to the young, mentioned in 
the last Vinter, introduced a striking illustration of the dis- 
pleasure of God against those children who dishonor or cfespise 
their parents. 

Suppose, said he, some one should direct you to take a lamp 
tand go through a dark cavern, and should give you the as- 
surance of getting through safely, if your lamp does not go 
out You enter the cavern, and as you go fbrivard all is dark 
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before. You look back, and see the place where you entered 
is becoming smaller and amallen You begin to feel afraid 
you shall not find your way through ; but you Took at your 
lamp, which is burning brightly, and proceed. As you look 
back again, you can scarcely see the place where you entered ; 
and as you turn a corner, it is perfect darkness before and be- 
hind you. You are very much afraid ; but you must go for- 
ward. You are unacquainted with the way, and there is no 
one to direct you. All is depending upon your lamp. But 
suddenly the toinp goes out, and you are surrounded by total 
darkness. You can find your way neither backward nor for- 
ward. What horror fills your mind ! Now, God says, " Whoto 
curseth his father or his mother^ his lamp thaU he pui ovt in obscure 
darkness/* 

You, my young firiends, will be in circumstances very much 
like this dark cavern. You will have to pass through many 
dark scenes; especially will you have to pass through the 
dark valley of the shadow of death. If you have not been 
careful to honor your parents; especially if you have ever done 
any thing like cursing them : if you have wished evil to come 
upon them, or called them hard names ; when you come to be 
in trouble in this lifo, and especially, when you come to die, 
God will ptd your lamp out in obscure darltness. 



*^ In visiting a sick person,'' says a teacher in the Free- Will 
Baptist Sabbath school in L-^ ^1 had an opportunity of con- 
versing with three interesting iemalea I asked them if they 
enjoyed religion. They answered, no. I inquired, Do you 
attend the Sabbath school ? They answered, with lightness, 
that they did not. I requested them to attend. Afler con- 
versing with them several times on the subject, they promised 
to attend. They joined my class, and in less than one month, 
I bad the pleasure of seeing them happy in the love of God." 

Said another teacher of the same school, " I made an earnest 
request of my class, that they would individually exert them- 
selves to secure the attendance of one scholar or more, for the 
next Sabbath. The result was, that three or four were influ- 
enced to attend. At the close of the exercises, they were ask- 
ed if they would join the class. They declined giving a definite 



44 SABBATH SCHOOL TISITEK. [Feb., 

answer. I then inyited them to attend on the next Sabbath. 
They came, and concluded to connect themselves with the 
class. In two weeks, they were rejoicing in the Christian 
hope." 

*' In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thy hand ; for thoa knowest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good." 



licctures to Sabbatb Sel&ool Teaclicrs. 

Two of the four lectarea to Sabbath school teachers, oa Mental Cnlti- 
vation, mentioned in the October number of the Visiter, have been pob- 
lished, in a neat book of one hundred and fifteen pages, by Whipple & 
Damrell, by whom it is for side. It is also for sale at the Depository of 
the Mass. Sabbath School Society. 

These two lectures are those delivered by Rev. Dr. Stone and Rev. 
Mr. Winslow. We commend the book to the special attention of all 
Sabbath school teachers. 



One "Way of doing Good. 

In all oar churches and congregations, there are many professed 
friends of Sabbath schools, who bear no part in the toils and anxieties 
of teachers; and who do not, for various reasons, give' the cause the 
influence of their personal attendance, in any capacity^ Now, these 
individuals, — and their number is very great, — might do much good, 
while they would help bear their part of the burden of sustaining this 
good cause, by furnishing the teachers with the Sabbaih School Visiter, 
or by distributing a few copies among the children of indigent families, 
whose beaming eyes and joyous hearts, on the reception of such a 
present, would richly repay their benefactors for all the sacrifices their 
benevolence cost them. 

One individual recently said, ** He conki not aid as a teacher, but be 
was willing to do his part in promoting the object" And he has given 
better evidence than words, of the sincerity of this declaration. Last 
July, he subscribed for thirty copies of the Visiter, for the last half of 
the volume, to be sent to the teachers of the Sabbath school in the so- 
ciety with which he is connected. He has recently ordered the same 
number of copies, for the first half of the present volume. Several 
other persons have shown their interest in this cause, by contributing 
from fif\y cents . to two or three dollars, to send the Visiter to those, 
who,-^unlike most of our teachers, — are not able to procure it them- 
selves. Such benevolence will not lose its reward. 
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Hittory or Vkm filiorter CatoeblnM. 

The seocMid editioD of '* A Practieal Eipothioo of the AMembly'i 
Shorter CatechisiD," bj Dr. Belfrage, eoDtaiae a hiatory of that Catfr- 
chiaiii. From that history, extending throogh fortj-aix pages, we have 
gathered a few partieaiart, which may not be withont interest to some 
of oar readers. 

Dr. B. had access to three large quarto manuscript volames, which 
contained the original rough detail of the proceedings of the Assembly, 
and he spared no pains to collect such fiicts as might eloeidate the forma- 
tion of that compend of religious troth, which no ingenohy or labor of 
man has ever rivaled. The circumstances which led to the roeetug of 
the Westminster Assembly are thus stated: ** It was felt by the leading 
men, in the struggle with superstition and arbitrary power in the seven- 
teenth century, that a scheme of doctrine, church government and wor- 
ship, pure and scriptural, would be a most excellent means of establish- 
ing the rights for which they were conteitding, and forming the virtues 
by which freedom is blessed. It was with this view that the West- 
minster Assembly was coavened, and that its proceedinp were honored 
with the countenance of the first and best m the land, — the first in in- 
fluence and the best in true wortlk" 

This Assembly was composed of men of high talents and eminent 
learning, godliness, ministerial abilities and fidelity. According to the 
opmion of Mr. Baxter, who knew most of them, the Christian world, 
since the days of the apostles, never had a synod of more excellent 
divines. 

The Assembly was convened in 1648, by order of the Parliament. 
It was composed of one hundred and ttoenty-one divines, with thirty 
lay assessors, along with five eomroissionen from Scotland. It sat for 
more than^SM ysari 4ind a half, and by their united labora they have 
formed a scheme of roligion which has been, and will be, an eminent 
blessing to the chiiroh from age to age. 

The Ibllowtng oath was taken by the members of the Assembly, 
whkh shows in what a solemn light they regarded the object of their 
meeting, and how deeply they must have felt the responsibility they 
were under to God for the spirit and views which they manifested in 
their consultations : 

** I do serMusIy and solemnly protest, in the presence of Almighty 
God, that in the Assembly, of which I am a member, I will not main- 
tain any thing in matters of doctrine but what I think in my conscience 
to be truth; or in point of iliscipline, but what I consider to conduce 
most to the glory of God, and to the good and peace of the churoh." 

While the Coofesskui of Faith was under discussion in the Assembly, 
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eoramittees were appointed to redoce it into the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms. It is sopposed that a draft or sketch of tho latter was pre- 
pared by some individual and laid before the committee for their revisal. 
Each of the following gentlemen are thought, by diflferent writers, to 
have claims to this honor, viz.. Dr. Arrowsmith, Mr. Palmer, Dr. Wallis 
and Dr. Gouge, though Dr. Belfrage thinks the claims of Dr. A. are the 
weightiest. 

Parts of this Catechism called forth protracted, and in some cases, 
keen discossrons; and this circumstance shows that it was not tamely 
acquiesced in through sloth or indifference. When completed, it was 
solemnly sanctioned by the Assembly, not by a general assent, but each 
portion was voted in succession, after careful examination, and then the 
approbation of it was expressed in a manner public and decided, so as 
to make each feel a responsibility for the judgment he was expressing. 

This Catechism was presented to the House of Commons, Nov. 5, 
1647; and it was sanctioned by the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotkmd, in 1648, and in the following year by the Scottish Parliament. 

In England and America, this Catechism has been regarded with very 
general veneration; and though, a few years since, it had become ex- 
tensively neglected, it has again been revived; and many hail its return 
to our families and schools as a harbinger of good to ZioQ. 



Notices ot Tie'vr Publications by tbe Society. 

A Gift for Scholars. Eighty pages, 32mo, with a frontispiece. 
This book consists of sixteen of the most practical articles for the young, 
that have appeared in the six volumes of the Visiter. 

How TO BB Useful, or Examples for the Yottitg. Eighty- 
four pages, 18mo, with an engraving. Here are twenty-two examplei 
of usefulness among the young, which have been collected mostly from 
the volumes of the Visiter. They have been revised, and published in 
this little book, with the hope, that their perusal will not only please 
and interest the youthful readers, but also lead them to go and do /tAr«- 
tvite. 

William Bell; or the Advantages of Sabbath school 
Instruction. Eighty-four pages, ISmo. This history of a young 
man, under the borrowed name of William Bell, is full of important in- 
struction. It shows what great good a youth may accomplish, in per- 
suading others to join the Sabbath school ; it gives us the example of a 
teacher who was untiring in bis labors and in devising plans for the 
spiritual good of his class; it shows us how a youth, through diligence 
and perseverance, may obtain an eilucation and prepare himself fur use* 
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fnlaeas, in the laca of ohiUctei which neoi ilrooat iDtnnnonntible; it 
CDDlaiiM Hileinii warninp agaiiul iIk dangar of ulf-depeodenca aa*] a 
Mgleclof dailj WBtcbTalna* sod prejer; it preaenia aome good Ihougfati 
OD Ihe Babjecl of early religion! inatrncliDD and pielj, and iltnalratea, 
Ihroaghont, "ihe adtnDtagei of Sabbath tehool inatrucliaD." 

THiPit-nTRBr, AMEMBLrM orYouTH. BjUnnttna. Bh.- 
tj-e^hl pogee, >2mt). Thi* irnly atlractiTe little book ii diridad into 




ieven cbsptera. 1. TtiePalmTreeBn emhlemorUprlghtnew. — 2. Of 
Uaefulness.— 3. Of Huoiililjr.— 4. Of Earl; Training and Diacipltne— 
6. Of an Impenhenl Youlh.— 6. Of an afflicled Youth.— 7, Of Victory. 

Infaut Series, in two pirt^i each pan embracing inelve amatl 
pictare boolia, done up in a package by iualf. Tbeae will be out aume 
lime daring (he present munlli. The titleaof iheae beaulirul Nitie hooka 
Ibronr little ones, are as followa: 

Part I. Who ia GodJ— The Savior.— What ia prayer'— Nu«er lella 
lie.— Braya George— Bad Billy,— The new swing.- The generous girl. 
—Cruel Jacli.^Aboul the thnnder and iighlning. — The beaolifu I Worlds. 
—Baby sister. 

Part II. The Iiifaat class.- The aScelionate Si<ler.— Diiohedience. 
—Poor Heathen Children.— The Roae.— Mary and her Bible.— Little 
Hymns fur litUa Childran.— The Vain Girl.— Father's Letter.- Mary 'a 
TboughU of God— The Cruel Father— Ellen arking abont Prayer. 

Each of iheae little books, including the cover, coDtaioa leotn well 
engraved and pretty pictures. 

Stort or Ruth, the Moabitebb. Second edition, reviaedanew. 
Alan, just pnUiibed, new editions of qniie a number of other hooka. 
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Fiiniished for this work by Lowell Mason, Professor m tlie 

Bostoa Academy of Mtisie. 



The Iiittle Cliild's EveniBC Hymn* 
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1. O Lord, a lit - tie child appears. Be- 
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blessed face. To tell thee all its 



^^m 



I 



i 



5 



i 



-S^l 



1 



wants and fears, And seek thy love and grace. 
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My heart is very full of sin. 

There's nothing in it good ; 
Give rae a heart washM white and clean 

In thy most precious blood. 
3 
Let me within thy tender arms 

Lie down and take my sleep ; 
And. Lord, from dangers, fears, and harms. 

Thy feeble creature keep. 
4 
Bear Savior, lay thy gentle hand 

Upon my little head : 
And bless me as I humbly stand, 

Before I go to bed. 
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A tKBTCH rm»M. MMAL UFB. 

It was the afternoon of a cold winter day. The snow 
had been purely drifted over the plain that apread itself 
around the cottage of Mrs. Seldon. From the summit 
and sides of the hills that lifted themselves above the 
little valley, it seemed to have been whirled and wreath- 
ed in high and dangerous drifts about the house. Now 
the wind was hushed, and the sun broke from the clouds. 
Serene and quiet lay the untrodden snow, as if a storm 
had never swept across its dazzling surface. As I left 
the village, and urged my way towards the cottage, I 
saw the curtain lifted from the window and presently 
the door was opened, and the old nurse gave me a cor- 
dial welcome. <* We feared you would not come;" and 
she added in a hushed tone, "to-morrow it would have 
been too late." I had no time to answer, for she quick- 
ly led the way to the little room where the widowed 
mother lay. The racking pain had left her, and her 
face was kindled with joy — not of earth — as the sun 
shone upon it. Near the bed was a table, upon which 
a white cloth had been spread. A ba^in of water stood 
upon it and a Bible lay near. Two children, bright and 
gentle, stood by the nurse, and gazed silently upon the 
sweet face of the mother. I went to the bedside and 
spoke to her in a low tone. •* Yes, I have strength," 
she whispered. ** 1 have done with earths-earthly ties 
are sundered " — and the flush deepened on her cheek, as 
she cast her eye upon the children. " I have commit- 
ted my orphans to God. I have loved them beyond life 
— but I have given them up. Now, sir, let the solemn 
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ceremony be performed." She called the children to 
her, and they bent their young heads, as we all kneeled 
in prayer. Her right hand rested upon that of the old- 
est, and with the other she clasped the little round arm 
that lay across her breast. She closed her large dark 
eyes, and her lips moved — moved in earnest prayer. 
Then, clasped hand in hand, the little ones came and 
stood by the table. Beautiful and simple as the baptis- 
mal rite always is, it was peculiarly touching and beau- 
tiful in that room of death. A dying mother then gave 
her cjiildren to God. When the children returned to 
their mother, she pressed them to her bosom — kissed 
them — and asked God to bless them. 

*' Mother," asked the oldest, ''has the water made 
oar hearts clean?" 

**God cleanses the heart, my child. When your 
mother is dead, remember this — she gave you to God. 
You are no longer mine, but his." 

^' I am glad, mother, because God will be your father, 
too; and, mother, if you live with God, and he takes 
care of sister and me, then he can tell you when we are 
good, and that will make you happy." 

A peaceful smile passed over the pale, languid fea- 
tures of the mother, as she pressed again her children, 
and exclaimed, '' God bless you, my precious ones!" 

Death, whatever may be our preparation, comes 
unexpectedly at last, and between the rising and setting 
of that day's sun, a life of devoted piety was quietly 
closed. There was a long silence around the bed of 
death, and beautiful to those that stood about was the 
face from which anxiety and sorrow had for ever depart- 
ed, now reposing in everlasting rest. As her pale 
cheek flushed, and her eyes kindled with the last glow 
of life, her voice was earnest in prayer for her children, 
and her last words, heard distinctly by us all, were — 
" Into thy hands I commit them." 

A r. 



Tribute to a departed Svpertitteiideiit. 

Of the lateDea. Samuel H. Archer, who died at Sa- 
lem, on the 27th of Dec. last, many of the readers of 
this publication have had some knowledge. He has 
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been a contributor to its pages, and has for a long time 
been regarded as one of the most devoted and exem- 
plary of the superintendents of our Sabbath schools. 

Dea. Archer was engaged as a teacher of a private 
school, for several years before ho became a Christian. 
Possessing an unusual share of good sense, and a very 
rare tact for the instruction and discipline of youth, his 
success very soon attracted public attention. A very 
liberal patronage encouraged his labors. But it was 
afler he became cordially interested in the education of 
souls in the school of Christ, that he was enabled to 
exert the happiest influence over his pupils. Their 
manners and morals, in school and out of school, at home 
and abroad, were an object of his constant and prayerful 
solicitude. All his plans and measures were admirably 
adapted to ensure the most cheerful as well as most 
punctual obedience. 

From his weekly school, Dea. Archer brought into 
the Sabbath school of the Tabernacle Church, the prac- 
tical wisdom which had earned for him a most desirable 
reputation with parents and pupils. He organized the 
school by arranging the classes in three departments, 
according to the age of the different members. It was 
a favorite object with him, to introduce to the advanta- 
ges of this mode of studying the Bible, all the members 
of the congregation, who are able to attend public wor- 
ship. He instituted weekly meetings of the teachers; 
established a system of monthly contribution for divers 
benevolent objects; and labored assiduously to sustain 
the Sabbath School Concert of Prayer. He never 
seemed to lose sight of any interest of the school, and 
his eyes were always quick to discern any improve- 
ments, which could be adopted. He acquainted himself 
personally with the members of the respective classes, 
noticing very particularly those in the infant depart- 
ment. Suggestions from the teachers and others he 
always listened ^to with the kindest attention. He 
seemed to have no desire of making himself conspicu- 
ous; and never persisted in an experiment which was 
found to disappoint his expectations, or which did not 
receive the cordial cooperation of his associates. In 
every situation and circumstance, it was obvious to all, 
that he sought by every judicious measure 'to secure the 
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salvation of souls, and the advancement of the glory of 
the Redeemer. 

So clear and unwavering were his views of Christian 
doctrine ; so exemplary was he in all the virtues of per- 
sonal godliness; so steady and uniform were his exer- 
tions to do good unto all as he had opportunity ; that nor 
one ever thought of suspecting him of any other motives 
than those which are honest in the sight of God. Thus 
he hecame greatly endeared to the members of the 
church, and society in general, and to the Sabbath school 
teachers and scholars in particular. All respected him 
and all loved him. 

H? superintended the Tabernacle Sabbath school for 
about eight years. After his removal tp Illinois, it was 
found to be of an organization so complete in every 
part, and each part so fitted to every other, that the 
school might almost be said to be capable of superin- 
tending itself. Suffice it to say, that, according to the 
testimony of many competent witnesses, it is probably 
constituted upon as good a plan, and is carried forward 
by a course of measures as wise and unexceptionable, 
as any other Sabbath school in the Commonwealth, if 
not in the country. 

When Dea. Archer resigned his office, the parting 
was like the sundering of the ties of a pastor and peoplq 
mutually and tenderly endeared. It may well be doubt- 
ed, whether the removal of any Sabbath school super- 
intendent by death or otherwise, ever occasioned more 
sincere and more intense regret and lamentation. 

At Upper Alton, Illinois, he became superintendent 
of another Sabbath school. He had begun there the 
same general system which he had so successfully pur- 
sued in Salem. His labors were appreciated as invalu- 
able. 

After a residence in Illinois of about a year and a half, 
he thought best to return with his family to his native 
city ; being satisfied that he had misjudged in emigrating 
to the West. His arrival was anticipated with joy anq 
gladness by all who had known his worth, and by many 
others who now expected to participate in the blessings 
of his accustomed usefulness. Dec. 14th he arrived at 
the house of his brother-in-law, Rev. S. M. Wor- 
cester. The next day he complained of symptoms, 



1839.] SABBATH SCHOOL TISITBB. 53 

which caused him to retire at an early hour. On the 
day following, he found himself unable to leave his 
chamber; and thus a grievous disappointment was ex- 
perienced by hundreds, who eagerly sought his coun- 
tenance in the sanctuary, and longed once more to hear, 
in the Sabbath school, the tones of his earnest and af- 
fectionate voice. His illness increased and soon be- 
came alarming. But before he could have had any 
serious apprehension of a fatal issue, his mind had be- 
come so affected by the complicated malady, that he 
made no conversation upon any subject. His devoted 
wife and his numerous friends were therefore not per- 
mitted to enjoy the satisfaction of hearing his dying tes- 
timony and counsel. But they felt not the smallest 
solicitude in regard to his preparation for an abundant 
entrance into the everlasting kingdom of his God and 
Savior. They had the most consolatory assurance, that 
he would die in the Lord and receive a crown of immortal 
glory. And when he breathed no more, there was 
*' joy of grief," because, as he had lived the life of the 
righteous, so he must have died the death of the right- 
eous. 

Reader, are you preparing so to die ? And were you 
now to die, would the devout men who should gather 
you to your burial, sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope? L. N. R. 

Having enjoyed a personal and somewhat intimate acquaintance with 
Dea. Archer, we can most heartily sabscribe to the above tribute to 
his memory and the excellence of his character. We wonld also add 
that Dea. A. was a member of the Board of Managers of the Bfass. S. 
S. Society, from its organizadon until his removal west. He was also 
Secretary of the Essex Sooth S. S. Society, whose annual reports, 
throngh hb persevering labors, were among the most prompt, fall, 
perfect, and well arranged reports that were furnished by the auxil- 
iaries to the State Society. 

Bat this good, man has finished hin work, and we doubt not received 
faSs crown. May many a young Eiisha receive his falling mantle !•— £0. 



How is it hard for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, if money may buy out the past, present 
and future sins of himself, his deceased and succeeding 
progeny ? — Wdrwick^s Spare Minutes, 

VOL. TH. 6* 
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[From an EngUah Tract.] 

It was on a fine morning in the month of May, says a 
correspondent of an American publication, I left the 
dwelling of a friend residing in the great valley of Vir- 
ginia, aad took a ride for the benefit of my health. I 
toUowed the course of 9. small stream for some miles, 
without seeing the habitation of man: at length I espied 
near the end of the valley, and at the foot of the moun- 
tain, an aged negro at work on a small farm. His 
head was whitened with age ; and the deep wrinkles in 
his face and a stoop in his shoulders indicated that he 
had seen many years, and aufiered many hardships. 
Glad to see and converse with a human being afler my 
solitary ramble, I alighted from my horse, and address- 
ed him as follows: 

''You seem to be enduring the curse pronounced on 
fallen man — getting your bread by the sweat of your 
brow." 

''Ah, massa," said he, wiping the falling sweat from 
his face, " I have no reason to complain. I have a 

great many blessings left yet. I have Jesus Christ and 
is gospel, and that is enough for poor old Moses." 

"As you seem to be quite shut out from the world 
here, I suppose you have but few temptations?" 

"Ah, massa," said he, " wherever I go, I carry this 
bad heart with me," putting his hand to his breast, '* and 
that it is whic^ lets in the world. I have to pray 
against the world at night, and in the morning, 
and then I have to fight against it all day. T£^ 
devil can get up here in these mountains as weU as any 
where else, for you know he tempted our Savior on a 
mountain." 

" My good old friend, you seem to have been long a 
pilgrim to the heavenly country." 

"For forty years," said he, "I have found that the 
Lord has been good to me, and that he whp trusts ia kit 
Savior shaH never be moved«" 

" But' are you never tempted to forsake the Savior?" 

" I know that my heart is very deceitful, and Satan 
keeps trying to get old Moses; but my Master in heaven 
saysy 'By grace are ye naved thron^^h faith, and 
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that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.* This it 
my hope, that he who has begun a good work will finish 
it. When you plant corn, massa, you don't go away 
and leave it, and let the birds pull it up, or the grass 
and the weeds kill it; so, when God plants the good 
seed in the sinner's heart, he does not go away and 
leave it to die." 

'' You say that you are tempted sometimes?" 

*'Yes, massa, sometimes the devil will come and 
whisper in my ear, ' Moses, you serve a hard master; 
he sends sickness, and poverty, and trouble; he sendp 
the fly and kill all your wheat:' but I say, ' Devil liar; 
he is no bad Master, for he knocked at the door of ray 
heart, and I would not let him in; and then he knocked 
agaio and again, until I was obliged to open the door, 
and ever since I have found him to be good. He has 
bound up my heart when it was broken, he has come to 
my bed when I was sick, he has borne with my sins, he 
has not cast me off because I was poor and old, and did 
not love him as much as I ought; and then he died for 
poor Moses's soul. O no, he is nol a bad master. He 
may take away my wife and my children, he may burn 
my house, and lay me on a sick bed, and smite me with 
his own de^r hand; still I would love him, and say it 
was all &>r good.' " 

As he said this, a silent tear stole down his cheek. I 
could not help saying to myself, ' What would I give for 
such tears, and for such heavenly love and gratitude as 
seem to dwell in the heart of this pious old negro!' 

** You have preaching here, I suppose!" 

**Yes," said he, *' and sometimes when I go to 
preaching, my heart feels cold and dead; but then the 
mleister preaches so good, that my 9oul gets happy, and 
then the Bible preach, and woods preach, and every 
thing preach; and when my hand is at the plough, my 
soul is in heaven." 

*< You have a Bible, then?'^ 

'*Yes, I have; I learned to read thirty years ago, 
and now, when it rains all day on a Sunday, I read, and 
mng, and pray, and find that Jesus Christ can come to 
the ugly cabin of poor Moses." 

' I bade the old man farewell, with the confident hope 
of meeting him in heaven. J afterwards lean^ tbiU be 
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was remarkably punctual in attending divine worship, 
and was considered by the congregation to which he 
belonged, as remarkable for piety. 



The littl* Boy's €|«esUoa. 

'* How shall I find the way to heaven when I die?" 
said a little boy not three years old to his mother, while 
receiving instruction from her lips. 

A rational question thought I, as that mother related 
the incident in my hearing. Would that not only little 
children and those of a larger growth, but fathers and 
mothers too, and even the man rf silver hairs might often 
be heard making the same inquiry. 

The question of that little child suggests many inter- 
esting and profitable thoughts. 

I. How lovely appears the simplicity of childhood. 
Take other children, this little boy had been accustomed 
to depend on his parents for the supply of his temporal 
wants, and for guidance in every new and difficult en- 
terprise. He had been taught that he must die, aad 
that he might die young. He was not ignorant of the 
solemnity and importance of the dying hour. He knew 
that he must leave all earthly friends behind, and ti:ead 
the unknown path alone. Being an intelligent and 
thoughtful child, was it not a natural question to ask, 
•* Who will show me the way?" 

II. J%e Savior^s words were brought forcibly to the 
writer^s mind by the question of that little childf *' Except 
ye be converted," said Christ to his disciples, '* and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." Thus thought I, must the great, the 
wise, the mighty, and the learned find the way. Those 
holy gates will be for ever barred against every soul, 
who is not willing to ask the way, and having learned of 
him, who only can direct, does not, with the meekness 
and docility of a little child, tread the narrow and hum-- 
Me, as well as the pleasant path to heaven. 

III. The question of this little child can hardly fail 
to bring before any serious mind, him, who is not only 
the guide to heaven, but himself the way. As this 
question is seriously pondered, whether by adult or 
infant minds, how lovely, how precious appears the 
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Savior of sinners. Were not his kindness unspeakably 
valaable to the soul in this life, it would seem, that in 
view of the great exchange of worlds, he would be 
sought, who only can render the soul fit for heaven, 
and having himself been its guide through the dark 
valley, can only and iUone present it faultless before the 
glorious presence of Jehovah. 

IV. It was interesting to contemplate the future 
prospects of that little child. Having begun thus early 
to ask the way to heaven, I could not believe, that un- 
der skilful and judicious training, he would fail of find- 
ing it. In that infant face, an observer might already 
trace the dawning of intelligence and future piety. It 
seemed as if the Spirit had touched his little heart, and 
that he would perfect his own blessed work. Sweet 
child, may you ever, even to life's latest period, retain 
that simple dependence which you now feel on the 
power of one mightier than yourself; and may you never 
be lef^ in your own strength to tread the uncertain path 
of life, nor to enter alone the still more fearful and un- 
known way to eternity ! 

V. How great the encouragement in teaching^-evea 
to little children, the important truths of religion. The 
faithful pastor, or the devoted missionary, may toil 
long years in breaking up the fallow-ground, and in 
removing the stones and rubbish from the soil, and then 
he hardly hopes for more than half a crop. But parents 
and teachers, it is your privilege to cast the seed into 
soil softened and prepared by an Almighty hand. You 
have it fresh from God itself. See to it, that no noxious 
weeds take possession, before you cast in the precious 
seed. Having done this, you have the encouragement 
of him who sendeth rain upon the mown grass, the dew. 
upon the tender herb, and the clear shining of the sun 
after the rain. He who scattoreth temporal favors with 
a liberal hand, and who rewardeth those who cultivate 
the fruits of the earth, surely will not withhold his bless- 
ing from those, who seek to train immortal souls for the 
paradise above. V. 

" It is a glorious occupation to win souls to Christ, 
and guide them out of Egyptian bondage through the 
wilderness into the promised Canaan." 
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Benevolence of a Boy of Blve. 

A Sabbath school teacher has just sent to the Mis- 
sionary Rooms 42 cents, contributed by a little boy 
five years old, commencing of his own accord when 
three. Whenever he was asked, on bringing a cent, 
what he would have done with it, his reply was uniform- 
ly the same, '* Buy book for heathen child.^' His teacher 
believes that he gives every cent that comes into his 
hands, or that he can call his own, to this object. He 
cannot be persuaded to buy any sweet-meats or little 
toys with his money. Her prayer is, that this small 
sum may be the means of sowing some precious seed, 
that when he becomes a good man, he may be permitted 
to go forth and reap the rich harvest it may bear on 
heathen ground. T. S. 

J^orth Broohfield, Jan,, 1839. 



One uray to gain the affections of yonr Scl&olars« 

It is indispensably necessary to the success of any 
one as a teacher, that he have the entire confidence and 
the affections of his pupils. Without these he will Jabor 
in vain and spend his strength for nought. Many plans 
have been suggested and many ways devised to secure 
so desirable an object. I have no new plan to offer, but 
I merely wish to suggest, for the consideration of teach- 
ers, an old plan but little practised upon, viz., that of 
frequently inviting your scholars to your places of resi- 
dence to spend an afternoon or evening in serious con- 
versation and prayer. I can see no objections to this 
plan, and there are many reasons in its favor. You be- 
come more thoroughly acquainted with your pupils — 
with their peculiar traits of character and their different 
states of mind; and you will know much better how to 
adapt your instructions on the Sabbath to the wants of 
each. And furthermore, their parents, when they see 
you manifesting sueh an interest in their children, will 
feel a deeper interest in you and in Hhe school; and 
will exert themselves to promote its success. I would 
not have this plan take the place of visiting, for I be- 
lieve no school can be long sustained with success 
when the teachers neglect that important duty, — but in 
addition to visiting, I would have the teachers, once a 



1639.] 8ABBATH SCHOOL TlfllTSK. 59 

quarter, adopt the plan proposed. They will find them- 
selves amply rewarded in the increased interest mani- 
fested by their pupils in the lesson and in the school gen- 
erally, and perhaps, if the duty be performed with faith- 
fulness, in the anxious inquiry, '* What shall I do to be 
saved?" A Teacher. 



Th« l«Moa and !b«aeflt at SiMeeiiiy« 

*' In a Persian apologue, the lesson and the benefit 
of sincerity are beautifully taught. A mother^ in giving 
her son forty pieces of money as his portion, made him 
swear never to tell a lie, and said, ' 60, my son, I con- 
sign thee to God, and we shall not meet again till the 
day of judgment.' The youth went away, and the party 
he traveled with was assaulted by robbers. One fellow 
asked him what he had got, and he said, ' Forty dinars 
are sewed in my garment.' He laughed, thinking he 
jested. Another asked the same question and got the 
same answer. At last the chief called, and asked him, 
and he said, ' I have told two of your people already^ 
that I have forty dinars sewed up in my clothes.' He 
ordered the clothes to be ript open, and found the 
money. ' And how came you to tell this?' ' Because,' 
the child replied, ' I would not be false to my mother, 
to whom I have promised never to tell a lie.' ' Child,' 
said the robber, ' art thou so mindful of thy duty to thy 
mother, at thy years, and am I insensible at my age, of 
the duty I owe to my God? Give me thy hand that I 
may swear repentance on it.' He did so; his followers 
were all struck with the scene. ' You have been our 
leader in guilt,' said they to the chief, * be the. same in 
the path of virtue;' and they instantly made restitution 
of their spoils, and avowed repentance on the same 
hand." Dr. Belfrage, 

<«Too old for Ufce Sabbotb School.'* 

Mt dear young Friends, — By the politeness of Mr. 
Bullard, I have the privilege of addressing you a few 
lines through the columns of the S. S. Visiter. I sin^ 
cerely hope you will read them attentively as it is a sub- 
ject of much interest to yourselves, particularly if you 
have arrived at that critical age when^ girls and boys are 
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possessed of the infatuated idea that they are too old for 
the Sabbath school. And I hope you will not think me 
egotistical, should some of my remarks relate to my- 
self. 

A short time since, when conrersing with a young 
man of my acquaintance on religious topics and urging 
upon him the necessity of acquiring certain biblical in- 
formation, my ears were saluted by a recital of the above 
words. He was a young man of generous feelings end 
pliant disposition, but extremely fond of pleasure, par- 
ticularly theatrical amusements. When at school 20 
miles from the city, he, with his thoughtless companions, 
has of^en made sacrifices to attend the theatre, while 
his mother's bended knee has proved how the yearnings 
of her heart reached heaven for her beloved son; but no 
sacrifices of pride will he make for the Sabbath school — 
he avers ''that he is now too old,^' I can trace the 
character of many lads who have gone to destruction, 
cherishing the dangerous idea that they were *' too old 
to attend the Sabbath school." 

When about sixteen years of age I left the Sabbath 

school, in street, then under the superintendence 

of Mr. B. I had been in the school from its conunence- 
ment, many years, and when urged by the entreaties 
of a pious mother to remain, I turned a deaf ear, and 
declared I was too old ; and I persisted in this course 
until the winter of '38, when I joined a Bible Class at 
B — street, under the charge of Mr. T. O, how do I 
lament my folly and mourn over hours for ever gone, and 
past instructions lost. I might now have had a rich 
treasure of truths from God's word, and sooner found 
peace and joy in believing. JVbti?, my young friends, is 
the seed time of life. JVbto is the time to secure a rich 
harvest, while your memory is strong, and the cares of 
the world press not upon you. Take young Timothy 
for your example, who in his youth learned those Scrip- 
tures which '' are able to make you wise unto salvation." 
" Search the Scriptures," and wait not till old age finds 
you in ignorance, when you will say, ** How have I hated 
instruction and my heart despised reproof!" I can as- 
sure you that my sweetest enjoyments and most hallow- 
ed moments are now found in the Sabbath school, and 
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there I trust have found the Savior precious to my soul. 
Away, then, with your mistaken idea that you are '* too 
old for the Sabhath school," and let your language be, 

*' I love to have the Sabbath come, 
I love to hue and qait my home, 
And haste to school, wiih cheerful air, 
To meet my friends and teacher there.'* 

February Gih, 1839. C. F. D. 



**QrwkMp all— I«os« allt*> or tlte t^ro SfeieplftaWU* 
A rA9tM raoM thb cxaiiAir or HXBDsa. 

A burning drought had long been consuming the 
plains of India, as two shepherds, Hamet and Raschid, 
met each other upon the bounds of their fields. They 
were nearly dying with thirst, and saw their flocks ready 
to faint. They raised their eyes towards heaven, and 
implored relief. All at once a deep stillness arose — the 
birds ceased singing — ^the bleating and bellowing of the 
flocks were hushed, and the two shepherds saw in the 
valley a majestic celestial figure approach them. In 
one hand he held the sheaf of plenty, and in the other 
the sickle of devastation. They trembled with terror, 
and sought to conceal themselves; but he called to them 
in a voice sod as the whispers of the evening zephyr, 
when it gently rocks the spicy shrubs of Arabia. 

** Approach," said he, "sons of the dust — fly not 
from your benefactor! I am come to offer you a gift, 
which only through your folly can become useless or 
pernicious. I will grant your request, and give you 
water, if you will tell me how much you need to content 
you. Be not in haste to reply — reflect that in all human 
wants, excess is as hurtful as deficiency. Explain your- 
selves, and thou, Hamet, speak first." 

'* O, good angeH" answered Hamet, ** if thou wilt 
pardon my boldness, grant me a little brook, that dries 
not up in summer, and in winter is not overflowed." 

"Thou shalt have it," replied the angel^ and with his 
sickle, now an instrument of good, he struck the parched 
earth. The two shepherds immediately saw at their 
feet a spring gush forth, and spread over the fields of 
Hamet. The flowers breathed a fresh fragrance — the 
trees adorned themselves with green leaves, and the 
flocks extinguished their thirst in the stream. 

VOL. TII. 6 
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Now turned the angel towards the second shepherd, 
and commanded him to speak. '* I pray thee/' said 
Raschid, 'Mhat thou wouldest lead the great Ganges, 
with all its waters and fishes, through my fields." The 
modest Hamet wondered ^i the daring pride of Raschid, 
and was almost ready to quarrel with himself that he 
had not first ventured this great request, while Raschid 
was already congratulating himself on the preference, 
which he, as owner and proprietor of the Ganges, would 
have over the simple Hamet. 

But, quickly, the angel, with a frown, departed and 
went up the stream. The shepherds stood in anxious 
expectation what he would do, when a mighty roaring 
arose in the distance, and the Ganges, having broken 
over its banks, came rushing down in raging floods. 
The water overflowed and desolated in_ a moment all 
the fields of Raschid. It rooted up his trees, swallowed 
his flocks, and he himself was finally swept away by its 
fury. The proud possessor of the Ganges became the 
prey of a crocodile, while the modest Hamet dwelt by 
his stream in peace. A. 



ReT-ival tn. « Scliool. 



The following account of a revival in a school at the West, recently 
poblished in the Boston Recorder^ is so full of encouragement to teach- 
ers and to thote Sabbath tchooU in MaszachusetUihat are contribviing 
to htnd books to Sabbath schoolt in that section of the country , that 
we are constrained to give it a place in the Visiter. 

" The following is an extract of a letter recently received by a 
lady who went to the West a few years since, in order to de- 
vote herself to the instruction of th^ young. * * This letter 
is dated at Parisy Mo,, Sefitember 20, 1838. In the early part 
of the season, she took a school for the summer in a country 
plnce, some distance from Paris, where she had been for some 
time engaged in a female seminary. It was in reference to 
her school in this country place, that she writes. In June 
last, soon after commencing this school, she wrote as follows: 
'They have never had a Sabbath school in this neighl)orhood 
before this summer*, nor preach ifig, nor regular meetings ; but 
this spring they united and built a meeting-house ; and now 
they have regular preaching of some kind. I expected to be 
opposed in my exertions here to establish a Sabbath school, 
from what I had heard ; but I made the attempt, and succeed- 
ed beyond my expectation. All seem interested, and I have 
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net heard a word spokeo against it The second week aAer 
I commenced school, I told the children if they would meet 
me the next Sabbath, they might have the privilege of learn- 
ing more of the Scriptures than time would permit on other 
days. Sabbath morning, I found thirty-five children, with 
quite a number of the parents and others. I did not expect 
any assistance, nor even a cordial approbation, and was quite 
surprised to see su6h a number. The three trustees of the 
school came, and told me they heartily wished success to the 
effort, and would do aU they could to assist ; but 1 must super- 
intend the school, as they were unacquainted with the best 
method of conducting Sabbath schools. 1 however prevailed 
on one of the gentlemen to take the superintendeoce. The 
Bext day, one of the teachers went to Paris to see if they could 
obtain a library, and found that my good friend Mr. W. had 
already purchased one as a present for me. They were pur- 
chased of a gentleman who came from Massachusetts last 
spring. I never saw children so crazy with delight as they 
were ; and when I told them what a distance they had been 
brought, they were astonished out of measure. The books 
are carefully handled, and thoroughly read, by both parents 
apd children. The Sabbath School Visiters and Youth*s 
Companions you sent some time ago, were read and re-read, 
till their contents were almost committed to memory.' 

We have given this copious extract, in order to show the 
condition of the place, where the results mentioned below 
have been realized; and also to show the eagerness of the 
children and of the people in that region for instruction. & 
shoufs also, thai tht monejf thai xs ratsed in Ntto England to jnur^ 
chtue books to stnd to the Wtst^ is not throum away. The letter 
of which the following is an extract, is dated September 20, 
1838: *My school closed, as I must, with humility, confess, I 
never had a school close before, with the hopeful conversion 
of nearly all my largest scholars. I spoke of the Sabbath 
school in my last The interest at first excited continued to 
increase, until it was evident that the Lord was about to visit 
us in mercy. Nearly all the neighborhood were in the habit 
of attending, and with apparently increasing attention and 
seriousness. Rev. Mr. W., of Paris, has helped me much by 
visiting the school occasionally, and talking to the children. 
I am more than ever convinced that the Bible should occupy 
a prominent place in week day schools. I have never tried 
to excite the feelings of these scholars; but have endeavored 
to inspire a love for the study of the Scriptures, and to make 
them apprehend Bible truths. The Spirit of the Lord ac- 
companied the word to their salvation. A camp meeting* 

* Camp-nuetings, in the new senlements, are matters of necessity. The 
means chT grace are so inade(|uate that great numbers must have the benefit of 
them at the same timej and they have no bouses of worship suflicienUy large 
to accommodate those who flock together to attend extra meetings. 
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commenced at the new camp-ground, built near the school 
house, the next day aAer the school closed. Some were pre- 
sent from the various denominations of Christians ; but every 
one seemed to have left party prejudice behind, and to be in- 
terested in the one all-absorbing subject of the conversion of 
souls. One thing which rendered this meeting so interesting- 
to all, was the a[)pearance of the Sabbath scholars They 
were the first tiiat manifested anxiety, and the first that ex- 
pressed hope ; and their conversation and appearance were 
such as I cannot describe. There was no effort to raise an 
excitement; and the influence upon these minds appeared to 
be from the genial refreshing of the Holy Spirit, causing the 
good seed of the word to spring up and bring forth fruit. 
About twenty youth of the neighborhood have made a public 
profession of religion. There was apparently, not an unfeel-^ 
ing person present at the meeting. One man started home 
in a rage, cursing and swearing; but conviction followed 
him, and made him return to cry for mercy, t learn from 
them since I left, that the work is still going on ; and that there 
is hardly an unconverted person left in the place. They keep 
up the Sabbath school, and hold a weekly prayer-meeting, 
besides one held by the Sabbath school girls. Tell my dear 

S that some little girls, about her age, have determined to 

remember their Creator, though they have not half the privi- 
leges she has. Some of them have parents that never taught 
them any thing in their lives." # • # • • 

If any schools in Massachusetts wish to place one or more 
libraries at the disposal of the lady referred to above, they can 
^o so, by sending the amount they wish so to appropriate to 
the Depository of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society; 
and in return, we promise, in her name, that she will corre* 
spend with them. N. 



Bablmtlft Sclnoolfl not « flnbstttute tor Parental tMMSlUnflf* 

The New York Episcopal ** Sobday School Visiter," is now pab- 
lished in an enlarged form under the name of ** Journal of Religions 
Education, and Fannily and Sunday School Visiter." From an edito- 
rial article on the ** objects of the Journal," we have selected the fol- 
towing very judicious remarks: 

''If the necessary tendency of Sabbath schools were even to 
abridge the amount of attention bestowed upon children by 
their parents and their ministers in the way of biblical and cat- 
echetical instruction, we could not hesitate a moment to give 
our voice for their suppression. We cannot acquiesce in any 
interpretation of the design of Sabbath school instruction, 
which contemplates it in the light of a substitute for parental 
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teaching, proeecuied with the aid and under the supervision 
of the minister. • • • This is an arrangement of 
divine appointment for which we are not at liberty to seek an 
equivalent, and which admits of none. The same authority 
which says to parents, ' bring up your children in the nurture 
and admonition of the LonJ,' says to ministers, * feed my 
lambs,' and we dare not entrust their moral training exclu- 
sively nor principally toother hands. 

Admit tiiat parents and the clergy have been e/^regiously 
remiss in their attention to this sacred trust. Shall we take it 
upon ourselves on this account to transfer their duty to 
others ? Better, far better, even on the score of exfiediency, 
to attempt to arouse parents and the clergy from their crim- 
inal indifference. None can entertain a doubt that, if they 
would be faithful to their trust, they have it in their power to 
do far more than the usual inst meters of SablMth schools ; 
and we know not upon what principle it has been assumed, 
as it has been practieaUy assumed, that it is easier to awaken a 
concern for the religious training of children in the bosoms 
of strangers, than in the bosoms of their parents and spiritual 
pastors. What argument can be employed to interest the 
former, that will not come home with an hundred times the 
force to the consciences and affections of the latter ? We 
cannot entertain a doubt that, if less than a moiety of the 
effort which has been made to secure the religious instruction 
of the tmptized children of the church by others than their 
parents and their ministers, had been expended to excite their 
(egitimate instructers to do their duty, the cause of Christiaa 
education would at present wear a very different aspect." 



Bast Str««t Eabbatli School, Boston. 

The superintendent of the East street Sabbath school, Mr. 
George H. Davis, has furnished us with the report which he 
read before his school, on the first Sabbath in January last. 
From this report we have gathered the following particulars : 

There were added to the school the past year, 12 teachers 
and 167 scholars; and 6 teachers and 113 scholars lefl, mak- 
ing an increase to the school of 6 teachers and 54 scholars. 
The present number is 31 teachers and 211 scholars. The 
average attendance, during the past year, was 132 ; the great- 
est number present at any one time, was 163. Fourteen of 
the pupils and alt the teachers are hopeflilly pious ; 9 mem- 
bers of the school l)ecame pious the past year and 9 made a 
public profession of religion. 

The report expresses the belief that many of the scholars 
who have left, are lost for want of suitable care and effort, on 

VOL. VH. 6* 
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the part of the teachers, when they are first brought into the 
school, to interest them in its exercises. 

There are connected with the school four large and inter- 
esting Bible Classes ; one of from 15 to 20 young men, and 
three of young ladies, numbering between 30 and 40. The 
influence of these classes on the school is regarded as very 
important and beneficial. 

Of the scholars who were added to this school the past 
year, 72 were brought in by the instrumentality of scholars, 
43 by teachers, 23 by parents, and the remainder came in of 
their own accord, or through the influence of tract distrib- 
utors. 

TXACMSIi'f XrrOKTt mSWAKDSD. 

' A Tract distributor and teacher in this school, found a fam- 
ily consisting of a father and mother and five children. They 
attended no meeting regularly, though the mother was a pro- 
fessing Christian ; and the children attended no Sabbath schooL 
This teacher invited them to attend the Sabbath school. 
They said they had no shoes that were suitable. This was 
made known to the missionary of that part of the city, and he 
procured shoes for the children, and they joined the school. 
They soon became very much interested, and finally the eldest 
became hopefully pious. This had a great efiect on the 
parents, who began to attend meeting constantly ; the fiither 
became anxious about his salvation, and soon obtained a hope, 
and the mother began to tremble in view of the sin of having 
looked back afler having put her hand to the plough ; but she 
now hopes she has turned from her backslidings again unto 
the Lord. This father and mother and daughter have united 
with the church, and the children continue to attend the 
Sabbath school, though they reside more than a mile dis- 
tant. How great and happy the results of that teacher's 
efforts ; and how precious his reward ! 

DKBAl>FaL Siro or DItOBXOIXiroX TO PAXBITTt. 

Two of the scholars of this school died, the past year. One 

of these was John ^ who was drowned. His parents often 

told him not to go upon the water without their permission ; 
even the very day he was drowned, they told him not to go* 
But, in company with two other boys, he went. He was gone 
all day, and his anxious parents sought for him in vain, till the 
iineflsenger arrived with the news that he was dead. He went 
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upon the water, cootrary to the commaoda cihia parenta, and, 
with the dreadful aio of diaobedienco upon him, waa called, 
suddenly, into the presence of his God. Bbtv dnadfiU xm the 
end of diiobeditnce to partnU ! " He that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall mddenhf be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy." 

But what is most aflfecting, in the case of this boy, is the 
fact, that he was a Sdbhalh school sdiolar. His parents sent 
him, Sabbath after Sabbath, but he did not go. He told them 
he went ; but he played truant The sins of breaking the Holy 
Sabbath, of fiilsehood and of disobedience to his parents, all 
seem to have been intimately connected with that boy's dealh. 
Surely the end of disobedience to the commands of God and 
the commands of parents, is dreadftiL Let this sad story be 
a warning to every child and youth. 



M«t«1ftl«fls Saiuitl're tor Iijrlagf* 

In one of our New England cities there lived a small boy, 
whom we shall call James, .who early became addicted to 
^i^^* "^bis wicked habit; — as is usually the case with every 
wicked practice, — grew upon him very rapidly, till he would 
tell a fiilsebood in almost every sentence he uttered. He 
became so inclined to this sin, that he would lie when one 
would think the truth would answer his purpose better. 

One day, as James came in, his mother asked him some- 
thing, and in answering her he told a dreadful lie. The poor 
mother, almost broken-hearted, went out into the garden to 
weep alone over her perverse, wicked, and, as she feared, her 
ruined son. As she was standing alone and looking on the 
ground, thinking what she could do to break her child of such 
a dreadful habit of sin, she cast her eye on some wormtoood. 
She happened to think that any thing bitter ymn very disagree- 
able and nauseous to James, and she thought in a moment, 
what she would do. She immediately gathered a quantity of 
the wormwood, and went in and steeped it very strong. She 
then made a swab, and, with the assistance of a domestic, took 
her lying, foul-mouthed boy and confined him fast, and then 
swabbed his mouth thoroughly, all about his tongue, teeth 
and throat, with this bitter wash of wormwood. 

The poor hoy cried and his stomach heaved, and he was 
very sick. — Medicine almost always makes the patient worse 
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before be is better. — James begged tbat bis mother would not 
let the bitter stuff run down his throat '^Yes,*' said his 
mother, " I ahall let it run down your throat" But just as she 
bad filled her swab again and was going to put some down 
his throat, he begged so hard, and promised so penitently 
never to lie again, tbat she told him she would not do it then ; 
but the very next time she caught him in a falsehood, she 
should do it 

Thi& medicine proved efficacious. A perfect cure, it is be- 
lieved, has been effected.- Several years have since passed 
away, and there have been no symptoms of a relapse. For 
on% year aAer this experiment was made, it was with the 
greatest difficulty James could be made to answer any ques- 
tion ; so great was his fear that his former disease might re- 
turn and he should be obliged to submit to another course of 
medicine. 

We doubt whether, in the whole history of ^^ vegetable mtdi- 
ciius^ a single case can be found, where a disease, so obsti- 
nate and dangerous as the moral disease mentioned above, was 
so speedily and perfectly removed as in this case. We see 
not, then, why this does not defeerve to be ranked among the 
*^ matchless sanatives,^ 



The Teaclftcr tbe Orphan** Parent. 

Among the scholars in most if not all our Sabbath schools, there are 
those who have been deprived of a father's and a mother's counsels, 
iDstrnctions and prayers. If they are yet in childhood, or the early 
period of youth, severe indeed is their affliction. What object can 
make a stronger appeal to the sympathies of a Christian heart, than a 
helpless orphan. No Christian can think of the dangers and temptations 
to which such a child or youth will be exposed, without deep emotion; 
without raising a prayer to the God of the fatherless, that he will raise 
ap friends and especially spiritual guardians. 

We have been assured that many of our Sabbath school scholars, 
particularly in tnanvfacturing places, are orphans. Now this fact 
throws upon teachers a most solemn, and perhaps to many, a new obli- 
gation. They must become those orphans' parents, so far as relates to 
their religious instruction. For their souls, peculiarly, they are to toatch 
as those that must give account. Perhaps there are none but teachers, 
who care for their souls; and certainly there are none who would be 
more likely to exercise a ralthful guardianship over their spiritual, and, 
as far as possible, their temporal interests, than pious, faithful teachera. 

We recently beard a father,— one who feels a tender interest for 
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orphan ehOdreo, and who knows, bji: hit own monnifai eiporieneo» 
what it ifl to be left an orphan child, with orphan brotliera and aiateii 
looking ap to him for protection, — we recently heard each a father aay, 
<* Were I to leave my children fatherleaa, I know of no one to whoea 
oare and gaardianship I wonUl eatroat them, aooner than to a iaithfnl 
Sabbath school teacher." 

Soch is the confidence many parents repose in faithfal Sabbath school 
teachers. Such confidence, it may be, many parenta now in heaTen, 
felt, when on their dying beds, in those to whose instmetion they were 
then leaving their fatherless or motiierless children. Teachers! 
have yon been faithful to those children and youth ? Are yon still 
worthy of that confidence ? O forget not the hopes of those dying 
parents; and forget not yonr obligations to their orphan chiklren. If 
yon are faithfal and wise in training their children ibr heaven, with 
what blessings will their parents hail yon when yon finish yonr labors 
and enter npon yonr rest! 

Bnt, teachers, how moch better than orphans, so fitf as respecto 
their s piritnal interests, are all those of yonr scholars, whose parenta 
eare not for their souls I Indeed, it may be in seme instances that 
their sitaation is even worse than that of orphana— inasmuch as pa^ 
rental example and perhaps instmetion are obatrncting their way to 
heaven and leading them on to ruin. For their souls, then, yon 
mast watoh, and pray. Let yonr labors be assiduons and ^our prayers 
lervent, and your dependence on God entire, and, notwithstanding all 
these obstacles to their salvation, yon may save their souls from death, 
and hide a mnltitode of sins. 



Dmaiger ApprelMBided* 

We have heard that apprehensions have been expressed respecting 
the influence of Sabbath school teachers. It is said that many of those 
who are engaged in teaching the yoong the great truths and doctrines 
of the Bible, are persons of a very limited education, and conse- 
qnently that they are liable to err in their instrnctions, and that erro- 
neous interpretations of these truths and doctrines may produce conse- 
qnences the most disastrous. Great danger is apprehended from this 
Bource, and, if we rightly understood, the opinion was at least half en* 
tertained, that it was even better to forego all the advantages we antici- 
pate from this instruction, than risk this danger. 

We admit that erroneous interpretations of divine truth may be fol- 
lowed by disastrous consequences; bnt where the pastor or an intel- 
ligent and judicious superintendent meets the teachers for the examina- 
tion of the lesson, — as is very desirable in all cases where it is practica- 
ble, — we do not believe serk)us errora will often occur. And besides. 
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u not the same danger to be apprehended fro A the instruction of 
piooB parents— are they, as a body, better qoalified to interpret the 
word of God, than the great body of Sabbath school teachers ? And 
yet, what minister would presame to recommend to the parents of his 
charch, wA to teach their children in matters of religion, lest they 
should give wrong instruction! God has commanded parents to teach 
the truths of his word, diligently unto their children; and to talk of 
them, in the morning and at night, in the house and by the way. 
Will parents, who obey this divine injunction, — especially since they 
must often, almost necessarily, teach without much previous examina- 
tion, — be more likely to avoid errors in their instructions, than teachers, 
who generally spend more or less time in special preparation on the 
lessons assigned to their pupils? Surely not But we think no 
serious danger need be apprehended on this point. But be this as it 
may, the duty of parents is plain — God has made it plain. They are 
to teach their children the truths of the Bible in the morning and at 
night, in the house and by the way, when they lie down and when 
they rise up. And we believe the providence of God makes the duty of 
Sabbath school teachers also plain. Their labors have been continued 
a sufficient length of time to test their influence thoroughly, and there 
are ten tliousand, thousand cases where that influence has been happy, 
to OTie where it has been injurious. Let teachers, then, gird themselves 
anew for this work. The mere whisper of such danger as is mention- 
ed above, should stimulate them to more diligence and thoroughness 
in their preparations for the school, and more earnest prayer for divine 
wisdom and teaching, that they may not only avoid such a danger, but 
may teach many to become wise unto eternal life. 



Sad JHkjM Brifplitekfted. 

The picture opposite represents a very affecting incident in a little 
book of the above title, recently published by the Mass. S. S. Society. 

Helen had disobeyed her kind mother and became so unhappy and 
obstinate that it was found necessary to put her away alone where she 
might think of her conduct and repent. It was not till • night, that she 
felt subdued and wished to confess her faults and ask her mother to 
forgive and kiss her. But then it was too late. Her mother had been 
taken violently ill and Helen must retire without her niother*s forgiving 
kiss. But sho earnestly sought pardon of her heavenly Father. 

Many long, long days past away ; but so sick was the poor mother, 

that the penitent child could not even see her. Her heart was almost 

broken. At length her mother began to grow better, and Helen was 

told that the next day, if her mother continued better, she should go in 

and speak to her. 



«ABBATH I 




ITie scene repreaentai] b; the engraving, i* Ihe iollowing: •■The 
neil day came, and I eailj claimed Ihe fulGlment or iha praniba. 
firolher Robert and I went inio the fardea lo galher llie Treiiheal and 
fairest flowers. Soma we Hnsnged in a tumbler and placed bj her 
bed; some we ilrened on her pillow; a very little banch 1 held in my 
hand far the pleasure of piesontlng it to her niy«elf. As she wisjuit 
then sleeping, we aat down near her. " Dear, dear mamins," I ei- 
daiaied, as soon as slie opened her eyes. We pressed rurwHrd, scurce- 
Ij heeding the eipiralDlatinns nronr narsa. 

"Mydearehildren!" — Oh lohcar her speak agaia! "Oh, mamma! 
mamma!" and sobbing, 1 laid my head an the pillow beside hers, "I 
have been so unhappy — I never shall be happy until yoa gel well 
■gain. Was it I made yon sick ! I was so wicked, mamma, can yan 
fargiveme?" I wa» almost brokeii-hearled. She hashed mo, forgHve 
me, kissed me. It seemed ns if a load had been taken ofT my heart — I 
mstigain happy." 

Notices of Kew I>nltlleBUans b^ the Saolctr- 
The Blood of Abel and the Blood of Sprihilino; or 
the Law and the Gospel. ISmo. This is a subject of great im- 
portance and should be studied even by the ynang. The Law and the 
Go«pel pre here compared, illustrated and eiplnined, in a conversation 
between a mother and her ToDr children, so clearly and r<miliarty that 
they may be onderBiood by youthful minds. 

The We.4. Mission. The first chapter of this book was originally 
pDblishcd In the " Wyandot Chief" The anthor has added another 
chapter, in which the history is bronght down lo [lie present time; and 
it is now publii>hed in a volame by itself, with the belief thai it will be 
more niefal aud bett^ meet the wisbei at the readera. 
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THE RAINBOW. 




ii ^^4^ 



Come see how fast the weather clears,The sun is shi-ning nowj And 




m^: 



e 




^p^e^ 




on the last dark cloud appears A beauteous col • ored bow. 



p=^m 



'Tis God who makes the storm to 
And sun to shine again : 

The rainbow is the sign of peace, 
Between himself and men. 



This lovely bow he stretches forth, 
And bends from shore to shore ; 

His own fair token to the earth, 
He'll bring a flood no more. 



Just such a bow shines brightly round 
The throne of God in heaven, 

Which shows his mercy has no bound, 
And speaks of sins forgiven. 



SABBATH SCHOOL VISITER, 
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A Tlioiiglit of « deceased youmg VrUmdm 

WBITTBl* OW THAHKaOlTIirO DAY, 1838* 

Fair habitant of yon brig^ht sphere, 
Say, dost thou, midst the bliss above, 

Remember those who wander here, 
Once bound to thee in chords of love? 

We think of thee, dear parted one. 
Blooming and beauteous as thou wert ; 

We o'er thy grave weep not alone. 
Thou wert the loved of many a heart 

And while around a father's board. 

This sister band unbroken meet, 
And the rich mercy is adored, 

Which keeps their number yet complete, — 

We think of that sad, sorrowing throng, 
From which thy form hath passed away ; 

How shall they wake the sacred song ? 
How shall they keep the joyous day ? 

But if a mournful hour is theirs. 
And tears to them for meat are given ; 

Child of a sainted mother's prayers! 
Hath she not welcomed thee to heaven ? 

A. a H. 

TOL. ni. 7 
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The CaptlT-e Maid. 

A youthful Jewish maiden lived in those dajs when 
Judea was a land flowing with milk and honey — a coun- 
try hlessed with the peculiar favor of Heaven, and smil- 
ing in the richness of the most exuberant fertility. Sur- 
rounded by affectionate friends, she spent the days of 
childhood, growing up in the fear of the Lord and the 
exercise of those sweet virtues cherished by the hand 
of parental piety. 

But a cloud passed across her path, while life's morn 
was in its prime. A band of warlike intruders broke 
in upon the quiet of the scene, laying waste happy 
homes and fertile valleys, murdering fathers and broth- 
ers and carrying women and children into captivity. 
The little maiden fell into their hands, and, torn from 
her friends and the scenes of childhood, was carried to 
a strange land to become a slave. 

The affections of the heart are prone to fasten them- 
selves upon something; and when we are separated from 
one circle of friends we form to ourselves another. 
The warm affections of the young captive began soon to 
flow forth to those by whom she was surrounded, while 
the same lovely qualities, whicl) had endeared her to her 
friends and made her the charm of the domestic circle, 
gained for her the love of strangers. She soon became 
cheerful, and though she could not forget her home, and 
her smile had not the sunny brightness of former days, 
she wore an expression of sweet, submissive content- 
ment. 

Her quick perception of the wishes of others, her 
ready kindness and unassuming modesty, won upon the 
heart of her mistress. Selected as her constant atten- 
dant, the little captive perceived that sorrow preyed up- 
on her heart. Ever quick to feel the distress of others 
and desirous of alleviating it, she sought the cause. It 
was not long ere she perceived that her master, a man 
of wealth and high in authority, was the victim of a dis- 
tressing and incurable disease. She had seen this dis- 
ease before, and knew that though the healing art must 
be applied in vain, there was one in her own land, the 
holy prophet of her God, who was endued with heaven- 
ly power, and was sometimes permitted to restore health 



1839.] tABBATH SCHOOL TI8ITZB. 75 

and gladness to the disconsolate leper. O, thought she, 
if ray master knew this man of God, how soon might he 
be happy. She longed to speak of him, but her retiring 
modesty almost forbade the attempt. But as she saw 
him from day to day suffering and sorrowing, she resolv- 
ed to do all in her power for his relief, and she said one 
day to her mistress, "Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover 
him of his leprosy." The slightest possibility of relief 
is seized upon by those who watch over suffering 
friends, and these words of the little captive immediate- 
ly attracted attention, and the message was soon carried 
to her master. Hope had almost forsaken his heart, 
but the affectionate solicitude of friends urged him to 
this last resort, and he set out for the land of Israel. 

With what intensity of interest the heart of the cap- 
tive maiden witnessed his departure and expected his 
return! He went to the land of her fathers, to the 
prophet of her God. It might be that he would return 
rejoicing in health, and adoring him whom she loved to 
worship ; but should ho fail of relief, how bitter would 
be her disappointment, how would her faith be despised 
and dishonored! His absence was protracted beyond 
his expectation, and of\en were her eyes turned in the 
direction in which he went; oflen was her heart raised 
to him in whose power she trusted for the accomplish- 
ment of her wishes. At length he appeared — her most 
sanguine hopes were realized — her master was indeed 
healed. Ah! how sweet the joy of that child who had 
thus been the instrument of conferring an inestimable 
benefit on one whom she loved and honored; how pleas- 
ant to witness the happiness of Naaman and his house- 
hold! 

Surely the young, the obscure, the unworthy, need 
not despair of usefulness, since God has of\en chosen to 
do his greatest works by the most humble instruments. 

C. 

Poor Hmxkey, 

It was Sabbath morning. The village bell had rung, 
and the family of Mr. W had early left their pleas- 
ant fireside and happy home, and in a family wagon 
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had wound their way along the banks of the river to the 
church, three miles distant. Chastened by a recent 
heavy affliction, they sought consolation in the clefls of 
the rock, and cheerfully hastened to the tabernacle of 
God. Mr. W. had been a faithful, diligent and truly 
worthy man. He had labored hard to maintain 
his family, now rising to bless and comfort him, and to 
support his aged and excellent parents who lived with 
him, and whose gray hairs were descending peacefully 
to the grave. He had three years since taken into his 
family a girl — ^then only ten years of age, the poor 
friendless child of an intemperate father and unprinci- 
pled mother. She had been dependent upon public 
charity, until received by one whose heart and hand 
were always ready to every good work. The sunshine 
of prosperity was sending forth its cheering light, to re- 
ward his, industry, and gladden his heart. The summer 
had passed, and the harvest had abundantly afforded 
him the necessaries of life. His barns were well filled, 
and the grateful prayer ascended morning and evening 
to him who orders seed time and harvest. But in some 
unaccountable way, only two weeks before, the storm 
had swept over him, and his barn, with all his cattle, 
and winter stock, were destroyed by the raging fire. 
The hand of God was heavy, but he bowed in submis- 
sion and humility; and, as he seated himself in the house 
of prayer, and reviewed the past, he felt that he was not 
utterly forsaken, for he had yet a home for his children 
and aged parents. He had led this morning the poor, 
but not now friendless Nancy, to take care of the young- 
er children, and to wait upon his father and mother. 
And as she sat there by the cheerful fireside, what 
thoughts were passing in her young heart ? Thorny had 
been her path. Was she thinking of the resting-place 
she had found? Was she grateful for the instruction 
which had been poured in upon her darkened mind? In 
the calm retirement of God's day, was she forming the 
pious resolution to be a comfort to the family who had 
taken her in when she was as a solitary tree in a dreary 
wilderness ? Mr. W. had been absent but a short time, 
when she left the room and sought a distant part of the 
house, alone. Was it to pray? God bless her in her 
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solitude, if she seeks him who is the father of the father- 
less. The valuable tools an industrious perseverance 
had purchased were lying about a large room which had 
been used as a mechanic's shop. Light wood and shav- 
ings were scattered about the floor. These Nancy quietly 
collected, and piled in one heap in the corner of the room. 
Steadily she arranged the kindling materials, and set the 
devouring fire to them. Calmly watching it, until the 
blue smoke curled and waved about her, and the flames 
kindled and mounted, she looked with an eager eye 
to the accomplishment of her wicked design. O how 
truly is the '* heart deceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked!" Passing through several rooms and 
closing each door, she returned to the sitting-room, and 
took from the arms of its grandmother the babe, loved 
and cherished. The dark deed was done. Her eye 
rested upon the clock. Time passed. There was no 
agitation, no regret. The hand moves slowly on, but 
destruction hastens. Is it too late, rash girl? Must the 
home of the aged and the young be destroyed — thy home 
— thine only place of refuge? Yes, it is too late. The 
alarm is given. The long, shrill cry of ''fire" has reached 
the church, has reached the ears of the impoverished fam- 
ily. Fearfulness and trembling came upon them, and they 
were ready to cry out, " Oh God, thou hast cast us ofP- — 
thou hast scattered us. Thou didst bless our spring, and 
crownedst the year with thy goodness; but thou hast 
kindled a fire against us, and we are consumed!" The 
scene which awaited them, as they returned to the vil- 
lage, cannot be described. The flames mounted high, 
and vain was the help of man. A kind friend had re- 
ceived the family, and the sympathising neighbors used 
every means to save the property. As the house rapid- 
ly fell, and inquiries began to be made as to the cause 
of the ruin, the suspicion of one, then another, silently 
rested upon Nancy. At first it was only whispered, then 
checked. But at length some of the kind hearted 
neighbors undertook to converse with her. They lefl 
her, satisfied that she was innocent. So calm, so ap- 
parently undeserving the suspicion, that they regretted 
the suggestion. But on the following day, when pressed 
with earnest inquiry, she confessed the dreadful sin. 

VOL. VII. 7* 
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She was immediately committed to jail and there awaits 
her trial. There are convincing proofs that she also 
fired the barn a fortnight previous, although she still 
denied it. 

Poor Nancy ! She had been taught by the benevo- 
lent man, whose worldly prospects she had blasted, to 
hallow the Sabbath. Will the remembrance of that 
Sabbath be a delight to her when the heavens are wrapt 
in flames? She had been taught the commandment, 
''Thou shalt not kill." When she thinks upon the 
destruction to which she exposed the aged and young, 
and the ruin and sorrow she had brought upon the fam- 
ily who had nourished her, will she not dread his anger 
who is a consuming fire to the wicked? She had been 
taught that no liar shall enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Unless God in his mercy forgives her, what will be the 
sorrow of poor Nancy, when she leaves the prison for 
that place where the fire is never quenched ? 

Children! Has God given you pious parents? For- 
get not their instructions. Bind them about thy neck. 
Write them upon the table of thy heart: for length of 
days, and long life and peace shall they add to thee. 

But have you no religious instruction? Then trust 
in the Lord, and he will be your teacher.' Fear him — 
depart from evil. Check the first thought of sin. Let 
your daily prayer be, *' Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." A ^r. 



Tlie good Old Mam of 78. 

[Concluded from page 39.] 

While listening to the conversation of Dea. Elihu 
Pomroy, the aged Sabbath school scholar, of whom I 
have given some account in the January and Febru- 
ary Nos. of the Visiter, the following lines of Cowper 
were oflen suggested to my mind: 

" Our most important are our earliest years ; 
The mind impressible smd soft, with ease 
Imbibes and copies what she hears and sees, 
And through life's labyrinth holds fast the clew 
That education gives her, false or true." 

He frequently alluded to the scenes of his early child- 
hood, and the impressions then made on his mind by the 
conversation and example of his pious parents. There 
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was one scene in his early childhood, to which he often 
referred, as having great influence over him in all his 
subsequent life. It was the dealk'hed scene of an tmp^n- 
itent sinner. The circumstances, as he related them to 
me, but a short time before his own death, were these: 
" When 1 was a child 3 or 4 years old," said he, *' mj 
mother took me by the hand and led me to one of the 
nearest neighbors, where the man of the house was very 
sick and dying. He was a very kind neighbor, moral 
in his conduct, and upright in all his dealings with his 
fellow-men; but he was an impenitent sinner, very 
indifierent to the subject of religion. Before we had got 
to the house, I heard the groans of the dying man, and 
was afraid, and held fast to the hand of my mother, and 
looked up in her face to see if she was not afraid. She 
looked calm, but very solemn and anxious. She said, 
with a tender voice, ' My son, the man is dying. I want 
io have you see what it is to die.^ I entered the room 
with her. It was full of people, all in tears. The poor 
man himself looked most frightfully. He rolled from 
one side of his bed to the other, in great anguish of soul, 
crying out, ' I am a lost sinner, dyine without hope. O 
pray for me, sinking in death.' The heart-rending sighs 
of the miserable man, his dying warning and entreaties 
threw all into loud weeping, but my mother; she was 
calm and solemn as eternity. His groans grew fainter 
and fainter, — a few convulsions, and all was silent as 
death. My heart, as I gazed on the dead man, was 
full ; I was choked with grief and wonder. I had be- 
fore heard about dying, but never before had I seen it. 
My mother, as she led me away, talked to me about 
dying, and told me what It was that rendered that 
man so miserable. She said it was because he was a 
sinner, and had not repented of his sins, and did not love 
Jesus Christ, She tried then to teach me what I must 
do in order to be prepared to die happy. I never could 
forget that death-bed scene, and a pious mother's in- 
structions. The groans of that dying man have follow- 
ed me all along through life. From that very day I 
have shuddered at the thought of dying an impenitent sin- 
ner; and if, when I die, I die the death of the righteous, 
it will, by the grace of God, be owing very much to 
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what I was taught by the death-bed of an impenitent 



ainner." 



Such is the account which he gave me of that scene of his 
early life and of its influence upon him as he advanced 
in years. He once '* tried," as he said, * Mo be a Uni- 
versalist, but the truth taught him in that room of death, 
when but 4 years old, and the groans he there heard, 
gave the lie to every argument he ever heard, in sup- 
port of the doctrine that there was no hell, or place of 
eternal punishment for the impenitent." 

The scene witnessed at his death formed a most per- 
fect contrast to that which he so early beheld, and so 
dreaded. "Death," he said, on one occasion, ''has 
now no terrors for me. The light of my Savior's coun- 
tenance has stripped that awful scene of all I once bo 
dreaded. I long to be with Christ. I am like a weary 
traveler who has the end of his long and tiresome jour- 
ney in clear view. 1 long to reach it. A few more set- 
ting suns, and I am there. God supports me in all my 
sufferings, and if it is for his glory that I should suffer 
Jonger, I have no heart to complain." 

Once he said to me, as he awoke from a state of de- 
lirium, or from a wandering state of mind, '' I some- 
times forget where I am. I forget all persons around 
me. I don't know who they are, or what they want; 
but I do not forget Christ. In him I have cast anchor 
for eternity and he holds me fast amid these swellings of 
Jordan. What could I now do if I had not made my 
peace with God! What could I do without Christ! 
How can sinners neglect him so! What will they do 
when they come to die!" AAer a night of much pain, 
he said, '' I think I can rejoice in the Lord and joy in 
the God of my salvation. I rejoice that my time is so 
near out. Pray that I may have patience to wait God's 
time. But, O, to depart and be with Christ is far bet- 
ter. I shall then sin no more — I shall be like him, for 
' I Bhall be near and like my God.' " 

Thus for weeks he lingered, exhibiting the spirit and 
uttering the sentiments of a dying saint. At length 
death closed the scene, and it was one of peace and of 
holy triumph over sin, through faith in a crucified 
Savior. 
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Reader! What will be the scene exhibited in your 
sick room, when the hand of death is upon jfoti. Will it 
be that of the impenitent sinner, or the penitent, humble, 
believing, obedient follower of Christ? Choose you 
this day whom you will serve. C. G. S. 



Pearls worthlOM to tlft« B^ilihlng* 

A TABLM riOM THB OBRMAH 09 HBBOSB. 

An Arabian lost his way in the desert. For two days 
he found nothing to eat, and was in danger of dying 
with hunger, when at last, he discovered some wa- 
ter, and saw a small leathern bag lie upon the ground. 
*' God be praised," said he, as he took it up and exam- 
ined it, '* it probably contains dates or nuts. How Ihey 
will refresh and strengthen me.'* 

With this sweet hope he opened the bag, saw what it 
contained, and cried out in sorrow, "Alas! they are 
only pearliP^ A. 



Iiettor to a B«wlnfip Clr«l«< 

Bremxit, Fairfield Co., Ohio, Jan. 28, 1889. 

To MUs Sarah Rutsellt Secretary of the Young Ladies* Sewing 

Society, of Wayland^ Mass. 

Dear Friend, — In the name of the children who are 
destitute of Sabbath school instruction in this region, I 
tender you my thanks, and through you, the benevolent 
Society of which you are Secretary, for the donation of 
$8 for Sabbath school purposes here. This was sent us 
by your brother R., in connexion with two dollars from 
your Sabbath school, and was received in October. I 
rejoice at the evidence we have that by the little 
instrument, the needle, very great and lasting good 
has been effected. Many have taken it up, and used 
it, in accordance with the injunction of holy writ, 
"Despise not the day of small things," and have 
worked wonders for Christ. How many times, dear 
sisters, must you have thought of the heathen, and 
those destitute of the means of grace, while taking 
the tens of thousands of stitches necessary to the prOf 
curing of such a generous donation as you have sent 
us! In many respects it is an interesting gift to us. 
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We have a very destitute region. Sabbath schools 
are the nursury of the church, and the prepara- 
tory school for missionaries. And I have thought of 
your donation in all these interesting connexions, with 
much pleasure. But the thought hinted at above, has 
pressed itself on my mind with more than ordinary force, 
while I have been laying this your offering on the altar 
of God. That is, money thus earne4» by the slow pro- 
cess of the needle, comes embalmed by much more 
prayer when it is given for religious services, than that 
which flows into men's hands with little or no efibrt. I 
do trust that you will see and feel that this your labor 
has not been in vain in the Lord. In what immortal 
honors will you share, should all your labors but result 
in the conversion of one sinner! But be faithful, dear 
sisters, and you may hope for even more than one. * * 

F. Bartlbtt. 



Sabltellfc SeliooU in Bliclilgaii* 

Rev. E. P.Tngersol, of Michigan, was in MassachmettB last gnmmer, 
and solicited books for the Sabbath schools in his field of labor. A box 
of $68»68 worth of books, contribated by the Sabbath schools and 
friends in West Andover, Dedham, North Weymoath, Reading Sooth 
Parish, and New Alstead, N. H., &c., was soon afler forwarded to 
him, of which the following letter, addressed to the Agent of the De- 
pository, is an acknowledgement. Mr. I., in a P. S., promises to see 
that the schools by which the donation was made, are written to 
88 soon as they get the books located. 

Orion, Michigan, Feb. 3, 1839. 

Mr. C. C. Dean, — Sir, — The box of books, forward- 
ed by you from Boston, has been duly received. I can 
never express sufficient gratitude to our beloved friends 
in New England for these books. These are the only 
Sabbath school books of any kind within 50 miles of me ; 
and indeed it is almost impossible to find any Sabbath 
school books in any part of this new and rising State. 
I am now preaching to Jive different congregations, in 
only one of which there have been Sabbath schools. 
But when I came among them this winter I made pro- 
posals to have a Sabbath school in the spring (it is 
hardly practicable to have schools here in the winter) ; 
they seemed greatly delighted, and especially so, when 
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I was able to assure them that they might depend on a 
small librarj from me, through the kindness of God's 
people in the East. We have now five schools partly 
organized, which are to be opened early in the spring, 
and which I have agreed to supply with books. The 
books, therefore, sent by your Society, are just in time 
and will, I think, do great good. 

I find a great want of the precious word of God. In- 
deed there are many families in which no part of the 
Bible can be found; and still a greater number ia 
which there is none except the *' family Bible;" so that 
children have no books in which to study their lessons, 
either at home or at school. We greatly need, there- 
fore, a quantity of Bibles and Testaments. I think I 
might sell quite a number of the former if I had them. 
If you cannot send us these books, can you not lay our 
call before some Society in your city, that can supply 
our wants? Unless something is done for the people of 
this country, our children will all become heathens. 
Dear brother, do not forget us. We are bone of your 
bone and flesh of your flesh. And Jesus must reign 
here also. But how can he reign, unless his word is 
disseminated among the people r And how can we con- 
duct Sabbath schools, unless we have the ** gospel of 
God?'* 

We need fcv our present wantd, at least flfly copies 
of the New Testament and as many Bibles, which I 
think I might sell in the course of the year. But if you 
cannot send us that number of Bibles, please send us 
half the number, and we shall feel rich in heavenly 
treasures. 

I have had applications from two other places for 
Sabbath school books, begging for some little crumbs , if 
nothing more. But all I could do, was to say to them, 
that I would make their case known to the good people 
in New England, and perhaps deliverance might come. 
If I had the means, I think I could, under God, do 
much to bless this country with Sabbath school instruc- 
tion. If, therefore, you can send me, early in the 
spring, the Bibles and Testaments mentioned above, 
together with some more library books, I will see that 
they are faithfully distributed. * ♦ * 
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SUfliaioiuurjr Mip«ct of SablMflL SeliooUi* 

^ There is an aspect, under which the Sahbath school cause 
merits our warmest support, and that is what may be called 
its missionary aspect It proposes to carry the ffospel to the 
minds of those whose parents do not proftsa to oe under the 
influence of religious truth, and who are consequently i2i9- 
mjudifiedy as well as indisposed, to impart it to their children. 
With reference to this aim, every Sabbath school teacher 
ma^ regard himself as a missionary of the cross. It is his 
delightful office, in an unpretending way, to preach the ffos- 
pel to the destitute ; and whether these be the children of his 
irreligious neighbor, or of the benighted Hottentot, he is em- 
phatically a missionary, who takes to them the bread of life. 
Viewed in this light. Sabbath school efibrt affords a specimen 
of genuine charity. It does not undertake to feed and clothe 
the children of the rich, but the homeless wanderer. It does 
not adopt the ofl&pring of religious parents, but the spiritual 
orphan. Under this aspect, we cannot find language too 
strong to express our interest and admiration for the Sabbath 
school enterprise. It comes home with convincing, animating 
power, to our affections, as well as to our understandings." 

Jowmal of Bdigioua Educcmon. 



Tli« Child's Inquiries. 

Father, who made that rolling sky. 

And little stars so bright ? 
Who put that silvery moon on high 

Which shines so every night ? 
Who isH that planned this mighty earth, 

And covered it with flowers ? 
Who gave my little rose-tree birth 

And waters it vrith showers ? 

tell me, father, who it is, 
That made all things I see ? 

Who crowns my days with joy and bliss ; 
Gave me my friends and thee ? 

1 think he must be good and pure ; — 

Is he as old as you ? 
Tell me his name, for I am sure 
Fd love him if I knew. 

My child, 'tis GoiTs unerring hand 
Hath made both you and me ; 
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All things were formed at his commaDd, 

In sky, air, earth and sea. 
He is the father of us all, 

Our pasture doth prepare ; 
And keeps his children, great and small. 

With more than shepherd's care. 

O let us love him, then, my boy, 

And do his holy will ; 
Be it our aim, our task, our joy. 

His mandates to fulfill. 
And let us strive each day the more 

To gain our Father's love ; 
That, when our fleeting life is o'er, 

We '11 live with him above. 

CflAELEa 

MlseellaBeoiis <^uestions for t»f TUlter. 

There was once a man who dreamed that the sau, mooo and tho 
eleven stars made obeisance to him. 

What was the man's name ? — What was his father's name ? 

What was his mother's name ? 

How many brothers had he, and what were their names ? 

Had he any sister ? 

A man once invited a namber of persons to dine with him. At din< 
ner he seated them at the table according to their ages, and he gave to 
one of them five times as much as be did to either of the others. 

What was the man's name ? 

How many persons were invited and what were their names and the 
order in which they were placed ? 

Which, one had five times as mncb as the other,^ and why was he 
thas distinguished ? 

Of what was king Solomon's throne made ? 

What was the shape of the top of it ? — ^How many steps had it ? 

What stood on the steps ? — Of what was the footstool made ? 

Where did Moses die, and where was he buried ? 

In what was his burial different from the burial of all others ? 

What sign did God give a certain king that his life should be pro- 
longed fifteen years ? — What king was it ? 

What did a certain man do in a snowy day ? 

Where did he do it i — ^What was the man's name ? 

What else did he do ? 

What did a man once find in the carcass of a lion f 

What is said to be as the roaring of a lion ? 

What is better than a dead lion ? 

Who is said to walk about as a roaring lion ? 

Who through faith once stopped the months of lions.? 

VOL. VII. ft 
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A man in a ▼inoo ooee raw one of the beavenlj host lay a coal of 
fire oil his month. 

What roan was this ? 

From whence was the coal taken ? 

With what was it taken ? 

Another man in a Tision saw foar chariots come ont from between 
two monntains. 

What was the man's name ? 

What kind of monntains were these ? 

What kind of horses were in the different chariots ? 

What king had a fleet of ships which made a voyage once every 
three years ? ' 

What did these ships bring to this king? 

Which of these things would yon prc&r to have ? 

What is better than gold or driver ? 

What is better than rabies ? 

What is better than precious omtment ? Than laughter ? Than 
weapons of war ? Than secret love ? Than life ? Than the riches 
of the wicked ? Than sacrifice ? 

Give a reason for each? 



Filial Affection. 

^ An Asiatic queen departing this life, led behind her thre* 
sons, all arrived to years of maturity. After her death, the 
young princes were at strjfe, who should pay the highest re. 
spect to their mother's memory. To giye scope to their gen- 
erous contention, they agreed to meet at the place of her in- 
terment, and there present the most honorable gift they knew 
how to devise, or were able to procure. The eldest came and 
exhibited a sumptuous monument, consisting of the richest 
materials, and ornamented with the most exquisite workman- 
ship^ The second ransacked all the beauties of the blooming 
creation, and ofiered a garland of the most admirable colors 
and delightful odors. The youngest appeared without anv 
pompous preparation, having only a crystid basin in one hand, 
and a silver bodkin in the other. As soon as he approached 
the tomb, he threw open his breast, pierced a vein that lay 
near his heart, received the blood in the transparent vase, and 
with an air of aftectionate reverence placed it on the beloved 
parent's monument. The spectators, struck with the sight, 
burst into a shout of general applause, and immediately gave 
the preference to this last oblation. 

If it was reckoned such a singular expression of love to 
expend a few of those precious drops for the honor of a parent, 
O, how amazing, how matchless was the love of Jesus, who 
freely poured out his own heart's blood for us who are hia 
enemies ; that he might raise us from the ruins of the fall, 
and reconcile us to the favor of that God, against whom we 
had rebelled, the weight of whose righteous indignation must 
have sunk us to the regions of eternal misery!" 
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BIR»rCs iter th.% Toua|^ 1m St« IsomiMf HIssoari. 

The Rev. Artoroas Ballard, Pastor of the First Presbyteiiaii Church 
in St Loais, preached a sermoo on the Brst Sabbath of the present 
year, in which he ^ve an historical sketch of his church and congre- 
gation. The sabjoined extract gives an aoeoont of the varioos efforts 
which that people, by their pastor. Maternal Association, Sabbath 
schools, &e., are making for the good of the yonng. 

Thirty-three children belonging to members of the 
church have been baptized during the last twelve 
months. Seventy-five baptized children and youth meet 
the pastor once in two months, to receive instruction in 
the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, and to be reminded 
that the vows of God are upon them. In this meeting 
the church should feel deeply interested, and expect 
much. 

A Maternal Association has been formed during the 
year, mainly from the members of the Presbyterian 
churches, which numbers seventy-two members, and 
promises to be greatly useful, and soon to embrace 
most of our pious or serious mothers and female teach- 
ers. 

During the year now closed, our female Sabbath 
school has contained from 16 to 30 teachers, and a list 
of ISO or 140 scholars. The average attendance of the 
children has been about 80. None of the scholars have 
united with the church, and only one of the teachers on 
profession. 

The male school has been about the same in number 
with the female. None of the teachers have united with 
the church the last year and only one scholar. 

The German Sabbath school held in this house, and 
conducted by our denomination, numbers 27 teachers 
and 150 scholars. One teacher and one scholar have 
united with this church during the year. 

There is also a colored Sabbath school conducted by 
the members of this church, which numbers from 10 to 
12 teachers, and from 15 to 150 scholars! 

Exclusive of the Sabbath school in the 2d church, 
there are in connection with our denomination m the 
city, from 70 to 80 teachers, and between 500 and 600 
scholars. 
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Beauties ot Rlcluiiond. 

[Selected from a little book of this tltl^.] 

I mucb prefer a mother's and elder sister's roof, for female 
education, to any school. 

Though a good school is better than a bad home, a good 
home is the best of schools. Children are for the most part 
educated in temper and habits of all kinds, not by govern- 
esses, but by companions ; and here all is contingency. 

Youth is a season of peculiar temptation, and needs the 
trong fortifications of divine principle in the soul to protect 
it from falling a prey to a thousand snares and devices from 
without, and from as many foul corruptions striving for mas- 
tery from within. 

Early impressions and convictions of conscience have 
sometimes lain dormant for years, and at last revived into 
gracious existence and maturity. 

Soon will the youthful tongue, which now lisps hosannas 
to the son of David, and delights my heart with the evidences 
of early piety and grace, be silent in the earth ! Soon shall I 
be called to commit her ** body to the ground, eartb to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust." But O ! what a glorious change ! 
Her spirit shall have then returned to God, which gave iL 
Her soul will be joining the hallelujahs of paradise, while we 
sing her requiem at the grave. And her very dust shall here 
wait, "in sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection from 
the dead." 



Re-rlvals* 



It is probably known to many of our readers, that a some- 
what general and, on many accounts, deeply interesting revi- 
val has been in progress, the last three mouths, in the town of 
Gloucester, It is hoped that from three to four hutidred, in the 
different parishes of the town, have shared in this work. The 
feeble churches have been greatly strengthened and the larg- 
er ones refreshed. The work is still in progress, and is ex- 
tending to several neighboring towns. 

The Rev. Mr. Gale, of Gloucester, Sandy Bay, in a letter 
dated March 8, says: "In looking over the names of those 
who have been hopefully converted in this revival, or have 
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now gained comfortable evidence of having been converted in 
time past, I find there are from iweni^'Jlve to thirty bdonging 
to the Sabbaih school^ eUhar as teadt/ers orschoUm^ — most of them 
are the latter. Several have been examined for admission 
to the church at our next communion. The general influence 
of the revival on the school has been decidedly beneficial. 
Teachers have been more diligent and fiiithful — scholars more 
punctual and attentive — and the school has been considerably 
enlarged. Some of our most interesting young men and 
women are sutyects of the work, and either were connected or 
have become connected with the Sabbath school. One of the 
present teachers, now a member of the senior class in college, 
was among the first to be awakened and converted. In a 
class of about nine young men, all but one or two are indulg- 
ing hopes ; some of whom had not been members of the 
Sabbath school for several years past, till awakened to the 
eoDcems of their souls in this revival. One teacher says, 
' It is striking to observe the difference between those who 
have been members of the school and those who have recent- 
ly come in. The former have a much better knowledge of 
religion, and are able to express their views much more read- 
ily and clearly.' We have remarked the same thing in exam- 
ining candidates for admission to the church.** 

More than usual religious interest has been manifosted, 
dming the last two or three months, in the Rev. Mr. CrowelPs 
Boeiety, of Esnx. Several are indulging hope« — among them 
a youth of twelve ; and others are in a state of inquiry. Re- 
cently a youth of thirteen asked her teacher to pray for her. 
How such a request must rejoice a fiiithfiil teacher's heart ! 
Teachers ! would it iiot rejoice tfoura9 

A revival of uncommon power and interest commenced 
near the close of February, in Maneheder, It is hoped that a 
large number, embracing all ages from 12 to 50, have already 
been born again ; and a general seriousness has pervaded the 
whole town. In one street of 25 or 30 families, salvation has 
come to every house. The united heads of ten families have 
been hopefully converted. Quite a number of young persons 
have shared in this glorious refreshing, nearly all of whom are 
connected with the Sabbath school. Several teachers have 
also become interested. The commencement and the pro- 
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gress of this work thus far, have been such that all are obliged 
to confess that \i\sthe toork of God. 

We have just learned that in a revival now in progress in 
Pnnceton, over ont hundred have been hopefully converted, 
most of whom are between the ages often and twenty! 

Many have been hopefully converted, in the revivals here 
mentioned, who have given much joy to their Christian friends 
and to the church on earth, as well as to the angels of heaven. 
And God grant they may bring forth the fruits of repentance 
iind evermore adorn the doctrines of the cross by holiness of 
life, and zeal in his service ! 



Uke PareatSy like ClUldr«n« 

Sixty years ago it was almost a universal practice in the 
schools, in Massachusetts, and indeed throughout New Eng- 
land, to devotiB a part of Saturday to eaiechising the scholars. 

In a neighborhood in ^ the afternoon of that day was 

the time appropriated for that purpose. 

In that neighborhood there were two families which fur- 
nished five of the boys who attended the school. These boys 
were seldom present on these seasons of religious instruction, 
and when they were, they used to inform the teacher that their 
parents did not Wish them to be taught the Catechism. Their 
parents were ranked among those then known by the nanie of 
Arminians. They rejected the evangelical doctrines of the 
-cross, and made religion consist in a cold and heartless for- 
inality. 

The subsequent history of four of these five boys, who were 
taught to reject the great fundamental truths and doctrines of 
the Bible, is truly sad iCnd awful. One, at about the age of 
forty- five, committed suicide. Another became the husband 
of a very pious wife, and the father of a large family of chil- 
dren ; but he was so intemperate that his wife, at length, 
<:ouki not live with him. He went on from bad to worse, till 
he became a poor miserable outcast, enlisted in the army in 
the last war, and there died a miserable drunkard. Another 
became intemperate, went to sea and was lost overboanl. 
The fourth, it was hoped, would make a respectable man. He 
was married and had a large family of children and was 
thought to be a man of wealth ; but he became intemperate 
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and went down to the drunkard^s grave ; and what is stiH 
more melancholy, most of his large family of sons, through 
the influence of his example, became intemperate and three of 
them have already followed their father to the drunkard's 
grave ! The fii\h of the five boys is still living and is rich in 
this world's goods, but does not profess to have any treasure 
in heaven. The fathers of these two families, and one other 
son, — who did net attend the school at the time mentioned 
above, but who, of course, was taught the same heartless sys- 
tem of religion that was taught his brothers, — all died iutem- 
perate. 

Such are the sad and awful calamities, which those parents, 
by their intemperance and irreligious or wrong religious 
instruction, brought down upon their children. But their in- 
fluence has not yet ceased to operate on their descendants. 
Adherence to the same formal, heartless system of religion is 
continuing from generation to generation. Borne of their de- 
scendants even now, approving the deeds of their ancestors, 
refuse to have their children taught the Catechism ! 

We leave each reader, and especially each parent, to make 
such inferences from this statement of fiicts, as each may 
think naturally follow. 



Mtssionary lAbors la Bogton« 

The Essex and Pine street churches have employed Mr. 
Francis D. Stedman, for the last two years, in performing mis- 
sionary labors within that section of the city. On tiie evening 
of the 7th of March, Mr. S. presented his second annual 
report, from which we have gathered the following items. 

During the year Mr. S. has made upwards of 3,500 visits to 
523 families, in which there are 2,021 souls ; held 120 neigh- 
borhood and other meetings ; and superintended the tract dis- 
tribution, in which 60 or 70 visiters have been employed, and 
by whom more than 22,000 Tracts have been distributed. 
Through the influence of the missionaiy and tract visitation, 
the past year, 170 children have been gathered into Sabbath 
schools and 28 persons into Bible classes ; 35 Bibles have been 
furnished ; 85 temperance pledges obtained ; 8 persons of 
intemperate habits have been hopefully reclaimed ; 42 fami- 
lies, out of 263 which had no place of worship, have been per- 
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Buaded to attend regularly oo the ministratioD of the word ; 
many, at the neighborhood meetinga, have been brought to 
bear the truth, who never heard it before ; and twenijf-teven 
persons, it b hoped, have been converted to God. 

Of the 523 fimaiHes visited, 190 are widows on whom 154 
children depend for support ; so that this enterprise seeks to 
benefit those whom the Lord promises to bless, — the widow 
and the fatherless. 

Of those who were hopefully converted through the influ- 
ence of the Mission, the first year, twelve have united with 
evangelical churches, among whom were two sisters who 
presented eight of their children, at one time, at the baptismal 
foni^ dedicating them to the Lord. 

Many interesting incidents, in connection with the visits of 
the missionary and the tract distributers and the neighbor- 
hood meetings, are presented in the report ; but we have room 
only for the following, which illustrates the 

BSmriT OP lABBATH ICBOOLt. 

Sometime since a fiimily was found suffering from sickness 
and want Soon after the first visit of the missionary, a 
daughter, 13 years of age, who was dangerously siek, was 
asked if she was prepared to die^ She expressed a hope that 
the Savior would pardon and accept of her. She was then 
asked how she knew of a Savior? She replied that she was 
told about him in the Sabbaih seftoaL 

She recovered from that sickness only to be afiiieted soon 
after, with another, which terminated in death. In this trial 
she showed a sweet eonfidence in her Savior's mercy, and 
gave us reason to trust that her hopes were anchored within 
the vail. 

The whele moral and religious influence of these two years* 
labors can be estimated only in the light of eternity : but 
there can be no doubt, that this influence on that section of the 
city; on those churches, especially those members of them 
who, by their contributions or personal labors, have aided in 
the work ; and on many of those families that have been visit- 
ed, hss been sufficient, and more than sufficient, to compensate 
for all the money snd toil that have been expended. May these 
churches persevere in their good work, and all the other 
churches in our cities and larger towns, go and do likewise ! 
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Timnslatioiia of the Bible* 

We have recenUy seen a Isi^e folio, poblished id Loodon* 1646, 
entitled, '* Annotations upon all the Books of the old and new Testa- 
meots; wherein the text is explained, doubts resolved, Scriptares par* 
alleled, and various readings observed. By the joynt labor of certain 
learned Divines, thereunto appointed, and therein employed, &c." 
In the preface of this singular book is an account of the varions trans- 
lations of the Bible. 

** The firste good newes of this kinde which came to the notice of ths 

Inhabitants of this Island [Britain], was in the yeere 700, or as some 

' write 709, when, Adelme Bishop of Sherborne translated the Psalnoa of 

David into the Saxon Language, which is thought to have suffered 

shipwreck by the Tempest of the DanUh warres, &e." 

About 20 or SO years ailer, Beda translated the whole Bible into the 
sametongne* 

*'* Afler Beda about 200 yeeres, King Alfred nndertooke the Trans* 
lation of the Psalter, happily either to supply the losse of that of Add* 
me, or to better that of Bedaet : for Bedaet Translation was simple 
without any cnriosilie of Stile; and oi Alfred ^ it is saui of him tM 
none cf the Englith was more acute in conceit, or more elegant in eor- 
prenion than he was : which was the more to be marvelled at, because 
he was twelve yeer old, before he knew a letter on the Booke ; but he 
ended his life well-neere the beginning of his worke, having scarce 
finished the first part ef it.*' 

The next important translation of the Bible was that of John Wick- 
liffe^Sf which was best liked and most used, by the better sort of Chris- 
tians in the reign of King Richard the Second, but was condemned 
by the Popish party in a Provincial Synod at Oxford, in 1406. 

The next translation was that of John Treviso, in 1897, in the reign 
of Richard the Second, or as some suppose in 1400, in the reign of 
Edward the Fourth. He made this translation by the entreaty of his 
Patrone, the Lord Barkley, 

" In the yeere 1527, Tyndall first translated the JV*. T.; afler that, 
he tooke in hand the Translation of the Old, finishing the 6ve Bookes 
of Moses, with sundry most learned and godly Prologues; the like also 
he did upon the N. T. When he translated the Ofth Booke of Moses 
called Deuteron: minding to print the Translation at Hambuig, he 
•ayled thitherward, but by the way, upon the coast of Holland, he suf- 
fered shipwrack, whereby he lost all his Bookes and Copies, and so 
was compelled to beginne all again anew; when, in another ship, he 
was by the Divine providence safely conveyed whither he first intend- 
ed: and where Master Coverdale being there before him, tarried for 
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Um, who helped hnn in Ihe TiaaBlation of the Gve Bookei of Mnaei, 
fiom Euter till December: end *tii like be mide nee «r hk belpe, 
if oat la compoie, at leait to reTiee hii Tnoilatiaa of the N. T.; which 
MMietie ia bii lerrtee may be the reaion that the Tranaintion is Mm*- 
timea called Tyadalla, Maielimee called Cortrdalf." 

ThecircnUtioD of thi» trtnglBtioa wa« prohibited bj a proclamttioB 
of King Henrj the Eighth, in 1016. Itwaa corrected by Tlumat 
Mathtwt, andpnbliahedwilbhii ancotationi, bjr the ipecial privO^eof 
kiif Ednaid the Sixth, in ISSI. From 1B4!) to 1577, TjDdair* trani- 
lation or Corerdale'a (whioh waa Tyndall's with C.'a Dame, beeaaee 
be made (ome correetiona), waa naed in the churcbee, bnt eapeciallj 
TfndalE'a. In 1S60, the Geneva ialerpretations and annotation! n«e 
pnbliahed. ■■ In 1677, there was an Engliih edition of the Bible pi^- 
Uibed bj anodry Biahopi in a large Volnme, ;et that from Gtntva WM 
genorallj more nied, and more eiteeitieit than anj of thoie that went 
before it, DDlill (be jeere 1612, when the last tranalation [tbe one now 
bl general oae], prepared hj King Jaiaea waa first imprinted, whicb 
Ibr.tbe Text therefore, may pre better wlisfaclion to anch as have 
■bilitie, to compare the Originall of both TMaoienti and their 'Haiu- 



Aana Alien, 

TUa ia tbe title of one of the tweeteal little booha . 
Vbm. S. 8. Society. Tbe pielare repreaanu the foUcm'ing 



■•iiu; 



"Oaoe wbeaAnnerawme^kii^in^eoeaBbeaDlirul little flower, 
she asked me wbati was doing it fb«! 'What (or, Anne? t am son 
I dOH't know, I waa not tbinking any Ihii^ about it,' repUed I, looking 
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at her with some sarprifle. I remember, I thoagfat it was a qneer and 
rather an uncivil qoestioD. She noticed and quickly nid, ' I thonght 
perhapa yon were conoting its leaves or stamens, to learn somethhig 
abont it; did yon ever study abont flowers ?' I had not, and she eon- 
tinned, 'Mother has oAen remarked that when God bestows so mnch 
carefal and cnrions work even npon the littlest flowers, that it hardly 
seems right wantonly to destroy them; and, Helen,' — ^patting her 
delicate arm around my neck — < don*t yon think it is a very pleasant 
thought, that if God takes so mnch care of the flowers that live so little 
while, how much more must he feel for us who will live for ever V A 
sweet flower was Anne, budding for the paradise of Heaven.'* 



Votieea ot Hewr JPwMiffntlans bjr Vtkm Soeletjr* 

'< A8I.BXF IV CHBitT :** a short narrative of Mary Harbridge, an EngUih 8ab- 
batb scliool BCludar. By ber Factor. Shoo. This Is a very simple, nnpretend- 
ing 8t(M7 of a meek, gentie, patient and pious littie girl, who died at the early 
age of twelve. Our young readers will no doubt be interested in learning ftom 
this short narrative, that eariyfitt^ in JEngiand as well as in America, makes 
the possessor lovely in heidth, patient and resigned in sickness, and peacefiil 
and happy even in the hour of death. " She sweetly fell asleep in Jesus." 

Thx BBirjAMiTx Kiifo: or the History of Saul, the first King of Israel. 
196 pp. 18mo. This book is divided into 16 chapters, each one containing 
some portion of the history of Saul. In order to give variety and interest to the 
book, there are frequent scenes in which Saul, the prophet Samuel, Jonathan, 
David and others mentioned in the account, are introduced and made to give 
the histMy in a dialogue form, as recorded in the Bible, eacept it is now and 
then somewhat paraphrased.* Each chapter is closed with practical remarks and 
reflections ; and several scenes, in the story, are illustrated by engravings. 

Mt Baptism : from the Baptized Child. By Nehemiah Adams, Pastor of the 
Essex Street Church, Boston ; with a picture of a ba{rtism. The seventh chap- 
ter of " The Baptized Child," is addressed particularly to a hapHied ekUd tmd 
youth. And yet, we fear, it has seldom been read by those for whom it was 
especially intended. This chapter is now published in its present cheap, at- 
tractive form, with the hope that it may be extensively circulated among those 
who have been publicly consecrated to God in the solemn rite of baptism ; and 
also, that it may induce many parents to peruse the original work, which is one 
«f ihe«ioet practical and interesting books on this subject, that has ever been 
published. 

Ths Yoicb op a FainrD : or a youth instructed from the word of God. By 
J. W. Baynes, minister of the Gospel. The instruction given in this book is of 
the highest importance to every one. It is a plain, practical and impressive 
view of the doctrine of Human Depravitj/, Unless this doctrine,~humiliating 
as it is to us,— be admitted, the doctrine of the Atorumenl loses all ite glory. 
We hope all the older youth and adults, in our Sabbath schools,— for whom 
this book is more especially adapted,— will give it a carefUl and serious peru- 
sal, and that it may be the means of leading many of them to more exalted 
views of their only Savior. 



96 



SABBATH SCHOOL V18ITEE. [April, 1839- 



Farnished for this work by Lowell Mason, Professor in the 

Boston Academy of Music. 
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2. — While children in th^e heathen's land, 

No Sabbath morning greet. 
Nor teachers take them by the hand. 

To seek the mercy seat ; 
Thou, Lord, hast given us here to dwell, 

Where shines the gospel light. 
And every Sabbath will we praise 

Thy name with new delignt. 

Words written for thi Vidter, by 8. D, 
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And does the pious mother sleep ? 
And will not blest religion weep ? — , 
Hark ! all around a dirge-like lay 
Is pouring o'er the darkened way. 
Wake, harp and lyre, and voice of song ! 
And soft the mournful lay prolong : 

** She died, — not as the wicked die ; — 
The hour was tranquil, Christ was nigh ; 
Her soul was filled with blessed light, 
And Jordan's waves were calm and bright; 
One little moment, — all was o'er!—* 
Nor sin, nor death, can vex her more. 

^ She winged her way to realms above, 
Where all is light, and life, and love ; 
For ever, with her Savior blest ! 
Her home, his bosom, there to rest ; 
Or mingle notes of praise divine. 
With those who sing, 'My God is mine.'" 

But, can the feeble minstrel tell. 
The grief of those who landy dwell. 
And gaze on her departed worth. 
As the best boon they had on earth ? 
Virtue and knowledge, truth and grace, 
Shown brightly in her heavenly face. 
TaL. VII. 9 
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** Alas ! — tbeir aching bosoms swell, 
With notes the minstrel cannot tell ; 
Who, now, shall speak the kindly word, 
And point to them the bleeding Lord ? 
Who, now, shall mark ' the narrow way,' 
With steady footsteps^ day by day ? 

" Or who, at blessed eve and morn, 
Sweet incense on the altar bum ? 
Or steal the sacred, midnight hour, 
The parent's ardent prayer to pour ? 
Or rise, while yet 'tis early day, 
To teach these little ones to pray ?" 

Hush, minstrel, hush that plaintive tone ! 
These orphans are not led alone. 
Jesus, who wept when Laz'rus died. 
Will for these little ones provide ; 
Will shield their youth, tbeir age defend^ 
And be their sweet, unfailing Friend. 

Then bless the Lord ! who dwells in light. 

Where all is calm, serene and bright ; 

Yet comes in mercy down to blessy 

The widow, and the parentless ; 

Bids her to him her children give I 

Bids them to look to him — and live I B. 



Tlie Brazen Serpent* 

The silver trnmpet had sounded far and wide through 
the camp of Israel, and the fatigued travelers com- 
menced their weary march around the land of Edom. 
Alarmed at the recent movements of Arad the Canaan*- 
ite, and despairing of relief from so fierce and powerful 
a warrior, they pledged themselves that should God give 
the victory, instead of devoting to themselves the spoils 
of the Edomitfsh cities, they would sacrifice them to 
divine justice. But unable to force their way through 
the heart of the country, they were reluctantly led back 
into the wilderness, when they had expected to enter at 
once into the land of promise. The road Was rough — 
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water failed — and they received of the manna God had 
so kindly supplied to them. And the people complained 
of God, and bitterly reproached Moses for bringing them 
out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness. 

As a punishment for their distrust and ingratitude, 
sickness and death came upon them. God had guided 
them thus far, — protecting them and their children from 
danger, — but now, because they murmured, he sent 
fiery serpents among them, the bite of which produced 
immediate inflammation, extreme suffering, and insatiable 
thirst. Who can conceive the scene of terror and 
death, as the chastened travelers now halted on their 
journey, and pitched their tents round about the taber- 
nacle, under whose shadow they were to lay themselves 
down to die ? The prayer and shriek mingled in the 
still air of night. The moonlight sky only revealed the 
desert's gloom to those who bore forth from the camps 
the bodies of the dead. We can imagine, grouped in 
one place, the mourning, sorrowing souls, who had but 
yesterday complained of the injustice of a God who can- 
not err. In another place were clustered about the 
dying, those who were to lose their companions through 
the wilderness, and the cheerers of their solitary way. 
And here, we may suppose, walked and prayed and 
agonized a fond mother, as her beloved child lay before 
her, in fearful suffering. They had borne away the 
bodies of her husband, and little one, and turning to 
her first-born, she gathered up her wasting strength to 
close his eyes also, ere she laid herself by his side, in 
despair to die. Her long hair fell upon her shoulders, 
and the night wind liAed it silently, and passed across 
her burning cheek. Now the feeble wailing child un- 
closed his parched lips, and asked for water. The moth- 
er folded her hands convulsively across her breast, and 
cast her eyes wildly about. The cries of those whose 
life the fierce, fiery fever was suddenly checking, came 
confusedly upon her ear. All about her, the low, deep 
Dioan of the dying mingled with the earnest prayers 
gushing out from repentant hearts. Bitter tears stole 
from her dark eyes, as she turned again to watch the 
dying agonies of her son. Fearless and alone she 
watched, — for the storm had swept away him upon 
whose strong arm she leaned. 
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But what sound was that which now fell upon her ear* 
Through the olive hue in her cheek the blood mantled, 
as she started to her feet, and bent her head forward to 
listen. It was the voice which had cheered them in 
toil, in weariness, in pain and fear, — the voice of their 
leader. '' ^And Moses prayed for the people,*^ 

The day dawned. Rapidly the news had spread 
through the camp, that their ruler was girt with power 
to stay the pestilence. Joy and gratitude filled every 
heart. Go forth Israel, and behold your deliverer! 
High suspended in the air, beneath the gladdening rays 
of the exulting sun, hangs the brazen serpent. *' And 
it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when 
he looketh upon it, shall live." 

"God of mercy," exclaimed the Hebrew mother, 
"lend me strength, that I may bear forth my son!" 
Amid the crowds that were pressing on, she passed out 
from the camp. The head of her boy rested heavily 
upon her bosom. His eyes were closed, and, as the 
light of day fell upon his face, her heart sickened.. The 
serpent was now in sight, and, lifting her dying son high 
in her weary arms, she besought him to look upon it. 
With agonizing earnestness, she watched his dark eyes 
unclose. The slow poison had wasted the glow of life, 
and they were glassy and sunken. "Look," she ex- 
claimed, — "/ooA;, and live!** The curtained . lids were 
heavily raised, — the drooping head lifted, and the eyes 
of ber only child were fixed in a long gaze upon the 
serpent of brass, glittering in the sun-light. No sound 
escaped her lips. Her faith had saved her child, and, as 
she turned again and laid him upon his pallet, the re- 
strained tears of grateful joy burst forth, and, kneeling 
by his side, she bent her head in silent prayer. Glad 
sounds filled the air, and the desert resounded with the 
voice of praise, — "for it came to pass, that if a ser- 
pent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived." 

Years, — ages, have passed by, since that scene of 
living interest. But the wilderness is spread about ti9. 
The land of promise lies beyond. We have complained 
of the weariness of the way, and the bread of life, — 
that bread of which there is enough and to spare, — is 
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rejected. The fiery darts of Satan are poisonous to the 
soul, and painful to the trembling conscience. Sin bites 
like a serpent and stings like an adder. What voice 
comes to us in our danger and sorrow? It says, **Look 
wUo me and live!*' — without delay, — with earnestness, 
— with faith. 

'' As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so the 
Son of man must be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish.** A— — r. 



Tke InDuit Class* 

The Ittfant Class is an important branch of the Sab- 
bath school. It is a powerful means, with the blessing 
of God, of producing religious impressions on the hearts 
of children, as soon as they are capable of understanding 
the simplest truths. It also preoccupies the tender mind 
with religious truth, before it is filled with senseless 
trash. This, of itself, is of vast importance ; for there is, 
perhaps, no greater barrier against the entrance of the 
truth, than to have the mind preoccupied with nonsense; 
which cannot but exert a hardening influence upon the 
heart. No one can fail to observe the difference in the 
behavior of a child that is always prattling nonsense, 
and the one that amuses himself by repeating hymns, 
and asking questions about those elevated subjects em- 
braced in infant school instruction. When it is recol- 
lected how deep these early impressions are, this sub- 
ject assumes an aspect still more interesting. Who is 
there that has not cause to regret some things that were 
learned in childhood; and which are so deeply fixed in 
the memory, that, however unwelcome, they cannot 
always be kept out of mind, often intruding upon hal-* 
lowed seasons? These remarks are not designed to 
condemn playfulness in children, which, indeed, is indis- 
pensable to physical culture; but the occupying of the 
mind with foolish stories, nonsensical sayings, kc, 
which cannot be too severely censured, nor too sedu- 
lously guarded against. 

Another weighty consideration, in favor of the infant 
class, is, the influence it exerts on the higher depart- 
ments of the Sabbath school. It accustoms the minds 

VOL. vn. 9* 
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of the chiidren to think and reason on the truth, and 
thus prepares them for the close study of the Bible, 
which is, or ought to be practised in all the higher class- 
es. It will be found far less difficult to secure the thor- 
ough study of the Sabbath school lesson , by those who 
have been trained in the infant class. N. 



<ini»l Hlc»tloii» ot an lAfitat Bcbool Teaclber. 

A person of rare qualifications is required, to sustain 
the interest of an- infant class. The selection of a 
teacher should, therefore, be made with great care. The 
following are suggested as essential qualifications for 
an infant school teacher: 

1. A warm and ardent piety. This is essential, in 
order to give vividness and reality to the truth. With- 
out it, it is scarcely possible that the teacher should feel 
sufficient interest in the solemn subjects presented in 
the lessons, to awaken much interest in the minds of 
the children. 

2. Singing is an indispensable requisite, in carrying 
out the system. This, however,, may be dispensed with 
in the principal teacher, provided another person can be 
employed to lead in this exercise. 

3. A lively imagination and a fruitful mind. Without 
the first of these, it will be very difficult to secure the 
attention of little children; and without the latter, a 
teacher will be unable to sustain, for any length of time, 
a course of oral instruction, requiring the constant ex- 
ercise of skill and invention. 

4. j1 kind heart and winning manners. The afiTectiontl 
of children must be secured, before they can be very 
'much benefited. A person that does not love chiidren, 
or is incapable of manifesting that love in appropriate 
actions, cannot succeed as an infant school teacher. 

5. Fondriess for study. Infant school teaching must 
be extemporaneous; and yet it must not be a constant 
repetition of the same thing. It must, therefore, re- 
quire much study. The mind must become deeply 
interested in the truth that is to be taught, and thor- 
oughly acquainted with the subject. 

6. Patience and perseverance. To manage children at 



1839.] SABBATH 8CHOOI. TISITSR. K)3 

all, requires the constant exercise of patience; and a 
feeble mind will very soon be discouraged with such an 
undertaking. 

7. It is, also, verj desirable that an infant school 
teacher should have the disposal of considerable time. 
Such a class cannot be well sustained, without consider- 
able effort, both in the way of visiting, and in prepara- 
tion for the exercise. 

A lady is generally, though perhaps not always, to be 
preferred, for such a class; and it is probably best for 
the individual to be chosen to the office by others, rather 
than to be engaged as a volunteer; as others are usually 
better judges of our qualifications than ourselves. Yet, 
any one who has a special desire to engage in it, should 
not hesitate to make it known ; for such a desire may 
sometimes be the best guaranty that the best energies 
of the individual will be put forth. However, before 
the appointment is made, the qualifications of the indi- 
vidual should be canvassed; and the person should be 
selected, who is supposed to possess the best qualifica- 
tions of any one that can be obtained; for, if the school 
should fail, through the deficiencies of the teacher, it 
would be difficult to resuscitate it. 

It is desirable, though not absolutely essential, that 
the scholars should be provided with question books. If 
they are so furnished, and parents assist them in com- 
mitting to memory the hymns and Scripture lessons, it 
.will be a very great assistance to the teacher. N. 



Early ConTersions. 

Mr. Bullard, — I have supposed that the following 
extract from a letter in my possession, might be useful 
to the readers of the '* Visiter;^' and I therefore submit 
it to your disposal. My friend writes thus: 

'* The fall has been with me a scene of sickness and 
death. Elizabeth, who was unwell when you were in 
New Haven, and whose sickness was considered but a 
slight indisposition, has been removed. Her sufferings, 
towards the close of her life, were very severe; but she 
bore them with great patience. On one occasion, her 
mother said to her, * Is your Savior precious to you. 
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Elizabeth?' 'O, yes!' she exclaimed. At another 
time, her mother said she was detained from the house 
of God. E. replied, *I can pray to him here.' * Do 
you pray to him?' * I do.' * What do you pray for?' 
* For patience.' 

" In the latter part of last winter, one Sabbath even- 
ing, sitting by the stand with her mother, I commenced 
a conversation with her, which resulted, before its close, 
as I have good grounds to hope, in the surrender of her 
heart to God. The change in the expression of her 
countenance, in that short space, from alarm and anxi- 
ety (with the most fixed attention) to penitential sorrow, 
and subsequent joy and peace, was very affecting. She 
awoke during the night and told the girl who slept with 
her how she loved the Savior. This girl remarked, 
since Elizabeth's death, that when she conversed with 
her previous to that time, she used to say she was afraid 
to die, because she should go to hell. But from that 
period, she considered no member of the family as giv- 
ing better evidence of piety than Elizabeth. 

**Mr. D. says he has been struck with the fervor of 
her prayers, as he has heard her little voice directly 
under his room. Saturday evening she set apart to re- 
pair to his room, to converse with him on missionary 
subjects; and always declared her determination to be 
a missionary. She denied herself the luxuries of the 
table that she might be useful, &c." 

This little girl was about five years old. Her father 
was a man of prayer and faith, and her mother instruct- 
ed her in the way of the Lord. 

The above extract is valuable, principally, as illus- 
trating the practicability of the early contersion of chil- 
dren, and the importance of laboring for it. I have been 
intimately acquainted with this family. Mr. S., th<B 
father of little E., believes little sinners are wicked, and 
that they may be converted, because they are wicked. 
This opinion has induced him to labor for the conversion 
of his children. And God has given him the encour- 
agement and satisfaction of seeing his two elder children 
hopefully born of God; and given him also the dear 
hope of meeting his little Elizabeth in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
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But if little children may be converted, then the little 
children who read thiia may be converted. And the 
children who attend the Sabbath school, are under great 
obligations to be, because they have so much instruction, 
and understand so well what is their duty. And if it is 
the duty of children so young to be converted, surely 
older persons must be highly criminal for living another 
day in sin. W. B. 

Beverly, March 18, 1839. 



B^Mtt m T««Ms Girl to Ker IM«n4, 

rtTH ▲ MOUMO TOLUMB OF TMB lABBATH ICHOOL TltlTBB* 

Go, little book, and quick impart 
Serenest joy to Mary^s heart, — 
Go, thou, and bid her moments move 
On wings of faith and hope and love. 
Haste, thou, for in her bosom grows 
Plants, from the root of Sharon^s Rose ; 
And, midst the rich parterre, I view, 
Friendship in its lovtltett hue. 
Thanks, gracious God, this plant so dear. 
Cultured by tliee, did first appear, — 
O, leave it not ! nor let it die, 
But rear its balmy branches high ; 
For if thy precious care be given, 
ni'will bud on earth, and bloom in heaven ! 



V«itr«oittb*B <iiteBtioiiB on Roi 

Twenty members of the Sabbath school in Paxton, — 
says the superintendent in his report, — have been ad- 
mitted to the church, since the 14th of January, 1838, 
and most of them since March 11, 1838, of whom ten 
are young men between 16 and 24 years of age. Some 
of these members of the school, had difficulties on some 
of the doctrines of the gospel,— especially the doctrine 
of Election; but they have told us that the study of 
Newcomb's Questions on the Romans has been instru- 
mental in settling these difficulties and removing all 
objections to them. We believe the faithful study of 
the Scriptures, with such a help, to be exceedingly 
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profitable, and well calculated to lead those who study 
them to reflection, and submission to God. One young 
man, who has lately united with the church, thinks that 
the study of Newcomb's Questions on the Romans, in the 
Sabbath school, was the means of leading him to realize 
that he was a sinner, and, as he hopes, to come to 
repentance. 

We earnestly hope the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society will, in all their publications, make the great 
fundamental truths of the Bible prominent. They may 
be' understood by the young and they ought to be incul- 
cated. We give a decided preference to the books 
published by your Society, because we see in them the 
truths that we believe, — the doctrines that we love, and 
which Christ and the apostles taught to the young as 
well as others. 

CATECHIBING. 

The pastor practises the good old custom of cate- 
chising the children, in the diiferent district schools, in 
the Assembly's Catechism; and once a year he meets 
them from all the districts, at the meeting-house, for the 
same purpose. This exercise he considers one of the 
happiest of his ministry; and we think it profitable to 
the children. 



SablMitb Scbool Total Abatinenee Soeiety* 

The superintendent of the North Andover Sabbath 
school, in his report, says, " On Fast day we formed a 
Sabbath School Tolal Abstinence Society. The teachers 
and scholars feel much interested in it, but its results 
are yet to be disclosed. We trust it will be of great 
good, both to the temporal and spiritual interests of all 
who have the self-denial to forego a little momentary 
pleasure, to secure a healthy body and vigorous mind, 
and courage enough to say to this many^shaped monster, 
An every form, * I am your master,* '* 



Were there more of deliberation in our censures and 
Judgments, there would be more of mercy and modera- 
tion in them. 
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Hoir nuaty Tears S 

Team are not always occasioned by the weakness of infancy, 
nor by the small sorrows of childhood ; they hare been shed 
in all periods of the world, and by all ages and conditions in 
society. 

We may reasonably suppose that our first parents wept, 
when they found the divine image effaced from their souls, 
and that their grief broke forth afresh, when they saw deyel- 
oped the depravity of their first-born, and when they gazed, 
with bleeding hearts, on the murdered body of their beloved 
Abel. No doubt there was loud and bitter weeping, when the 
mighty flood rolled over the world of the ungodly. Even 
Noah, though saved himself, with his family, could not haye 
looked on the scene about him, without intense emotion. 
And the cities of the plain, too, must have rung with the 
cries and lamentations of those, who in that fearful morning, 
were the victims of Divine wrath. 

More than 2000 years, however, had the world been built 
and peopled, before distinct mention is made of shedding 
tears. The first case on record is that of a mother ; and her 
tears were shed on account of her suffering child j(a) Subse- 
quently, parents are found weeping over the sins of their 
children,(6) and these are bitter tears. Such did the pious 
David shed in great measure. Parents, too, have wept over 
fond hopes, crushed in the bud, and laid low in dust(c) 

Bereavements have drawn very deeply from the fountains 
of human tears. Husbands have wept over the departure of 
their companions^c^ and widows have wept(e) Parents have 
wept over children dead^U"^ and children have hung weeping 
over the bodies of their oying parents.(g) Friend has wept 
for friendjih) the sister for the brother/t) and the poor and the 
needy over the death of their benefactors^;) 

Worldly losses have occasioned tears. Esau wept for the 
loss of his father's bles8ing.(A;) The Israelites wept in the 
wilderness for the delights and comforts of Egypt^/) 

The separation of friends on earth, has caused the unbidden 
tear to fiow,(m) and they have wept again on meeting, aAer 
having been long divided.(n) Affection,(o) gratitude,(p) and 
intense joy,(g) have each in their turn been the cause of 
weeping. 

There hare been floods of tears shed in all ages on account 

a. Gen. 21 : 16 ft. 3 Sam. 15 : 90. 18 : 33.— c ^ Sam. 13 : 36. 9 Sam. 19 : 99. 

—d. Gen. 93 : 9.— «. Job 97: 15.—/. 9 Sam. 13: 36. Lake 7 : 13. 8: 59.--^. 
Gen. 50: l^k. 9 Sam. 3 : 39. 9 Kings 18 : 14. John 11 : 33.— t. John 11 : 31, 

33.— «. Acta 9: 39— ik. Gen. S7: 38. Heb. 19: 97 I. Numb. 11 : 4. 18 : 90.— 

m, Ruth 1 : 9.-^. Gen. 46 : 99.— o. 1 Sam. 90 : 41.— p. 1 Sam. 94 : 16.— f. Gen. 
46:98. 
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of human guilt Friends have wept for the sins of friends^r) 
and prophets («) and apostles (f) have wept for the sins of the 
people. David^u) and Peter^v) and all the redeemed, have 
ahed for their own eins the tears of penitenee and contrition. 

There haye been those, too, who have wept over the deso- 
lations of Zion. Ezrtijiw) and Nehemiah,(x) and Jeremiah^) 
hare shed such tears, and they have been {ueasing to the eye 
of Jehovah. 

The Bible furnishes at least a hundred cases of weeping ; 
but a noticeable fact occurs. In one instance only, are these 
the tears of infancy. It is said of Moses, when the ark was 
opened, in which he was exposed upon the Nile, " Behold the 
babe wept" No other infant is described as weeping. And 
yet every member of the human family must have experienced 
the sorrows of infancy, and have been made acquainted with 
the gi-iefs and trials consequent to the periods of childhood 
and youth. Mature life has. brought along witli it occasiona 
for weeping ; and the accumulated cares and sorrows of old 
age have furnished abundantly the reasons for tears. Severe 
aickness, and threatened dissolution, too, may have drawn 
tears from eyes which in health were unaccustomed to weep. 
Who, that lives, will deny, that the world we inhabit is not 
justly styled a ^ vale of tears !" It must be so, to have occa- 
sioned one of the inhabitants of the world of glory to weep 
while sojourning awhile below. Those were not causeless 
tears which the glorious Savior shed. 

But there is a world, where weeping is unknown. ^ It is a 
land of pnre delight, and never-fading flowers," where no 
'^wave of trouble shall ever roll." There ^^the inhabitants 
shall no more say, ^ I am sick.' " ^ For the Lord God shall 
wipe away all tears from all faces." " All sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away," and ^ there shall be no more death." 

And remember, too, dear reader, that there is a land of dark- 
ness, and the shadow of death, where sin reigns undisturbed^ 
where the light of God's face never shines. 

^ In that lone land of deep despair, no Sabbath's light " will 
ever dawn, nor prayer for mercy be ever heard. It is a world 
of weeping and wailing, where is ^'gnashing of teeth," and 
the ^ gnawing of the tongue" for pain. Weeping there will not 
continue for a night, and give place to joy in the morning, but 
'Uhe wrath of God is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation f and those who drink of it **have no rest 
day nor night," but must weep on and wail on, and that for 
ever. V. 

r. 9 Sam. 19: 1.— «. 3 Kings 8: ll^-t. Phil. 3: 18.— «. Pb. 43: 8.~«. Matt. J 
S6 ; 75.— «. Em 10 : 1.-^ Nell. 1 : 4^-^. Jer.^ ; 1. 13 : 17. Lam. 1 1 16. 
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Allbctlmilf siorj of llatenud liO're. 

Id the village of Careggi, whether it was that due pre- 
caution bad uot been taken, or that the disease was of a par- 
ticularly malignant nature, one after another, first the young 
and then the old, of a whole family dropped off. A woman 
who lived on the opposite side of the way, the wife of a 
laborer and mother of two little boys, felt herself attacked by a 
iever in the night ; in tlie morning it greatly increased, and in 
the evening the fatal tumor appeared. This was in the ab- 
sence of her husband, who went to work at a distance, and 
only returned on Saturday nights, bringing home the scanty 
means of subsistence for the family for the week. Terrified 
by the example of the neighboring family, moved by the fond- 
est love for iier children, and determined not to communicate 
the disease to them, she formed the heroic resolution of leav- 
ing her children and going elsewhere to die. Locking them 
into the room, and sacrificing to their safety even the last and 
sole comfort of a parting embrace, off she ran, down stairs, 
carrying with her the sheets and coverlets, that she might 
leave no means of contagion. She then shut the door with a 
sigh, and went away ; but the biggest one hearrag the doon 
shut, went to the window, and seeing her ninning in that 
manner, cried out, " Good-by, mother," in a voice so tender 
that she involuntarily stopped. '' Good-by, mother," repeat- 
ed the youngest child, stretching his little hand out of the 
window ; and thus was the poor afflicted mother compeTled' 
for a time to endure the dreadful conflict between the yearn- 
ings which called her back, and the piety and solicitude which 
urged her on. At length the latter ccmquered, and amid'ft 
flood of tears and the farewells of her children, who knew not 
the fatal cause and import of those tears, she reached the 
house of those who were to bury her. She recommended her 
husband and children to them, and in two days sKe was no* 
more! Surely nothing can equal the heart of a mother. How 
pathetic the expression of a poor w^oman on hearing her parish 
priest relating the story of Abraham's oaring his son Isaae 
as a sacrifice. *<Ah! God never could have required < such » 
sacrifice of a mother !" 



Friends* 

"Choose them with great care, but their number must be 
small. Have no friend who does not fear God, who is not 
wholly governed by the truths of religion. They should be a 
little older than yourself. To friends like these, open your 
heart without reserve, and keep nothing secret from them 
except the secrets of others." — Fendatu 

VOL. VII. 10 
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Infaikt BAptlsm m Bleftslng^ to tl&e Parent. 

Mb. BuLLARDy-^I koaw you think much of the salu- 
tary influences of household consecration. Whether 
you, as a parent, have been placed in such circumstances, 
as the most fully to test the value of this divine institu- 
tion, I do not know. Yet, I may presume that some, at 
least, of the many parents who read the Visiter, have; 
and that, from the comfort it has yielded them in the 
hour when a baptized child was taken away, they can 
say that infant consecration is an ordinance of unspeak- 
able value, as it encourages the parent to pray, and to 
trust in God. In reading an article in a late number 
of the Visiter, the thought was suggested to my mind, 
t^at one item of my own experience on this subject, 
might afford some satisfaction to those parents, who, in 
the providence of God, have been placed in circum- 
stances similar to my own; and, perhaps, might also 
lead other parents to think more of that ordinance, 
which God so blesses to strengthen the faith of his 
children. 

It is now about two years since God took from me, by 
death, a beloved child. She was very dear to my heart, 
— for only a few months before I had been called to lay 
her precious mother in the grave. And she was of such 
an age, she could remember many things a pious moth- 
er had taught her; and, with many tears, would speak 
of her, and on her knees pray that God would make her 
good as her mother was, and when she died take her to 
heaven. When I first felt that it was very doubtful 
whether she recovered from the disease that was upon 
her, I was overwhelmed in sorrow. . It seemed as 
though I should sink under the great and unexpected 
trial. I had for many months felt more than usual anx- 
iety for her conversion to God. And now, when I saw 
that to human view her days yi^ould be soon numbered, 
much as I had desired her life, and much as I still could 
wish it; yet, my greatest concern was, that she might be 
a child of God, and be prepared for heaven. It was 
this solicitude, not so much that she might be spared to 
me, as that she might l^e saved, that rolled upon me a 
burden that was almost insupportable. And it do«s 
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appear to me, I could not have endured the agony of 
those trying days, had not God sustained me, by help* 
ing me to rely on that blessed covenant, he has estab* 
itshed with believers and their children. When I 
remembered that in the arms of maternal love and faitb^ 
the child had been carried to the baptismal font, and 
In the name of the three that bear record in heaven, 
there had been placed upon it the seal of covenant bless* 
ings, and these blessings I was permitted to plead for 
the dying child, I was comforted and encouraged. 
From the moment that I felt that by faith I could take 
hold of that covenant, I was willing God should do as 
lie pleased with the child, and I felt a persuasion so 
strong as to be almost a matter of assurance to me, that 
GK>d would be glorified, not in leaving the child for ever 
to blaspheme his holy name ; but in taking her to heav*> 
en, there evermore to love, adore and praise. As I 
now look back to those days of deep affliction, it seems 
as though I should have sunk under it, had it not been 
for the promise, " I will be a God to thee and to thy 
seed." The fact that she was a baptized child,— that 
she was within the pale of the everlasting covenant,— 
austained me in those deep waters, and encouraged me 
to plead with stronger faith for her salvation unto eteiw 
nal glory. Whether she is indeed in heaven, it is not 
necessary I should now know; it is enough that the will 
of God is done. But I had such faith in pleading for 
covenant blessings, that I could but feel that the blood 
of Christ availed for her. And when I laid her in the 
grave, at the age of five and a half years, by the side 
of hep who gave her birth, I seemed to hear her,— ^ 
instead of the last audible words she spoke on earth, 
** Father, pray,'* — saying, *• Father, praise,** 

S. W. S. 



7t-,i 



Taiuiton TrlalUurlAn Sabbatb Scl&ool. 

The present number of teachers and scholars, con- 
nected with the Rev. Mr. Maltby's Sabbath school, is 
390. Of the scholars, twenty have become hopefully 
pious daring the past year. 

** Our Sabbath school,'* says the pastor in his report. 
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"has been characterized the past year, with unusual 
stillness, attention and improvement. This may be 
owing to several causes: 

1 . The teachers generally have taken an unusual in- 
terest in the lessons and in their classes. 

2. The change, though reluctantly made, of question 
books, from the Union Questions to Newcomb's; which 
is preferred by both teachers and scholars. 

3. The deep interest taken by the school, the church, 
and the congregation, in the Monthly Sabbath School 
Concert. We have no meeting anticipated with so 
much pleasure, and attended with so much satisfaction. 

4. Juvenile singing; which is cultivated with pleasure 
and success. 

5. The general, the class and the personal religious 
conversation and appeals of the pastor to the scholars, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath; also the faithful application 
of the truths studied, by many of the teachers, to the 
hearts and consciences of their pupils. 

6. An inquiry meeting expressly for the school every 
Sabbath evening during the winter, an hour, immedi- 
ately preceding the third public meeting. 

7. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the conviction 
-and conversion of members of the school frequently. 

We are fully convinced, that, whether we consider 
the ease and pleasure of studying the lessons, and of 
attending the school, or the intellectual and moral im- 
provement of the scholars, the winler is a far more 
favorable season than the summer, — the leisure, buoy- 
ancy and vigor of cold weather, than the engagements, 
fatigue and lassitude of warm weather. The Sabbath 
school, however, like the institutions of the gospel, we 
believe, is fitted for all seasons, all climates and all con- 
ditions. And we should now, almost as soon think of 
suspending public worship a part of the year, as the 
Sabbath school." 



ReTlirals. 



The Village Church, in Mtdwaxfy — as appears from the Sab- 
bath school report, — was organized in September last. The 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Sanford, was settled in October. The Sabbath 
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0ebool then numbered about 70. It bat coofitontly ioereaaed 
MQCOy till now it numbers 160. Special interest in religion begoa 
to be mcuiifeeted about the middle of last January ; and it is sUH 
continuing, in a silent, though somewhat powerful manner. 
Some Utiriy are included as hopefid subjects. This work of 
grace has increased the interest in the Sabbath school ; and 
on the otiier hand the Sabbath school has been the means of 
expending the work. 

The Lord is doing great things for us, — says the report of 
the school connected with Rev. Mr. Long's Society, Mil/hrd, — 
whereof we are glad. Many are inquiring the way to Zion, 
with their ^ces thitherward. A new interest is felt by the 
fiiends of the Redeemer, in his cause; and numbers, princi- 
pally of those who have been connected with the Sabbath 
eeboo}, are anxioosly imfuiring, what they shall do to be 
SBTod. Some twenty are indulging hope. 

The Lord was pleased, — says the superintendent of the 
South Hadlty Canal Sabbath school, — ^in the early part of the 
year to visit this valley with the influence of the Holy Spirit ; 
and out of 43 that were admitted to the church, as the fruits 
•f the revival, lt0enfy-«/r were members of the Sabbath school, 
and in the morning of life. 

£&fy-m»e have been added to Rev. Mr. Ingram's church, in 
8mn4erland, nzhf^one of whom belonged to the Sabbath school. 
The average age of the 61 was about 19 years. 



An Abient CbUd's R«ti 

ft was on an afternoon subsequent to one of the loveliest 
Sabbaths that ever shone on the usually boisterous month of 
March, that we returned to the city. There were but few 
passengers in the car in wliich we had taken a seat, and those 
few were strangers. Among them was Sarah D , a pleas- 
ant, modest girl of thirteen. She was returning to her wid- 
owed mother and other friends, from whom she had been 
absent about a year. And the young, who have been separated 
from dear friends, can better imagine than we can describe, 
the pleasure with which this youth must have anticipated a 
mother's embrace and the warm greetings of associates and 
friends. 

VOL. TII, 10* 
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ConTersation with ber soon developed several facts, respect- 
ing herself and some of ber friends, of no small interest 
Within three weeks she hoped she had found ber Savior to 
be precious to her soul. And the account which she gave of 
the way in which she was led to indulge that hope, — ber views 
of sin, and the plan of salvation, — her solicitude for young 
associates, &c., afforded pleasing evidence that she had truly 
become a child of God. With these new views and hopes 
and feelings, — with all the ardor of her first love, — she was 
returning to her beloved home. 

As we listened to her story, thus we mused : How difier- 
ently will she meet her friends from what she has ever met 
them before ! But how will ihiy meet her^ Most of them, 
when she left, a year before, were without hope and without 
God in the world ; and will they now be prepared to sympa- 
thize with the Christian love and joy that will gush forth warm 
from her young heart ? Will their hearts beat in unison with 
hers? Will the mother's joy be like hers who found the lost 
piece of silver, — like his who rejoiced over his returning 
prodigal son ? And will any other friends mingle their joy 
with hers, as she exclaims, ''This my child was dead, and is 
alive again ; and was lost, and is found !" O, yes. Such will 
be that mother's joy ; nor will she rejoice alone. Letters, but 
recently received, bad iuformed Sarah, — and a heavenly rapture 
shone in her eye, as she repeated the glad news, — ^that her 
mother, two beloved aunts and two young cousins had found the 
preciousness of that same Savior, who had so recently ap« 
peared precious unto herself! These friends knew nothing 
then, of Sarah's hopes ; nor did they know, till they heard of 
them from her own lips, and saw them in her beaming eye 
and calm yet glowing countenance. 

What a meeting the return of that child must have occa- 
sioned ! Who, that has not witnessed a similar, can imagine 
the scene ! If new-born souls experience such joy in meeting 
on earth, as we may suppose they experienced^ what must be 
the joy that will swell the bosoms of parents in heaven, when 
tbey meet, in that blissful world, children whom they left here 
in their sinsj 

Dear, impenitent reader ! Are you absent from the home of 
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your childhood, and your beloved parentfl? Shall not the 
news of your speedy conversion awaken in those parentis 
hearts such joy as was felt by the mother and friends of Sarah 
D- — ? Have you a dear parent or friend who, you hato 
reason to believe, is enjoying the fruition of heaven ? O, shall 
not your arrival at that blessed world swell the bosom of that 
parent or friend with higher joy ! 



A mother, in , whose firiends, excepting a pious grand- 
mother, have all been opposed to evangelical religion, was 
'hopefully converted about a year since. When examined for 
admission tolhe church, she was asked, What first awakened 
her to attend to the concerns of her soul ? 

She said, that when a child, her mother used frequently to 
take her on a visit to her grandmother's. This grandmother 
was a woman of prayer, and she used always to take her little 
grandchild up into the garret, and there kneel down and pray 
with her. Those praytny said this mother, produced in her 
mind the first serious impressions she ever had on the subject 
of religion ; and she had never forgotten those impressions. 

What wonders, wrought through the silent, secret influence 
of the prayen of parents and grandparents, will eternity dis- 
close ! And at what an eady age, and by what apparently 
trivial instrumentalities, shall we then see, were made some 
of the deepest engravened and most enduring impressions 
ever made on the human mind and heart ! Ought we not, 
then, in our intercourse with the young, and indeed with any 
of our fellow- men, to watch over every word and action with the 
utmost care? Their influence may be felt, ages and ages 
hence, in swelling the joy of the redeemed, or deepening the 
wo of the lost ! 



Repl««>l«hlMg Idbrartes Im tMe IBprinis. 

We are happy to inform the schools connected with the Mastaehu-' 
tetts Sabbath School Society, and, indeed, all our patrons, that we are 
able, the present season, to offer a larger assortment of good books, for 
replenishing their libraries, than ever before. The Society have pab- 
lished, the past year^-^—ineloding 24 half-cent books for infant classes,—- 
between tixty and ttventy new books; making the whole number of 
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the Society's pnUieatioiii* inela^iog §0 cards, about two hundred and 
ttigkiy. Tboflo ooabrace a vory great variety in size, style, &&, 
a/^apled to all ages and capacitiee, from tho members in the infant, to 
Ibose in the adult class. 

Tho Society's Question 3oo^,«~-althoQgh the first one was issued 
only three ago, — have been introduced into a very large portion of our 
schools; and they have been far more generaUy approved than we had 
any reason to anticipate. 

We know of no establishment in New England, or indeed in the 
comtry, where there U sa large an mstoriment of books that have been 
appvOTed, by a re$pontM« committee^ as auitablo ibr Sabbath schools, 
•M the Depository of this Society ; and nope where these books can be 
Abtained cheaper. la addition to the 280 publications of the Society and 
Sh0 600 «r 600 misceltaneons books that have been approved by a com- 
mittee of the Board, appointed for the purpose, purchasers can obtain, at 
the Society'a Depository, the publications of the JVho England Bap- 
tist Satfbaih School Unions — except a few that are of a denominational 
cbaiacter,— Biul also the publications of the American Sunday School 
Ui»iofi,<— atthesam«pi|tce«atwhich they couI<) obtain them from those 
Societies. The Society, in purchasing these miscellaneous books and 
the books of these societies, receive a small discount, so that our friends 
who may wish those books, wiU aid their own Society, by procuring 
them at its Depository^ while, at the same time, they get them at the 
publishers' own prices. 



Pine Street Sabbath Scbool, Boston. 

From the report of the Pine Street Sabbath School, furnished by the 
iaperintendent, we have gatliered the following partu^ulars: 

During the past year, 19 teachers and 108 scholars have left, and 18 
teachers and 116 scholars have entered the school. The present num- 
ber is 37 teachers and 319 scholars, of whom 93 are connected with 
the infant department. Eight members of the school have been hope- 
fully converted, ten have made a public proiesfiion of religion, and one 
teacher and one scholar have died. The library contains 368 volumes. 

▲ WORD TO TJBACHK&S. 

Teacher! have you thought how many were coming and going,-* 
■ome of them, perhaps, here to obtain the only religious instructioa 
they are to receive in this world ? A little girl from a neighboring town, 
fMune to the city to visit her friends. She was a very bright, intelligent 
child. Her parents were opposed to religion, and had never taught her 
nboot God, and heaven, and hell, and her lost condition as a sinner. 
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Her mother bed reeentlj died, and, after a lew weeks, her fothor seot 
tn her to retnrn home, la eternity we thait see, if not belbre, wheCbsr 
we as a lehool hoTe famished her with her onij knowledge of dime 
thiofi. God grant that tlie little seed we have sown, maj spring «p 
and bear frait abondantly to his praise and glory! 

TXACHSRS* RSPORTS. 

One teacher says: " A. B. is moch improved in behavior, and b one 
of the most constant in the ^lass;— diligent in the stady of the lesoon, 
— always commits it to memory and endeavors to understand it before 
coming to school; bat is still inclined to whisper, sometimes even dnrii^ 
prayers" 

Another teacher says: <* I have repeatedly urged my scholars not t» 
associate with bad boys daring the week, and, with the exception of one* 
I believe they osnally avoid soch company." 

Another teacher says: ** C. F. appears anzioos to learn and makes 
more effort to study the lesson than any other member of the class." 

** Thos &r," says another teacher, ** the scholars have given a good 
degree of attention to my bstrocttons, and, in every case, with the 
exception of one scholar, have come prepared to recite their lesson." 

These statements show that scholars, by their good or bad example, 
every Sabbath exert an inflaence on each other and the whole school; 
and either encoarage or discourage their teachers. 

GAlBVIirO THB 8PIAIT. 

Eariy ui the year, many of the scholars were somewhat knpressed 
with the importance of religion. But these impressbns seemed soon 
to be effiiced, and thoughtlessness sgain returned. It was very evident 
that one boy, — and we cannot tell but many were in the same condi» 
tion, — grieved atoay the Spirit of God,lnf being afraid to let hit cow^ 
panione know that he vhu teriout ! He was anxious about his soul-— 
he wanted to be a Christian — he knew he was not prepared to die; but 
lor fear his companions might laugh at Atst, be went back, and he 
may have, in eternity, to lament that he thus lost his soul. 

MOMTHLY COlTTAIBUTIOlfS. 

On the first Sabbath of each month, a collectk>n has been taken vp 
for some ^lenevolent object The total amount collected daring the 
year has been thirty dollars and fifty-seven cents. It has been oar 
desire, to have these contributions the voluntary offerings of the clnl- 
dren, and, as far as practksable, from money earned or saved by them- 
adves. The amount thus raised, though, in itself, no ineonsklerable 
sum, is considered a matter of small moment, when compared with the 
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•piril which it i9 oar o(^t lo uifQie iato the miads of tho acholaia 
Wo wish thooi to hoar of tbo waos* objoeU of beaovoloooo, ood to bo 
foovod 1^ whai tboy hear,«-4o taurdm a spirii of telf^deoial, that thajr 
mtij beoeBt otbwa. Wo wish thoiu to havo this feeling 00 habitually, 
that when tempted to part with their little savings for ^y of the toi» 
thourand oseless and injurious articles which every where meet their 
oye, their thoughts will, at once, turn to the sinful and the sorrowing all 
aronod them and throughout the world. 



nmU.9m» or Kew Pvblleatlowft ^y ihm Soelety* 

Always do Right: or the Story of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. 64 pp., 82mo. 

RxLiGiair AT CorRT: or Daniel in the King's Gate. 90 pp., 
18mo., divided into 5 chapters. 

Both of the above books are by the author of ** The Happy Family," 
<< The Shepherd Boy," &c. It is not the design of these books to pre- 
sent a full and complete history of Daniel and his three friends. Bat 
rather, in the case of Daniel, to exhibit him at vourt ; to show how he 
resisted court temptations to an advanced age, and filled up his days as 
lie began them, glorifying God; and in the case of his three friends, 
" to teach, — as was undoubtedly one intention of the Holy Ghost in 
giving them as examples to the world, — the importance of a sacred re- 
gard to conscience, and to God, its author; and that it is better to go 
thfoagh a barning fiery famaoe, than to violate, in a single inataneo, the 
Christian rnle, * Always i>o Right.' " 

The Protestants: Being. a continuation of tho History of the 
Reformation in Germany, from 1525 to 1582; including the confession 
of Angsborg. The fourteenth volume of the Sabbath School Church 
History. By Harvey Newcomb. This book is divided into 9 chaptera, 
and to each chapter is added a series of questions to aid any who may 
wish to make the history a subject of study. There are but few vol- 
umes, published by this Society, more important to be read and studied 
by the older youth and adults in oar Sabbath schools, than these vol- 
umes on Church History. 

JwxifiJ^B Music: originally published in the Sabbath School Vio^ 
itor, and furnished by Lowell Mason, Professor in the Boston Acadomy 
of Music. Part I. 86 pp., 18mo. 

Descriptive Catalogue: embracing a short description of aU 
tho pablieatk>ns of the Ma8s..S. a Society. 86 pp. This Catak>gne 
ia intended for gratuitons distribution. 
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Bketchsi or Hovrt Cakhbl. Bj ■ Sabbath gchool incber. 
46 ff., -eSHt. It ia djvldeit ioto 4 chupltm 1. DnetiptiMi tf ihc 




3. C»M oT Mount Cnrmel. 8. Bibla EvanU oT Hoaot Car 
B>d. 4. MoDDt Cwmel aa it now U. 

We iMiih this little buok, oi U ib object, an atatcd in Ihe preface, will 
not only impart knowledge tctpeinlng a mnat inUre«ting lopogrBptiieal 
■object in biblical geography, bat alao, elicit an iDcreaaiog love for the 
atudj of the Bible, in general. 

A DocTRiNAi. Text-Bqox: designed to aid Bible CloiMi, 
Familiee and Cbnrchea, in tlie *}'alematic atudy of the cardinal doc- 
Irinea of Christianity, ^y Ray Palmer, Pastor of the Sontb Cbnrcb, 
Bath, Maine. Fart 1. T2 pp. — price 10 centa. The preface of thia 
book presents the need uf a Doctrinal Ten-Book, on a lOtnewhal dil^ 
ferent principle from any now in general dm, — origin and plan of tbe 
work — mode of atady and concluding remarks. The preieni lolame 
contains 22 leasons; B of which are Introductory, on the Existence of 
God, and the Divine anlhority of the Scriptures; end the remaining 17 
are Doctrinal Lenoni, on Ihe Atttibnies of God, and the mode of tbe 
Divine Existence. 

It most give pleaaare (a ever; lover of the truth, to witness tbe 
growing dispoailion, annan| many of the more raalBre classes in oar 
Sabbath sobools. to study the great doctrinu of Ihe Bibla. It ia be* 
lieved tbat ibis volame, and the one or two Ihal may follow il, will coo- 
tain a $yiltm of doctrinal troth, bctler adapted, in some respecU, to tbe 
wania of tiumy in oar schooti, than any other work of the hind. 
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Famished for this work by Lowsu:. Mason, Profesaor in the 

Boston Academy of Music. 



HT M N. Til a solemn thins to pray. 

Moderato, 
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Tis a solemn thing 



to pray ; Tis to speak with Him who made as, 
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Who upholds us eve-ry day, And a-lone can bless and aid as. 
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Sweet it if, whren all alone, 

To poor out our hearts liefore binii 
Humbly kneeling at his throne, 

There to praise and to adore him. 

3 
Sweet it is, in earnest prayer, 

All our sin to him confessing ; 
To implore forgiveness there, 

And ask new supplies of blessing. 

4 
S^eet to thank him for the past, 

Trusting that, whatever overtake as, 
Long as lif^ on earth may last, 

He will ne'er, no, ne'er forsake ns. 

5 
Oh ! how grateful should I feel 

Tp a God such love displaying! 
Oft before him would I kneel. 

Great the pleasure is of praying. 



SABBATH SCHOOL VISITER. 
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FOft A PKATSft MXKTINO, COMrOIXO OF LITTLB OlftU. 

Iir sweet aiiectioD now we meet, 

Before our Father^ throne ; 
Let love within our bosoms burn, 

And all our hearts be one. 

'Tis not for us, but for his sake, 

Who in compassion came, 
That we have grace before him now 

To magnify his name. 

And while we look to Christ the Lord, 

Whose banner is but love, 
O9 may we foel the Spirit's power, 

Descending from above ! 

Then will we search his holy word — 

For there our life is given ; — 
And grace, as rich as manna fell. 

To guide our souls to heaven. 

As the soft branches of a vine. 

We would in Jesus grow, — 
Draw the sweet milk so fit for babes. 

And in his footsteps go. 

We love thee. Savior, — O, 'tis bliss 

To be thus gathered here ! 
Well sing the praises of our God, 

And drop the thankful tear. 

VOL. VII. 11 
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'Tis not enough ! we give ourselves, — 

Our life, our strength, our all, 
While in this sacred place we stand, 

And now before thee fall. A. R 



The Day of Sorrofr. 

The decree had gone forth. ** Mocked of the wise 
men," Herod became ** exceeding wroth," and deter- 
mined to put to a sudden anci cruel^eath all the children 
that were in Bethlehem and' in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, that he might* thus secure 
himself from the rival influence of him who was born 
king of the Jews. But the new born king, now a sinless 
babe in the arms of his watchful mother, was not thus 
sacrificed to the. anger of the tyrant. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee word, for Herod 
will seek the young child to destroy him. And Joseph 
arose and took the young child and his mother by night 
and departed into Egypt." But what a day of wo was 
to succeed their departure! Let us imagine one scene 
among the many, that sent forth, on that fearful day, 
the " voice of weeping, lamentation, and great mourn- 
ing." 

The bright sun was breaking around the mountain, 
upon whose summit lay the beautiful village of Bethle- 
hem. The deep vale below still lay reposing in the 
gray shadow of early morning. Beneath the leafy 
branches of a wild olive tree sat a Jewish mother. She 
looked towards Jerusalem, which lay six miles to the 
north. A spring of pure water lay bubbling up at her 
feet. A dark pine grove spread itself gloomily at her 
right, and here and there the pomegranate tree was 
bending beneath its ricih fruit. Now, far in the distance, 
the young mother saw the figure of a man approaching. 
It was Hanoch; and eagerly she arose and hastened 
to meet him. His countenance was overshadowed, 
his long beard untrimmed, and his fringed tunic was 
carelessly thrown open. As he stood before Michal, 
his heavy brows were sternly bent, as if to conceal the 
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agitation of his feelings, and he calmly exclaimed, 
"Michalf where is our boy?" — then hastily folding his 
arms around her, and pressing her hand for one moment 
in his, he silently hurried on. Once, as Michal clung 
to him, she eagerly asked, " Hanoch, is it true?" 
Hanoch turned and looked tenderly upon her, as he 
exclaimed, "Alas! Michal, true." They hastened on, 
and in a few minutes reached their own dwelling. 
Passiqg through the porch or gateway, they entered the 
court paved with marble, and surrounded with carved 
or latticed work. Here they found their child. He 
was lying upon a mat. Near him watched a Hebrew 
servant. As his parents drew near, the child sprang 
forward and extended his arms to them. " Look!" ex- 
claimed Hanoch, in a tone of despair. '* The spring's 
promise is given in vain. Ere the crimson light of 
evening, the clash of steel will be heard. Weep, 
Michal. It is well for you. Cradle him on your breast 
this day. It will be blood-stained ere night." Then 
rushing forward, and wildly taking the child in his arms, 
he added, " Philip, my first born, would to God my 
blood could appease the savage jealousy and rage of 
Herod, so that thou mightest live!" The little boy 
clung to his father's neck, and laid his head upon the 
strong arm that encircled him. Then, as his eyes rested 
upon Michal, his lips parted, and the only word he had 
learned to utter escaped them. It was the word dear- 
est to a mother, and Michal bowed her head upon her 
bosom and wept bitterly. 

The day wore slowly away, but ere the sun stood 
above them, a wailing cry went up to heaven from the 
village where Jesus was born. The waters echoed back 
the moaning sound. The low winds seemed burdened 
with grief. Michal clasped her boy to her bosom, and 
sat in the court. The color came swiftly at every sound, 
and as it died away, the suddenly checked tears again 
gushed forth. Hanoch sat apart and wrapped his tunic 
closely about him. Escape there was none. The sun 
was slowly sinking in the west, when the blood-stained 
sword passed before them. Calmly raising her child in 
her arms, Michal cried, <* Spare! spare!" " The king's 
decree !" was the only reply. The babe joyously sprang 
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loFtk as if to grasp the glittering sword. Oae moment 
of hopeless, silent agony. That moment passed, and 
the head of the beautiful Philip lay bleeding on the pure 
marble at the feet of Michal. The sun went down, and 
the infants' massacre was completed. *' In Rama was 
there a Toice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and 
great mourning. Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they are not." *' And 
I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying. Behold, 
Crod shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow^ nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain." A r. 



«* It U my JUotber's Gravel 

In the summer of 18 — , I passed a Sabbath in a place, 
which was one of the early settlements in the section of 
country that borders on Long Island Sound. I had left 
home in feeble health, to enjoy, for a few days, the cool and 
refreshing breeze that comes up from the broad Atlantic. 
As a pleasant sun, which had broke out from behind the 
clouds that for the most part of the day^had obscured it, 
was going down in the west, I crossed a field and made 
my way to the ancient burying-ground, situated in a J 

retired and lovely spot, on the margin of the water. 
Feelings more thaa usually pensive and serious filled 
my mind as 1 gazed on the monuments of the departed, 
owing in part to feeble health, but more to the fact, that 
not many months had passed since I had laid in the 
grave a beloved wife and a lovely child. I visited sev- 
eral new made graves, and imagined that here lay a 
child of fond and bereaved parents; or here were the 
mortal remains of a companion dear to the survivor as 
his own life. 

While I was thus going from grave to grave, a young 
lady with a lad drove up to the yard, and entering, 
hasted away to a grave which I had visited, and which 
evidently had been but recently opened to receive its 
victim. I saw that she knelt at the grave, plucked from 
it some spires of grass, which had begun to grow upon 
it, and wiped with her handkerchief her weeping eyes. 
I was much affected with what I saw. I was confident 
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it was the grave of a dear friend; — it might be of a 
beloved parent, or of a dearer friend of her heart. I was 
prepared to sympathize with her, stranger as she was; 
for, with all the deep and tender emotions of the soul 
waked up by a visit to the grave of earthly friendship, I 
bad become familiar. I needed no one to tell me some- 
thing how she felt on kneeling on such a spot. I felt 
urged to meet her at the gateway as she and the lad 
were leaving the yard. And I said to her, '* I see, mad- 
am, that you visited that new grave yonder; I presume 
it contains the remains of some beloved friend. May a 
stranger to you, but no stranger to your feelings on 
going to such a spot, know what one of your dear friends 
sleeps there?" 

''O, it is a dear friend, indeed, — it is the grave of 
my mother!** she replied, with a bursting heart. I said, 
** If she loved the Savior, she is not there. You may 
think of her as in heaven; and if you love Christ, too, 
you will soon see her where Jesus is." But she felt too 
deeply to make a reply, and with a flood of tears hasted 
to her carriage and 1 saw her no more. 

But the words, "It is the grave of ray mother!" I 
shall never forget. Whether she shed over that grave 
the tear of gratitude in view of what a kind mother had 
done for her; or whether she remembered there afresh 
instances of disobedience and unkindness to her who was 
now hid from her sight, and so wept, I do not know. 
But I have thought that a relation of these facts might 
not be in vain to some of the many children and youth 
who read the Visiter. Let me ask, children, how you 
would feel, if you were now called to visit the grave of 
your mother, or your father? Have you been so kind 
to them, so pleasant, so obedient to their will, that if 
they were dead, you would not have to weep for your 
neglects of duty at their grave? You may die indeed 
before your parent^, — many children do; this should 
not be forgotten. But if they should die first, how 
would you feel when on visiting the burying-ground you 
must say, ** O, this is the grave of my father — this the 
grave of my mother!" Will you all think of these 
things now, and so love and obey your parents, as you 
will then wish you had ? If such should be the effect, I 
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iball not jregr^t askipg ypu^ friepd to print for jour 
benefit the page which J have her^ wrUtea. 

S. W. S. 

Mt dkar Children, — I feur you do Dot consider 
what a privilege you enjoy in being permitted to attend 
the Sabbath school. A few years ago there was no such 
thing as a Sabbath school. When your parents were 
young like yourselves, they had none to attend, so that 
you are much more highly blest than they were ; and 
what I wish is, that you may realize the value of this 
blessing, and improve it every Sabbath while it is granted 
you. 

Did you ever think, when separating from your teach- 
ers and companions, ai the close of the school, that you 
might never mingle with them and join in its delightful 
exercises again? Perhaps you never did. But you 
know that you must die; and some die younger than you 
are, and die suddenly. I knew a little girl who, a few 
weeks since, was in as perfect health as any of you now 
are. She had been a constant attendant upon the Sab- 
bath school ever since it was here established. She 
committed her lessons well, and listened with evident 
satisfaction to all the instructions of her teacher, and 
for the last few months her deportment was marked with 
unusual seriousness and propriety. One Sabbath last 
month, she attended school for the last time, repeated 
her last lesson, received the last instructions of her 
teacher, and led the companions and the scene of her 
Sabbath school enjoyment for ever. Before the return 
of another Sabbath she was taken suddenly ill, and 
though her friends were not for some days alarmed 
about her, yet in just one week she died. 

After she was taken sick, she said to her mother, '* I 
am not afraid to die;" and afterwards she said the same 
to her minister. He asked her if she thought she was 
prepared to die. She hesitated a moment and answer- 
ed, '* I don't know, sir." He asked her if she prayed. 
She said, <'Yes, sir, I pray that the Lord will take me 
and do with me just as he pleases, and I pray for the 
Sabbath school, and for Sabbath scholars, and for the 
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poor heathen who have no Bible." She manifested 
strong attachment to her teacher, and one of her last 
acts (though in a moment of delirium) was to embrace 
her teacher and affectionately kiss her. We hope she 
has gone to heaven, but we should like to have had still 
greater evidence of her preparation for it. 

Now, my dear children, are you interested in what I 
have told you of Sarah K. ? Remember that you too 
mast attend the Sabbath school for the last time, repeat 
your last lesson and receive your last instructions. You 
too must lie on a bed of sickness, and a bed of death, 
and ask yourselves, ''Am I prepared to follow Sarah 
K. ?'' After she was taken sick but one Sabbath inter- 
vened before her death. On the following one, at the 
hour she had usually spent with her Sabbath school 
teacher and companions, they were mournfully following 
her lifeless remains to the silent tomb. The scene spoke 
loudly to them; and may the recital of it admonish you 
to be also ready, for death may come suddenly to you as 
it did to her. Imitate her in her love of the Sabbath 
school — in praying for Sabbath scholars; and give your 
hearts without delay to that Savior who has said, ** I 
love them that love roe, and tliose that seek me early 
shall find me." 

And to teachers I would say, let this little sketch re- 
mind you of your responsibility, and each Sabbath, as 
you are surrounded by your listening charge, remember 
that you may be giving them your ladt instructions — that 
death may be at the door — that you may meet them next 
in eternity! M. 



IHi-tles ot Parents in relation to .the Sabbath School* 

The third Annual Report of the Barnstable County Sabbath School 
Society, — prepared by the Secretary, Rct. H. B. Hooker, — has the 
following important remarks on the datie? of parents in reference to 
thia caoBe: 

God has given this class of the community an amazing 
influence over those who are specially reached by the 
Sabbath school system. No being but God has such 
power over the youthful mind as the parent. Out of 
this relation and the possession of this power, grow 
very important duties in relation to Sabbath schools. 
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1. The most fervent gratitude for the existence of such 
an institution. It is a great instrument of mercy to the 
family circle. It spreads its wings over the loved ones 
of the home and fireside. It has the face of an angel 
bright with benevolence toward those, who to the pa- 
rent, are "bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh." It 
comes to his aid, not to supersede or abridge his duties, 
but to give his own labors for the salvation of his house- 
hold the greater prospect of success. A parent unaf- 
fected with gratitude for the Sabbath school system, 
must be strangely ignorant of its value, or strangely 
perverse. 

2. Sympathy with the teachers^ is another duty of pa- 
rents. The faithful teacher is a self-denying laborer in 
a diflicult field. None can know his trials and dis- 
couragements but those who have been for long periods 
attempting to make truth impressive upon the volatile 
mind of a child. Teachers, who run the heartless 
round of merely listening to a recitation, who come to 
their work as a task, and are thankful for its close, are 
not those who need any sympathy. Rather is there 
need they should have any other occupation than the 
one they follow in the Sabbath school. But the careful, 
the anxious, the prayerful, the self-denying teacher, the 
one that loves the precious souls committed to his care, 
deserves, demands, the cordial sympathies of parents. 
It is to be feared that many parents have little of such 
sympathy, because they know little, by experience, of 
the difliculties and discouragements attending faithful 
eflTorts in the religious instruction of their children. 
Were they faithful in this, they would soon be aware 
that the Sabbath school teacher had an arduous work, 
and there would be no want of sympathy for him. 

3. Decided influence on children in reference to attend^ 
ance on the Sahhath school. This should not be left to 
the whim of the child j or to the power which it is sup- 
posed the teacher may gain oyer him. It should be a 
settled principle in the family circle, that all proper 
subjects shall be Sabbath school scholars,— as much a 
principle as that they shall attend public worship. The 
parent that relaxes here, fails in an important point. If 
no common incentives will carry the point with his chil- 
dren, the positive command should settle it. 
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4. The parent should take special pains to interest the 
children in the school. His own heart should deeply feel 
its importance, and when it does, the child will scarcely 
fail of feeling aomething of it too. Let him inquire 
aAer the lesson — interest himself in it and in the child's 
understanding it — explain it and aid as far as he can the 
child in preparing himself for the school. It is sad to 
leave that child to go on alone, uncountenanced, uncom- 
forted and solitary. The evil is felt, not hy the child 
only, but by the teacher, who mourns over that negligence 
and indiflTerence in the child which might have been 
prevented, or rather which might have been changed 
to lively interest by proper measures at home. 

5. JVb needed expense should be grudged for carrying 
on the school. Books for the library cost something — 
question books, maps, &c., cannot be procured without 
means. But many parents are languid or totally indif- 
ferent on this point. To others is lefl this part of 
responsibility-. Surely that parent must be sadly 
estranged trom right views of obligation, that can 
willingly be delinquent here. 

6. The Sabbath school concert of prayer demands the 
attention of all parents. As all other means of benefiting 
the youthful mind depend upon God's blessing, so prayer, 
— and especially associated prayer, — should excite deep 
interest. Such a concert should bring together as many 
as possible of both parents and children. In many 
cases, however, parents manifest little or no interest in 
this service. A goodly collection of children may be 
seen assembled, while the parents refuse the invitation 
to come. But they fail in an important duty. When- 
ever such a privilege as the concert can be sustained, 
there should never be lacking a lively interest in it on 
the part of all parents. Their prayers, the example of 
their presence, and their interest thus manifested in the 
Sabbath school cause is of vast advantage in promoting it. 

We will only add, let us but have the faithful coope- 
ration of all parents in the precious cause in which we 
are engaged, and many.of the most serious obstacles 
and discouragements would vanish at once. We should 
find ample attendance, well learned lessons, deep inter- 
est on the part of scholars, and our cause would go on 
to far nobler triumphs. 
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Caroline I^oaisa. 

Caroline Louisa was a lovely and dutiful child, the 
daughter of pious parents. She loved the Bible and 
the Sabbath school most dearly. She Vas a member of 
one of the schools connected with the Boston Sabbath 
School Union, for some years, and seemed to possess a 
mild, forgiving temper, which was inculcated both at 
home and in the Sabbath school; and, what was still 
more pleasing, she indulged a good hope of a happy 
immortality. When her gay and thoughtless compan- 
ions would be full of their hilarity, many times she 
would prefer to take her Bible and read over its sacred 
pages, or go where she could hear instructive religious 
conversation. Her countenance would beam with intel- 
ligence and tranquil joy, and her cheek indicated youth- 
ful vigor. But, alas! that fell disease, consumption, 
seated upon her vitals, a few months since, and called 
her to the sick room. Notwithstanding her severe 
trials and afflictions, she was scarcely heard to utter a 
murmur. On being asked if she suffered much pain, 
she replied, ^' Some, but Christ suffered much more.*^ 
Her hope in the Savior was firm and unshaken. 

I called upon her frotn time to time, and found that 
human skill would avail nothing. Death, with an eager 
gaze, stood ready for his prey, and even then, Louisa's 
countenance seemed to say: 

** Oh, death ! where is thy sting, 
Oh, grave I where is thy victory ? " 

I asked her what message she had for her Sabbath 
school companions, when, with more than usual anima- 
tion, she replied, ** Tell them to love the Savior if they 
tvish to be happy." This was upon the Sabbath, and on 
Tuesday following, at the age of eleven years, she 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. , 

Thus her spirit meekly bowed. 

And to God, who gave it, fled ; 
There to meet a Joyfbl crowd. 

And to be by Jesus led. 

What child is not ready to exclaim. Let me live and 
die like Caroline Louisa? B. 
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Indians* Re^rd for the Pabbatli. 

You have oAen, my young friends, heard of John 
Eliot, the beloved apostle to the Indians, and of his 
laborious and self-denying eflTurts to convert these be- 
nighted "sons of the forest" in and around Nonantum. 
This name, which signifies, in English, rejoicing, was 
given to the high grounds in the north-east part of 
Newton; — ** because," says a certain writer, **the In- 
dians hearing the word, and seeking to know God, the 
English did rejoyce at it and God did rejoyce at it, 
which pleased them much; and therefore that is the 
name of the towne." The indefatigable Eliot, in teach- 
ing the ''red men'^ the commands of God, did not fail 
to impress on their rude minds the importance of 
*' remembering the Sabbath day to keep it holy." And 
now mark the result! The wife of Cutshamakin, an 
Indian sachem, once went to fetch water on the Sab- 
bath, and talked with other women on the way ''on 
worldly matters." This came to the ears of Nabauton, 
a native preacher, who was to be the teacher that day. 
Nabauton preached on the sanctification of the Sabbath, 
and at the close rebuked the misconduct of which he 
had heard in the morning. To this the wife of Cut- 
shamakin replied in a very unbecoming manner, which 
brought on a discussion, and they concluded to refec 
the case to Mr. Eliot. 

Another instance occurred at the wigwam of Waban, 
a man of great note and influence among them. Two 
Indians arrived there towards night on the Sabbath, and 
told him that about a mile off they had chased a. raccoon 
into the hollow of a tree. They wanted help to fell the 
tree, and take the animal. It seems that Waban, who 
like the Indians generally, was "given to hospitality," 
thought the raccoon would furnish a good meal for his 
stranger guests. So he sent two of his men, who felled 
the tree and caught the animal. The rest of the Chris- 
tian Indians were offended with this conduct, as a vio- 
lation of the Sabbath not to be overlooked. So anxious 
were they that the offender should be brought to justice, 
that they referred the case to Mr. Eliot at the next 
lecture. 
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A third case is mentioned by Eliot, in which was 
exercised a vigilance equally strict. On a. certain Sab- 
bath, the public meeting was held long and late. One 
of the Indians, upon returning to the wigwam, found the 
fire almost gone out. As he sat in the corner, he split 
with his hatchet a small piece of dry wood, which he 
had reserved for kindling, and so lighted his fire. Men, 
who had been taught, that to think our own thoughts, 
or speak our own words on that holy day, was a viola- 
tion of God's command, could not suffer this to pass 
without rebuke; and the next lecture the subject was 
brought before the assembly for further investigation. 

These instances may serve to show how the Indians 
regarded the Sabbaih. And now, my young readers, if 
the unlettered savage, who had scarcely received the 
rudiments of a Christian education, was severely repri- 
manded for doing what would now be deemed by many 
a slight breach of the fourth commandment, of how 
much sorer punishment shall those children and youth 
be thought worthy, who are in the constant practice of 
desecrating God's holy day? If the untutored Indian 
was so strict in its observance, is it not a disgrace, as 
well as a sin, for Sabbath school children to collect 
in little groups around our country churches, during 
the intervals of divine service, to sport and laugh? 
Believe me^ nothing so pains a teacher's heart. 

James. 



Uttle Ifelgon. 



One morning in the latter part of last autumn, Mrs. 
M., after the example of the excellent Mrs. Isabella 
Graham, took her dinner in her work-bag, and went out 
to spend the day in visiting a number of poor families 
who lived at a distance from her dwelling. She once re- 
marked to the writer, "This sort of business is hard work ; 
but, after a day thus spent, 'tis with peculiar pleasure that 
the heart breathes, ^ Our Father who art in heaven, haU 
lowed he thy name,' " But, to return to my story. Mrs. 
M. visited a number of families and met witli many in- 
teresting things; but at present I can speak of only one. 
She called at a house where she found a poor young 
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woman in deep affliction. This woman informed Mrs. 
M., that "two weeks since, her husband had borrowed 
her last dollar, that she had earned by washing, and 
had gone off, she knew not where, and had lefl her alone 
with two little children, almost entirely destitute of food 
and fuel." In answer to Mrs. M.'s inquiries, the woman 
said, '* If you could let my little boy go and stay a few 
days at your house, it would do me a great deal of good. 
I could then take the babe, and go out to washing." 
Tears ran freely down the cheeks of the poor woman as 
she uttered this. Little Nelson was about &ve years 
old. He had fine rosy cheeks, bright blue eyes, and 
soil curly hair; and his very motion would convince any 
one, that he had good common sense. 

Mrs. M. was the wife of a rich farmer, and her be- 
nevolent heart did not refuse to take the little boy. 
Dressed in coarse clean clothes, he took his little basket 
of play-things, and went home with Mrs. M. 

As Mrs. M. was returning home, in a pathway through 
the woods, with the little boy trudging at her side, she 
fell into a reverie. During the day, she had many 
times, with a grateful heart, contrasted her own situa- 
tion with that of the poor people whom she had been 
visiting; but now her mind was musing on her own 
afflictions; (for rich people often have much to grieve 
about.) The little boy noticed the change in her coun- 
tenance, let go her hand, ran forward a few steps, then 
looked up in her face, and said, 

** Has your farder run'd away?" 

In a few minutes they came to a short turn in. the 
road, where a river seemed to cross the path. Mrs. M. 
pointed to her house, which was on the other side of^the 
river, directly opposite the spot where they stood$ and 
said to Nelson, '^ There is the house to which we are 
going." The boy looked frightened, and asked, "Shall 
I take off my shoes — are you going to wade over?" 
No, child," replied Mrs. M., "there is a bridge very 
near." Nelson eagerly looked on the river, then up in 
the face of Mrs. M., and with an expression of mingled 
indignation and terror, exclaimed, " There is no bridge; 
I'll go back!" " Child," replied Mrs. M., "there is a 
bridge, and if we find it very soon„wiW'you believe that 

VOL. VII. Ifl^ 
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I always tell little boys the irvihV* After walking down 
the river a few rods^ they stood on the bridge, and the 
little boy's face was as bright as the waves upon which 
he was looking. Mrs. M. inquired, 

'* Nelson, do you know who made this river, those 
beautiful trees, and that sun?'' Nelson replied, "No 
— ^nobody made them — did grandsir?" 

" No, child, there is a God, and he made them. Have 
you never heard that there is a God?** — "No, there is 
no God.'* 

With a very serious look, Mrs. M. replied, "Just 
now, yoti told me there was no bridge; but we found 
one, — and there certainly ia a God, though you cannot 
see him." 

The little boy was now prepared to listen to the in- 
structions which Mrs. M. was disposed to communicate; 
and it is astonishing to think how much he learnt in a 
very few weeks. 

Now, my dear Sabbath school children (for this story 
was written for you), let me ask, if a want of confidence 
in your teacher is not one cause of your being so slow 
to learn? When they tell you that there is no other 
name under heaven, save that of Jesus Christ, whereby 
souls can be saved, do you believe them? When they 
tell you, that without holiness no man can see the Lord, 
do you believe them? If so, why not repent, and give 
your hearts at once to the Savior? 

O, my dear children, have confidence in your teachers; 
but above all things, have faith tn God; believe what the 
Bible says, and you will be happy here, and happy 
beyond the grave. H. M. 



The Infkitt Series. 



The Infant Series, — mentioned in the Fe^raary Visiter,— embraces 
twenty'four small books, saited to the age and capacity of the roeoi- 
bers of infant classes. Each book contains eight pages and foor pic- 
tures, eiclasiveof those on the cover and title page. These little books 
are done np in two packages, with the titles of those contained in each 
package on the envelope. 



Eliu U a little girl only three jeare old, aod ebe has a littlo 
brother only oue year old. She calls hiin ber " dear little 
brother Willy," She loves him very muuh, and kisses him 
many, maoy times every day. They spend a great deal of 
time playing with the pretty blocks, picture-cards, and boohs 
which their father and mother have bought them; and it is 
delightful to see how well tliey agree. Eliza seldom does any 
tblne to tnahe her little brother cry ; but she is almost always 
kinaaod affectionate to him. You may 




Sometimes, when Eliza has almost finished her bouse, Willy 
will creep along, and, with one blow with his baud, throw il 
all down, and scatter the blocks all over the room. That will 
make Eliza laugh ; and when she has sollly patted his cheek 
and said, " Willy, — you little rosue, — you iiiusta't throw down 
sister's house," she will run and gather her blocks and begin 
to build again. 

It would make you laugh to see their joyful meeting, when 
they first wake in the morning. Eliza climbs upon her 
mother'^ bed and watches her sleeping brother. She can 
hardly keep still. She uo sooner sees him beginning to move 
and to open his eyes, than she cries out, "Mother, brother 
Willy's awake. — Good morning, dear brother Willy." 

Eli^a has just got into ber little trundle-bed. Willy is so 
fiill of glee, that his mother can hardly hold him to put on his 
night-clothes. See; his mother has put him on the carpet, 
and here tbe little rogue has crept along to bis sister, and now 
they will have a fine hugging. Soon the mother will put her 
darling boy into his wagon, Eliza will say her little prayer, 
and they will very soon be fast asleep. 

Children ! you don't know bow happy it makes Eliza'i father 
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and raotlier, to. see her so kind aoi! affuctionate to her little 
brother. The; liopo she will always be eo. They pray every 
(lay thnt God would give ber a Dew heart, and Willy too, and 
muba ihein both love ilie Savior while they are young, and 
then they will always love each other. Their parents oilen 
think, should Uod let these dear children live, how delightful 
it will t)e, in a few years more, to see them, hand in band, 
goin^ to the Infant School. 

Children ! ere ^oitr parents made happy in seeing you always 
kind and afiecEionate to your little brothers and HiBters ? Some 
children are unkind to each other, and quarrelsome ; but God 
will never love such children. 



Plana to lacr«a«e Ui* avmber of Sebolkra. 

The iuperintendent of the Sabbalh school in £— — , has 
adopted (he followiog plan to iocrease the numberof his school. 
On the Bahbath he appoints the childrtti or youth in two classea, 
to spend as much of the week as they can in looking up new 
Gcholars. On the next Sabbatb be goes to each clags and gets 
an account of each acholar'a succeea. Then, at the close of 
tha school, be reports the number of viails each class has 
made, the number of persons that promised to attend, and th« 
number of those then presenL He then appoints two more 
classea to pursue the same work. And his reporting the re- 
sults before the school produces, perhaps, a little anvlation 
between the two clasBei appointed to the work. If any 
scholar has been particularly successful, or has made a large 
number of visits, this ia mentioned in the report, but without 
giving the name of the successful or diligent scholar. 

The first two classes appointed to this work, this spring, 
made, during their weeki <ictjr-KE visita. These y'mtM, proba- 
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bly, were not made to so many difierent persons, but in many 
cases the same person was visited more than once. Of those 
visited, itoenhf-stven promised to attend, of whom twelve were 
present on the first Sabbath after they were invited. 

The members of the infant classes are all invited to get 
new scholars, and are promised a small card for every new 
scholar they bring into the school. These little ones go first 
to their dear parents, — ^if they are not already connected with 
the school, — and they secure the attendance of some wbom, 
probably, no one else could persuade to attend. 

As most of our schools reorganize in the spring, and adopt 
some plan to increase their number, we have published the 
above, with the hope that it may aid some in this work. 



Re-viTals In Sabbatb Sclfcoolt* 

" From the reports which have been received, it appears that 
the past year has been, one of more or less religious interest 
in many of our Sabbath schools. We have selected a few ex- 
amples, in addition to those given in the last two numbers of 
the Visiter. 

In West Brook/ieldf there has been a revival, in which tkirhf' 
tvjo members of the Sabbath school have shared. There has 
been, and now is, a good degree of interest manifested by the 
teachers and scholars, and the influence exerted on the entire 
population through this instrumentality, is very salutary and 
highly favorable to the cause of evangelical religion. 

Some 25 or 30 of the scholars of the Sabbath school con- 
nected with the Salishury and Am^hwry Second Society, from 
10 to 17 and 20 years of age, are now (the first of April) in- 
quiring what they must do to be saved, or are hoping in the 
mercy of God, 

During a recent revival in WdyUet^ two of the teachers 
of the common schools, who were also Sabtmth school 
teachers, asked the prayers of Christians for their scholars in 
the common school, and those in their respective classes. It 
is believed that every young person, who has given evidence 
of a change of heart, belonged to those two schools/ and all 
of one of the teachers^ Sabbath school classes, but one, give 

VOL. VII. 12* 
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evidence of piety. Fourteen scholars and three teachers in 
this school, are reported as hopefully converted. 

One teacher and eight scholars in the Sabbath school in 
Orleans, have become pious. One of these was converted in 
connection with the reading of one of the publications of the 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, entitled, *^ The Happy 
Merchant, or the power of Truth, illustrated in the last days 
of a young man." 

There has been and still is a pleasing work of grace going 
on in ^orth Wilhraham. The chUrch has been more than 
usually awake all the past winter ; but there were no conver- 
sions till about the first of March. Since that time there have 
been, it Xa hoped, twenty-five or more, ffleen of whom are 
connected with the Sabbath school. 

In the Sabbath school in Conuwty, twenty-five have been 
hopefully converted ; in the school in GiU^ twelve ; in that of 
Sovih Deetfiddf thirty-eight ; in that of Berlin^ seventeen. 
During the spring, revivals commenced with very great power 
in Yarmouth and South Dennis, in which the Sabbath schools 
have shared largely. 



Impei&itent Teaelierf. 

There are few situations in this life, more solemn and more 
interesting for a serious-minded but impenitent person, than 
to sit down before a company of children or youth, and 
attempt to teach them the way to heaven. The questions of 
the scholars, and the peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed, have been the means of leading many such teachers 
to the cross of Christ for pardon and salvation, and for divine 
teaching that they may understand how to teach others. 

Mr. B. was a teacher in the Sabbath school. He was upright 
and respected among men, but he had no hope in his Savior. 
One day he came to the superintendent, and wished to be 
excused from his labors as a teacher. The reason for this 
wish was asked. 

"O," said the teacher, «I want to leave—I ^o not feel com- 
petent for the work." 

^ Well," replied the superintendent, << wait till I can get one 
more competent." 
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Mr. R went and sat down and wept In a short time after 
this, he was hopefully converted. In describing his past feel* 
ings, he spoke of the great trouble he had with the questions 
of some of his scholars. All the permmal questions, too, in 
the book troubled him. His conscience gare him no peace, 
k till he found it in believing. It la now his belief that his pe- 
culiar situation as a teacher was the means of arresting his 
attention ; and that, had he not been connected with the Sab* 
bath school, he would not have been converted. 



The Old South, Salem Street, and Franklin Street churches^ 
emploj Dea. Thomas Thwing to perform missionary labors in 
that part of the city which lies north of Bedford and West 
streets. From his annual report for J 838^ the following items 
are gathered: 

During the year he made 3,200 visits to 770 different fomi- 
lies ; held 125 social meetings, besides 34 religious services on 
the Sabbath, at the Penitent Female's Refuge ; spent one Sab- 
bath at the House of Industry, one at the House of Aeforma- 
tion, and two at the Farm School ; and made frequent visits 
to the Marine Hospital, for the purpose of giving instruction ; 
besides attending the vestry meetings of the church, monthly 
concerts, and other meetings of a more general character. 
He also superintended the distribution of Tracts, in which 
105 visiters of several difierent denominations were employed, 
and by whom 56^000 tracts were distributed, — 25 Bibles and 4 
Testaments furnished to destitute fomilies, — 130 children 
gathered into Sabbath schools, and 20 into public schools $ — 
and 400 temperance pledges obtained. It is believed that 30 
individuals have been converted to God. Of the 770 families 
visited, 455 were connected with the various different denom- 
inations of Protestant Christians, some of whom belong to 
churches in the city, and others to churches in different parts 
•f the land ; but who were not in fiict under the watch of any 
churches ; and there were also about 40 families calling them- 
selves Catholics, and 275 fiimiiies not connected with any 
place of worship. A goodly number from these families are 
now members of evangelical churches. Among all these 
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ftmiliesy there were found 150 sick persons, about 40 of whom 
have died — some in the triumphs of faith ; and of those who 
recovered, numbers remain as living witnesses that the prayers 
and labors in their behalf, were not lost 

One case is mentioned to illustrate the influence of family 
visits^ especially among the afflicted. A woman was found 
sick of consumption, and in a most distressing condition, both 
on account of vnehtdneaB and poverty. Pecuniary assistance 
was procured, and efforts noade to benefit her soUl. In n few 
weeks, she became anxious to know what she must do to be 
saved.' After a while, she became calm, and appeared to enjoy 
the presence of the Savior. For several months before she 
died, there appeared to be evidence that she had been born 
4gain. In reference to this case, the missionary says, ^ My 
visits to her bedside were two or three times a week for more 
thftn a year, at which visits a trifle was frequently furnished 
for her temporal comfort And those labors and visits 1 shall 
always think of with great satisfaction." 

To show the importance of neighborhood meetings, one 
case is mentioned where a tract visiter procured a place for a 
meeting in the west part of the city. In the same house there 
was an infidel more than 80 years of age, who, when the 
meeting was first established, would not go Into the other room 
to attend it This man and his wife now hope that they have 
embraced the Savior; and they have united with an evangel- 
ical church ; and the little meetings are now held in his room. 
^ Several cases are mentioned in the report, whi<ih show the 
importance of this kind of missionary labor, and the beneficial 
effects of the monthly tract visitation. 

lu closing the report, it is said, ^If the widow's tears are 
wiped away, her orphan children made comfortable, and sur- 
rounded by gospel influence ; if the consolations of the gospel 
are carried to the sin-burdened soul just ready to launch 
away ; if the wayward, wandering sinner can be induced to 
go to the house of God, and there becomes wise unto salva- 
tion ; in short, if family circles are rtformed extemaUy, and, by 
the grace of God attending these efibrts, are transformed 
wUkinj so that they in their turn shall extend the influence, 
and thus contribute towards the conveHsion of the world, 
although the little which the missionary may have done shall 
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not be known on earth beyond the limited circle in which he 
moves, there is reason to believe that God approves^ and in 
ikU he finds a rich reward.'' 



THB lABBATR SCHOOL. 

^ It is like a stream which has no cataracts to astonish us 
with their magnificent thunder, but which winds along the 
tranquil valley asserting its existence only in the life and ver- 
dure which appear along its course.'^ 

KXLIOIOIf. 

Religion is a flower that continually expands ; it daily re- 
veals new beauties and discloses hitherto hidden sweets^ — Dr* 
Puffer. 

TBIVOS SAALY LXASKSO. 

^ The things which we have learned in our childhood, grow 
up with our souls, and unite themselves to it.** 



AIUeell«B«oiu (inesUo»s« 

How many sods and danghteKji bad Job ? 

Whose mother counselled him to do wickedly? What was ihtX 
mother's name ? Whose daughter was she ? 

Who went up amoantain barefooted and weeping ? What was the 
oocasion of his sorrow ? 

Who threw stones at his king ? How did this eondaot afieot the 
king ? Under what teverer trial was he then suffering ? 

What did the Lord threaten against those who had forgotten his law ? 

What is the beginning and what the value of wisdom ? 

What yoang man preferred wisdom to riohes ? Which did the Lord 
give him ? To what amoont ? 

What is the firtt eommandment with promise I What is the last 
commandment with promise ? 

What captive had the honor of sitting in the king's gate ? Why was 
SQch honor conferred npon him ? What three other captives were 
especially honored by a heathen king ? What was their character ? 
Does piety, then, — the wicked themselves being jadges, — increase or 
lessen a man's qaalifications for the various business of life ? 
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Hlfcode Island Sunday Scl&ool Union. 

From the foarteenth annual report of the Rhode Island Sunday 
School Union, we learn that the number of schools, of all denomina- 
tions, connected with that society, in actual opertftion during the whole 
or a part of the year, was about 190. Connected with these schools 
were not far from 12,000 scholars, — the same number as reported last 
year, — 1400 teachers, and from 20,000 to 25,000 volumes. Seventy- 
five teachers and two hundred and eighteen scholars were hopefully 
converted. Seven new schools were established in districts where 
none ever existed before, and five others, which had been closed for 
several years, were reopened. Among the scholars in one of the new 
schools, says the report, *<are eight young ladies who were able to 
read only in No. 1 , when we commenced ; they can now read the Tes- 
tament well. Neither hail, rain nor snow has prevented our meetings.'* 

Connected with the school in Apponaug, Warwick^yea teachers and 
five scholars became hopefully ptous,and others are serioos. *< It is a fact,*' 
says the report, *' worthy of notice,that during the revival which has recent- 
ly commenced in this place, many young persons under the age of eighteen 
years, have embraced the truth understandingly, as we have reason to 
believe. Of these persons, 1 do not recollect a single individual bnt 
who is now, or has been a member of this Sabbath school, or the one 
on the plain near this place. Bnt while these have seemed readily to 
embrace the truth, their associates, especially young mfiUf who have 
steadily and perseveringly refused to attend the Sabbath school, have 
looked on but to ridicule and scorn." 

A little girl, connected with the infant school of Zion Church, New- 
port, has been the means of persuading an aged relative to attend di- 
vine worship, and the truth preached has been blessed to the hopeful 
conversion of his soul. 



WILLIAM EDWARD G- 



In the report of the infant school connected with the Fourth Baptut 
Church, Providence, is an interesting account of William Edward 
G , one of the members of that department: 

"The little fellow is one of our most regular scholars, always in his 
seat, and that too in good season. He always has his lesson well com- 
mitted, and always appears interested. Last summer he expected to 
go to New York to spend a few weeks. The Sabbath before his in- 
tended departure, he came to the school bringing another little boy to 
take his place, as he said. This eubttUute proved to be a very regular 
and attentive scholar. William, however, did not go to New York, as 
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be expected, jpo that we have had him in the sehool the whole year, 
with, the exception of two Sabbaths, when he was kept at home with 
an hart in his foot And here again William's characteristic zeal dig- 
played itself. His foot having been injured so that he conld not wear 
his shoe, he staid at home as patiently as he could for two Sabbaths. 
When tbe third came, he fastened on his shoe as well as he was able, 
and hobbled along to Sabbath school, and took his accnstomed seat with 
an air of mnch satisfaction. One other incident respecting William, be- 
fore we dismiss him. The soperintendent of the in&nt department had 
been nrgmg npon the scholars to exert themsetres to bring in more 
scholars. Ever ready for any good work, be soon foand a little boy 
whodid not go to any Sabbath school, because his parents had not con- 
sented. William nndertook to obtain their consent, and so persevering- 
ly did be apply himself to the work, week after week, that they finally 
consented in Ulf-defenct; and the 9eal of William's missionary efibrts 
became one of onr most regular attendants, and a very good scholar." 
*<Two little girls, one aboat two years old, and the other not mnch 
older^ were desirous of attending our school, but the parents thinking 
them too young, did not feel willing to let them come. The children, 
however, were so importunate in tlieir requests, that the parents con- 
eluded to let them go once, thinking they would be satisfied with one 
▼jsit, and not want to go again. So far from this being the case, how- 
eyer, the children were so well pleased with their reception, that the 
parents were compelled by their solicitation, to let them continue, and 
tbciy were. as constant during the season, as the weather would permit. 
This is beginning eariyt but it is beginning well. Several of our chil- 
dren are known to begin as early as Thursday, to get their clothes, &c., 
ready for the Sabbath, leaving nothing by the way of preparation for 
the Sabbath, till the day comes. A profitable hint for many older 
persons." 



Notlees of "Sexr Publications by tbe Soeietjr. 

Htmits on Cards. Seventy-two cards with a hymn adapted to 
the young, and a picture on each. One cent a piece. Also in sheets 
at a less price.' 
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Famished for this work by Lowill MasoiTi Professor ia the 

Boston Academy of Mosie. 



HTM N. TlMy tell me that beyomd ik» seas. 




teH me that b&jond.the seas, In ?eiT distant hinds 
The peopk wo rsh ip i(iol4,stilU The work of haman hands. 



They never hear the Sayior^s name, Or of his ay-ing love ; They 



jgrnrrrrcr-niDTpiEg 




Oh what a wretched state is their*s ! 

How sad no tongae can say ! 
But am I wiser, let me ask, 

Or holier than they P 
Wliat is the nse of all I know 

Of Ood's most holy word, 
XJnleBs my heart is changed and brought 

To know and love the Lord. 
3 
If I delight in earthly things, 

Instead of Grod alone, 
I worship idols just as they 

Who bow to wood aud stone. 
Since, then, I am no better bom 

Than other sons of men, 
grant that by thy spirit. Lord, 

I may be born again. 



SABBATH SCHOOL VISITER. 



VobVn. JULY, 1839. No. 7. 



rOS THX OrXNINO or a BAMU^rn tCHOOL. 

We eoine with veice of song, 

Befbre thy presence, Lord ; 
Look on this youthful Sabbath throng, 

And teach us from thy word. 

As now the springing year 

Thou blessest with thy care, 
And flowers and tender herb appear, 

Let us thy mercy share. 

That, planted by thy hand. 

Watered and watched by love. 
Here to thy praise we long may stand, 

And praise thee more above. 

As rain or gentle dew. 

Thy Spirit's influence give; 
Through Jesus' name these souls renew, 
And cause the dead to live. 
Afoy, 1889. A. B. H. 

TOL. VII. 13 
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Vlte FoTOSt FloTpreri or, Mottres to Content* 

A FABLB. 

''What do I here?" exclaimed a pale-faced flower 
one day, after having been contrasting her own situation 
with others more favored. " Here I am, enclosed in 
this forest, surrounded so closely with shrubbery that 
the sun can hardly look through; one tall tree after 
another lifts its head above me, and spreading its long 
arms, waves in proud grandeur; while I, an humble, 
lowly flower, can hardly catch a glimpse of the blue sky, 
or inhale one zephyr which has not first swept the faces 
of my tall companions. Day afler day must I remain 
here, where no sound breaks the awful stillness, save 
the distant axe of the wood-cutter, the far ofi* dash of 
the waterfall, and the loud voices of the winds, as they 
haste in their circuits. Now and then a timid bird pours 
her little soul in song; but how seldom do I see the face 
of man ! 

" Indeed, what do I here? I must ever remain un- 
noticed, unpraised; I must ever be a pale, useless flower, 
if I stay here. This little plot is all I can call my own. 
I have no room to expand; no opportunity to display 
myself. Would I were on the banks of some noble 
stream, where I could be fanned with fresh breezes from 
its bosom; where I could enjoy the open sky and the 
full beam of the summer sun! Then could I smile all 
the day long, and behold my fair face in the mirror 
below; then should I be far happier than now. Or 
would that some florist would transplant me into his 
garden, and tender me the sympathies of humanity. I 
should certainly repay his care by my increased loveli- 
ness. I see not why I may not bloom as fair and hold 
as high a rank as many flowers already there. Indeed, 
lowly as I am, I do not think I should disgrace the 
flower-pot of the fairest maiden. All my neglect arises, 
doubtless, from my seclusion. Were I once carried 
from my native woods, and introduced into the society of 
popular flowers, my merits would be known and appre- 
ciated. Who can be content to move always in the aame 
humble sphere? I am tired of this confinement; tired 
of this solitude; tired of being so unknown, so useless." 
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Thus this lowly, though beautiful flower went on com- 
plaining, till discontent filled her bosom with sadness. 
Her beauty began to wither, and dark lines of care to 
settle on her fair forehead. The changed appearance of 
the flower attracted the attention of him who gave her 
existence, and understanding the cause, he administered 
the following salutary reproof: 

** Little flower of the forest, does not he who made 
thee know best where to place thee ? Does he not know 
what circumstances are best suited to thy nature ? He 
knew thou wert a frail, tender plant; therefore he shut 
thee up in the forest to screen thee from the keen winds 
of the open sky. He knew thy weakness ; therefore he 
hid thee from the hot ray of the sun. He knew also 
the danger of flattery; therefore he placed thee beyond 
its influence. It was all done in wisdom; then where- 
fore repine ? All done in love ; then wherefore be sad ? 
Say not the place is too strait for thee, but lift up thy 
head and rejoice. Thou canst even here be useful, be 
happy. Thou canst even here reflect the glory of thy 
Creator. All that he requires of thee thou art able here 
to do. Will not the consciousness of his approbation 
and smile be enough for thee? Wait then here in 
humble retirement, and bloom in thine own u upraised 
loveliness till he transplant thee to a wider sphere." 



APPLICATION. 



Are there any among my fair readers, who resemble 
the flower of the forest? Any who are saying, "The 
place is too strait for us; we love not the little spot 
where our foot abides. We love not the close pressure 
of these shrubs, nor the shadow of these tail trees. 
Would we were abroad in the world, by the clear 
streams of prosperity, or in some garden' of popular 
beauty. Then should we shine in all our loveliness. 
Sadness should no more come over our spirits, nor dis- 
appointment and care enter our hearts. We can do 
nothing here; our merit is hid» and we are doomed ' to 
blush unseen, to waste our sweetness on the desert 



air.'" 



Hush your complaints! There is one who knows your 
frame y who remembers you are but dust. He tempers 
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the wind to the Bhorn lamb, ike sunshine to the leader 
plmnt. Ton are jttfrt in the right spot, for infinite wis- 
dom has placed you there ;-^u8t in the right circum- 
stances, for infinite love has directed them, ^is God 
who has fixed the bounds of jour habitation, and marked 
all jour steps. Wish not, then, to set your foot in a 
larger place, but wait patiently for him in the path of 
humble, holy obedience^ and in the best time and best 
way he will remove you to a wider sphere, or transplant 
yvu to more congenial climes. A. M. 



AUXILIARY RELATION DISSOLVED. 

At the seventh annual meeting of the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Society, held in this city on Wednesday, May 29, 1839, 
the Board, by a committee, reoommeuded that the Society 
dissolve its auxiliary relation to the American Sunday School 
Union. This recommendation, afler a full discussion, was 
vnammoudy adopted. So that the Society is now in a con- 
dition to take an independent stand, and, without embarrass*- 
ment, extend its operations, and to give such a character to 
its efi^rts as the wants of the churches of our denomination 
demand. 

PUBLIC M^KTIKe. 

^e public meeting of the seventh anniversary of the Soci- 
ety was held on Thursday, May 30. The attendance was 
very large, and the exercises were listened to with much 
apparent interest Addresses were made by Rev. C. Blodo- 
ETT, of Pawtucket, Mr. Joseph Haven, of the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, Joel Giles, Esq., of Boston, and ReVi 
Calvin Hitchcoci^ of Randolph, on the following resolutions : 

Raaohed, That the reralti of Sabbath school faiatructioii are anffletent to en- 
courage and siutain teachers under the sacrifices and responsibilities of theur 
work. 

t 

Resolvedf That the young can do much for the world, 

JUaolved, That Sabbath schools, by early educating the conscience, ealarge 
and invigorate the moral capacities of society. 

Resolved, That, in all attempts to cultivate and save the human soul, due 
regard should be paid to the undeistaiidkig as weU as tlie heart. 



t 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT. 

RSTITAU. 

For several months preceding the last anniversary, it will 
be remembered, a large number of the schools connected with 
this Society enjoyed seasons of revival. The fruits of those 
revivals were very rich and abundant Similar seasons have 
also been enjoyed, to a considerable extent, during the last 
year, and especially for several months past. Twenty-eight 
schools report between ten and twenty scholars each, who have 
become hopefully pious during the year ; 'seven schools re- 
port between ttoeniy and tkirty^ each ; four schools between 
thirly andji/ty ; and five schools between Jifty and seventy. 

The whole number, — as reported by 148 schools, — who have 
become hopefully pious since the last report, is one hundred 
and five teachers, and om iJunuand three hundred and fifty nuie 
scholars. 

riJBLICATIOirt. 

The number of new publications issued by the Society since 
the last annual meeting, including the Infant Series of twenty- 
four small books, and seventy two cards, is one hundred and 
tkuiy; making the whole number of the Society's publications 
about three hundred and fifty-two. Of these, 203 are designed 
for Sabbath school libraries ; 17 for text-books ; 3 for Sabbath 
school singing; and the remainder are cards and Sabbath 
school requisites. 'ReXyf^en forty five and fifty new editions of 
former books have also been published the past year. Of 
these, several have been enlarged and improved. 

Many of the publications of this Society present, either di- 
rectly or incidentally, ail the important doctrines of the Bible, 
and explain them as they are generally understood by the 
evangelical Congregational churches in New England. This 
peculiar feature in these publications has procured for them 
great favor, and an extensive and increasing circulation in all 
parts of the country. 

jHie Question Books of the Society ,-:-altbough the first has 
been published only a few years, — are now used as text-books 
in more of the Congregational schools in this State than all the 
numerous other question books together. And their circula- 
tion has also become extensive in other States. 

VOL. vii. 13* 
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fForki an htfasU Baptism. — ^The aubject of infant baptism ia 
one which the Board regard with very deep interest And to 
give this subject the place aotiong the privileges and obligations 
of pious parents and of the churches, which its importance 
demands, is one object of the independent and distinct opera- 
tions of this Society, as a publishing institution. And were 
this the ordy object, every parent who has rightly understood 
apd felt the preciousness of that everlasting covenant, would 
bid this institution " God speed " in its labors. 

The Society has published ihret books on this subject ; viz., 
** Religious Exercises for Christian Families, on Infant Bap- 
tism,"—" The Baptized Child,"— and " My Baptism." 



DsrosiTosr. 
The total amount of the business of the Depository, since 
the last' annual meeting, has been about $22,000. 

COKTUBUTIORS VOS TBS WSfT AND tOUTB, &0. 

The schools connected with this Society have contributed, 
since its organization, for the purpose of sending its publica- 
tions to destitute schools at the West, and South, and foreign 
lands, over $4000. 

In addition to other happy influences which are resulting 
from these contributions, they are promoting kind, brotherly 
feelings and Christian reciprocity between the different sec- 
tions of the country^ 

Any instrumentality, that promises even a iendtncy to pro- 
mote such feelings between the different and remote portions 
of our beloved country, should be joyfully hailed by every 
patriot and Christian. That this system of Sabbath school 
contributions, here at the East, for the benefit of Sabbath 
schools in the distant parts of the land (though indeed a very 
humble and unobtrusive instrumentality), t9 exerting a favor- 
able influence on this subject, is quite certain. Every donation 
made by a school in Massachusetts, or in New England, to a 
school at the West or South, is regarded by the members of 
both schools as a pledge of Jriendsfdp, The correspondence, 
that has oflen followed such a donation, has exhibited a strong 
mutual interest between the members of the two schools. In 
one instance, the schools were regarded by each other as 
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nskr Sabbedh schools^ and as such tbey remembered each other 
in their prayers, on the Sabbath and at the concert It is true, 
this interest is among ckUdren and youth ; but how soon will 
they be upon the active stage of life, — filling all the places of 
trust and responsibility now occupied by their fathers ! And 
this early silken tie of friendship, that now binds these young 
hearts together, in many instances, will then have become a 
threefold cord, not easily broken. But this interest and attach- 
ment are not wnfiiud to the two schools that correspond with 
each other* Those members of our schools that engage in 
this work, do not limit their interest to those they have aided \ 
but they extend it to off the youth and children in tliose re- 
moter sections of our country. And, on the other hand, those 
who have received these tokens of friendship, begin to think 
and speak of eU eastern children and youth, with a sort of 
family interest and afiection such as they never felt before. 
Aiid, indeed, these feelings of interest extend to each others^ 
parents and friends, and even to the great body of the people 
where they reside. 

Every one, who has studied the strength and pernuinency 
of early impressions and attachments, cannot but see that this 
must have a powerful influence in promoting kindness of feel- 
ing' and Christian reciprocity, between these different sections 
of the country. And should most of our eastern and northern 
schools engage in this work, and extend these tokens of 
brotherly kindness and friendship widely over the West and 
the South, who can estimate the happy influence, on all the 
interests of our land, that will follow? 

This influence can probably be secured in no way so well 
as by the plan adopted hy the schools connected with this 
Society. Much of the interest that is awakened among our 
children and youth in their monthly contributions, and most of 
the interest awakened among them, in behalf of children and 
youth at the West and SouUi, results from having before the 
mind a definite object, — ^some |)ar/icu^ school or schools (of the 
very location and all the circumsta^nces of which they are 
soon afler to be informed)^ for whose benefit their charitiea 
are to be applied; and, also, fi*om the letters of heartfelt 
gratitude by which these donations are acknowledged. A 
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very large portion of this mutual interest between the schools 
in different sections of the country would never be felt, and, of 
course, a large proportion of the happy influence described 
above would be lost, were these contributions thrown into a 
general fund, to be appropriated for the promotion of Sabbath 
schools generally, with no correspondence between those who 
make and those who receive the donations. 

BUMMAKT. 

Returns have been received from 249 schools. Connected 
with these schools are 5,387 teachers and superintendents; 
43,960 scholars ; and 81,823 volumes in the libraries. The 
average attendance of scholars in 222 schools is 27,874 Add- 
ing to the above the reports made last year from 80 schools, 
from which no returns have been received the present year, 
and there are, connected with 329 schools, 6,673 teachers and 
superintendents, 54,596 scholars, and 99,490 volumes. One 
hundred eighty-seven schools report 9,338 scholars over 18 
years. One hundred and forty-eight schools report 105 teach- 
ers and 1,359 scholars who have become hopefully pious 
during the year. Of the scholars who have become pious in 
86 schools, 445 were baptized in infancy. Twenty-seven are 
reported as having commenced preparation for the gospel 
mtniscry the past year. Of the 249 schools from which re- 
turns have been received, 174 are reported as continuing 
through the winter; 103 hold teacher's meetings; 100 take 
collections for benevolent objects; and 150 observe the 
monthly concert Fifty-three juvenile benevolent societies are 
reported. Connected with 24 schools there is a juvenile tem- 
perance society, and many of the schools report that all their 
members are connected with the town or parish temperance 
society. Ninety-six maternal associations are reported in the 
societies with which the schools are connected. 



SacrUlce of Clirlft. 



" By him such a sacrifice for sin has been effected, as that, 
in the acceptance of the sinner, every attribute of the Divinity 
is exalted, and the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
though turned into a throne of grace, is still upheld in all its 
firmness and all its glory." — Ckidmers, 
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Vh.9 young PrUofter. 

While on a visit to mj native State, I had occasion 

to spend a few dajs in the city of H . I met in the 

street a clergyman whose name has long been identified 
with plans of usefulness. Afler exchanging salutations 
and inquiries on several topics, he said, with character- 
istic simplicity, '* Well, you will spend the Sabbath in 
the city; and you love to do good, so I will just put you 
in the way. I have a little congregation in the county 
jail which I usually address on Sabbath morning at 9 
o'clock. I am now suffering from a severe cold, and 
must leave them destitute to-morrow, unless you will go 
and speak to them. There, too, you will see the fruits 
of philanthropy in one of the best models of a county 
jail in the country." 

I consented to this arrangement, and on Sabbath 
morning presented his note to the assistant superintend- 
ent of the prison, and was introduced to the area of the 
prison, where the little company was in waiting. The 
superintendent soon joined us and united in the service. 
The prisoners were seated each on his little bench, and 
were arranged in two rows, at a distance of a few feet 
from each other, and with the utmost order and apparent 
attention listened to the services, which consisted in 
reading and expounding the Scriptures, and prayer. 

The court had just been in session, and had discharg- 
ed several ; so that there were less than twenty prisoners 
at this time; but there was nearly every variety of age 
and character which such a number could present. 
About one fourth were colored persons of different 
shades. Some were gray-headed, others were not 
grown to manhood. Some had features strongly marked 
with intelligence and capacity for deep design. The 
eyes of some were piercing and malicious. Others 
indicated imbecility and dulness, fitted only to be the 
dupes of persons more designing. During the services 
some exhibited considerable emotion, and others only a 
silent attention, while two or three appeared stupidly 
dull, as if very little intellect or feeling remained to 
them. But there was one countenance it is impossible 
to forget. It seems to be full and fresh before me, as I 
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write, at a distance of a hundred miles. The fair face 
of a child, with light hair and complexion and a keen 
piercing eye, was peeping out hy the shoulders of the 
large, rough looking man who occupied the bench 
before him, and, was fixed upon me during the entire 
service. 1 could hardly be reconciled to the idea that 
he was a prisoner. His head and features were finely 
formed, and his countenance indicated genius, intelli- 
gence and energy. 

Afler the services were closed, and we had retired to 
the sitting room, the superintendent gave me a view of 
the policy pursued in the institution, and the history of 
the youth who had interested me so much. ** Is it pos- 
sible," I inquired, *<that this little boy is imprisoned for 
crime?" ** Yes," he replied; "the act which he per- 
formed, in ordinary circumstances, would confine him 
for eight years in the state's prison. He is noV only 
about twelve years of age, and has been here about one 
year. He lived in the country, on a farm; and being a 
spirited boy, and passionate, he was not easily governed. 
His master punished him for some offence, and he de- 
termined on being revenged. To effect this object, he 
repeatedly set fire to the buildings, but was detected in 
season to defeat his purpose. He was, on account of 
his extreme youth, arraigned for a high misdemeanor, 
instead of the crime of arson, and sentenced to the 
county jail for a year, and to pay a fine, which he must 
work out in the prison. He will probably be released 
before a long time, as his deportment is yery correct 
here." He had been ungovemed and untaught He could 
not read when he came here; but he soon learned to 
read, and he manifests great fondness for his books. 
He is also very ingenious and active in his work, and is 
very obedient and affectionate. I know of no boy I 
would rather take as an apprentice. He works at shoe- 
making, and will sew and stitch upon fine shoes as hand- 
somely as any workman in H . With kind and 

proper treatment, he would become a very useful 
citizen." 

I could not doubt the accuracy of these statements 
and opinions, and was impressed with the changes which 
have been effected, within twelve or fifteen years, by the 
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labors of the Prison Discipline Society. Here was truly 
a model of a county jail, and its influence. How dif- 
ferent from what I had once witnessed in a jail in the 
same State ! Here the prisoners were lodged at night in 
separate cells, and all was order and neatness. They 
could have no intercourse except by permission of the 
keepers, and by day they had regular employment, and 
the influence of the prison is salutary and productive of 
reform. 

With peculiar vividness did these scenes revive one 
far different, which I had witnessed nearly twenty years 
before, which I will describe in my next. C. 



Pious Boy aad Itli 'vrlelced Bother. 

A father in N often rebuked his pious child 

for attending the Sabbath school concert; but the child 
could not refrain from going to the house of prayer. 
One evening, after having been to a concert, and being 
unusually strengthened and animated by the exercises, 
he' ventured to say a few words to his father on the im- 
portance of attending to the concerns of the soul, and 
of preparing himself to go into the presence of a holy 
God. His father instantly became furious, drove him 
to his bed-chamber, and threatened to chastise him, if 
he ever heard him speak again about prayer or religion. 
After the poor boy had reached the foot of his bed, he 
knelt down in prayer before God, with a cpntrite spirit 
and a heart burdened on account of his wicked father. 
His prayer was long and fervent, and so loud that his 
father heard it all. He could not withstand it. The 
tears gushed from his eyes, and he went to his broken- 
hearted boy, who was still pleading with the greatest 
importunity, and requested him to stop a moment, for 
he had a word to say, and then he would leave him. 
The boy accordingly stopped, and addressing his father, 
said, *' Father, you may chastise me, or do with me as 
you please, but do not neglect your own soul." His 
father assured him he would not chastise him; but he 
begged his forgiveness, and told him to persevere in the 
course he had takeni, and he should have his approbation 
and encouragement. That father's house was dedicated 
to God as a house of prayer. Ma»8. 8. 8, Report. 
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An B&aatple t^r KniltetlOA. 

A Christian brother, a year ago last autumn, request- 
ed that he might have a class. He was informed that 
there was no class destitute, and he was requested to 
collect one for himself. He soon commenced with two 
scholars. His class now numbers twenty; and three of 
those reported last year as converted were in his class. 
I mention this to show, the good effect of individual 
effort. 

WorceBter, Ist, — Mass. S. S. ReporL 



Tribute to a fiUtlftftal TeaelMr. 

One beloved teacher has been removed by death. 
We believe she has gone to the reward of the righteous. 
We think it is due to dtvine grace to state that she was 
an example of piety. Not only did she teach by precept, 
but by her example. - She was ever found, when not 
unavoidably otherwise engaged, ^t the teacher's meet- 
ing, and, indeed, all other meetings for the worship of 
God. She did not confine her labors for her pupils to 
the hour allotted to the school on the Sabbath, but she 
was in the habit of visiting her pupils at their homes, and 
frequently addressing them by notes, on the subject 
of their souls' salvation. In thus faithfully discharging 
her duties to her pupils, she. shared lalrgely in their 
affections, if we may judge by the many tears they shed 
the next Sabbath af^er her death, on their assembling 
together. 

We have had the privilege of being present at the 
examination of one of her pupils for admission to the 
church. She ascribed her conversion to the fidelity of 
her Sabbath school teacher. She stated that her teacher 
would not let her rest, if she would. O, how important 
that every Sabbath school teacher should be so intent 
on the conversion of their pupils, as not to let them rest 
while out of Christ! We cannot believe that our de- 
parted teacher regrets having done so much for her 
pupils. May God give us all grace to labor more 
efficiently in his service! Chrefion, — lb. 
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Since making out the report of our school, we liaTB 
beeji called to mourn the loss of our most devoted, 
efficient and beloved teacher, Dea. Phineas Chapin, at 
tfa^ age of nearly seventy years. The Sabbatli school 
shared largely in hts prayers and labors. He was one 
of the first who engaged in establishing our school, in 
1818, and from that time until arrested by disease, he 
was the superintendent of the school, or a teacher in it. 
Seldom has his place in the school been found vacant, 
when he was able to attend meeting; and as seldom, 
probably, was his clas9 forgotten in his devotions, either 
morning or evening. He is the first teacher that has 
ever died from our school, while engaged in it, since it 
was established in 1818. 

The promises to faithful parents have been abundantly 
ftalfilled to him, as the lives of eleven children, all now 
living, bear testimony; ten of whom are professedly 
pious, and nearly all of them are or have been actire 
and efficient teachers in Sabbath schools, and tract dis- 
tributors. The deep interest in the Sabbath school,, 
which he had manifested, continued to the last. He 
was noticed particularly on the last Sabbath he attended* 
school, — the third before the one on which he was- 
buried, — for the manifest interest and satisfaction he 
took in teaching his class. His death was such as might 
have been expected from his life. At his funeral, our 
pastor addressed a crowded audience, from the text, 
** Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord^ 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors, and their works do follow ihem, '* 

Uxbridgt.^Ib. 

A young lady came to reside here, about a year since,, 
who had been for eleven years either a Sabbath school- 
scholar, or teacher, in the place of her nativity. 
Through the instrumentality of instruction there receiv- 
ed, she became hopefully pious at the age of sixteen; 
but she was not allowed by her friends to make a public 
profession of religion. When she was eigbteoa she 

VOL. vii. 14. 
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felt herself at liberty to go where she could enjoy liberty 
of couscience. A few months ader coming here, she 
united with the church, and continued to adorn her 
profession till she died. On the second Sabbath in Feb- 
ruary last, she staid from church in the morning, to take 
care of a young child; her clothes took fire from a box 
stove, and she was burned so badly that she survived 
only thirty-six hours. She was not alarmed nor agitated 
in view of death, though it came in so sudden and ter- 
rific a manner. To one who ran to her help, and who 
exclaimed, on seeing her wounds, ''Poor girl!" slie 
said, '' I am not poor; I have a hope in Christ." 

To her physician she said, as he examined her pulse, 
''What should I do without a hope in Christ? Many 
defer repentance to a dying bed; but how can a sinner 
repent here?" 

She dictated a letter to her mother, in which sho said, 
"I seem suspended midway between heaven and earth; 
not 0N£ doubt, not one fear, obtrudes itself into my 
mind." She was a brand plucked from the fire, through 
the instrumentality of Sabbath schools. 

Westfield.-^Ib. 

Tlkovglftts *t tbe Omve of my only Sister* 

The scene is past ! Her heaven-born soul has fled, 

And dear Eliza slumbers with the dead! 

Her lovely form, locked fast in death's embrace, 

Has sought repose in this lone resting-place ; 

To slumber here until the rising dawn, 

The bright, the glorious resurrection morn. 

Then will it burst the confines of the tomb, 

And rise triumphant o'er its midnight gloom. 

Meanwhile, the sun will shine upon this grave, 

The flowers will bloom, the green grass sweetly wave ; 

The dews of heaven will on this turf be sbed, 

And wintry winds will whistle o'er her head. 

Yet will she heed them not ; the soul has fied, 

And nought but dust is slumbering in this bed. 

But whither gone ? Attending angels, where ? 

Tell, — ye who made this precious soul your care, — 
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Did ye not bear it on your airy wiogs 
Up to those holy courts, where Gabriel sings ? 
Does it not bow low at the Saviour's throne ? 
Cast at his sacred feet her golden crown ? 
Is not her bliss complete ? Will she not raise. 
Henceforth, the song of sweet, seraphic praise? 
Why should 1 then her early death deplore? 
Since her frail bark has landed on that shore. 
Where clouds of sorrow never more shall rise, 
' Nor teiiipests howl along the angry skies. 
Below is turmoil ; — but my sister dear. 
Thou art for ever freed from sin, from care. 
Thy work is done ; — thy home is with the blest 
Thou art, and shalt be, ever more, at rest. 
Then let me toil, and strive my heart to keep ; 
A little while — and I shall with thee sleep. 
A few short years — ^I shall behold thy face, 
And bind thy heart to mine in fond embrace. 
Then gently slumber in the peaceful tomb, 
And o'er thy head let flowerets sweetly bloom ; 
And let thy spirit onward wing its way. 
To find yet brighter scenes in endless day. 
And when my work is done, — my grief all o'er, 
ni join thee, dearest, on that blissful shore. Q. 



UselUneM «f tike |Soeie4jr*8 Boolcs In OUo* 

Within the last two yean, two large donationi of the Society's booki, 
by the oontribations of several of our tehoola, have been made to the 
** Sabbath School Teachers' Aasoeiation of the Western Reserve Col- 
lege," for the benefit of the schools nnder their instrnetion. That So* 
dety have recently forwarded fifteen dollars, eontribated in the college 
eommanity, for more books, and they have also eipressed a wish for 
another donation. Accordingly, a donation of 9S6,20 worth of books, 
— $26,20 from the Sabbath school in East Mtllbory, and $10,00 from 
the children of the Maternal Association in the first chnrch in Worces- 
ter, — has been sent 

Mr. Oliver N. Cbapin, Cor. Sec of the S. S. Teachers' Association, 
in ordering the books mentioned above, tbas speaks of the nsefolness 
of the Mass. S. S. Society's publications in that sectwn of our country: 



We have had satisfactory evidencie of iht useAilness 
of jour publications in our schools, the last two y^arS) 
in the increased interest and improvement which are 
manifest. A large portion of the members of our schools 
have very little reading but what is furnished them in 
this way. And as children and youth are generally 
fond of reading, our books are an important means of 
securing a full and constant attendance at the Sabbath 
school. The salutary influence which books of such a 
character exert on the minds of the youthful readers, 
is also an important auxiliary to the instructions of the 
Sabbath school. We have sometimes noticed a striking 
change in the appearance of the children of a Sabbath 
school, in a few weeks after furnishing the school with 
books. They come to the school with brighter coun- 
tenances, recite their lessons with more interest, appear 
to love and respect their teachers more, observe better 
order in school, and instruction seems to take hold of 
their minds and feelings more strongly. This efiect 
may be more manifest in these schools than it would be 
in schools where family libraries and family instruction 
are better enjoyed, than in most of the families from 
which our schools are collected. Without such an 
auxiliary. We should fear our labors would, in many 
cases, be almost in vain. With it we expect great and 
good results. 

You may be disposed to inquire, ''Have you had any 
revivals in any of your schools.^" When it is consid* 
ered that Sabbath schools have been so abundantly 
blessed, in other parts of the country, with the out- 
poQcings of the Spirit^ such an inquiry would very nat- 
urally and very properly arise. And we are sorry we 
cannot give a more favorable answer. But, though there 
has been no outpouring of the Spirit, as the immediate 
result of our labors, we believe much has been done to 
l^vance the glory of God, and hope that we may yet 
be permitted to reap a harvest of souls, if we faint not. 



'^Tlie testimony of our fallows will Aa little avail us in the 
^ay of Judgment, ss the help of our fellows will dvail tm \n 
the h^«r of clenthr^—rCMnWj 
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liCtter ttoin, Africa to « JnveAlle Society. 

Sir. A. BoixARo, Andover, June 7, 1839. 

Dear Brother,-— The Javen9e Society of the West ParUh have 
neently received a letter from Mr. James, a teacher in the missioa at 
Cipt Palmas. I send yon an extract for the yisiter.~-Yonrs, &c , 

W. GaiVJUEY. 

Fair Hope Mission Sution, Cape Palmas, West AfHca. 

To ihe dear yCuth of the Juvenile Society, West Parish, Andover, for 

the education of tu)0 Jifrican youth. 

Dear Young Friends, — It gives me unbounded 
pleasure to learn from the letter aodressed by your sec- 
retary to the Rev. Mr. Wilson, v/ith whom I am associ- 
ated, of the great interest the dear young ladies of 
Andover West Parish are taking in the education of the 
poor heathen children in Africa. It certainly encour- 
ages my heart very much to hear that even the youth 
are touched with a feeling of sympathy for the degraded 
heathen. I say degraded, and I may add, most awfully, 
wretched and miserable. *- * * The child, from its 
mother's arms, is taugbt to lie, swear and steal, and, in 
short, to do every thing that is shocking to a Christian 
youth, and more odious and abominable in the sight of 
God, 

How delightful is the thought to me, that so large a 
company of youth, in one single parish, are engaged in 
so good a cause as that which is designed to bless the 
poor heathen, by sending them the blessings of the 
gospel! Who knows how many of the poor African 
children will rise up in the day of judgment, and call 
the dear girls of Andover West Parish blessed, for tne* 
benevolent labors they have bestowed for their instruc- 
tion ! 

When 1 met our schoolboys this evening for prayers, 
I informed them of what you were doing for th^ifi, and 
the way in which you were doing it. They seemed 
much interested. But when I told them that you were 
a company of girls, of their own age, I supposed, their 
eyes glistened—- their countenances fully bespoke the 
joy that was in their hearts. One got up, and said, 
TfuU his heart close came into his mouth, h^ was so glad 
to hear that little people in Jimeriea care for Utem, tmd 

VOL. VII. 14* 
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wani to teach them book, tmd team AeiH ahoni Chd and 
Je$u8 Christ, I do not expect, said he, to get so much 
sense as an American man, but my heart glad for litth; so 
M ceen go and tell my cow^rymen about God, and teach 
them to read his book^ O, my heart thank them Utile ch^ 
dren toe much for this good thing they been do for toe. 

Theee remarks are from a aative boy that made a 
urofessioQ of religion about two years since, and who 
has faithfully adorned his profession with an exemplary 
Christian life, while ho has met with much opposition 
from some of his countrymen. # # # # 

A number of the boys say they will look their heads 
for something to put into a book to send to you, to let 
you know that they feel glad for what they hear you are 
doing for the people. The following is from a little boy 
about ten years old, that has recently, we trust, become 
U Christian: 

'* I am very much glad to hear that children in Amer* 
ic# be sorry for we African children. I thank God that 
God put it into their hearts to be sorry for we. I aoi 
▼ery much pleased to hear them say so. By-and-by I 
will send you some shell, if Father let me live, so you 
know we think about you. John H. B. Latrobb." 

Then follows another little letter: 

"Mt dear Girls, — I am very glad that you care for 
little boys and girls in Africa, and send them money to 
buy them fpod and cloth, and give them some one to 
teach them book and learn them about God. I love 
to* learn to read and write. My teacher learns me 
geography and arithmetic. Geography is a line study, 
because it tells me about other countries. Arithmetic 
tells me how to count. All this I thank good people in 
America for. Your humble servant, Samuel Botd." 

* * * ♦ I have requested the boys to 
procure some curiosities for you, which I will try to 
forward by the first opportunity. * * The articles 
•eat will consist of domostic utensils, ornaments for the 
neck, mrms, &c. * • * May the Lord be with, and 
greatly bless, those dear yonng ladies of Andover, that 
have engaged in so noble a work, and ultimately Imng 
then all into hb kingdom. The prayer of your friend^ 

B. R. Jambs. 
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lo "Adm AHm," a bantirDl ntih book pnblubad bf lbs H 
B0CNI7, M Um IbllOTring tcwM in ■ irBTO-jan); 




We next came to three littl« gnvflfl, pieced aide bj 
side. Mra. Allen drew her veil orer her Tace, and sim- 
ply directed mamma's attention towards ibem by her 
parasol, withuut speaking. A tear stood in Anne s eye 
— they were the graves of her three little brothers. 
Early had they beeu called to the world of spirits. Early 
had they tasted the joys of heaven. A while we lingered 
there, and gathered some flowers that grew beside the 
graves. Anne placed one in her mother's hand, and VB 
then directed our steps toward some newly dug earth, a 
little distance off. I noticed mamma and Mrs. Allen 
remained near that " cherished spot," as Anne called 
it, and that af^r we left they began to speak together. 
"Anew-made grave," said Anna; "whose can it be?" 
"I can tell ye, Miss Anne," and a man appeared in 
sight, from behind a tombstone, with a spade in fail hand. 
" Are jou Mr. Tilton? and whooe is this?" 
"Bless your heart, 'tis widder Jones's — she that's been 
sick so long; and I'm thinking she's not one who is 
sorry I'm digging it," replied the man. 

" No, she was a good woman, Mr. Tillen; she longed 
to die, and he with Jesus— dear old lady, is she gone? 
I wish I was as well prepared to die as she was, said 
Anne, seriously. 
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" If ye were, Mim Aane, — and I hope ye are, — may 
it be no lot of mine to dig your grave for ye;" and as 
the old man said this, he looked kindly upon the child, 
as if he thought one like her must be long spared to 
bless and beautify the village. 

** And would you not do that last office for me, Mr. 
Tilton?" 

'*God bless ye, my child, not me. I'll do any thing 
for ye, but not that. Many years for you. Miss Anne." 

'* My brothers died young; why may not Ir" We 
turned from the spot, but spoke not for some time. Anne 
seemed deep in thought. As we passed through the 
gate, to follow our parents home, I remember she said, 
•* I wonder whose grave will be next made." 

That was my first visit to the abodes of the dead. I 
have often pressed the turf of a grave-yard since; but 
that, my first visit, imprinted lessons upon my young 
spirit, which gave an important direction to the tone of 
my feelings and affections in afler life. 



Clfttldreit ean vnderttaiid tbe Doetrinetf. 

In one of our cities there is a girl about thirteen years of 
age, who, for several years, has been connected with a Sabbath 
school where all doctrinal and evangelical instruction is ex- 
cluded. The exercises consisted, — as we believe is the case 
in many of that class of schools, — ^in little more than moral 
lessons on natural history, and some of the outward virtues, — 
the most practical instruction being to tell the children they 
must be ^goodf* and to he good, means merely correct outward 
actions. 

Not long since, a city missionary called to visit this girl's 
sick mother. As he bad occasion to repeat his visits several 
times, he became acquainted with this youth and she became 
much interested in htm. On one of his visits, she told him 
** she wanted to go to a Sabbath school where she could hear 
somnthing about the BibUy — she bad got tired of hearing about 
birds and Jloioers and such things. This would do well enough 
for small children, but it would not do for her." 

The missionnry, before he lefl, asked her if she would like 
to attend their neighborhood meeting that evening ? they ex- 
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pected the Rev. Mr. ■ woukl preaclk She replied in the 
Affirmative and went. 

Mr. preached on the text, ** Blessed is the man to 

whom the Lord impa^th not iniqiiity.'' The sermon ^ave a 
very elear and lucid view of the otiject of Christ's death. 
This girl went home and gave her mother a full and minute 
account of the sermon. And she. told her mother that she 
never knew befbre, that the death of Christ had any thing t6 
do with her, — L €., she did not know that it had any per- 
tiealar connection with her happiness, or that it was a subject 
in which she shoold feel any special interest ** But now,* 
she said, <* I understand it exactly: God taku ike n^fM ngi of 
€Md on iht crosB and ids ihtm ogainM our sino/* 

How painful the thought, that there are multitodeB, of all 
ages, who are taught to regard the death of Christ ifierdly as 
the death of a martyr to the truth — os having no more eon* 
section with their salvation, than has the death of Stephen 
or of Paul! But the Bible teaches us that Christ died fir our 
dng, — ^that by bis stripes we are healed,-^that he is a propitia* 
tion for our sins, — a ransom for us. 

How plain that the great and glorious doctrine of the oAms- 
si0R<, — into which angels desire to look, — can be imderstood 
by children ! The other great doctrines of the Bible, toe, — 
depravity, the necessity of being bom again, justification by 
&itb, &C.,— can be presented so as to be undersieod by the 
yoong. 

This girl, by her own request, has recently been faketi iaie. 
a Bible class under the instruction of the wife of her friend, 
the missionary. And the interest with which she enters into 
the lessons, and the increasing seriousness with which she 
listens to instruction, encourage the hope that the sufferings- 
erf Christ on the cross will be set egaiost her sins, and she 
be enabled to rejoice in him as her Saviour. 



£very enjoyment of life has thi-ee distinct stages, — anticipa. 
tion — ^reality — and reminiscence ; and it is more difficult than 
ic first appears to be, to decide on the character, extent and 
value of each. Hope is the most extravagant and imaginative ; 
action, the most engrossing and tangible ; and memory, the 
iseiost calm, and durable, and sober; Mi$9 Purdoo* 
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Boolui of SletloA. 

The complaint is occasionally made, that some of the books 
in our Sabbath school libraries, are nothing hut JicUiiouagiorka* 
For the correctness of this complaint we cannot answer, only 
so far as our libraries have been replenished from the Depos- 
itory of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. 

That some of the earlier Sabbath school books were of the 
character complained of, there is probably but little doubt; 
and that the public press has been flooding the land with such 
books, is quite certain. Of making many such books, as welt 
as many good books, there is literally no end. And in this 
state of things, the. churches should fully understand the course 
pursued by this Society, respecting this matter. 

The Board do not, knowingly, allow any books o€ fiction to 
be sold at the Depository. All the books there kept for sale, 
--excepting the publications of the American Sunday School 
Union, — they mean to have carefully examined by one or more 
of their numbers; and for the good character of all, — except- 
ing those that bear the imprint of that Society, — they hold 
themselves, so far as the nature of the case will permit, re- 
ipontwlc* 

The Board mean to guard the doors of the Depository from 
the entrance, not only of every work that will be injurious in 
its influence on the young, but also of every book whose in- 
fluence on them will not be positively beneficial. 

As to the publication of books of fiction, the Board have, 
firom the first, taken a decided stand. In their third annual 
report, is the following distinct expression of their feelings on 
this subject: 

" As to books ofjidiony they should not once be named. The 
publications of the Society should be raised above all suspicion 
on this point The Board are feeling more and more solicitude 
relative to this subject. They believe a narrative may be 
founded on fad, and yet be as truly a romance as many of the 
acknowledged novels of the day. The charactera of a book, 
with only borrowed names, may be true ; yet, if the smaller 
incidents and the filling up are fancied, or colored and arranged 
to give interest and effect to a f^yf isolated facts, in themselves 
possessing only a common interest, the book, in its efiTect on 
the mind, is a novel. Of the publication of such books by this 
Society, the Managers utterly disapprove. Their influence, 
ultimately, must be injurious.** 
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The feelings of the Board, on this subject, remain unaltered. 
No book, purporting to contain a narrative offsets, is published 
by the Society, without the author's assurance that it is what 
it purports to be. 

So fiir, therefore, as the churches obtain their Sabbath 
school books from the Depository of the Society, they may 
rely on books that have been selected with care, and that are 
believed to be suitable for Sabbath school libraries. 



HotIe«s ot Vtrw Publications by tlie Boeletjr. 

AurazD MoifTKoia: ob, tri Wat I srodld oo. Specially dedicated to 
ywiUi. By J. W. Baticbs, author of ** The voice of a Friend : or, Toiitli In- 
•tmcted IhNn the Word of God." In nine parta, 153 pp. 

" The wiDff lakomld go! *' No aubject can be more important for a book for 
ttie yoan;. 

Alfred Montroee, when but a lad, one morning came to hie ptom mother, with 
the inqairy, " Mother, mother, which it the way I thould go ? can you tell me?** 
The object of this booli is to give the mother's answer to that important inquiry, 
and to describe the manner in which she led her darling son into the way he 
should go, and finally into the ministry, and into his present field of labor, as a 
miwionary of the croea. We are assured, in the advertisement, that this is not 
a book of imagination. ** The instructimis communicated," " and the result* 
arising from those instructions, were virtually such as are here detailed, although 
the process was," of course, ** somewhat slower than the events seem to indi- 
cate, when brought together within the compaas of a little volume." 

In describing to her child the way he should go, the mother directs his young 
mind to the AMe, — the great fountain of wisdom and light,— and, in a familiar 
and very instructive manner, explains the first and second commandments of 
the law, — love to Crod and love to oar neighbor,— on which hang all the other 
commands of the Bible. 

The ■Bvsi'TH r^BT consiata of the eleven fcdlowing Directions, explained and 
enforced, viz. : 

** 1. Learn to respect yourself. — S. Rise early.— 3. Cultivate habits of cleanli- 
ness. — 4. Cultivate a cheerftil disposition. — 5. Form economical plans. — 6. Seek 
to acquire a taste for reading and study, and especially for the reading and study 
of the Scripture. — 1» Set apart stated times for private reading, meditation, and 
IMHyer. — 8. Be upon your guard against temptations. — 9. Avoid the very ap" 
pearance of evil. — 10. Aim at the glory of God in all things. — 11. Live in the 
constant remembrance of death, and judgment, and eternity." 

The book is closed by a few brief remarks intended as an improvement of the 
narrative, addressed to children, parents, and teachers. No parent can read 
this book without deriving Important assistance in tlie performance of parental 
duty, and no child or youth can give it a serious, attentive and prayerful exam- 
ination, without obtaining a clear view of the way he should go,— the way of 
respectability and usefulness— the way of peace and salvation. 

New editions of the following books have also been published, viz., Hahhah 
SwAHTOiv, the Casco Captive ; Thb Cboabs or Lbbamoi« ; Astbonomt, or the 
peifectiona of God displayed in hia works. 
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iWOSMhod for t)iis vo?k by Lowkll Maacw, PiofeMor ift tl« 

BoBtoa Academy of Afwc* 




€hiI4^ Bfomiiig Hymiu 



^^j^H^ ^^^a^ig^feM 



mighty ! Th^ morauMr is tiune ; To praite aw 



^raiteaoda 
Glad voices aie wiikia^, In vale, iuD, and tree. To join mo ia 



,hm, 



^^p^^tfff^ 




ir^ 






dore thee, Be natare's and mine ; ) Thy lore boameoas giver Of 
raising A trihate to diee. ) 



^^^s^^^^ 




i^^S^ ^ES 



rTY fftf 



an I en - joy, Thy love shall for-er - er my praises employ. 



g^i^^^^^Htf^i 




For slamber refreshing, 
For safety in rest. 
For peace in my dwellingf 
And peace in my breast, 
For the pare light of heaven 
To gladaen my way j 
For new vigor given, 
To labor and pray ; 
For friends to caress me, 
The gifts of thy love, 
For ail things I bless thee^ 
O Father above. 
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HjBui for Towtti. 

Eccl. 19:1. 

Rebtember thy Creator now : 
Thus Heavenly Love, thus Wisdom calls ; 

Ere to decay thy strength shall bow, — 
Ere memory fails, and pleasure |>alls. 

Ere that fair form a wreck appear, 

And reason totters on her throne, 
Or slowly walks behind the bier 

Of her bright train of handmaids gone. 

Though now the golden bowl be filled 
With sparkling joy, up to the brim ; 

'Twill leave thee dregs of gall distilled, 
If so thy heart forgettest Him. 

But if, in thy glad early days, 
Tboii think on God, thy staff he'll be 

When thou shah walk o'er life's rough ways. 
When evil years shall come on thee. 

Remember him, before thou feel 
The dimness gathering on thine eye, 

Or, at life's fount, the broken wheel 
Give sudden token, thou must die. 

O, then, when weakened in thy way, . 

Thou on his love may'st sweetly rest, 
Till the soul burst her bands of clay, 

To meet his unveiled presence blest 
VOL. VII. 15 
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Tlie Toons Priioners. 

[COHCLUDSD.] 

About twelve miles from my birth-place lived a family 
of loose principles and practices. The children were 
growing up in vice, stimulated by parental example and 
influence. They had not long resided there before com- 
plaints were made that property was stolen from one and 
another in the neighborhood, and this family was sus- 
pected. The man and his sons had occasionally labored 
at my grandfather's, and I had thus become acquainted 
with them. In the course of the summer, a store was 
broken open, and goods to a considerable amount were 
stolen. They were soon discovered, and James, the 
third son in this family, a lad of only 13, was proved to be 
the daring leader in this enterprise. He was shut up in 
jail with another boy whom he had led away and ensnared. 
James was a rough boy, and even older boys were afraid 
of him. He could neither read nor write; but he had wit 
for mischief, and hardihood for perpetrating any wick- 
edness. A little before his imprisonment, an old negro 
man, who had some mixture of Indian blood, had been 
committed to the same jail on the charge of murder. I 
had seen him often, for he had been with his wife, a 
strolling basket-maker; and at my grandfather's house, 
where he was sometimes employed, I had been obliged 
to draw cider for them more frequently than seemed 
proper, even in those cider-drinking days. 

Somewhere in the region, when both had become 
drunk with cider, a quarrel arose, and he being the 
stronger, or the less drunk, inflicted the fatal wound. My 
first and only visit to that county jail was after the sen- 
tence of death had been pronounced upon this criminal, 
and he was to be executed in a few days. I gained per- 
mission to enter and see a man under sentence of death, 
— one for whom I had often drawn cider, and who had 
killed his wife under the influence of cider. I was but 
a boy, and I entered somewhat fearfully, for it was a 
gloomy place, aside from thoughts of murder, and of 
death by the sentence of law. The grated windows 
were rather small, and the light just strong enough to 
give a sombre appearance to the whole interior, and to 
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give the worst possible expression to the humaa coun- 
tenance. The old man knew me, and looked sorrowful. 
His arms were manacled, and a large chain was fastened 
to his ankle and to a large ring in the middle of the room, 
which would let him go nearly to the walls. The smell 
of the prison was very offensive, and the nest of straw, 
which was his bed, seemed more fit for the sty than the 
jail. At the opposite side of the room was a ragged, 
filthy-looking lad, chained to the same ring, and mana* 
cled in much the same way. 

I soon discovered that it was James, He was chained 
with a murderer, and compelled to nestle at night in the 
same dirty heap of straw. The effect on my feelings 
was overwhelming, and I soon hastened away. The day 
of execution soon arrived, and many thousand spectators 
assembled, and the day was a scene of drinking, horse- 
racing and fighting. James was sentenced to serve for a 
time in the State prison, — the old '* Newgate " at Sims- 
bury, and there, in promiscuous intercourse with harden- 
ed and desperate offenders, he completed his education 
in crime, which had been commenced in the family, and 
came out a finished desperado, prepared for vilfany of 
the deepest dye. Had the presiding genius of the prison 
discipline reform been on the stage a generation earlier, 
the voice of instruction and kindness might possibly have 
reached and saved the desperate James. He had no 
father's counsel or mother's prayers to save him, and a 
Sabbath school he had never entered. His name has 
probably perished, or is recorded only in the annals of 
infamy and crime. C. 



Oirlfl at tb« Sandwicli IsliUidfl. 

On returning from a short walk to-day, I found a poor 
little girl at the door of my study, waiting for my return. 
She was accompanied by a friend, who said to me, "I 
have brought this little girl, who wishes to enter the 
school." And what reply do you think 1 made? I am 
grieved to tell you. But I could do no better. I said, 
* We cannot admit her. — We are full.' So she has gono 
back to Hamakua, where there is no good school, and 
where she will probably live in darkness all her days. 
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Do you ask, why we did not open our door to the little 
stranger, take her in, and train her up for God and 
heaven? Gladly would we do so, not only in the case, 
of this little one, but in the case of many such. But who 
will sustain them — pay for (heir food and clothes? We 
have already 50 smiling children, almost literally snatched 
from the sloughs of pollution. To support these, at 20 
dollars each, would require 1,000 dollars, and we are 
allowed only 650 for the year! What shall we do? God 
is greatly blessing us. Two weeks since we admitted 
four more of the children to the church, making in all 
sixteen; and we have hope that two^ more are pious. 
They are all docile and happy, are making commen- 
dable progress in their studied, and are learning to 
sew, braid, quilt, knit and spin. Who will not rejoice 
in the improvement of these dear children ? Who will 
not rejoice to know that hundreds of the children of 
Hawaii are thus training? Who would refuse to aid in 
this good work of redeeming from darkness and pollution 
the immortal mind, and saving from endless wo the un- 
dying spirits of the millions of heathen who now press the 
road to death ? Who of the readers of the Visiter will 
r6^/aHf^ contributes at least a mite, to send salvation to 
the ends of the earth? Your affectionate friend, 

J. S. Green. 

mtUmku, Mmd, StmdmUh Maude Central Female Seminary, JV<w. 14, 1838. 



Avrtul CoMflequenoes of DUobedlence* 

Died in Woburn, May 29th, William Wheat, aged 14. 
The circumstances connected with the death of this youth 
are too affecting to be suppressed. He came to his un- 
timely end by the explosion of a gun-barrel, with which 
he had been repecUedly commanded not to meddle. Con- 
trary to orders, he loaded the gun and applied a lucifer 
match, to fire off his *' cannon," as he called it, — but it 
hurst and killed him instantly. 

Although this accident happened within a few rods of 
the house where the boy resided, his body was not dis- 
covered until the third day afler his death. When found, 
his head was shockingly mangled, a piece of the gun- 
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barrel having penetrated his brain. The last Sabbath 
but two before his death, he deserted the Sabbath school, 
and went to a public house. The next Sabbath, his 
teacher reminded him of the impropriety of his conduct. 
He was very angry, and declared it was the last time he 
would ever enter the Sabbath school. He was taken at 
his word ; for although he was at the house of God the 
Sabbath before his death, he did not go into the Sabbath 
school. The Wednesday following, he was thus sudden- 
ly launched into the eternal world, — an awful warning to 
disobedient children and to Sabbath breakers. — Jlfercon- 
tile Journal. 



Hamcoclc SablmUi Scltool. 

The following letter, from the soperintendent of the Sabbath school 
in Hancock, N. H., contains several things worthy of pablication. 

SCHOLARS* ATTACHMElfT TO THKIR TEACHKRS. 

Mr. Bullarp, — ^Dear Sir, — One year ago, a large 
proportion of the members of our school formed them- 
selves into an association, pledging themselves to attend 
the Sabbath school concert, whenever circumstances 
would permit, and to contribute each one cent, at every 
monthly meeting, for some benevolent object which was 
to be designated at the close of the year. 

The year has now closed. The school has often been 
deeply interested when listening to facts and anecdotes 
from the Visiter. I have found no other periodical of its 
size containing so many valuable suggestions and inter- 
esting illustrations. And the members of the school, — 
grateful to their teachers for the past instructions they 
have communicated, and anxious to increase their inter- 
est and their means of usefulness in the school, — have 
voted to appropriate their monthly contributions in pro- 
curing twenty-two copies of the Sabbath School Visiter, 
and to present each teacher with a copy! And you will 
please direct the Visiter to the following persons. * * 

RKVIVAI< IN THE SCHOOL. 

You will doubtless be pleased to learn that the past 
summer was one of unusual interest in our school; and 

VOL. VII. 15* 
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that the influence of the scenes there witnessed is still 
powerfully felt by many a teacher and many a scholar. 
From twenty to twenty-five were hopefully converted. In 
connection with this fact, the following circumstances 
may be interesting. 

Besides attending the weekly teachers' meeting, many 
of the teachers were in the habit of meeting their classes 
each week at their rooms. All the teachers and many 
of the scholars set apart fifteen minutes each day to be 
observed in concert as sacred to prayer for the Sabbath 
school. 

In some districts of the town, the children have been in 
the habit of holding prayer-meetings by themselves. * * 

An aged man, who had neglected the Sabbath, and 
was heedless about religion, as he awoke one morning, 
heard the voice of some one apparently engaged in ear- 
nest prayer. He listened: and it was his grand-daughter, 
— a member of the Sabbath school, — praying that God 
would convert her beloved grandfather. I hardly need 
add that it led him to reflection. * * * 



MUeellaiieoiui ^uestioiui. 

What does the Bible call a schoolmaster? 
Who was a great hunter? 

What evidence is there that Obadiah was pioiis when jonag? 
What reason to suppose that David's mother was pious? 
Which commandment was the means of Paul's conversion? 
What king was diseased in his feet? From whom did he seek help? 
Who was made lame bj a fall? How old was he when he fell? 
What king was *< sick unto death " with a boil? Did he die of that 
sickness? How was he cured? 

What king was hurt by a fall through the lattice of his chamber? 
Where was Moses buried? What evidence that he went to heaven? 
Whose dying prayer, like the Saviour's, was for his enemies? 
What captain was slain by a woman? How did she slay him? 
Who was aianner? What apostle once lodged with him? 
What benevolent woman was raised from the dead by a miracle? 
Of whom is>it said, ** She hath done what she could?" 
What is called a crooked serpent? 
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God blesses tbose urbo bonor Ids "Word. 

Rev. a. Bullard, — Our Sabbath school and indeed 
our church are of about medium size for a country town; 
but during the year past, additions have been made to 
both. Parents and professors of religion, who before 
stood aloof, are now numbered among our constant stu- 
dents of the Word of Life, in the Sabbath school. So 
that a better influence is now exerted, by those whose 
example, at least, has heretofore been against us. God 
has blessed us beyond our hopes. Since January, 1838, 
eighteen have publicly professed their faith in Christ. 
Of these, fourteen were, at the time, members of the 
Sabbath school, and the other four had been at a former 
period. All now are members. 

This fact affords strong evidence that God regards 
those who diligently study his word, with more special 
favor than he does those who neglect it. Not one in 
our Society, to my knowledge, has been conveited, the 
past year, who was not, or who had not been, a member 
of the Sabbath school. 

Reader, are you a member of the Sabbath school? 

Sullivan. 



SpealUnf; the Truth In I<OTe. 

In the last nomber of the American Quarterly Register is an article 
from the pen of Rev. Edward W. Hooker, or Benninfrton, Vt, on 
*< Love, as an Element in Ministerial Character." The followiog panir 
graph 19 not lem appropriate to the Sabbath school teacher than to the 
minister of the gospel. 

He must ''speak the truth in love." And he may de- 
pend with entire confidence on this, as giving the best 
kind of earnestness and the most overpowering force to 
his reasonings with them. In his most plain, pointed, 
solemn and rousing addresses, it must be evident, that 
like the faithful and affectionate physician administering 
bitter medicines, he does it from an anxious desire to 
reach the evils which need cure, and to deliver their 
souls from eternal death. There is not a message of 
God to the sinner, in all the Bible, which he cannot so 
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deliver that any uncoaverted man shall be constrained 
tQ say, " in love to my soul he has spoken it." In his 
most close dealing with the consciences of sinners for 
their conviction, he must make it unquestionable by his 
whole manner, that love moves him to it. The skilful 
surgeon probes the wound of the suffering man with an 
unshrinking hand; and the present sensations he creates 
are those of torture; but who questions his humane dis- 
position, and his earnest desire to heal? So, while the 
true minister of Christ probes to their inmost the con- 
sciences of sinners, he should give them occasion to feel 
that as he loves their souls, he cannot but be faithful. 
In appealing to their fears, he is to be like the man who 
arouses his neighbor at midnight, because the flames are 
kindled in his dwelling, and his life is at hazard; and 
because silence would be murderous cruelty. In deal- 
ing with men's excuses, cavils, prejudices and unbelief, 
it will be natural for a minister whose soul is warmed 
with love, to wrest out of their hands every excuse, to 
expose the fallacy of their false reasonings; to put to 
shame their prejudices, and to make them feel desolate, 
helpless and hopeless in themselves; and to do all in 
such a manner that they shall acknowledge love to be 
at the foundation. In appealing to the hopes of dying 
men, by the invitations and proSers of the gospel, even 
a spark of the love of God in a minister's soul will glow 
and increase into a flame. In all to be done for souls, 
love should be the beginning and the ending; the mighty, 
irresistible current which shall bear on the ambassador 
for Christ. 



Items flrona tbe Report* 

A TEACHER OF THE RIGHT STAMP. 

Boston, Mason street. — Mr. , in speaking of some 

hopeful appearances in a member of his class, said, *' I 
shall not fail to bear him upon my mind in prayer, in an 
especial manner," and added, — *'If I can be instru- 
mental in saving but a single soul from ruin, and pre- 
paring it for heaven, how abundantly am I rewarded for 
all the toil and effort 1 may make in such an enterprise!" 
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LOST AUTHO&ITT. 

Boston, Pine street. — I heard with much surprise and 
regret, the remark of the father of a boy who had ab- 
sented himself from our school. He said, ** He could not 
persuade his son to return!*' He had apparently lost all 
authority over him, and left him to act as he chose, not- 
withstanding the boy was only about fourteen years of 
age. I tremble for that father, and for that child. 

A MESSAOX FROM A DKATH-BED. 

A scholar in Edgartown, became hopefully pious upon 
a sick-bed. She requested the pastor to say to the Sab- 
bath school scholars, — '* Do not put off repentance, as I 
ha?e done, to a dying-bed; for it is an awful thing to 
have this work to do when you are so distressed in body 
that you have no time to think, and are so distressed in 
mind as hardly to know what to do!" She also said to 
her impenitent parents, '*Do not weep for me. I shall 
soon be with my blessed Jesus." She continued to warn 
sinners as long as she could speak, ''and we trust," says 
the superintendent, '' slept sweetly in Jesus Christ." 



Sa1>bath Schools and the Clinreh. 

Were all parents, guardians and teachers pious, and 
were they also faithful, in conducting the religious edu- 
cation of the young. Sabbath schools might never have 
been known. They are, it is true, a powerful auxilittry 
to the faithful parent; but it was the wants of the parent- 
less, and those who had none to care for their souls, 
that called them into existence. They have now been 
in operation more than half a century ; they have been 
thoroughly tested; their original plan has been greatly 
extended and improved, till now they offer their bless- 
ings to all classes and ages in the community. And the 
providence of God, in a voice, clear, intelligible and oft- 
repeated, — yea, in a voice like that of many waters, — 
has been proclaiming them to be an approved means or 
grace: and thousands on earth and thousands in heaven 
are rejoicing over them as the instruments of their sal- 
vation. Sabbath schools, then, have become an institu- 
tion of peculiar importance to the church, — an auxiliary 
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to her ministry and to all her labors for the promotion 
of her own protfiperity and the redemption of the world. 
What church, then, if she consult her own interests, or 
the good of others, can withhold from her Sabbath 
school, — her own nursery, — ^her watchful care and en- 
couragement? What are our churches doing for the 
religious instruction of the young, and especially for the 
children of the church, except what they are doing di- 
rectly or indirectly, through this institution? 

Sabbath schools, then, should be regarded as an insti- 
tution of the church. The responsibility of seeing them 
sustained and made what they might and ought to be- 
come, — a powerful auxiliary in promoting the salvation of 
men and in promoting every other good object, — should 
rest upon the church. Sjie is responsible for the right 
education of her own children, and, as far as circum- 
stances will allow, the right education of the young 
around her; and God has kindly raised up an institution 
well adapted to facilitate all her labors. And this institu- 
tion she ought to sustain. — Report of Mass. 8, S, Society. 



Tlie Tonns ean do mneli for tike IVorld* 

Mr. Haven, of the Theological Seminary at Andover, 
in illustrating the above sentiment, at the annual meeting 
of the Mass. S. S. Society, remarked, There are two ways 
of doing things. You may lifl a stpne by main strength, 
or you may put a lever under it and stand a great way 
off. A little weight at the end of the lever will lifl a 
very large stone. And he went on to tell how they might 
do good to distant parts of the world, by doing a little 
here at home. Who cannot save one cent a week ? 
Yet that cent, put into the hands of the Tract Society, 
will send a tract to the foreign missionary, who will put 
it into the hands of the heathen, where it will go from 
one to another, enlightening many minds; and a great 
many men are employed in making the paper and print- 
ing the tract, and building the ship, and sailing it over 
the ocean, all for one cent. But, in a year, this would 
amount to fiflty cents, which will send a Bible to the 
heathen, which may go on doing good, while you are 
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sleeping in the grave. Are there 100 or 200 young 
people inthid congregation? And do you wish to know 
how much they all can do? Multiply all this by 100 or 
200; for the history of one tract and of one Bible is the 
history of all. 

He proceeded, also, to show what great things little 
beings can do, by reference to the coral insects, who, 
though too small to be seen by the naked eye, build 
islands in the ocean; and from the little acorns from 
which the tall oaks grow; and he concluded as follows: 
"Not only can the young do much, but they will do 
much. I look onward .to the state of things fif^y years to 
come, when they shall gather in other walls, to celebrate 
this anniversary. You and I will not be there. Some 
venerable form will fill that chair, and some who have 
grown old in the service of God will be sitting around, — 
not those to whom I speak, but those to whom I have 
been speaking. They will come to 611 your seats, when 
you will be gone to sit down with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Fifty years hence, most of this youthful band 
will have passed away. Yonder little boy, with trem- 
bling hands and silvery locks, may be administering the 
emblems of redeeming love to a little flock which he 
has gathered in China; that one may have found a grave 
in the Pacific, and that one upon the Rocky Mountains; 
and he (pointing to another) shall have lain him down 
in India; and he shall have stood where Uhe tribes 
went up;' and she shall have found a grave beside the 
ashes of Ann Hazeltine Judson.'^ N. 



Self«I«ove» 



Self-love, it has been beautifully said, is in the heart 
like a spring of water in some subterraneous cavern, 
which refreshes no living thing; there is no vegetation 
on its border, the sunbeam communicates to it neither 
warmth nor brilliance, it lies cold and desolate in its 
bed of flint; but the kind affections of the heart pour 
themselves on our kindred and neighbors, like streams 
in the valleys, blestand blessing io all their course. 

Dr. Belfrage. 
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ThiAift to RemMnber. 

The following notes were (bond in the pocket-book of a yovng lady 
after her decease. 

** k FEW THIHOt WHICH I DSIIftl COHITAKTLT TO mXMXMBSft." 

1 . That it is the object of my ]ife to prepare my soul 
for the enjoyments of heaven, and do all in my powor to 
assist my fellow-creatures in attaining the same end. 

2. That the eye of my God is continually upon me. 

3. That I must keep a constant watch upon my 
thoughts, words and actions, and hourly carry on the 
work of self-examination. 

4. Let the love of my Saviour, for what he has done 
for me, be the predominant emotion of my soul. 

5. Let the example of purity and holiness, which Jesus 
has given, us in his life, be my standard of virtue, and 
let this be the object upon which my mental eye is con- 
tinually fixed. 

6. Let me ever be striving to increase my stock of 
'religious knowledge. 

7. Let me ever remember, that prayer is. the most 
solemn act in which I can be engaged, and never let roe 
enter upon it with levity, or without preparation. 

8. When I read the Bible, let it be as 1 would read a 
message directly from the Most High. 



Tbe Family Circle* 

''If there be a single place where the curse of the Ml 
suspends its dominion for a brief season, it is in the well- 
regulated family circle. There the wearied frame and 
mind relax amid the pure exhibitions of friendship and 
lov«. There no enemy lurks to injure. Indiscretion 
stands aloof; the tongue of slander is silent; the anxieties 
of gain and the competitions of business are led behind, 
and the comforts of life are enjoyed without their stings. 

Yet, even here, death and sorrow may enter, and sin, 
a greater spoiler than either. It is highly necessary 
to fence around this enclosure of happiness, by daily 
supplications to Almighty Grace to preserve and purify 
a source of delight, which human nature so much needs 
in this wilderness world." 
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Is Jesnfl deadt 

A Christian mother, who had met with many be- 
reavements and sore afflictions, was in the habit of con- 
soling herself in such seasons by saying — "Jesus lives." 
Her little daughter, one day, seeing her cast down and 
desponding, said; 

**What is the matter, mother; is Jesus dead?*' 
How many professing Christians, by indulging in- 
ordinate grief, on account of worldly losses, convey to 
the world the idea that they have lost their all ! J. 



Infknt BaptUiA. 

At the recent meeting of the General Conference of Maine, the Rev. 
Mr. Chickering, of Portland, chairman of a committee appointed by the 
Conference last year, made a report on the subject of infant baptism. 
No portion of the delightfal exercises of the Conference seemed to have 
a more sabdaing, absorbing influence, than those connected with this 
subject. Rev. Mr. Condit, of Portland, followed the report with mter- 
esting remarks, showing the practical bearings of this subject. A brief 
sketch of these remarks we here copy from the Christian Mirror: 

We have not, he said, yet begun to estimate as we ought the 
blessings promised in the everlasting covenant of the God of 
Abraham. This ordinance has not grown old or common. 
Those who have gray hairs will tell you it is still to them a 
very precious and solemn rite. All ages in our congregations 
turn and look upon it with an expression of tender interest. 
It will never grow old, or wear ouL 

The names of father, mother, child, are invested with a 
peculiar charm, in view of this seal of the covenant. It con- 
secrates this endeared relation as the channel of the most 
precious blessings. What a wise and gracious providence is 
this for the transmission of tlie mercies of Heaven ! is it not 
wonderful that there are any Christian parents who neglect 
this interesting sacrament? It was no very doubtful language 
vrhich our Saviour uttered as a warrant and encouragement, 
^ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." In reference to those 
words, the excellent Baxter said, ^ For ray part, seeing Christ 
haa given so full a discovery of bis will on this point, I will 
boldly venture to follow bis rule, and had rather answer him, 
upon his own encouragement, for admitting a hundred infants 
into his church, than answer for keeping out one." 

VOL. VII. 16 
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Mr. C. proceeded to speak of the blessing with which God 
had crowned the faithful observance of the ordinance of infant 
baptism. The history of many pious households might be 
given illustrating this point. He mentioned the following fact 
As be called, wheii on a journey, at the house of a clergyman, 
the aged father of the minister came to the door in the stage, 
about the same time. He manifested great pleasure as he was 
presented with a grandchild whom he had never seen. But 
turning, with tender tones, he said, * My son, have you given that 
child to the Lord ?' He then told the speaker, that he was 
grieved at the neglect of infant dedication, that God had blessed 
It in his own household. He had four sons, and they were all 
preachers of the gospel. 

The thought was then suggested, that attention to this ordi- 
nance is adapted to awaken and keep alive a sense of parental 
responsibility. God saw that parents needed it Hence he 
gave them a privilege, a duty, and a help, all iu one. Those 
who bring their children to the altar of consecration are more 
likely to do all the work of parents more faithfully, — to watch 
over them in life with deep solicitude. It is thus related to 
the whole work of training children for heaven. When we 
have embraced, by faith, the covenant in their behalf, how can 
we neglect the education of their souls? In thousands of in- 
stances, the thought, *I have dedicated that child to God,' has 
made the parent strong in faith and devoted in duty. 

Especially it ought to be noticed, that the children of the 
baptismal covenant are the children of prayer. Prayer for 
their salvation will be connected with it Mr.C. related the fol- 
lowing circumstances as known to himself. About twenty-five 
years ago, there was formed a little circle of praying mothers, 
who, having consecrated their children to God, determined to 
meet on every Wednesday aflernoon to pray for their conver- 
sion. Many things connected with the histoi*y of that meeting 
illustrate the faithfulness of God, and the worth of prayer, but 
it is sufficient to say, that several of the sons of those mothers 
are now in the ministry. There are two of them now settled 
pastors in Maine, one in Massachusetts, two iu the State of 
New York, one in Pennsylvania, and one in Kentucky. 

Mr. C. then urged household consecration, by the solemnity 
of covenant vows, the value of the soul, and the fearful account 
of the judgment day. When God shall then ask the un&ilhful 
parent, * Where is the flock that was given thee, the beautiful 
flock?' what will he answer? And how will the child stand 
at the bar of God, who has been baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but has trampled on tlie covenant 
and despised the ways of the Lord ? 



ABBtTB SCHOOL 




Quebec, litualed on Cape Diamond, eeems deeigned by na- 
ture for a fortress. Every view of it is bold and raagnificeat, 
and ezcilee sublime eoiotione. It is divided into the upper sod 
lower city ; ibe latter ie built at the water's edge, the fortner on 
the fortress more than 340 feet sbove it On the north bank of 
tbe St. Lawrence, are the plains of Abrabsni, irhere General 
Wolfe was slain. The four towers, — called Marteilo Towers, 
— that stand for the defence of these plains, are the first that 
meet tbe eye of the traveler as he descends tbe river from 
Montreal. These towers, about 40 feet high, are round and 
built of stone, and are very strong, except the side opposite the 
town. Tbia side is made so that if an enemy should ever gain 
tfaem, tbey could be destroyed by the cannon from the city. 

The upper town is entirely surrounded by an almost im- 
penetrable stone wall, fiily feet thick and nearly tbe same in 
faeighL A deep ditcb is dug directly beneath it, iben another 
wall ie raised and another ditch. It is about three milee in cir- 
ci;it, and bas ponderous arches and masey gateways and gates. 
Tbia wall is all that separates the city from tbe plains of Abra- 
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ham, on the south. The front of the city is circular and more 
than half the di&tance round is supported by a naked, black 
rocky precipice. The wall surmounts these works also, and 
the highest points are crowned with towers. The picture 
above is a view of Quebec as you approach it from the south- 
west, with the plains of Abraham and the towers. 

The castle of SLLouis stands on the very edge of the precipice. 
It is the residence of the governor of the province. It is a plain 
yellow structure of stone, and is the front of a large square, in 
which is contained public offices and rooms for public amuse- 
ment ; also a guard-house, stable, and extensive gardens. The 
front of the building, which almost overlooks the lower town, 
is more than 160 feet long, and a gallery runs its whole length. 
This gallery is supported by lofly pillars, which are built and 
rest upon the rock below. The foundations of these pillars are 
about 180 feet above the lower town, and you can stand in the 
gallery and see all the movements of the little world directly 
beneath you. Indeed you feel absolutely unsafe and giddy to 
look perpendicularly down upon the confusion and jargon of 
the lower city. It has been remarked, that not Only from this 
structure, but from the walls of the upper town, a stone could 
be diopped into the chimneys below; and in most cases before 
reaching the object, it would fall twaor three hundred feet 

The above particulars respecting Quebec, we have gathered 
from ^ Conversations on Canada," published by the Society. 



Fall River Sabbatb Soliool. 

Rev. Mr. Fowler, of Fall River, stated, at the meeting of the 
Consociation of Rhode Island, that his Sabbath school had not 
been suspended a single Sabbath for eight years ; and that the 
number of attendance had never been less than 100. The 
present number of scholars is 400. There were present on 
the Sabbath previous to this statement, 440 teachers and 
scholars. The school is very highly prized as a means of 
salvation. Most of the conversions among his people occur in 
the Sabbath school. Of the 150 conversions during the past 
four years, almost all were connected with the Sabbath school 
and Bible class. 
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Ino-re ot tbe SabbaUa Sebool» mnd JTwexUle Benevolence. 

John is a member of a very flourishiDg missionary Sabbath 

school in P . He has ever been remarkably punctual in 

his attendance, so much so that his absence, a few Sabbaths 
since, attracted the notice of Mr. H., the superintendent On 
the next Sabbath morning, Mr. H., as he went to his school, 
called to see if John was sick. As he entered the humble 
dwelling where he lived, John received him with a grateful 
smile, and instantly said ; 

<*Mr. H., I was not at the Sabbath school, last Sabbath." 

'*! know it, John; and 1 have called to learn the reason: 
Were you sick, John ?" 

"No, sir," he replied, "I was not sick; but I didn't get up 
time enough to w<ish my skirt. But,'' said he, with eyes as 
brilliant as diamonds, and a countenance lighted up with the 
deepest interest, " I got up time enough this morning to wash 
it; and there it is drying," at the same time pointing to his 
shirt which was hanging before the fire. 

That poor boy had but one shirt in the world ; and yet, such 
was his love of the Sabbath school, his desire to enjoy the 
privileges of that blessed institution, and to appear there in 
clean and tidy clothes, that he would rise early on Sabbath 
morning, — while thousands were wasting their precious hours 
in slothfulness, — and make all this preparation. 

How few boys often, would be willing to make such efforts 
as these for the sake of attending the Sabbath school! 

On the next Sabbath this incident was related in the school 
connected with the society of which Mr. H. was a member. 

A little girl, six years old, was deeply affected with the story. 
She went home and repeated all the particulars to her mother, 
and then asked her for some money to buy cloth enou^ 
to make that poor boy a shirt. The kind-hearted mother, — 
anxious to gratify that lovely spirit which prompted her little 
daughter to sympathize with others' woes and to desire to 
supply the wants of the destitute, — gave her the money. The 
cloth was purchased ; the mother prepared the work, and this 
little girl, only six years of age, with her own hands, made the 

' VOL. VII. 16* 
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garment On the next Saturday, she carried it to Mr. H., and 
▼ery modestly requested him to present it to the poor boy, so 
that he would no longer be obliged to wash his shirt Sabbath 
morning before he could go to the Sabbath school. 

This request Mr. H. complied with, and John received the 
gift with almost indescribable pleasure, and on the next morn- 
ing he was early in his place at the Sabbath school, one of the 
most spruce and happy of all the eighty scholars. 

How strong the attachment to the Sabbath school exhibited 
by that boy, and how exceedingly beautiful and lovely the spirit 
of benevolence exhibited by that little girl ! Should that at- 
tachment to the Sabbath school and that spirit of benevolence 
be cherished, the names of these children may yet be embalm- 
ed in the memory of the church with the names of Mills and 
Martyn, of Harriet Newell and Ann Hazeltine Judson. 



Abimdaat In I<abonit 



A few summers since, a young lady taught a district school 

in the town of . Prompted by her interest in the salvation 

of the young, she established a Sabbath school in that neigh- 
borhood of more than sixty scholars, and conducted it alone 
through the season. She paid three or four dollars towards 
procuring a library. The next season she taught' a district 
school in another neighborhood, three miles distant, where she 
assisted in a Sabbath school at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. She 
was in the habit of walking out to the school she established 
the season previous, which was held at 8 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and then walking back to the other school in the afternoon. 
In addition to the three or four dollars which she contributed 
the year before towards a library, she contributed the next year 
seven dollars for the same object And all this from the avails 
of her own labors! 

If one young female, in every church, possessed the zeal and 
benevolence of the individual mentioned above, in how many 
barren wastes would verdure and beauty spring up to delight 
the eye and gladden the heart of the Christian philanthropist ! 
Why should there not be teachers of a like spirit in all our 



183d.] tABfiATH SCHOOL YlSlTKft. 187 

Sabbath schools? How glorious will be the reward of their 
zeal and fidelity, at another day ! We can almost seem to see 
them standing at the judgment seat surrounded by the happy 
group of young immortals whom they have instrumentally con- 
ducted home to heaven. What joy kindles in their eyes as 
tbey point to the instruments of their salvation ! And what an 
eternal toeighi of glory now swells the bosoms of those faithful, 
devoted teachersi 



The Pomegranate is a low tree, with a straight stem, only a 
few feet in height ; though some of them rise to the height of 
eighteen or twenty feet It is covered with a reddish bark. 
Its branches, which are many and small, and armed with spurs, 
spread themselves so that the breadth is oflen greater than the 
height. The leaves are lancet-formed, pointed, and of deep 
verdure. 

When in blossom, this shrubby tree presents a beautiful ap- 
pearance. Its blossoms are large, of a rich scarlet color, form- 
ing a cup like a bell. Sometimes the blossoms are double, 
which adds very much to the richness and beauty of their ap- 
pearance ; but when this occurs, it is said, no fruit follows. 

The fruit of the Pomegranate tree resembles, in size, the 
orange. Its external appearance is reddish, with a thick fight 
coat which opens lengthwise. It contains numerous seeds, 
each one enveloped separately in the juicy, crimson pulp. This 
fruit is exceedingly beautiful and delicioua It abounded in 
Egypt and in Palestine, and was highly esteemed by the Is. 
raelites, by whom it was much used as an ornament in dress 
and architecture. 

This tree comes to perfection in our Southern Statea 



Impresii've Seene. 

At the last preparatory lecture of the Congregational church 
in Fitchburg, eigldeen childrenj embracing all ages, from the in- 
fant to the child of twelve, received the seal of the everlasting 
covenant, in the ordinance of baptism. It is said to have been 
a very interesting and impresive scene. 
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Favored Bible C1»S8. 

Rev. Mr. S., who has labored several years at the West, as a 
missionary or as an agent of one of the benevolent societies, 
has been greatly blessed in his labors. Large numbers have 
been added to the churches over which he has been placed. 
Ifi his Sabbath schools he believes many gems have been pol- 
ished to adorn the crown of the Saviour. 

One of bis Bible classes has. been very highly favored. It 
numbered etghty-aeven members, only few of whom, at the time 
they joined his class, were pioua M but nine of this class 
were hopefully converted ; twenty or twenty-one became min- 
isters; two became foreign missionaries; and five or six of the 
females became wives of ministers! 



RevlTal In a SablMtUa Scliool. 

It will be encouraging to the friends of Sabbath schools and 
the friends of Zion generally, to learn that the Sabbath school 
in Middleton, in £ssez county, is enjoying the presence of the 
Holy Spirit Some twenty or thirty, about the middle of July, 
were indulging hope, and numbers were inquiring the way of 
salvation, — all but one of whom were connected with the Sab- 
bath school. 



Sabbatli ^cliool Celebrations* 



The namber of Sabbath school celebrations on the foarth of Jnly was 
quite namerons, and as far as we have learned, they were occanons of 
much interest. 

We had the pleasure of participating in those held at Gloucester Har- 
bor and Sandy Bay. The former was composed of the Baptist, Con- 
gregational, and two Methodist Sabbath schools. The several schools 
assembled between eight and nine o'clock in the morning, at their usual 
places of meeting, and, — after being arranged two and two, each class 
with its teacher, — they all met and formed into one procession in front 
of the Congregational church. From thence they proceeded to a beau- 
tiful grove, about half a mile distant, where very tasteful arrangements 
had been made for the occasion. In front of the seats prepared for the 
assembly, was the pulpit, entirely covered with oaken leaves and ever- 
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greens, and richly ornannented with a profusion of fresh flowers of every 
hae. Behind the pulpit was a graceful arch, with this inscription, em- 
bordered with roses, ** Hosanna to the Son of David." In the rear of 
the assembly waved on high, a snow-white flag with the motto, <* Peace 
on earth." On the right of the assembly, opposite to the pulpit, screen- 
ed from the sun by a large canvass, were two long tables groaning nnder 
a profusion of all kinds of cake, &c., most beautifully ornamented with 
the richest boquets. Over these tables was horizontally suspended a 
wuie board, on which was inscribed, within a roseate border, the motto, 
**They had all things common." One of the schools had a white 
banner ornamented with blue ribbon, bearing the inscription, ** Sabbath 
schools the nation's hope." 

The number of teachers and scholars assembled on that lovely spot, 
was about seven hundred ; and there were also present, to participate in 
this truly rational and delightful mode of celebrating the anniversary of 
oar nation's freedom, the four pastors and several hundred other friends 
of Sabbath schools. The exercises consisted in prayers, the singing of 
several appropriate hymns, and an address by the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Mass. S. S. Society, together with a few remarks by one of 
the saperiutendents. The utmost order, attention and apparent interest 
prevailed throughout the exercises. 

After the religious exercises were closed, there was given a practical 
illnstration of the meaning of the motto, ** They had all things common," 
and we venture to say, there was no celebration on the fourth, at which 
the intoxicating glass went round, where there were more gladsome 
hearts and smiling countenances, — if there were more noisy voices,-^ 
tban at this cold water Sabbath school celebration. 

At two o'clock, P. M., we addressed a few members and other friends 
of several of the Sabbath schools in Sandy Bay. Some mistake respect- 
ing the notice, together with the attractions of a military company, ren- 
dered the meeting very small; though we would not say it was a failure: 
for eternity may disclose far happier resnlts from this little meeting of a 
hundred and fifty, than will follow the one of a thoosand, described 
above. 

We have been informed, that three Sabbath schools m Newmarket, 
N. H., numbering four hundred scholars and teachers, assembled in one 
of the churches and listened to appropriate and interesting addressee 
froDi their three pastors. They then resorted to a grove, and with merry, 
joyful hearts, partook of a collation, with nature's pure, temperance ale, 
fresh from her own crystal fountains, for their beverage. 
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The celebration of the schools connected with the Boston Sabbath 
School Union, and also that of the schools connected with the several 
religious societies, in Roxbary, we anderstand, were all that the warrn^ 
est friends anticipated. 

A Sabbath school jabilee of thrilling interest, embracing about twenty 
thousand of the members of the schools in the city of New York and 
some of the neighboring towns, was held at Staten Island. These happy 
thousands, all neatly attired, were conveyed to the island in splendid 
steamers and barges tastefully decorated and shaded with evergreens. 
Firom the moment of embarkation, till the boats reached the island, the 
time was occupied with the singing of songs and hymns, prayer, and 
recitations by young orators, with odes prepared for the occasion. 
Tents were erected on the island, where they all assembled and en- 
gaged in various delightful exercises appropriate to the occasion. They 
were honored by the presence of the chief magistrate of the United 
Stf^tes and the governor of New York; or perhaps we should say, the 
president and governor enjoyed the honor of participating in the enchant- 
ing scenes of that joyous occasion. 



"WUliam Pernios Advice to lits Clillclreii. 

Sketches of William Penn, by Wm. A. Alcott, is a book of 
137 pages, just published and for sale at the Depository, No. 13 CornhDl. 

Although Penn hpld some opinions in common with the Friends or 
Quakers, which we believe to be erroneous, yet there is very much iu 
hjs character, as exhibited . in this little book, which we cannot but ad- 
mire and love. 

J^t befpre he left his family to visit his colony in America, he drew 
up a series of instructions and. rules for the conduct of his children, 
which, as he might never meet them again, he wished them to regard as 
his dying bequest. W^e can give only an outline of some of the topics 
of advice. He exhorts them to remember their Creator, and seek after 
God while young: to be obedient to their mother; to pity the distressed, 
and hold out a hand of help to them; to be humble and gentle in their 
conversation; t^ affront none, neither avenge the affronts that are done 
to them; to watch against anger, neither to speak nor act in it; to avoid 
flatterers, for they are thieves in disguise; to be temperate in all things; 
to be no busy-bodies; and ** Finally, my children, love one another with 
a true endeared love, and your dear relations on both sides; so may 
God, that hath blessed me with his abundant mercies, both of this and 
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the other and better life, be with yon all, gaide yoo bj hia coanael, bleat 
jroa, and bring yoo to his eternal glory ! Tba87oa may shinot my dear 
children, in the firmament of God*B power, with the blessed spirita of 
the jast, that celestial family, praising and adoring him, the God and 
Father of it, for ever." 



Notioea of Ne-vr Publications 1»y tlte Sodetjr* 

« 

> BIbmoik or Count ZinzswDoar ; comprisinf a soccinct History of the Cliurcli 
of the United Brethren, from its Renew^ at Herrahut, to the Death of its illos- 
trioos Patron. By JSitoch Poud, D« D.,. Professor in the Theological Seminary, 
Bangor. About 800 page*, ISinPt divided into fifteen chapters,^ with an Appendix. 
We. ci^nnot present our readers with a better view of this interesting book, 
than is given in the following extracts from the Preface : 

In the course of my professional studies, particularly in the department of 
ecclesiastical history, the church of the United Brethren has necessarily come 
under review. 1 have inquired into the origim of this Interesting community, — 
its €ODstitQUon,1ts s|^U, its clkaracter and laws, — I have read of its sacrifices, 
its sufferings, its dangers and deliverances ; of the reproaches cast upon it, ana 
of the manner in which it has corrected mistakes, and lived down reproaches, 
and, by " well-doing, put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." With an in- 
terest bordering on admiration, I have read of its splendid achievements, its suc- 
cesses in the worlc of the L4>rd, almost equalling those of the apostolic times. 
And 1 have sometimes felt an irrepressible desire, that a portion of ecclesiastical 
history eo interesting and instructive oMght be brought before our religious com- 
munity, and more especially the younger |Mirt of it, in a manner to be generally 
read. The history of Count Zinzendorf is almost identical with that of the 
United Brethren, during the first thirty years after the renewal of their church. 
The alsry of the two is at least so iDterwoven^ that the oipe cannot be told with- 
out the other. 1 see not how the story of Zinzendorf, and the religious com- 
munity with which he was connected, can be read by intelligent Christians, 
without profit. They will learn ftom it the power of simple faith, and the per- 
fect safety, under all circumstances, of discliarging duty and trusting in God. 
They will learn, too, that wealth, and numbers, and great worldly resources are 
not indispensable, in j»rder to liigh spiritual achioyements. They will see how 
much a feeble band of brethren and sisters may accomplish for Christ, in a little 
time, when all their interests are merged in his interests, — when their hearts and 
JianoB, their souls and bodies, are unreservedly consecrated to him. 

Jxius AT NAiif, or the Widow's Son Raised. By the author of " Mount Car- 
mel," " Always Do Right," &;c., A;c. 73 pp. 33mo. 

This book, while it is adapted to instruct the mind and improve the heart, 
presents a mpdel for one form of Sabbath school instruction, which teachers will 
do well to study. The narrative is expanded through five chapters, in which 
are considered, The Miracle, A Jewish Funeral, The Uses of Grief, The Resur- 
rection, and Doing Good. A great variety of topics, naturally suggested, are in- 
troduced, and illustrated in a manner calculated to interest snd benefit pupils and 
teachers. Practical reflections are also interspersed throughout the book. 

Likewise, Just published, the third edition of the ** Histost or thx PiLoaiMS." 
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IVnniiliod for this work by Lowell MasoN; Profestor in the 

Botton Academy of Music. 



HYMN. <<We come with yoioe of song." 

Allegro. 



;' 4 r 1 r rf ^F^ ^Hi'H ^ 



we come with voice of sour. Be 



We come with voice of song, before thy presence, Lord^ Look 




^^^^^^ 



on this youthfiil Sabbath throng^And teach us from .... thy word. 

2 

As now the springing year 

Thou blessest with tiiy care, 
And flowers and tender herb appear. 

Let us thy mercy share. 



That, planted by thy hand, 
Watered and watched by love, 

Here to thy praise we lon^ may stand. 
And praise thee more above. 



As rain or gentle dew, 

Thy Spint's influence give ; 
Through Jesus' name these souls renew, 

And cause the dead to live A. R H» 
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V01..VIL SEPTEMBER, 1839. No. 9. 

Man's IHmiiuy* 

It cannot be, that man was made 

Only on earth to roam^ — 
When death's strong arm is on him laid, 
It cannot.be the grave's dark shade 

Is his demal home. 

It cannot be, that life so fair. 

An empty bubble is. 
Cast up by waves of ocean, where 
It floats a moment on the air. 

Then sinks to nothingness. 

Else, why those aspirations high. 

Which from the heart's deep spring, 
Like angels leap above the sky, 
And through all space impatient fly. 
On searching, soaring wing ? 

Why is it, that the radiant bow. 

At morn, or closing day, 
Delights us with a brilliant show 
Of beauty, not of earthly glow. 

And instant fades away ? 

And stars, that hold their festive danoe 

Around " the midnight throne," 
Why move they on in bright durance, 
Why set they far beyond our glanee. 
In glory not our own ? 
TOL. VII. IT 
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And beings, beautiful and bright, 

To our embraces given ; 
Who, like the beams of morning light. 
So sweetly banish all our night, 

They make earth seem a heaven. 

O why must these by death's fell blow 

So soon from us depart. 
And turn our warm affection's flow, 
Like Alpine streams of bitter wo. 

Back on our bleeding hearts? — 

It is that we are bora to share 

A higher destiny ; 
Far richer than earth's treasures, where 
Our pleasury bubbles turn to air. 

And from our grasp do fly. 

There is a sky so pure and deep, 

The rainbow never fades ; 
Where stars their state harmonious keep. 
Like isles that on the ocean sleep, — 

No cloud their glory shades. 

And where those beings fair and bright, 

Which here our eyes before 
Quick pass, like shadows of the night, 
Within our heaven^expanded sight. 

Will stay for evermore. M. R. R 

SaxonvtUe. 



<<I cam*t make yo« mind.'' 

Such were the words that fell from the lips of a mother, 
after having made several fruitless attempts to secure obe- 
dience from her little child! And yet that mother wonders 
what can be the reason her child will not mind. Does she 
not know, that the very utterance of those words, before her 
child, was a virtual surrender of parental authority? That 
child may now go through life, even making JdrntelfviUf and no 
mother's authority be exercised to rulbrain him. 



1689.] SABBATH 8CR00£ TIBITXft. 195 

S«m«el and BU} or the fkrat Blnsli. 

The child Samuel ministered to the Lord at Shiloh 
before Eli, the priest, and was approved both in the sight 
of God and of man. For he served the Lord with a pure 
heart, and was obedient, and increased in wisdom. But 
the SODS of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were wicked chil- 
dren, who inquired not af\er the Lord, and their sins 
were very great. And they stood one day under a tree 
before the house of their father Eli; and Samuel waa 
with them, girded with a linen ephod. 

But Hophni and Phinehas spoke wicked, indecent 
words with each other, in the hearing of the child. Then 
Samuel blushed deeply, so that his countenance glowed, 
as the evening sky, when the sun has set. And thus 
blushed the boy for the first time. For he had never 
heard a wicked word out of the mouth of any one before. 

But the wicked boys laughed at him and mocked him, 
because he had blushed at their language. And Samuel 
turned away his head and wept. 

Then Eli, who had observed all this, stepped up to 
the boy and said, **My son, why weepest thou?" Then 
answered Samuel, ''Thy sons Hophni and Phinehas used 
wicked words before me, and it grieved my heart and 
caused a fiery heat, I know not why, in my face, — aod 
they mocked me." 

Then Eli embraced the child, pressed him to his heart 
and raised his voice and said, "Ah, my son, weep not; 
and let not their scorn trouble thee. Thou art the chosen 
of the Lord, — ^but what rejoices me on thy account, iillg 
my soul with grief on account of my own sons. For they 
have corrupted the flower of their youth, so that it can 
n^ver produce good fruit." And Eli wept over his sons, 
until his eyes were dim; and they caused him nothing 
but heart-breaking. But Samuel rejoiced the heart of the 
priest Eli, and wc^ked upright before the Lord. A. 



1 . 1 1 1 . J 



^ This little band," said Whitefield, holding it up before his 
eyes, as he was preaching in the ^eld, while the sun was 
pouring his beams over the world, ^ this little hand hides from 
mj eyes the glorious sunt" 
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TIte Bible. 

The report, at the last anniversary of the Eaaex North Bible Society, 
was read by the Rev. L. F. Dimmich, ofNewboryport. It is so excel- 
lent, and most of it so appropriate for the Visiter, that we have procored 
it for the benefit of our readers. 

The Bible is God's great gift to man; — the Bible, and 
the grace which it reveals. On this fact is based the 
duty of those who possess it, to communicate it to the 
destitute. 

The Bible is frequently brought to view on its own 
pages, as of the highest value. The writers, who were 
the channel of its communication to the world, often, 
pause to dwell on its excellences and its uses. "My 
doctrine," says one, '* shall drop as the rain, my speech 
shall distil as the dew; as the small rain upon the tender 
herb, and as the showers upon the grass.'* As the rain 
and the dew are to vegetation, giving life and beauty, 
80 is the Bible to the intellectual and moral world, im- 
parting to it the richness and adornment appropriate to 
its nature. 

The Bible being a revelation from God, communicated 
by holy men, who wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, is the source, and only adequate source, of in- 
struction on the highest themes in which man has an 
interest. The Bible alone reveals God in the fulness 
of his glory. The Bible alone reveals the government 
of God in its universality and results. The Bible alone 
shows to man himself as he is, immortal, fallen, with an 
eternity of retribution before him. The Bible alone 
makes known salvation for our sinful race. This alone 
can point and say, ''Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world." Nature, indeed, 
affords instruction, to some valuable extent, on some of 
these topics. But, even in these cases, in order to the 
fullest satisfaction, the Bible is the glorious sun, under 
whose light the book of nature must be read. 

The Bible is "a light shining in a dark place," to 
which the world is directed "to take heed, till the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in their hearts;" — in man's 
pilgrimage to eternity, " a light to his feet, a lamp to his 
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path." The Bible, with the grace it reveals, is the field 
of hid treasure; the which when a man hath found, he 
acteth wisely to go and sell all that he hath, and purchase 
that field. It is the pearl of great price, which itself 
alone is an inheritance beyond all that earth can give. 
The Bible is *' the tree of life, which beareth twelve 
manner of fruits, and yieldeth its fruit every month, and 
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations." The 
Bible is the *' pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb;" 
and '* whose streams make glad the holy places of the 
tabernacles of the Most High." 

THE BIBLE BLESSES ALL AGES AND ALL COITDITIONS. 

If it be asked, ''How shall the young cleanse their 
way?" The answer is, **By taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to thy word." If it be asked, How shall the 
afflicted bear their burdens ? Tlie answer is, ** Through 
comfort of the Scriptures:" — "thy word, on which thou 
hast caused me to hope." If it be asked, How shall the 
pilgrim to eternity cheer himself onward in his course? 
The answer comes back from himself, ''Thy statutes 
have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage." If 
it be asked, How shall the dying die in peace? The an- 
swer trembles on his lips, that it is the hope which the 
Bible has inspired, that bears him through. Hence the 
language of good men on this subject: "O how love I 
thy law! It is my meditation all the day." "And in the 
night his song shall be with me." "How precious also 
are thy thoughts unto me!" "More to be desired are 
they than gold; yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also 
than honey, and the honey-comb." 

[To be continued.] 



^ If ever the devil feels shame, — if ever he stands abashed, 
— if ever he pines bis loss at the progress of virtue and piety, 
— it is in the presence of a Sabbath school. It stands before 
bim as a beauteous angel sheltered by invincible grace, and 
severe in youthful dignity. It robs him of more than half his 
power, and leaves him to the fearful conviction that his 
threatened prostration is at hand." 

VOL. VII. 17* 
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Tli« Bed of Pinks t or t1ft« Folly of Impatleinee. 

•• O, dear mother, give us each a little flower-bed, 
for our own, one to me, and one to Gustavus, and one to 
Alice, and let us take care of them ourselves." So 
spake the little Frederick to his mother, and the mother 
granted his request, and gave to each a blooming bed, 
full of beautiful pinks. And the children rejoiced be- 
yond measure, and said, '* When the pinks first blossom, 
what a splendid sight it will be!" For it was not jet 
the time of pinks, and they had but just budded. 

But the little Frederick was impatient in his disposition, 
and could not wait the time of blossoming, and he wished 
that his bed of flowers might blossom first before all the 
others. Then he stepped up to it, took the buds in his 
hand, and peeped inside of the leaves, and was greatly 
delighted when out of the green covering, he found a 
beautiful little red or golden leaf, just beginning to ap- 
pear. But it was too long for him to wait. So he broke 
open the buds and loosened the little leaves from one 
another. **Now," cried he, with a loud voice, "see! 
my pinks are blossoming." But when the sun arose, 
the flowers bowed their heads mournfully, and before it 
was mid-day, they stood withered and fallen to pieces. 
And the boy wept to see this. 

But his mother said, "Impatient child, may this be 
the last joy of thy life which shall be ruined by thine own 
fault. Then hast thou not too dearly purchased the 
great and diflicult lesson, to waiU' A. 



Affeetlng Incident* 

In the Memoir of Dr. Griflin is an aflecting account of 
the dangerous illness of his eldest daughter, and of his 
trials connected with it. Some years afterwards, when 
by marvellous grace that daughter was brought into the 
kingdom of heaven, and had become the mother of chil- 
dren, she came forward, with her husband, "to oflTer 
them to the Lord;" he stood for a moment before he ut- 
tered a word, and then, with deep emotion, said to her, 
in a way that aflfected to tears every person present, "/ 
held not thought to see thy fact; and lo^ God hath showed 
me also thy seed.'^^^Chr. Review, 
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B«A«llta of InAuftt BaptlAHi* 

Rev. Bfr. ChickeriDg*8 report on the sabject of Infant Baptisni, me^- 
tiooed in the lut Visiter, has been published in the Christian Mirror. 
The following is an extract: 

Not only as a privilege, which God kindly continues 
from the ancient to the new dispensation, and as a rite 
consecrated by the almost universal practice of the 
church, never even disputed by any body of men for the 
first thousand years after Christ, but as one of the most 
powerful aids to the parental education of children for 
God and to the other means of grace, it should be dear 
to the heart of every Christian. Your Committee are 
of opinion, that our churches are not fully aware of the 
extent to which this ordinance has been blessed, even of 
late, notwithstanding its partial observance and the very 
imperfect degree in which its obligations and the duties it 
implies have been understood and felt. One brother in 
the ministry has given it as his opinion, that, among 
those who have been received to the communion of one 
of our churches within fifteen years, scores, at least, 
have referred to the sight of this ordinance, as one 
means of spiritual good to their souls. 

We have heard of one brother, whose daughter asked 
permission to mingle in a scene of gay and foolish amuse- 
ment. What could the mother do r To grant permission 
would be to send that child, whom she had promised to 
train up for Christ, into a place where she knew he was 
neither loved nor named, but in derision. To refuse, 
might alienate and disgust that child, whose love and 
confidence she had every reason to desire might be re- 
tained. What did she.^ She simply said, with kindness, 
"My dear child, seventeen years ago, I carried you in 
my arms to the house of God. Your father and myself, 
when called upon, stood in the aisle in presence of the 
congregation. Your father took you from my arms and 
held you in his own, while the minister baptized you in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. As I 
heard the solemn words, and saw the drops upon your 
little face, when I again folded you to my heart, I pray- 
ed that you might be a holy child, and I determined as 
far as in me lay to bring you up for Christ. Now, my 
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dear child, if you think the scenes of that evening will 
be proper for you to mingle in, and for me to send you 
to, I have nothing more to say." Need it be added, the 
daughter did not go. Can we doubt that such an appeal 
was better fitted to do her good, than any sermon or 
any remonstrance? 

One of your Committee had the pleasure a few years 
since to baptize five little girls of one family, on occasion 
of the profession of their father. The eldest was about 
eleven years of age. In less than a year she died. And 
what was her testimony on this point? Often, both be- 
fore and ader the commencement of her long illness, she 
referred to her baptism. She said that from the moment 
she was baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost, she felt that she belonged to God. Nor 
was it a mere feeling. Her conduct corresponded with 
her language ; and she died at twelve years of age, as 
none but Christians can die; followed already by her 
next sister, as another pledge of God's promise to be- 
lieving and praying parents. 



tfUeellaneoas <iii«8tton0« 



Who wu Noah*0 elder son ? Who wu Abraham's father ? 

Who waa Lot's father? Who was steward of Abraham's house? 

Who was king of Salem, and priest of the Most High God ? 

Of whom was it said by the Lord, ** He will command his children, 
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord ?" 

For the sake of how many righteoas persons in it, would God have 
spared Sodom ? Who was Rebekah's nnrse ? 

Who went out to meditate in the fiekl at the even-tide, when his in- 
tended wife was brought to him ? Whose wife was M ehetabel ? 

Who bound a line of scarlet thread in the window of her house which 
was on the town-wall ? What prophetess was the wife of Lapidoth ? 

Who, after her marriage, had a south land and the upper and nether 
springs given to her by her father ? 

What prophetess dwelt under the palm-tree between Ramah and 
Bethel in Mount Ephraim? What prophetess arose a mother in Israel ? 

Who wrung a bowlful of dew-water out of a fleece of wool ? 

What two men were hid in a well in Bahurim ? How was the well 
concealed ? What prophetess was the wife of Shallum ? 

Who said to the king, " Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
that I may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my fii* 
ther and of my mother?" Whose daughter was Noah ? 
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Who was more honorable than his brethren, and called en the God 
of Iiniel to bless hitn, and enlarge his coast ? 

What prophet was among the herdmen ofTekoa ? 

Who said, " Bat I thy servant fear the Lord from my yonth ?" 

Of whom was it said, " And that from a child thou hast known the 
Holy Scriptures?" Who was the wife of Chnza, Herod's steward ? 

What king was taken among the thorns, and bound with fetters, and 
carried to Babylon ? 



Antielprnttoift j or Comfort to Bdirard. 

The following lines were occasioned by this circumBtance. Immediately 
after the death of a little brother, Edward C,, a boy about ten yean old, went 
into the coantry to spend a few weeks with a friend. While there, a letter was 
received which contained this sentence, *' Tell Edward, that instead of George, 
God has given him another little brother ; yet Judgment is still mingled with 
mercy, for this dear little boy has nofing^s on his left hand.*' Edward was a 
thoughtful boy, and this intelligence filled him with grief. He burst into tears, 
and said, 

" He neeer can work ! " 

" No matter," said his friend, " God intends that he shall be a minister." 

"We don't AiMw that." 

'"But, see, see, Edward; and I will write down what I have thought, this 
moment." 

Bfethought, I saw a little boy 

Most lovely, by his father stand, 
And God bad marked him for his own, — 

Not on the forehead, but the hand. 

Again, ho was a sprightly youth. 

With nimble foot, and eye of fire. 
Just rushing to the college door, — 

The pride of his beloved sire. 

Then, in the sacred desk he stood 

Majestic, eloquent, and pure, 
And taught the way of life to men, 

Wise to alarm, or to allure. 

Then 'neath the old paternal roof. 
Midst kindred dear, I saw him bend, 

And offer incense for them all, — 
To Him, who is (he sinner's Friend, 

Thus, many years, with holy zeal. 
Religion's path be sweetly trod ; 
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Labored aud at^ffbrtd, — ^yet rejoiced. 
To suffer, for the Lord, his God. 

At length, the welcome summons came 

For him to bid adieu to earth ; 
He gave one look, — one sigh, — then went 

To Him, — who blest him at his birth. 

God has a piurpose, when be moves 

The mountain or the aspen leaf; 
And, till v^e *^know as we are known," 

The season is but very brief. A. R 



Emmc Soufli Sabbatlft School Boeletjr* 

Owing to various caases, this Society made no report at its last two 
annnal meetings; althongh several of the individoal schools, as such, 
made returns directly to the State Society. As many of the schools 
connected with this auxiliary are among the largest and most efficient in 
the^State, we requested, at the annual meeting in July, that such as are 
not represented in the last report of the Mass. S. S. Society might be 
reported for publication in the Visiter. Returns have accordingly been 
made by several, and we shall furnish our readers with such portions of 
them, from time to time, as our limits will permit. 

And we would take this opportunity to invite pastors and superinten- 
-dents, in this State, or elsewhere, who may see this invitatk>o, to fur* 
nbh, occasionally, for the pages of the Visiter, such brief statements 
respecting their schools as will be adapted to revive and deepen an in* 
terest in this institution. 

SABBATH SCHOOL IN LYNN. 

This school, under the superintendence of Dea. George Martin, 
numbers 36 teachers and 224 scholars, of whom 50 are over 18 yean 
of age. The average attendance is 180. In the library 400 volumes. 
Two teachers and three scholars have been converted during the year. 
The pastor is usually present, occasionally takes a class, and once a 
month occupies the time of the exercise with a lecture addressed to the 
children. This lecture is attended by many parents and others not eon« 
nected with the school. A Bible class of from 100 to 300 members, 
with Newcomb*s Questions on the Romans for a text-book, was contio- 
ned through the winter and spring, on Sabbath evening; and is to be 
resumed again in the autumn* 
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TABERNACLE SABBATH SCHOOL, SALEM. 
This school, saperinteDded by Mr. M. P. Parish, nnmbers 64 teachen, 
575 scholars, of whom 202 are over 14; aod 700 volnmes. The aver- 
age attendance during the last year has been 362. Twenty-eight of the 
present menribers of the school have been converted the past year; bat 
only 13 of them were connected with the school at the time of their 
eonversioB. Of the 13, six were baptized in infancy, and of the 28, tea 
or eleven, which is said to be an nnusually small proportion. 

Our roll, — says the report, — contains the names of 
those of all ages, literally from four to fourscore years, 
and includes all our deacons. Nearly 100 scholars are 
members of the church, and 59 of the teachers. How 
prevalent might be the prayers of these 100 scholars, in 
giving success to the teacher's efforts! and who can 
estimate the influence of the example of 100 consistent^ 
devoted followers of Christ in one Sabbath school ? 

We consider it a very favorable circumstance, that atk 
unusually large number of young men are now connect- 
ed with us. Among these were a considerable number 
of conversions the last year. During the year 1838,. 
^103 11 were contributed in our Sabbath school, in aidl 
of the benevolent operations of the day. Of this, $30 72. 
was an extra contribution in behalf of the schools at 
Ceylon; the balance was given in our ordinary monthly 
contributions. During this year, 1839, our contributions 
have amounted to $43 26. 

We find the *' Fragment Society " a valuable auxiliary 
in our Sabbath school operations. This is an association' 
of ladies who pay a small annual tax, which is expended 
in clothing those children who could not otherwise attend 
the school. The last year, 65 garments of various kinds 
were made by its members, and distributed in more than 
twenty different families. We have two libraries. One 
is devoted to the use of the junior department, and con- 
tains 300 volumes. The other is for the members of the 
senior department, and contains about 400 volumes, of' 
standard value. Besides these, we loan or give to the 
members of the infant classes, which contain more than 
100 scholars, as many books as we can afford to dis- 
tribute. We use Newcomb's First Question Book«. 
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vol. 2, and think it a very valuable text-book. Once a 
month the whole school study the Assembly's Catechism. 

SOUTH SABBATH SCHOOL, SALEH. 
The school connected with Dr. Emerson's Society, is superintended 
by Mr. C. M. Richardson, and embraces 46 teachers and 828 scholars, 
— 230 the average attendance,- — 60 over 18 jears of age, and aboat 
500 volumes. One teaclier and three scholars have been bom again 
during the year. 

THE IITFANT DXPARTMEITT. 

An interesting part of our school, — says the superinten- 
dent, — is the inlant department, composed of 70 children, 
mostly under six years of age, under the care of two de- 
voted female teachers. These children are among our 
most constant and punctual scholars,.and evince great in- 
terest in their Sabbath exercises, and a strong attachment 
to their teachers. 

teachers' MXETIirO. 

Our teachers' meeting, which is held weekly, is a 
meeting of much interest and profit to those who attend. 
The principal exercise is an examination of the lesson 
for the succeeding Sabbath. A part of the time is spent 
in prayer and free conversation on subjects connected 
with the prosperity of the school. In examining the 
lesson, the questions are asked by the superintendent, 
and answered by any one who chooses. £ach question, 
and every subject brought to view in the lesson, are open 
for free discussion by all present, and as those who at- 
tend come carefully prepared by their own reflections, 
and by consulting the various references and authorities 
to which they have access, we thereby secure a great 
amount of information, and an interchange of thought, 
feeling and sympathy, —an important preparation for the 
duties of the Sabbath school, which we think cannot so 
well be gained in any other way. Our experience in- 
duces us to say to all Sabbath schools, Do not fail to 
sustain a. regular weekly teachers' meeting; and to all 
teachers. Do not fail to attend all such meetings con- 
nected with your school, and contribute all in your 
power to make them interesting and profitable. 
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IfONTHI^Y COIfCBRT. 

Although the atteodaoce at the Sabbath school concert 
is not such as is desirable and as the subject demands, 
yet we are happy to perceive an increase both in num- 
bers and interest. Said one of our teachers, the other 
day, ''How can teachers stay away from the concert? 
When I think of the members of my class, and my duties 
to them, it seems as if I want the concert to come every 
week." He felt, — as we all should, — the responsibility 
of his situation, and his need of that divine assistance 
which is given in answer to prayer. 

A GOOD PI«Air. 

One of our teachers, finding (he members of his class 
deficient in a knowledge of the Old Testament, proposed 
to them to commence with him that day and read the 
Bible through in course, reading one chapter every day. 
To this they all assented, and also agreed that eack 
should be questioned every Sabbath whether he had re-^ 
deemed his pledge. The teacher, meeting the other 
day the father of one of his pupils, asked him if his soa 
had said any thing to him about their plan. "No," said 
he, "but the other night, after we had all retired, w& 
heard him up, striking a light, and on inquiry, learned 
the arrangement that had been made, and that he had 
that day forgotten to read his chapter, but was unwilling 
to sleep until he had read it." 

Our library has been replenished principally by the 
publications of the Mass. S. S. Society. Thirty-mne 
copies of the Visiter are taken in our school. 



T]i« Platonic and the Sablmtlk School. 

'Over the door of Plato's school, it was inscribed, 
"Let no one enter here, who does not understand ge- 
ometry!" Upon the portals of the Sabbath school, 1 see 
engraven, " Whosoever is poor, is ignorant, is weak, 
is helpless, is unfriended, let him come hither, and wel- 
come!" Plato's instructions, like his master's, were for 
nobles, for philosophers, for warriors, for kings. The 
instructions of the Sabbath school are for "the little chil- 
dren." " Suffer the little children," sdid Jesus Christ,. 
" to come unto me, and forbid them not." ' 

Yea, more, these instructions are for all, of every age^ 
and rank and attainment! 

VOL. VII. 18 
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InflacuLce of SablmUi 8«bools oat ttk% moral eapiieittos of 

Society* 

Runted, That Sabbftth aeboolt, by early edttcatiaf the eoueieBee, eaierge 
and invigorate tl)e moral capacltie» of society. 

The remarks of Joel Giles, Esq^ of this city, at the ammal 
meeting of the Mass. S. S. Society, in support of this r^olutioB, 
we expected would have heen published io aiMHher form, a 
long time since. They are too interesting and important to 
be lost, apd we give them a place in the Visiter, notwithstand- 
ing their gl-eat length. 

In the schools connected with this Society, and as an average 
estimate, are 7,000 teachers, 60,000 scholars, and 370 libraries, 
eontaining 100,000 volumes. These schools, simple, free and 
numerous, form a beautiCul system of social instruction. Thej 
have 40 lessons a year, and the Bible is their text-book. 
" Search the Scriptures,'' is their motto, and the deep impress 
of this on the minds of the young, enters extensively into their 
subsequent character. 

Sabbath schools educate the conscience, a faculty with which 
men are most equally endowed, and the thorough education 
of which, — unlike the refinements of other culture, — binds to- 
gether the various classes of society by a living community of 
sentiments, at once the broadest and firmest ground of moral 
equality and civil liberty. While schools designed to educate 
the other faculties of the mind, and even the senses, have long 
abounded, in which the rich, at least, might delight themselves 
with the world's hereditary treasures of art, literature and 
science, till the rise and spread of Sabbath schools, poor con- 
Aci^nce, the Eden of the mind, where God still meets man to 
instruct him as at the first, was too often left, like an orphaii| 
with none to care for it but Christ 

How do Sabbath schools educate the conscience ? They do 
it by an early application of the power of thinking to the word 
of God, thereby securing the promised infiiience of the Holy 
Spirit upon the fountains of consciousness. Mental character, 
resulting from education, depends chiefly upon three things. 
1. The power of thinking. 2. The objects of thought 3. T%e 
mode of thinking. The objects of thought and the mode of 
thinking are in a high degree voluntaiy; but the power of 
thinking, the life of mental character, is the gift of God, and 
under his direct control. ^ There is a spirit in man, and the in- 
spiration of the Almighty givcth him understanding. 1 know 
the thoughts that come into your mind, saith the Lord." The 
Sentiment, that this Spirit of God moves upon the springs of 
thought and feeling with an informing power, deeper than die 
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depths of consciousness, 18 indelibly stamped upon every scroll 
of bumsn literature. Why have master-poets always invoked 
the genial breath of heaven upon their harps of many strings? 
Why did the statesmen, who, in convention, formect the con- 
BtitutioD of these United States, open their daily deliberations 
with prayer ? Was it all a mockery ? Nay, man has ever felt, 
in proportion as his mind was occupied with great subjects, 
that his best thoughts must come from God. Whose hand but 
the Almighty's can touch the origin of human thought, and 

Eurify it with a living coal from ofTthe altar ? '* I will write my 
iw upon their hearts, and they shall all know me, from the 
least to the greatest, saith the Lord.^" Conscience and the Bible 
mutually unfold each other. As the sun fills expanding flowers 
with light, so does the Bible fill young minds with thought ; and 
a diligent study of it exercises the young to have always a good 
conscience void of offence both towards God and towards man. 
Can yon teach the younp;, while the dew of life is yet fresh upon 
their afiections, any thmg better than the Bible ? Of all the 
mental capacities equally enjoyed by the rich and poor, can 
you educate one more essential to character end happiness, 
than conscience, — our self-knowledge of good and evil ? Thus 
Sabbath schools, by employing the power of thinking, in the 
young, upon the Bible, — ^the noblest object of thought, — in an 
affectionate and prayerful manner, — which is the best mode of 
employing it,^ooperate with God in creating in the minds of 
millions a common stock of powerful ideas and feelings which 
form the base of the enlarged and invigorated moral action 
that now characterizes the Christian world. 

The moral capacities of society, both for action and enjoy- 
ment, depend upon the number and strength of ideas possessed 
in common. All social capacities are founded in a community 
of thought Ideas derived from the senses and dominant pas- 
sioDS, are common to all men. Hence certain portions of the 
literature of every age and nation become universal ; and graphic 
descriptions of external scenery, internal feelings and startling 
events, charm and delight the mind. But no ideas are so uni- 
versal, so old, BO powerful, as those of conscience. They form 
the widest fiMindation of social understanding, sympathy and 
action. Mercantile customs, — those understood laws for under- 
stood things, — ^treaties, national law, our declaration of indepen- 
dence, and bills of human rights, ar^ all founded in equity and 
good conscience. Even paternal authority, which rules our 
home, that cradle of the affections and beginning of social life, 
is but the law of conscientious love. Indeed, conscience is the 
source of the higher principles through the whole frame-work 
of human law, and law is the life of social confidence, which is 
the bone and muscle of moral action. 
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Sabbath schools, therefore, by educating the conscience, pro- 
duce a common stock of moral ideas and feelings through 
which men can be brought to act in masses with precision and 
irresistible power. By seizing upon a few intense ideas, com- 
mon to the whole nation, Bonaparte wielded thirty millions of 
Frenchmen with as much facility as he did his own sword. 

What, then, are some of the moral capacities of society, 
which are enlarged and invigorated through the instrumen- 
tality of Sabbath schools ? 

First of all, as liberty has made her favorite abode in the 
hearts of that people who are diligent in business, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord according to the dictates of their own 
enlightened conscience, — the capacity of self-government, by 
making and enforcing sound laws through free institutions, 
is greatly enlarged and invigorated Every legislator, every 
officer, — numerous by rapid succession, — and every voter, 
stands in constant need of an educated conscience. It is often, 
amid the conflict of parties, his only safe guide. But especial- 
ly do the jury, who, in all free governments, constitute the 
working point of the law, and into whose hands the property, 
the character, and the life of every citizen are liable to fall, need 
a pure, refined and enlightened conscience. The jury seldom 
of^ee upon a verdict, from any clear conviction of the under- 
standing. They can only believe in their conscience and upon 
their oath, that the fact is as by them found. If a free people, 
as such, therefore, have any conscience, it is the jury. 

Secondly, Sabbath schools have enlarged the moral capaci- 
ties of society in New England, to improve in some degree the 
condition of humanity. Out of a full heart, the people speak 
and act kindly to the destitute. Associations are formed to do 
good on a wide scale. These societies gather up and bring 
home to their active centres, — their secretaries' offices, — -a vast 
amount of useful information, which lieing digested, published, 
and sent to their numerous members, enables every man, 
woman and child to bestow their spare money, time, and 
prayers upon needy and thankful hearts. 

And, lastly, Sabbath schools have enlarged and invigorated 
the capacitiesof society for intellectual activity and enjoyment. 
In these schools, the minds of all classes of people work de- 
lightfully together. The stiff distinctions, which grow out of 
the differences of worldly situations, disappear, and society 
is knit together by the intercommunion of interesting thoughts. 
The moral sympathies are exalted and refined. Friendships 
are formed, which are like salt to sweeten the ever-souring 
elements of society. The moral tastes of the young are re- 
fined and brought into conformity with the commandments 
of God. This is to them a source of ever-increasing delight. 
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Out of these sclioeks also^ hn grown a litienitiHre of great in- 
terest lo the Cbristiaa scholar. U is rich in soimkI doelriD«i, 
moral fiicts, and impressive anecdotes; it contains the ro» 
manoes of early piety, the poetry of the affections in tiie 
young, sanctified by the Holy Spirit; OBeoaoirs— ^ribules of 
grateful remembrance ; with many an afiecttng message from 
the dying scholar or teacher to loved com|iaiHons in their 
Sabbath school, which often prove like good seed sown in 
good ground, springing up and bearinff fruit «n hundred fold. 
And, while the early education of the conscience enlarses 
and invigorates the moral capacities of society, by multiplying 
those thoughts and feelings which are the basis of social action 
and happiness, it also strengthens our finth in the pnomises mi 
God, that minds, which through the endearments or social cul- 
tivation and mental sympathies, have become attached to each 
other on eartb,shall meet again in heaven. And though the heart 
which embraces in the circuit of its afiections many objects of 
social interest connected with the young, is doomed to fre^ent 
sorrow, — as children,like the morning cloud and early dew soon 
pass away, — ^yet-hope, ever the child's companion in life, at the 
head of its funeral train, walks pensive in the veiled light of 
heaven, pointing with her magic wand to the star of Bethle- 
hem in its Redeemer's crown. 



The Recorder of August 2d, contained -an account of tbe in- 
teresting revival that had been in progress during the eight 
months previous, in Princeton. The following were mentioned 
as amof^ the means which seemed to have been blessed in 
producing this work of grace : 

Several discourses on infant baptism obviously had a salu- 
tary effect to excite many parents, who had neglected their 
duty, to bring their children to the baptismal font, and to uive 
mhers, who had previously done it, to seek more fervently ror 
their offspring the renewing and promised influences of the 
Holy SpiriL The fact, that many children, who were affected 
direotly or indirecdy by these discourses, are now in the visible 
church, evinces, that they were seasonable and appropriate 
means of human salvation. 

Our Sahliath school, having been under the direction of a 
^discreet and devoted superintendent, and the cooperation of a 
egood proportion of *ftftbful teachers, was a prominent instru- 
nentality in gradually casting up the highway of the Lord. 
The superintendent reports that 60 belonging to the Sabbath 
school, were hopefully converted the last year. The Assem- 

TOL. vii. 18* 



«» 



(Sepi 



biy'a Calechism constituted a panof its leaMns. The iaoiiliar 
expasition of this iDvaluable msnual of ChristisR doctriDe and 
precept from th« pulpit, exerted an imporUnt influence in ef- 
fecting the glorioua revival which enaued. The great truths it 
ooDtaiDH nre preeminently the aword of the SpiriL 

The MaierDal Association should also be regarded as part of 
that approved agency, whicii preceded the day of God's gra- 
ciauB iuterpositioD. And why may ne not always expect, that 
when prayer, instruction and effort are put Ibrlh under th« in- 
fluence of maternal solicitude and faith, the Lord will furnish 
a memorial of his approbation in the conversion of many sons 
and daughters to himself? In such tokens of bia favor man; 
■notfaem bow t«joice in this place. 



Tha SaTlvor'a Callr- 




" And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, 
Simon, called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 
into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them. 
Follow me, and J will make you fishers of met). And they 
straightway left their nets, and followed him." 

And, dear young reader, the Lord Jesus is calling unto you, 
" Follow me, and I will bestow upon you all the blessings of 
my love." Do you ask, "How ia he calling unto me?" 

He calls you by his word. Every promise, every invitation, 
every offer of pardon and eternal life, and also every warning, 
is a call. Indeed, you can hardly open his blessed Bot^ but 
his voice, in melting strains of love, is heard. He speaks to 
you by bis ministers and by the faithful inatructions of your 
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pious parents and teachers. Through them, he cries unto you, 
** Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth. Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found ; seek him early, and you 
shall find him. Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?" 

The Saviour calls you to follow him, by all the blessings 
with which he is crowning your days, — ^your food and clothes, 
und health, and friends, and every joy that warms your bosom. 
Yes, and there is a voice, too, in every pain, and sorrow, and 
affliction, saying, ^ Follow the Saviour, — cast all your burdens 
and sorrows on him, for he careth for you, — and when your 
fiither and your mother forsake you, he will take you up, and 
be onto you a father, a friend and a Saviour." 

And the Lord Jesus calls you still more earnestly and ten- 
derly by his Spirit When you sit in the Jiouse of God, or the 
Sabbath school, and listen to the solemn and melting words of 
your minister and teacher, what overwbeluiiog thoughts of 
God, of death, judgment and eternity sotnetioies rush into your 
mind ! They are the voice of the Spirit, beseeching you to 
repent, believe and live. And when you walk alone in the 
silent grove, or wake in the stillness of the night, that kind 
Spirit sometimes comes to you in secret whisperings, saying, 
"My son — ray daughter — give me thy heart, — Look unto Jesus 
and be saved, — Follow^ me." 

And, dear youth, have you given heed to these gracious calls 
of your Saviour? Have you, like the Galilean fishermen, left 
all and followed him? If not, ^Nbw is the accepted time," 
while he still waits to be gracious, — while his voice still is 
heard, ^Follow me." O, delay not, lest that voice die away 
upon your ear I 

" Tben shalt thou perish in thy sins, 
And never be forgiven !'* 



Tbe Tcaclicrs's CHBce. 

Who that had the education of a young prince^ would not feel 
that he had in his hands a nation*s weal ? But look at the Sab- 
bath school teacher. Here are six or eighi youth under his in- 
struction, aU of them, it may be, destined to occupy high places 
of trust in their country, and whose influence for good or for 
evil may depend upon the impressions received during this 
early training ! Is not the teacher's an important and respon- 
sible office ? 
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lAl>om of Pastors* 

It will be seen, by tbe last annnal report of tbe Mass. S. S. Society, 
that bat few of the tchools in their returns, speak of the labors of pas- 
tors. It should by no means be inferred, however, that those mention- 
ed are the only pastors in the State, who manifest an interest in this 
eaase. The fact is far otherwise; and we are prepared to testify from 
personal knowledge, — and we do it with great pleasure, — that a large 
proportion of the pastors connected with this Society, not here mention- 
ed, are doing more or less for the prosperity of their respectif e ISabbath 
schools; many of them are e^tmdani in labors in their behalf, and some 
of tfwm manifett qaite as maeb, if not even more interest than any tf 
those reported. 

Tbe statements of Ae liribors ef pastors,->-so fiur as Cie r^fports made 
any statements on this sabjeot, — were generally^jitefesting, masmneh 
OS they exhibited the great variety of plans adopted by difierent pastors, 
to increase the prosperity of their Sabbath schools. And it was for the 
parpose of presenting these various plans from which other pastors might 
derive important suggestions, — and not from any invidions purpose, 
as some may have supposed, — that the statements were given in the 
report. There are, no doabt, some instances, — ^indeed a few are men- 
tioned in the report, — where pastors, from press of other duties or some 
other cause, — and it may be from an absolute toant of interest in this 
institution, — are perfbrming no labor, directly or indirectly, and exert- 
ing no influence for its prosperity. But these cases must be compara* 
tively few. 



SiiblMiib Seltool Opeimtloass at th.€ 'West. 

In onr visits to the churches, we have often lieard the desire ex- 
pressed that some plan might be devised, by the Bfass. Sabbath School 
Society, for aiding the cause of Sabbath schools at the West, The 
opmion has been expressed, that much more interest would be awak- 
ened in the schools and churches, could their contributions be made 
through their own Society, and be appropriated to some definite object, 
—-to some particular section of the country; and that it could be done, 
in this way, so as to save all the expense of an agent in collecting the 
money. 

We are happy in being able to inform the schools and churches, that 
the Board of Managers of the Missouri Sunday School Union have 
^tiested the asdistance of the Mass. "Sabbath School Society, in carry- 
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ing forward their operatiom; and that the Board of tbb Societj, at a 
special meetiog, held on the 29th of July laat, paiaed the foUowmf 
TOte, viz; 

'* Whereas, the Board of Managers of the Hisaaari SuDdajr School 
UnioD have made a request to the Mass. Sabbath School Society to for- 
nish pecuniary assistance in eitending the opemiions of the Missouri 
Union, — 

Voted t That the Mass. Sabbath School Society wiU fumiah pecnniary. 
aid to the Missoari Sooday School Uaion, as the means shall be obtain- 
ed; and that the Correspondlog Secretary be aotborind to invite fonds 
lor this object" 

It may also here be stated, that the General Association of this Slate» 
at their last meeting, passed a resolotion, eordUUly aj^oving of Ms 
misgumary operation* of the Maee, 8* 8. Society, in the destitute parte 
of our country. So that the way is now fally opened for oor schools 
and churches to aid the Missouri Union in making that great Slate vsr- 
dant as the garden of God. 

It is expected that a clergyman in this State, — ^who has the subject 
under consideration, — will go to Missouri this autumn, to labor as a 
Sabbath school missionary, under the direction of the Board of that 
Union, — in exercising a pastoral care over the Sabbath schools already, 
established and in organizing new ones throughout the State where it 
is practicable and expedient. This agent will fully understand the 
plans and operations of the Mass. S. S. Society, and though stationed in 
Missouri, he will be able, in various ways, and especially by frequent 
communications for the Sabbath School Visiter, to do much in promot- 
ing the cause in our own State. Through these communications we 
shall be made familiar with the wants and all the circumstances of the 
field of our labor; and with the results which follow our contributions. 
^This agent will be able, also, judiciously to appropriate the donationa. 
of books which our schools are continually making for destitute schools 
at the West, and see that these donations are property acknowledged. 

Our aid is needed, not only in sustaining an agent, but also in en- 
larging the Depository at St Louis, and especially in furnishing a supply 
of the publications of this Society, (or which there is already a consid- 
erable and increasing demand in that section of the country. Should 
the churches enable the Society to make a donatran to that Depository, 
the money obtained from the sales of these books would be constantly 
employed in furniAhing new supplies of the Society's publications, — so 
that it would be a sort of permanent capital for the use of that Depository* 
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ffVoM caweiMtioM willi nrinistora tad other frievds of the eavee w- 
tamMtj, on thk Miliieflt, we eve eoaiileot tliac Ibki plan of aiding Ifii- 
ioiiri will be very popalar with the chorehee. Its economy will enmre 
Imt it ftfoi; The eharehee with to aid the eanee of Sabbath aeheols at 
Ae Wert; ead bjthe plan here proposed, — threogfa thie Society, — ^they 
eaB noder eeeh aid le aay eiteat tiiey ehoeoe, mtkmti any expense tf 
agency in raising the money. And sorely soch an eipense, — ^where it 
tm be dis p enaed with,-^-is weilfli aaviag, and oeght to be saved. The 
eiiii w p o ad i a g seorelary ef this Society, in his aseal visits, and withoat 
mif •ddttiewat eipease to the Society, or any one else, can invite the 
oontribations of the schools and chorches, jast as well as to. have an 
•jgeriteoipleyed foe this okjeet alone; so that every farthing eoatrihated 
will be empk^fed fbr the ezprees object for which it is designed. The 
Haas. S. 8. Society wiO etill be able to carry forward its operatlona, — 
■otwillMlandtag Aey are enlarged and its eipenses considerable increas- 
ed,*-aa It Ims dene h e i^ e t e f ote, withoot aoliciting ether aid IWmb liie 
charches than the volontary life-memberships they may be disposed te 
nise, and their oonlinned liberil patronage of its poblications. 

We wM now only add, that aH contribntions made by the eharehea 
or eehools Ibr Mi8S0Qri,'-«ilher through the eorrespondiag seorelary, or 
hi «ny ether way, — ^will be oaf efoHy acknowledged in the Visiter, and 
iuthfally appropriated to the promotion of Sabbath schools in that State. 



Hjr Bttpfirai* 

We wish to call iie special attention of the members of Maternal As- 
sociations to this little bootc, recently published by the Mass. S. S. Society. 
It is taken from the " Baptized Child, by Rev. Nehemiah Adams,*' and 
it is pablished in its present cheap, attractive form for the purpose of se- 
enring for it a more extensive pemsal among the children of the church. 
It is addressed particularly to a baptized <Mld and youth, and is exceed- 
ingly practical. We see not how any cfaHd or yonth,on whom has been 
set the seal of the everlasting covenant, — unless avvfnily hardened, — 
can read these pages withoat solemn reflections. It is just such a book 
as we should be glad to put into the hands of all those who have been 
dedicated to God in the holy ordinance of baptism. 

The suggestion that we would mtlke to the members of Matenud 
Associatrans, is, that they make the duties and obligations of baptized 
children the lesson for a quarterly meeting, and if possible secure die 
attendance and akl of their pastor; and then, at the close of tha meeting, 
present each child and youth with one of these little books. The pray- 
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en and iostractioni to which they will listen in reference to thii snbjeet» 
will arrest the attention of the children and secure an attentive perasal 
of the book, — and the pemsal will revive and deepen the impreesione 
made by the prayers and iastrnctions. 

The expense incident to the adoption of thif suggestion will be bvt 
smaU, while the resnlts to be anticipated will be most happy. The 
beoks, in paper, can be obtained at 8 cents each. 



Clurtotia»'8 Sbleld. 

A Christian, while on a visit to her minister, complained of 
spiritoal conflicts. She saki, it seemed as thongh Satan was casting at 
her all his darts. The minister's little son, about six years old, bea^ 
ing her accoont of the dreadfol enemy that had attacked her, ran and 
got his Child^t Pilgrim*t ProgreUt and, turning to the picture where 
Apollyon*8 6ery darts are all falling harmless at the feet of Christiao, 
broken by his shield, he held the book up to her, in the simplicity of his 
young heart, sopposing she might ose the shield to defend herself m the 
same manner from the cruel darts of Satan ! 



Tile SablMifl& Selnool IJbrarj. 

This is the title given to the 18mo. publications of the Mass. S. S. So- 
ciety, as they have just been prepared in td* , tnih uniform Innding. 
The expense of this Library, — embracing one hundred and tweuty-sevcD 
volumes, of from 72 to about 860 pages eacb,<v-with a case and ^itf 
oatalbgnes, is only thirtt-thrkb soiiLars. 

This is truly a beautiful set of books, and it will sustain a comparisen, 
» matter, style or cheapness, with any set of Sabbath school books ip 
the country. 



Hotiees of Hew PuMleatlons by tlie Soeletjr. 

ThS WxtTMIlttTXB AttXMBLT*! ShOBTXB CATXCRItM, WITH BZn.AHATOBr 

icoTKt AHD tBLXOT FBoori.^ — Tliis invBluable compend of biblical truth, in its 
prMent fonn, will, we doubt not, find an eztenaive circulation in tbe IkmlUes 
and Sabbatb iclioola throughout New England. 

NKW EDITIONS. 

NswcoMB't BcBirruBB Quxtrioift ; for the uie of Sabbath schooii and BiUe 
elaMes. Vol. II. On the Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians. Stereotype edition, 
—-price reduced to 194 cents. This book has been very thcwoaghly revised, and 
it is believed much improved. It has also been '* reduced from 161 to 106 pages 
by condensing the form of the questions, but without omitting any material 
thought contained in ttie first edition ; while the first series has been added m 
ten or twelve lessons.'* 

An Epitome of the Evidences of Christianity. By Rev. Cyrus Mana^— Memoir 
of President Davies^— The Happy Merchant. 
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FoTDished for this work by Loavell Mason, Professor in the 

Boston Academy of JUusic. 



HYMN. <«The sweet birds are sinking:." 




1. The sweet birds 
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sprin^ng J Then why should not we 7 From gay dreams awaking, Ere the 
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stars fade a-way, We'll join the bright songsters To welcome the day. 
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2. — The roses are coming, 
And the flower-loving bee 
God's praises is humming, 
Then why should not we ? 
Oh yes ! we will praise him. 
Our Guardian and Guide, 
While sweet flowers we gather 
Upon the hill-side. 

3. — All nature is praising, 
Both the earth and the sea 
Their chorus is raising, 
Then why should not we? 
The praises of children 
Our Father will hear ; 
When pure incense is rising 
The Savior is near. 
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Tike Sablmtb School Teacher. 

" Oo work to*day in my vineyard.'* 

Lo here, on consecrated ground, I stand. 
Brought hither. Saviour, by thy guiding hand. 
What wilt thou ha?e me do ? I humbly ask, — 
Impart thy strengthening grace, — assign my task, — 
O teach me aU thy will, and guide me on, 
And I will labor here till life is done. 

Around me, living, growing plants I see, 
All newly set, — yet scions of that tree 
Which ever was, and is, and is to be. 
Whose shade majestic shelters worlds afar, — 
Whose amaranthine leaves for healing are, — 
Whose richly bending fruit invites the taste 
Of gathering nations to the free repast 

And thou hast placed me here, this twig to bend, 

And teach its shooting branch toward heaven ascend ; 

To foster it, and guard with closest care 

Each opening leaf^-— each bud and blossom fair ; 

To dig around the root, — to cure each ill, — 

To prune the untimely branch, — to train it well 

. And wilt thou help me, Lord ? For help 1 cry, 
Aright to culture it, — each want supply; 
Enriching soil from heavenly fields to bring. 
And choicest water from salvation's spring ; — 
Nor would I lay me down in ease and sloth. 
But earnest, careful, active, — watch it» grotdh, 
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O wilt thou make its tender root to live, — 
Its trunk to flourish, — every bough to thrive, — 
Its verdant foliage ever spreading grow, — 
And each young bud and flower irradiate glow. 
And when on every branch in fulness rare. 
Rich clustering fruit is hanging, fresh and fair, — 
Then may I bear it up to worlds unknown. 
Anew to plant it near my Saviour's throne, — 
There, watered by the living streams of heaven. 
Shall lasting greenness to its leaf be given, — 
And while thy rich, rewarding crown I wear, 
Fain would I bow beneath the humblest there, 
To bless the hand that blessed it 'neath my care. 
August, 1839. J. F. N. 



Acting trook principle. 

LETTER FROM THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

One truth, ray dear young friends, I wish to have 
deeply impressed upon your minds, to wit, that the work 
of converting the world is a great work. There are 
thought to be at least five hundred millions who are 
unevangelized. They are the slaves of sin. They are 
opposed to the truth. Their hearts are hard. Their 
minds are dark. They will not readily embrace the 
truth. Satan will oppose every attempt to enlighten 
and save them. The contest, therefore, between light 
and darkness will be long and severe. You, my young 
friends, may expect to engage in this contest as long as 
you live. 1 greatly wish, therefore, that you would learn 
to act from principle. I wish you to acquire the habit of 
laboring — of giving for God, as you acquire the habit of 
praying, and reading the Bible, and remembering the 
Sabbath day. This alone will make you happy. This 
will save you from a covetous spirit. This will make 
giving a delight. This will enable you to increase your 
benefactions, and hold on till the old age of life. And 
this alone will enable those, who are laboring diligently 
for the heathen, to go on and enlarge their plans, — to 
multiply the means of doing good to the perishing na- 



1839.] 8ABBATH SCHOOL TI8ITS1L 219 



tions. O what a change will be visible when a genera- 
tion stands up and acts for God on principle! Now, 
many give from the impulse of the moment, — give when 
they are in good humor, — act from caprice, — and live 
and give, hoping that the work is nearly done. This 
causes the work of converting the world to move on 
tardily, — puts off to an indefinite period, the coming of 
Christ's kingdom. 

My dear friends, be wholly for Christ. Glorify him. 
Cspouse his thrice blessed cause. Love to labor for 
him. Pray much. Beseech him to let his kingdom 
come. Labor to build up that kingdoms Acquire the 
habit of laboring habitually for him who died for you. 
Think often of the poor heathen. Pity their souls. 
Pray daily for them. Be willing, if it be the will of God, 
to go and tell them of Jesus and redemption through 
his blood. Then shall you be saved from blood guilti- 
ness. Then shall you give up your account with joy 
and not with grief. The Lord grant this, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. J. S. Green. 

WaiMu, Mv. 14, 1838. 



Tbe Bible. [Continued from page 197.] 

OBLIGATIONS TO GIVS IT TO TH£ DESTITUTE. 

Every Christian man prizes the Bible for himself. 
He would not part with it, and live without it, for all 
the world could give him. The solar system, and the 
stars of the milky way, would be too small a price to 
purchase from him irrecoverably his Bible. Many in 
Christian lands, who are not Christians by an experi- 
mental acquaintance with religion, yet assign the Bible 
a high place among the gifts of God to them. They 
allow that it is the richest blessing which enters into 
their lot. And yet, as it may seem, many who profess 
to regard the Bible as their own richest inheritance, are 
still very little concerned that it should be possessed by 
those who have it not. They walk along amidst their 
own privileges, unmindful of those who are perishing 
for lack of knowledge. 
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It has been related of a British subject of some dis- 
tinction, that, for some misdemeanor he was cast into 
prison, and condemned to death. Friends interested 
themselves, and procured from the royal clemency a 
pardon ; which was committed to the proper officer to 
be forwarded. The officer, unfriendly to the prisoner, 
retained the pardon in his own hands, till the time ap- 
pointed was past, and the unhappy victim was executed. 
Who does not feel his indignation moved towards that 
unfaithful officer? The Bible is an offer of pardon irom 
the clemency of Heaven, sent down for condemned and 
perishing sinners, while yet they are prisoners of hope. 
Whoever receives it is bound to communicate the 
knowledge of it to his fellow-prisoners, far and near, 
that they, with himself, may partake the benefit. Every 
one into whose hands it falls, is, from this very fact, 
commissioned to publish it. It is made his duty. He is 
appointed to the office of publishing it. " Let him that 
heareth, say. Come!" A responsibility is upon him, 
from which he can never be free. Suppose, then, he 
fail in his duty. Suppose he let the pardon lie by him, 
till the poor brother for whom it was designed, dies 
without having heard of it. Is he guiltless ? The British 
sheriff was guilty of a fearful crime. Is it less to hold 
back the knowledge of heaven's pardon from those for 
whom it was intended, till the day of mercy with them is 
for ever past? 

Queen Elizabeth gave to the Earl of Essex, a favorite, 
a RING, assuring him that into whatever disgrace he 
might fall, or whatever prejudices she might herself be 
induced to entertain against him, yet if he sent her that 
ring, she would immediately, upon the sight of it, recall 
her former tenderness. Difficulties at length arose, and 
he was imprisoned in the tower. He sent the ring to 
his mistress, and wondered that he did not receive from 
her some favorable regard. The ring had been stopped 
on the way. The queen, not receiving it, supposed him 
obstinate, and, signing the death-warrant, the Earl was 
executed. Was no wrong done him? Who would be 
willing to take the responsibility of stopping the ring? 
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The individual who did it, the countess of Nottingham, 
when she came to die, was overwhelmed with remorse. 
She sent for the queen, and disclosed to her the fact. 
The queen, bursting into a furious passion, shook the 
dying countess in her bed, crying to her, that God migkt 
pardon her^ biU she never could. 

The Bible is much more than that ring. It is the 
token of love from God to his creatures. Into whatever 
difficulties they may fall, if they present to him this, in 
humble reliance on the grace it reveals, he assures them 
of his compassion, and the return of his favor. He will 
remember them in mercy: He will save them. Who will 
not fear to have this token of Heaven's love stop on its 
way in his hands ? Who will not hasten it to its destina- 
tion, that every creature may know his privileges, and, 
by the use of them, obtain eternal life? Neglect may 
bring guilt, which it will be difficult to forgive. It may 
fill the soul with anguish, when it will be too late to 
rectify the evil. 

[To be concluded.] 



Conitflelfl to Sabbatlft School Teachers. 

The following counsels are from the pen of a distinguished divine, 
and are deserving the careful consideration of every teacher. 

1 . Let your minds be solemnly impressed with a sense 
of the impoi'tance of giving instruction to the young. 
Their mmds are gradually formed by what is communi- 
cated to them; and every important truth conveyed to 
their understanding will not be without some good effect. 
If it produces no positive good, it may prevent some evil. 
Consider, also, that these young minds are forming for 
eternity. Your aim should be to bring them to Christ, 
to be effectually taught by him. Endeavor to rescue 
these young immortals from the power of sin and Satan. 
How great will be your joy hereafter, if you should be 
the instrument of saving a soul from death! 

2. Keep in your minds a lively sense of your depend- 
ence on divine assistance to perform your duty aright. 
Think not that it is an easy thing to teach children. 
Much depends upon the temper of your own minds. 

VOL. VII. 19* 
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Giood instruction is often lost, because it is not commu-^ 
nicated with proper looks and tones. Tour manner 
must be not only grave but affectionate ; and if you can 
speak with that tenderness which the Spirit of God in- 
spires, then you will be likely to reach the hearts of 
your pupils. 

3. Be fervent in prayer, therefore, for the divine 
blessing. Ask' for a divine influence to imbue yoiir own 
Boul with pious and compassionate sentiments, and ask 
for the same divine influence to descend on your pupils. 
Commend them to God, at a throne of grace, daily. 
Plead for them, individually, and by name; and wrestle 
with God for their salvation. 

4. Cherish a sincere love for those committed to your 
care. Take heed that you do not despise these little 
ones, on account of poverty, imbecility, or bodily de- 
formity, if any of them should happen to be unfortunate 
in these respects. Feel as if God had given you these 
children for your charges, and that he will require them 
at your hands. Love your scholars, and you will de- 
light in your work. 

5. You must labor to raise the aflections of your pu- 
pils. This can be eflected without flattery or improper 
indulgence, by uniform benignity on your part. Chil- 
dren are quick in discerning the feelings of ottiers to- 
wards them. If you really love them, and earnestly 
seek their welfare, in time and eternity, they will appre- 
ciate and reciprocate your kindness. 

6. Be conscientiously diligent in preparing yourself 
for your work. This preparation is general or particu- 
lar. The first will consist in whatever has a tendency 
to improve your own minds, and sanctify your hearts. 
It is a duty of solemn obligation, independently of this 
ofiice; but be assured, the more knowledge you acquire, 
the more piety you possess, the better ^ our passions and 
feelings are disciplined, the more guarded your conver- 
sation, and the more consistent your behaviour, the better 
will you succeed as teachers. But as there are certain 
portions of holy Scripture prescribed, as lessons for each 
day, it will be incumbent on you diligently to study these 
lessons, with all the helps which you can obtain ; so that 
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jou may be qualified to give sound instructions to your 
pupils. Do not think of serving God with that '* which 
costs you nothing;" nor bring ** unbeaten oil into the 
sanctuary." 

7. Be punctual in your attendance. Let the reason 
which causes your seat to be vacant, be one that, while 
it satisfies your own conscience, will be sustained by all 
judicious minds. And be exact in coming at the proper 
time. Tardy teachers make tardy scholars. Your ex- 
ample in this matter will be valuable. Be also regular 
in attending the teachers' meetings; and let not pride 
or diffidence prevent you from answering such questions 
as may be proposed. A. 

[To be continued.] 



Tl&« Aflbetlonate Xiittle fMkolmr* 

Dear Children, — I have lived many years in the 
world, have passed through many changes, and occupied 
many stations; but in none have I been happier than 
when surrounded by a group of fifty merry-hearted little 
ones, who, with lisping tongues gave me the appellation 
of chool mistess. 

Though I no longer bear that title, I love little chil* 
dren as dearly as ever, and love still to instruct and 
amuse them. As I know that the young readers of the 
Visiter are fond of stories, I wish to tell them about an 
affectionate little scholar whom I once had under my 
care. 

My school was in a pleasant town in the country, and 
the schoolhouse was situated at the corner.of a pleasant 
grove, where four roads met, so that on approaching the 
house, I might see, from each of these paths, the bound- 
ing steps and sparkling eyes of my pupils as they greeted 
me with a cheerful good morning, and welcomed me 
with a boquet of the sweetest roses their gardens pro- 
duced. Among these merry faces none appeared happier 
than little Marcus. He was a sweet boy of four or five 
years, whose padding footsteps had never before trodden 
the winding path to- school. When he commenced, he 
could not so much as repeat the alphabet; but he was 
fond of his book, and soon became master of some won* 
derful syllables. 
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So fond was he of his lessons, that sometimes after 
his accustomed exercise, he would return to me and re- 
quest the privilege of reading again. So docile was his 
temper, that I never once had occasion to reprove him. 
It was always sufficient that he knew what would please 
his teacher, and with the sweetest smile I ever saw, it 
was done. Near the close of my term I prepared some 
little presents for my pupils, and when among others, 
Marcus received a token of my affection, he stepped out 
of his seat and with a bow lisped, I tank ou, ma^am, and 
still continued standing and gazing up in my face with a 
wishful look. I paused a moment to read his speaking 
eye; when he added, Iteant to iiss oti. Such tanks and 
such tisses were too much for my full heart ; and as I 
parted from him, I felt my affections twining around 
him with the fondness almost of maternal love. 

Several years have now passed away, and he has 
grown to manhood ; but 1 am confident that noble feeling 
of gratitude which sprang up in the bosom of that little 
one, and prompted him by a tiss and a tank, to make all 
the returns in his power, will expand and flow out into a 
wider channel, and fill his soul with gratitude, not only 
to bis fellow-beings, but I trust, also, to his heavenly 
Father for the innumerable mercies received from hink 

And now, dear children, would you wish to be like 
this grateful and affectionate little boy, — always be docile 
and obedient. Show your parents and your teachers 
that you love them, by loving to obey them, and you will 
not only receive their approbation, but will secure their 
warmest affection and interest so long as you live. 

A lover of little children. U. M. D. 



«I Grew the Rett." 

A boy in this city, three years of age, was asked, 
who made him. With his little hand, a foot from the 
floor, he artlessly replied, ** God made me a little baby 
80 high, and I grew the rest.** 

Moral. — Mankind are too apt to attribute their ac- 
quirements in learning, wealth and influence, to them- 
selves, and to overlook the Unseen Hand to which they 
are indebted for all their powers, opportunities and at- 
tainments. — Hartford Obs. 
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"And lie brought him to Jesiui*" 

" When Moses liAed up the serpent in the wilderness, 
all the wounded were to obtain cure by looking. But 
children were bitten, as well as men and women. Had 
we been there, we should have seen many a father lead- 
ing along his little daughter to a place of vision ; and 
many a mother, pressing near with her infant son in her 
arms, and pointing his eyes to catch the shining remedy. 
So has the Son of man been lifted up, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life, — ^and the young need him; and the sooner they are 
brought to him the better. The sooner will they be pre- 
vented from injuring society : the sooner will they enter 
on a course of usefulness, during which they will scatter 
a thousand blessings. If we do good to an old man, it 
is all-important to himself; but then it goes off with him. 
Whereas, the good communicated to a child, is not only 
valuable personally but relatively. It descends from 
him, and is spread by him, as he rises up and multiplies 
in life; and the result of the whole cannot be estimated. 

And if we bring them to him, he will not reject or 

despise them. 

' A flower, when offered in the bud. 
Is no vain sacrifice.* 

Another flower thus offered, can never arrive at perfec- 
tion. It must wither and die. But this flower shall live 
and blossom as a rose. The Redeemer will put it into 
his bosom; and the fragrance shall spread through the 
church below, and the temple above." Jat. 



Children's Hymn. 

Saviour, may we come to thee, 
Little ones although we be ? 
Wilt thou make e'en babes thy care, 
Listening to the lisping prayer? 

Does thy kind voice bid us come ? 
Can thy dear arms give us room ? 
Witt thou lead us, lest we stray ? 
Wilt thou shield us all the way ? 
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Then, blest Jesus, on thy breast, 
We would early seek our rest ; 
There in danger and in grief^ 
Look for refuge and relief! 

Let thy grace our hearts renew, 
Teach us, Lord, thy will to do ; 
May we learn, if nought beside. 
His dear name for us who died. 



ConVerMitioii about Ote Creation.* 

Father B., well known in Vermont, was once asked by an old 
lady to explain to her one of the difficult chapters in Romans. 
** Will you have the goodness to read it to me," said he. She 
read the first verse. ^How is that? Will you read it once 
more ?" She did so. ** Well, I think it means very much as 
it says. Do not you ?" The woman assented, and proceeded 
to the next verse, which was explained in the same manner: 
and 60 on to the end of the chapter. 

Miss Grosvenor was very much of the same opinion in re- 
gard to the first chapter of Genesis. She had heard of theories, 
geological and philological, built upon it, had read commen- 
taries that shed quite as much darkness as light, and had come 
to the conclusion that, afler all, it was the easiest way to take 
it very much as it said, — to consider it no more learned or ab- 
struse, — and, like the Jews to whom it was first given, receive 
it in all simplicity. Others may dive who have a bell to their 
minds, said she, but while there are so many pearls on the 
very surface, I shall not ^o beyond my own depth. 

Such was her conclusion, as she seated herself with three 
promising Sabbath school children, one Friday forenoon, to 
help them get the lesson for the coming Sabbath. The two 
boys had just had new Bibles given them for their own, and 
were, of course, much pleased to study them. Miss G. thr^w 
her soul into the business; all seemed wide awake, and 
thoughts came flashing from the eyes, and playing on the lips, 
of those gathered around the table. She had asked, what was 
meant by in the htgrnniixg, by createdj and how many heaveru 
God made; and she had turned them to texts, which she 
heard them read, to prove that the home of the angels was one 
of them ; she had smiled pleasantly on Greorge, the youngest 
of the group, when he expressed his surprise, that the birds 
flew in one of the heavens; and she was trying to make them 
all comprehend how much the Jews understood by heaven 
and earth, which Daniel, not much relishing, put an end to, 
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by taking upon himself the business of asking questions. 
" What is meant by the earth's being without form, and void ?** 
was his question. Miss Grosvenor described as well as she 
could the confusion, irregularity, and emptiness of the earth 
in this stage of its being, when the questioner said, ^*If I 
should not have liked to have been a little bird then !'' 

^ Ah," said Emily, the eldest of the three, with great com- 
placency at her superior sagacity, "where would you have 
rested your wings?" "Where? why in the air, just as birds 
do now." 

"Ah, but the air was not made," said the young lady, witb 
the same air of self-satisfaction. The boy was nonplussed. 
George, who was playfully called the little thinker, by all the- 
family, had been knitting bis brow over the chapter, while tbia 
discussion had been proceeding, and now addressed his elder 
brother with the simple question, "Suppose you had some air 
to rest on, what could you have seen ?" " Why the earth, one 
big ocean, just as Miss G. says, all stirred up by the Spirit of 
God moving on it." 

"You would; would you? What would you have seen, 
with ?" " Why, eyes, to be sure ; do not birds have eyes ?" 

"Yes," said the little fellow, beginning to chuckle, "but not 
eyes to see in tbe dark ; and it says, ' darkness rested on tho- 
face of the deep.'" Daniel looked first in his Bible, and thea 
to his teacher, as if to ask her to help him out. She only said, 
" George is right ; there was no sun or moon, not even a soli- 
tary star. There was not even a pine-knot to make a blaze of, 
if you could have found a flint and steel to strike fire with.**' 
"How dark it must have been!" said Greorge, "darker than a 
closet, for a bit of light comes in through the key-hole and 
cracks, and after we have stayed there some time, we can see 
A little. Then we never could have come out of it; it was dark 
all around." "Yes," said Emily, "something as father said it 
was the other night, between the flashes of lightning, you 
could almost feel the darkness." 

Miss G. here called on Emily to read the next verse. Daniel- 
exclaimed, on hearing it, "O, good." "Did it not dazzlo their 
eyes .^" inquired George. " Whose eyes ?" asked Daniel. "O' 
I forgot, there was not any body there." " But if there bad 
been an eagle," said Emily, "he would have drawn that third 
eyelid father told us about the other day, over his eyes very 
quick." Miss G. now asked them, if all the men in the world 
should get together, could they make light to come in the 
midst of darkness ? " Yes," said one of the boys. " with a coal 
and some shavings, or with a lucifer match." "But not," in- 
terrupted the other, " as God did. He just said, * Let there be 
light,' and it came. All the men saying so as loud as the can 
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non training-day, or the thunder that struck Mr. Sawyer's bam, 
would not make one single spark. It came right out of dark- 
ness, did it not, mother, — Miss Grosvenor, I mean ?" " Yes,'' 
said Miss G., " God commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness." 

After dwelling on God's power in the creation of light as 
long as she could, without a flagging of the interest of her pu- 
pils, George read, ' And God saw the light, that it was good.' 
" I guess we should have seen it to be good, too," said Daniel. 
How there could be day, without the sun to go down, or any 
moon or stars, both teacher and pupils all agreed they did not 
know, and Daniel wished again he could have been even a fish 
in the ocean, so as to have seen how it was. E. C. 



A Aylng Missionary's T'leiv;s of Sabbmth Schools. 

Mr. Parsons, late missionary to Palestine, when on his dying bed, in 
1821 , thas expresses his views nfSabbath schools, in a letter to his father. 

** Your exertions, my father, for Sabbath schools give me 
great pleasure. How many children will bless you, years 
hence, when departing from the world to their final Judge. 

I wish you, my father, to iremember me to all Sabbath school 
teachers you may see in your missions. Greatly encourage 
them in their work. Their reward will be more precious than 
gold. The thanks of one dying pupil will be a compensation 
of more value than the world. 

Satan well knows that this system is taking deep hold of his 
kingdom, and for this reason he will discourage teachers, tell 
them that children are not better, but rather worse. He will 
tell children that it is not honorable, it is a shame to be seen 
studying the Bible. This is very natural; for Satan knows 
that he cannot erase impressions made in childhood. He 
knows the divine power of the word of God. He knows his 
weakness, when a passage of Scripture takes hold of the mind. 

O, my father, I am quite sure that this system, conducted 
with piety, is to be the grand instrument of converting the 
world. It is silent : nearly connected with revivals. Men of 
the world do not see its tendency. God only knows the ex- 
tent of its influence. The more silence in these schools, 
perhaps the better. The less said, the more done. The less 
noise, deeper the impression. One passage fixed in the heart, 
is better than many in the head. I have thought that if the in- 
structor would often repeat the passage after the child, without 
any observation, the effect would be salutary; as when the 
child says, " God is angry with the wicked every day ;" the 
instructor may say slowly, " Chd is angry mth the wicked every 
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^ Parade about religion is full of miscbief. The adversary 
ean thus undo in one day the labor of months. God AJmighty 
destroy his cruel kingdom.'' 



D«llMqia«U«ies Qit T«ttekers. 

It was once snggested to as, by one whose opinion we very higUy^ 
respect, that the pablieation of the delinqnencies and fanlta of teachen 
was i»jarioos,>-that it lessened the scholars* respect for (heir teach- 
ers and their confidence in them. Bat we have always sapposed, 
that the inflaence of incidents, for example, like the following, wooM 
be highly beneficial to teachers, popils and parents. And onr oft-re> 
peated inqairies, since the above suggestion, among ministers, teachers 
and all classes of the friends of Sabbath schools, has elicited no opinion' 
on this subject contrary to onr own. How can an nnfakhfal teacher 
read, in these incidents, a history of his own delinqaeocy, withoot being 
reproved and prompted to'duty? How can the perusal of these and 
similar incidents, diminish a pupil's or a parent's respect for ti faithful 
teacher, — one concerning whom such facts do not exist? And the only 
eflfect they will have on the faithfol teacher himself, will be to encour- 
age him to continued fidelity. We trust sucli will be the effect of the 
following incidents. 

In the town of S , a little girl connected with the 

Sabbath school, was taken sick and died. During her 
illness she was visited by a pious friend who, in the 
course of her conversation inquired, if she had a good 
teacher. She hesitatingly replied, **Why, — ^yes, — she 
hears our recitations correctly, — but," she continued, 
her eyes at the same time filling with tears, indicating 
the sincerity and the depth of her feelings, **hut she 
never Ulls me any thing about the Saviour, and the way to- 
heaven!'* F. 

ANOTMVA XZAMPLV. 

Conversing one day with a youth, — a member of one 
of our Sabbath schools, who was deeply impressed with a 
sense of his lost and undone state as a sinner, — I asked > 
him if he could tell me what, to his own mind, seemed 
the difficulties which kept him from the Saviour? Af\er 
a pause, he sobbed out, '*I feel as though I want to 
become a Christian, and I don't know how to begin." 
After holding out to him the encouragementa the gospel 

VOL. VII. 20 
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presents, and endeavoring to lead him to the Saviour, I 
asked him if he had conversed with any of our friends on 
the subject. He replied that he had but very little, and 
that he felt a diffidence in introducing the subject him- 
self, and added with deep emotion, ** One thing has tried 
me much, my Sabbath school teacher has never said one 
word to me on the subject of personal religion." 

That youth was soon afler converted, and has become 
an humble, active Christian, But had his conversion 
depended on the faithfulness of his teacher, might he not 
have lived and died in impenitence, and met his teacher 
at the judgment to reproach him for his unfaithfulness? 
Sabbath school teachers! how could you bear to meet on 
the left hand one who could say to you, ''^I was under 
your instruction in yonder world, but you never said one 
word to me uu the subject of personal religion?" If you 
would avoid this painful result, be faithful, O be faithful, 
while you may. " U. M. D. 



SUisex South SabbaUi School Society. 

JDanvers South Sabbath school, soperiotended hj Mr. Wm. Walcott, 
nambers 25 teachers, 190 scholars, average attendance, 121; 26 over 
eighteen years of age, and 500 volanies in the library. 

Gloucester, West parish school embraces 12 teachers, an average 
attendance of 60 scholars, 9 over eighteen, and 200 volumes. Nine 
teachers and one scholar have been hopefully converted during the year. 
Mr. £. P. Pulsifer, superintendent. 

The school in Hamilion^ under the superintendence of Mr. E, Annable, 
numbers 18 teachers, 130 scholars, 65 average attendance, 20 over 
eighteen, and 350 volumes. 

Topsfield. This school is superintended by Mr. J. R. Peabody. It 
embraces 28 teachers; whole number of scholars, 175, average attend- 
ance, 125, 46 over eighteen,^and 300 volumes. Four teachers and 34 
scholars have been converted during the year. 

Saugus. — Connected with this school are 8 teachers, 55 scholara, 
average 50, and 100 volumes. " The present state of our school," says 
the superintendent, Mr. J. Dampney, ** is more pleasant and promising 
than -it has been for several years. Our pastor frequently meets the 
school at the time of recitation, makes some general remarks on the 
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lesBon and gives a short address. He also meets the teachers in the 
coarse of the week, hears them recite the lesson for the neit Sabbath, 
and lectores npon it. In short, he takes a kind of general superin-' 
Undence of the school. The pastor, superintendent and teachers have 
ooncladed to take np Newcomb's First Question Book, when we have 
passed through the volume of Union Questions which we are studying. 
We are peculiarly pleased with the publications of the Mass. Sabbath 
School Society." 

BOSTON STREET UNION SABBATH SCHOOL, SALEM. 
This school is superintended by Miss Elizabeth O. N. Mann. Con- 
nected with it are 9 teachers, whole number of scholars, 64, average 46, 
and 175 volumes. Three of the teachers have become pious the past 
year. This school is flourishing. The superintendent speaks of the 
teachers in terms of commendation, excepting that there is a deficiency 
In visiting their scholars. As no child is obliged to attend, by the pa- 
rents, visiting absent scholars is thought to be indispensable to the pros- 
perity of the school. One or two facts, illustrating the importance of 
these visits, are given. 

I called, a few days since, to see one of our scholars 
who was drawing near to the grave. He looked up with 
an expression which I never shall forget, and said, ''My 
teacher has never been to see me!" I felt that this was 
a solemn admonition to all teachers to be more faithful 
in this duty, that they may never have the unhappiness 
to hear from the dying lips of their scholars, " My teach- 
er has never been to see me." 

This little boy has been connected with the school six 
years, and has always been noted for his good behaviour 
and punctual attendance. 

There is another boy thirteen years of age, who has 
been connected with the school eight years; and who has 
been remarkable for his punctual attendance and good 
lessons. This boy has recently been persuaded to leave 
this school and join one connected with a Unitarian so- 
ciety of which his parents are members. The second 
Sabbath afler he became connected with that school, he 
was absent from town and consequently from the school. 
His teacher, — always on the alert to find out her absent 
scholars, — would not allow herself to return to her own 
dwelling, until she had called to ascertain the reason of 



eABKATH SCHOOL TISITKR. [Oct 

this scholar's absence. When the boy returned home, 
his mother said to Iiim, ''A — , your teacher has been 
here to see why you were not at the Sabbath school." 
He stopped a moment, as if astonished, and then said, 
''Why, mother, I think that must be one of the best 
Sabbath schools and the best teacher in the world, or 
she would not have thought of coming to see me so soon; 
for I have been to the other school eight year$, and my 
teacher never visited me once!" 

I mention these cases not to censure teachers, but 
merely to show that their visits are, in most instances, 
well received and that they may prove the means of a 
blessing, not only to their respective classes, but also to 
others with whom they are connected. 

A PROFANS FATHSR BEPBOVSI>« 

One good which has resulted from our school is this; 
it has been the means of breaking many of the practice 
of using profane language. A little girl, whose parents 
are both profane, was heard, a short time since, to re- 
prove her father for swearing, '' Father," said she, '' do 
you not know that the Bible says that God will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh bis name in vain?" ''Where 
do you learn such stuff as that ?" said her father. The 
child answered, "I learn it at Sabbath school." And 
were it not for this Sabbaih school, this little child would 
not have been taught this truth ; for her parents neither 
enter the house of God themselves nor suffer their child 
to enter. 

All the above schools oontinae throngh the winter, aad most of them 
observe the monthly concert, bold teachers* meetings and take eoHeo- 
tions for benevolent parposea. 

The reports from the Howard street school, Salem, and Sandy Bay, 
must be deferred till next month. 



It is estimated that there are, in the United States, 3,500,000 
children, between the ages of four and sixteen years, and that 
600,000 of the number do not enjoy a common school education. 

"Health is the poor man's capital, from which be can draw 
twenty, thirty, or even forty years, and the income is sure," 
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Tliii ia the tills of an English book wlilch ibe SocJetj is now repriaU 
iOf. Il will contain tnentj-one handsooie oagraviagg. The sbofe 
nipreKDlnlion of a Jewish vineyard RccoiiipaDies the parable in Hut 
21: S3^44. We give a abort extract rtom the prBclical remarks wbieb 
rollon the ciplanatioD of the 43d verse. 

Now, iny youthful readers, I dure say you think ihal the Jews, 
with llieir rulers, acted very foolliihly, end that God putiished 
thetn no more than they ilEserved. But let me remind you, 
tbat you have even nioie end gi-euier advaoteges than they had ; 
and, if you do not render the (ruits in their eeason, God can aa 
eaaily take away your opportunities of religious instruction aa 
he did theirs. You may become sick or lame, and uiialile to 
go out of the house. Youi' |>ious parents or teachers may be 
removed hy death, and you uiay he left with no one to care for 
your souls. Or you may remove to some distant place, where 
you wilt hear nothing alinut the way of salvation. Perhaps 
you are accustomed to trifle with instruction, or to think, " what 
a wearineNS is it!" But would you trifle, if you were sure that 
yoti were hearing the {oaf sermon you should ever hear.' if you 
knew that your affectionate purtuls were addressing you for the 
Ziultime.' Yet you can never be sure that such i; " "' 
Nay, even now, white you a .- -i ■ <■... 

be the lasl lime jonr a" 

VOL. VII. 
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Faets rma^ftUn^ Imtutt Baptism* 

The pastor of the Congregational church in , N.H., has 

collected the following facts respecting the influence of infant 
baptism in his town. 

There are three churches in , a Congregational, a Baptist, 

and a small Methodist The latter is of recent origin ; the two 
former were established about sixty years ago. These two 
societies have embraced about an equal proportion of the in- 
habitants and enjoyed about equal external privileges. During 
the last sixteen years, not more than ont-ffUi of the children in 
town have been baptized in infancy $ and yet ^houx fow-Jifths 
of all the additions to the Congregational church, and at least 
ont-Hwrd of all the additions to the other two churches, — in- 
cluding some of the most prominent members, — have been 
from among those one-fifth who had received the seal of the 
covenant in infiincy. And only ihrtt have been admitted to the 
Congregational church who were educated in families belong- 
ing to the other churches. So that the Congregational church 
has obtained four-fifths of all her own members and furnished 
one-third of all the members of the other two churches, firom 
her own children, — those who have been dedicated to God in 
the ordinance of baptism. 

The Congregational church has been peculiarly the mother 
church in New England. A large proportion of all the 
churches, in this section of the country, has sprung up firom 
this parent stock. The early education of the memberB of 
these churches was conducted by this faithful parent And 
the readiness with which those who have been educated thus 
are received into all other churches, and the high estimate 
placed on the acquisition of such members, is quite a tribute 
of praise to the fidelity with which this early training has been 
conducted. As it has been said of New Hampshire, so it may 
be said of the Congregational church, or we would rather 
say, churches of New England, ** They are good churches to 
emigrate from^ i, e., individuals trained in these churches, 
when they emigrate into other churches, are found to rank 
among their most enterprising, intelligent, benevolent and best 
members. 
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Let our clmrcb be encouraged, theD, to dedicate her cbil* 
dren to God and faithfully to train tbem up for his service, for 
her labors will not be lost Should they not enlarge her own 
numbers, or even should they prove unnatural, and strangely 
and ungratefully refuse to acknowledge their obligations to her 
for their early training, still she may have the pleasure of seeing 
them among the brightest ornaments and most valued mem- 
bers of other churches. And if they will only labor faithfully 
for God, — ^though it be not in our ranks, and though we looe 
the credit of our labors, — ^yet we ought to rejoice; yea, and we 
will rejoice. 

A Teacher's Sleetlaff* 

The teacher's meeting is not designed to supersede per9onti 
study of the lesson. Its design is to aid the teachers, — after 
they have thoroughly investigated the lesson by themselves, — 
in settling difficult points, in promoting uniformity of views, so 
as to secure harmony in their instructions, &.c. If the teacher 
leaves his lesson unstudied till he reaches the teacher's meeting, 
he loses almost wholly all mental discipline in its investigation. 
He may, indeed, obtain a correct knowledge of the lesson, by 
this mutual investigation, so as to be able to explain it to his 
class ; but he will not feel half the interest in obtaining that 
knowledge in this way that he would in obtaining it from his 
own personal study and researches. We. are always most in- 
terested in what we learn ourselves. 

A few Sabbaths since, we attended a teacher's meeting con- 
ducted on a plan that cannot fail to be profitable to the teachers 
and happy in its influence on the scholars. This plan, — which 
was suggested by the pastor, and has but recently been adopted, 
« — is this. The lessons are to be so thoroughly studied by each 
teacher at home, that no book, excepting those used by the 
superintendent, is to be brought to the meeting. At the meet- 
ing referred to above, most of the teachers came without a 
Question Book or even a Bible; and never have we heard an- 
swers and proof- texts given more readily or, with more cor- * 
rectness. There was a spirit and almost an enthusiasm mani- 
fested in the exercise. All were interested. 

We need not say a word to show that this plan must be 
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favorable to intellectual iiuprovement, and must greatly aid 
those teachers in communicating instruction to their classes. 
Another great advantage of this plan, is, that it will encourage 
the pupils to make thorough preparation for the Sabbath 
school. The teacher's example in this, as in all other respects, 
is very great. Let the pupils see, by their teacher's perfect 
familiarity with the lesson, and by his interest in it, that he has 
studied and pondered it, and they will be stimulated to do the 
same. An eminent teacher of an academy once told us that, 
for the sake of his example, — ^to show his pupils that he was 
willing to study himself as well as to require it of them, — he 
used to conduct all his recitations without a book. The in- 
fluence of this practice was most happy. We hope no teacher 
will reject the above plan till he has seen it in practice. 



Clfcrlstian liove and Union. 

Every careful reader of the New Testament, must have been 
struck with the variety and impress! veness of the illustrations 
employed to describe the love and union which subsists among 
Christians. 

They are branches of the same vine, — deriving life and nour- 
ishment from the same root. They are shet^ of the same fold, 
— ^pastured and protected by the same great Shepherd. They 
tLte fellow-heirs to the same immortal inheritance. They are 
the bride, — the Lamb's wife. They are the children of the same 
God and Father, — memfters of the same household, — ^yea, mem- 
kers of the same body; — and members one of another, — all 
united in Christ, the common Head. 

The most tender, the most intimate, the most endearing re- 
lations of life and in Mature, are here employed to set forth the 
cneness existing among the disciples of Christ. So perfectl/ 
one are tliey in interests, in aim, in affection and in feeling, 
that *' whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with 
it; or if one member be honored, all the members rejoice with 
it." Where can we look for love so unalloyed ; for sympathy 
so unaffected, as we may reasonably expect to see among the 
^members of Christ's body, of his flesh, and of his bones?" 
Surely, " no man ever yet hated his own flesh." 
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Does sorrow prey upon the heart of a Christian ?-Hsee how 
aoon the tears gush from his brother's eye. Does joy return ? 
-^«ee how soon the smiles chase those tears away. Adversity, 
which often consumes the love of this world, only refines that 
of Christians. Like the precious metal, it never shines more 
brilliantly than in the furnace. There is, indeed, a love which 
has power to melt and mingle into one, hearts never warmed 
by love divine. But such is earth-born, native here below. 
Its praise is often sung, and justly too, in poet's tenderest, 
sweetest, most enrapturing strains. But it can never com- 
pare with love such as warms the Christian's heart This 
friendship is an exotic in the chill and barren wastes of earth. 
It was transplanted by the Saviour's hand, from the paradise of 
heaven. Its beauty, and its power to heal the wounds and 
allay the pains of man, mortals can only/eeZ, not describe. 

Where this love reigns, bow much like heaven it makes the 
abodes of men ! How easy to bear the ills of life, where all 
around help to bear those ills! ** There, every care is divided, 
every sorrow diminished, every joy redoubled, by discovery, 
by sympathy, by communion ; mutual confidence prevails, and 
advice, consolation and succor are reciprocally given and re- 
ceived." If we err, we know that kindness, not reproach, will 
lead us back ; while charity's pure mantle will hide our error 
from the gaze of tliose who would revile. If we fall, a broth- 
er's hand will raise us up. If conscience is weak, every word 
will be a word of tenderness, every look a look of love. The 
Christian will bear with the scruples of a brother, and cheer* 
fully sacrifice a worldly pleasure, rather than give that brother 
pain* Such is Christian love. 



CMeerftalMeMi and IjOB^ tAUb* 

Mr. M , who died a few years since, attained to the eztreoDO age 

of one hundred and three years f 

His oentennial birthday was celebrated with pablic religions serviees. 
A large number of his descendants, — embracing, with himself, repre* 
aentatives from five generations, — assembled at the chnrch where he 
had long been accastomed to worship, and there listened Co a sermon 
and other exercises appropriate to that singnlarly interesting occasioo. 
After they had retnmed to his dwelling, a great-grand-son-in-law, ia 
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eooTereatkin with thu aged patriarch, who still retained a remarkable 
degree of bodily and mental vigor and activity, addressed to him the in- 
qairy ; " What is the secret of living so long ? " The venerable man, with 
a smile playing over his coontenance, replied, ** Always be ckeerful.** 

This incident illostrates the remark oAen made by the learned and the 
wise, that a cheerfoi, contented mind contributes mnch to health and 
length of days. Christians ought to be better able to judge of the cor- 
rectness of this remark, — for ibey are commanded to " rejoice always" 



Ne'vir Hantpsl&lre Sablmtb Sebool UmIoii. 

T%e annual meeting of the New Hampshire Sabbath School Union 
was held on Wednesday the 28th of Aagost, at Lyme, in connection 
with the General Association of that State. 

From the very brief report that was made, it appears that the charches 
in Rockingham Conference report 400 teachers and 3,200 scholars, of 
whom 1,100 are adults, including 700 church members. One l^undred 
and forty from the school have made a profession of religion during the 
year, and 40 more are indulging hope. 

Cheshire county reports 800 teachers, 2,514 scholars, and it is sup- 
posed there are connected with the schools in that county, 3,700 schol- 
ars. Nelson church has been blessed with an addition of thirty-seven 
members, of wliom thirty-six were connected with the Sabbath school. 

In Hillsboro' county, there has been an kicrease of interest. Tn 25 
schools there are 5,152 scholars. 

The report spoke of the great want of a Sabbath school periodical, 
and recommended to the schools and charches, tho Sabbath Scho<d 
Visiter, If this periodical is adapted to the wants of the schools in 
New England, it would be far more economical for the different States 
to patronize this, than to publish others. All the expenses of editing 
and the composition, — the most expensive part of tlie printing, — peuld 
be saved to these States. 

In Lyme, there are fourteen school districts, and a Sabbath school in 
each district. The scholars of the fourteen schools, with their teachers, 
were assembled, — a*most interesting congregation, — in the body of the 
house, where they were addressed by Rev* Mr. Marsh, and the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Mass. S. S. Society. Such was the interest 
manifested by all, in this exercise, that one clergyman said at the close, 
« I was at first very much opposed to this interference with the business 
of the Association; but I now see that the Lord bad ordered it all for 
good," 
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The JIEUsoiiri Enterprise. 

We snppofle that almost every Congregational society in this State 
will wish to aid in the Missouri enterprise. We do not now refer to 
any enterprise connected with the iron mountain or the purchase of 
lands, or any other specalation of the kind; but to the enterprise men- 
tioned in the last Visiter, and recently in the religions papers, of aiding 
the Missouri Sunday School Union, in making " that great and growing 
State verdant as the garden of God." We can asaore oar readers that 
they will find this to be good property. The stock is now at par. All 
investments will be safe and profitable. 

We wish to suggest, us one way of raising money for this object, that 
collections be taken up in all the schools, on the second Sabbath of every 
month, or at the Sabbath school concert. We would farther suggest, 
that the schools forward their collections to the Depository, once in six 
months, even though the amount be but smull, All the money thus 
collected is to be expended in furnishing the Society's publications for 
the benefit of Sabbath schools in Missouri and the adjacent country; and 
in sustaining a missionary in Missouri, who is to devote himself to the 
work of promoting the Sabbath school cause throughout that State. 

Mr. Ashley Samson, of Cornwall, Vt., who has just completed his 
professional studies at the Andover Theological Seminary, has accepted 
an invitation to engage in this work, and will enter upon his labors the 
last of October. Mr. S. is very highly recommended for this depart- 
ment of labor, both by the officers of the Seminary and those of his as- 
sociates who have known him best. He is a practical Sabbath school 
nnan, having been superintendent of one of the schools in Andover, and 
frequently given addresses on the subject. We trust that the commu- 
nications he will send from his field of labor, for the Visiter, will inter- 
est all our churches in the enterprise in which he is to engage. 



Revt-rals. 

As fruits of the revival which commenced in Rowley, last April, 
about twenty are indulging hope, all but ibur of whom are under 
twenty years of age; and twelve of them are members of the Sabbath 
school. 

Thirty-one have been added to the church in Georgetown, and a 
number more are hidulging hope, as fruits of the revival which com- 
menced in the spring. A large portion of these are young persons who 
are connected with the Sabbath school. 
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Fnnushed for this work by Lowell Mason, Professor la the 

Boston Academy of Music. 



HYMN. <* Sweet Sabbath uoiii.^ 
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Sweet Sab-bath mom Thy km 




ail with Joy - ful heart ; 
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With those who raise The voice of praise, Al 



^gi 



My tongue would bear her part. 







2. 

All idle sports, 

All worldly thoughts, 
This day forgotten be, 

With lowly mind. 

Spirit Divine ! 
O, may I worship thee J 

a 

Within thy house 
FU pay my vows. 
And grateful praises bring ; 
With holy fear, 
Thy word I'll hear, 

My Savior, and my king ! 
4. 
Thus may I learn. 
While I am young, 

Thy name to know and love ; 
And may I so. 
Prepare below, 

To worship Thee above. 
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To Bliza J«Be. 



** I want to praise God like the thrush, 
Mama," — said Eliza one day 
When the earth, spangled o'er liko a bride, 
Rejoiced in the beauty of May. 

She had been with the wild honey-bee. 
Where the daisies and violets bloom ; 

With the fawn, o'er the pastures free, 
Like a fairy in quest of perfume. 

On the rich, sunny banks of the stream, 
Where the moss looks verdant and gay. 

She had watched the bright waters gleam. 
Till they danced in a silvery spray. 

She had twined on her delicate brow 

A chaplet of buds and of bells; 
Such as bloom in the valleys lew, 
' Or wave in the dark forest dells. 

By the side of a sparkling fount. 

She said she had lingered long, 
To hear the sweet notes of a thrush. 

As he poured through the woodland his song. 

And she thought that she never had heard, 
In her rambles by fount or by dell. 

So sweet and so lovely a bird 
Praise nature's Creator so well. 

VOL. VII. 21 
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*^ I want to praise God like the thrush, 
Dear mother," — Eliza would say, 
While her heart, to devotion alive. 
Rejoiced in the beauty of May. 
Saxonviae, May 22d, 1839. M. R« R 



Mtssoiurl Snndajr Scbool Union. 

Mr. Editor, — I am greatly rejoiced to learn from 
the September number of the Visiter, that the Missouri 
Sunday School Union may expect aid from the Massa- 
chusetts Sabbath School Society. I believe now, as I 
did when I first made a tour of the West, nine years 
since, that if Sabbath schools permanently flourish and 
become useful in this great valley, they must rise and 
be sustained by efforts under the direction and control 
of men residing in the State where they are made; men 
residing east of the Mountains cannot think and act for 
us as well as some residing in each field. 

For reasons which every one who has had any thing 
to do with the management of benevolent societies will 
appreciate, agents must be appointed and directed by 
individuals that have practical knowledge of the peculiar 
circumstances and wants of the territory in which they 
are to labor. Still there are portions of the West that 
yet need pecuniary aid from the East. In my opinion, 
this should be put into the hands of the Boards residing 
where it is to be expended. In this way they will soon 
learn to feel and act efficiently themselves, and be ready 
to dispense with all aid as soon as the community for 
which/they labor has sufficient pecuniary strength. 

I hope your Society will repose such confidence in 
the Missouri Board, that you will allow us the privilege 
of expending the aid you can afford as we shall think 
best for the cause of Sabbath schools in our State. A 
dotiation in books, large enough to furnish us with a 
capital which will enable us to keep a full supply of 
your publications, is very desirable. We are not now 
able to meet the demand for your books, nor those of 
the American Sunday School Union. The St. Louis 
Depository, which belongs to the Missouri Sunday 
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School Union, should have a capital large enough to 
furnish a full supply of the publications of both Societies 
for Missouri and Illinois. JBoth these States can now 
be more easily supplied from this city than from any one 
other place. We ought to be furnished at all times 
with the publications of every Sabbath School Union or 
Society in the country, so that all denominations may 
have their wishes gratified. This would not decrease 
our sale of the works of the American S. S. Union, nor 
of any other Society or Union, but rather increase it. 

We need, too, a good agent* for this State, who shall 
become a permanent resident of Missouri, and spend 
his life in advancing the cause of Sabbath schools in our 
destitute places. For a few years we ought to be aided 
in his support, too. If your Society will assist us in 
making up the salary of our agent, who shall be entirely 
under our direction, I am sure you will greatly benefit 
your own Sabbath schools, and enjoy the satisfaction of 
seeing an important work accomplished in this State. 

The letters of our agent to your Society, as our 
patron, and to the individual schools in New England 
that would send a donation to particular schools here, 
would do you all good, and fully satisfy you that, for the 
present, we greatly need assistance. 

Such an arrangement, too, would promote emigration 
to Missouri. This would be a mutual blessing. We 
greatly need an increase of well qualified common 
school teachers, and intelligent, pious individuals, in all 
the various walks of life, to be scattered in every part 
of the State to assist in teaching our Sabbath schools. 
I believe there is no State in the Union, to which New 
England people can now emigrate to better advantage 
to themselves, or with brighter prospects of usefulness, 
than to Missouri. I say this with a pretty intimate 
knowledge of nearly the whole West. No western 
State is more healthy than Missouri. In none can small 
farmers or mechanics do better. 

That we need aid in personal, intelligent, holy influ- 
ence, and in money, will readily be seen, when I inform ' 



* Mr. Sam«on,>-.wbo was mentioned In tho laM Vl8lter,—has probaMy enter- 
ed upon his labors before tbis. 
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yoa that we have only about 400,000 inhabitants scat- 
tered over a territory equal to that of any other State 
in the Union. Out of St. Louis there are very few 
churches of any denomination that <;an or do support 
their own pastors ; — not more than two or three Presby- 
terian churches that do it. In this city we cannot build 
churches as fast as our increasing population demand 
them. In nine years we have grown from about 5^000 
to 21,000. 

I cannot now write more. My hands, head and heart 
are full of my work here. But I am thankful once 
more, even through the pages of the Visiter, to be per- 
mitted to speak to the friends of Sabbath schools, with 
whom it was formerly my sweet privilege to speak face 
to face. 

I hope the children I was wont to address are now 
pious, active teachers in the Sabbath school, or preach- 
ers of the glorious gospel of the blessed God. Let them 
all remember the reward of those who turn many to 
righteousness. Who among them will shine as the 
stars for ever and ever? O, let us all remember that 
our time is short, very short. 

Yours affectionately, 

Artemas Bullard. 



AtlakO'wl9dgukvnt of Books* 

A donatioii of booki» contribnted bj the Sabbath lehools of Pera and 
Atbol, was sent to Westfield, N. Y., and the following letters of 
acknowledgment were returned. The first three letters are from indi- 
vidoal scholar! ; and the last, in behalf of the children and yonth, is 
signed by seventeen « teachers among the schools on the Hill,*' and by 
BIX *< teachers from Westfield, who have to travel a circuit of 25 or 80 
miles, in sustaining these schools, and find themselves well paid at 
n^ht." 
To tkt dtiUren nf tt« AiMott SOumU m JKM. and Pent, Mmu.^ 

Dear young Friends, — We have received your 
books, and are much pleased with them. Accept our 
gratitude, as the only return we can make. The school 
in our district is small; — some are indifferent, others 
opposed. We live in a new country; the roads are 
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very bad ; and there are many other disadvantages which 

you probably know nothing about. We have no ipeet* 

ing-house^ and hardly no privileges, except the Sabbath 

school. We love the school and the dear teachers. 

Will some of you write to us all about things in your 

place ? Your friend unknown, 

Sarah P . 

Westfieldy Jane 25M, 1889. 

1 am glad of an opportunity to return thanks to the 

good children of Massachusetts for their kindness in 

sending us good books. I love to read them, and I 

mean to be careful of them. I would also thank the 

dear teachers for the pains they take to instruct us in 

the Sabbath school. Please write to me. Adieu. 

Luther H . 

Wet^field, June 25M, 1889. 



Wesifield, June 25th, 1839. 
To the Sabbath sehool§ in P»ru and jSthol, Ma*$* — 

We thank those dear children who have been so 
kind as to send us books. We loved to learn verses 
in the Bible, and go to the Sabbath school and recite 
them to our dear teachers, when we had no books; but 
we love to go a great deal more now, when we can get 
a good book. When we go home, we set down and 
read them to our parents, and brothers, and sisters. 
We suppose you have the privilege of attending meet- 
ing, and hearing good preaching every Sabbath, as well 
as attending Sabbath schools. We have no such priv- 
ilege, only once in a great while some one comes and 
preaches in our school-house. Please write to us all 
about your schools, and meetings, and teachers; and 
may the Lord bless you, and cause you to do a great 
deal of good, for the sake of what the Saviour has done 
for us. Sophia & Mary E. B . 



Wesifield, Chautaguue Co., JV. F., June 25th, 1839. 
Sabbath schools of Peru and Athol, Mass. 

Dear young Friends, — Your kind donation of Sab- 
bath school books, from the Mass. Sabbath School Soci- 

VOL. VII. 21* 
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ety's Depository, Boston, amounting to twenty dollars 
and thirty-five cents ($7,50 from Athol, and $12,85 from 
Peru), came to us a short time since in good order; and 
were distributed to the scholars on the last Sabbath of 
May. 

We knew not as we should have any good books this 
summer, until we saw your present; and our hearts were 
made glad, and we wanted to thank you right off, and 
tell you how pleased we were, and how we would read 
. your books on these Hills, and remember the fine stories, 
and know more and be better as we grow up to be men 
and women. 

We are six schools in number, embracing about 150 
children, situated in the "Hill Country," not of Judea, 
but of Chautauque, New York; six or eight miles from 
Penn. line, and from six to ten miles from old Lake Erie, 
where we sometimes see the billows roll, and steam- 
boats running between Buffalo and Detroit. We live 
about the same distance from Penn. on the west. Lake 
Erie on the north, and Chautauque Lake on the south- 
east, — a beautiful basin or lake of water, about twenty 
miles long, and from a few rods to three miles wide. 
We are situated from six to ten miles from the beautiful 
village of Westfield, which is a mile and a half from 
Barcelona, on Lake Erie, and Barcelona is sixty miles 
from Buffalo, and thirty from Erie, in Penn. 

We hear no church-bell ring on Sabbath morning. 
There is.no meeting-house near, as we think you have 
in Massachusetts; but dear Christian friends come from 
Westfield every Sabbath, attend our schools, and teach 
us the Bible, and distribute the fine books our dear 
friends are pleased to give us. And now, dear young 
friends, we thank you for your precious gift, and we 
will remember you, and try to pray for you, that while 
you give books to us, you may give your hearts to the 
blessed Saviour. And will you remember us, that we 
may make a good use of your books, and all of us grow 
wise unto salvation? Will you write to us, and we will 
endeavor to answer you.? Adieu for the present. 

In behalf of the children and youth. 

Affectionately yours. 
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Tlie BI1»1«« [Concladed from pafe S91.] 

THB MACEDONIAN CRT; OR THE WANTS OF THE WORLD. 

The apostle Paul, while tarrying at Troas, had a 
yision in the night. '' There stood a man of Macedonia, 
and prayed him, saying. Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us!" Not that there was in reality any such 
man there. Not that the people felt in reality the desire 
here expressed. The meaning is, that the wants of the 
people were great, and such as nothing hut the gospel 
could relieve. The meaning is, that the wants of the 
people, if they could be endowed with intelligence, 
would cry out for help from this source. The man in 
the vision was the personification of the necessity of a 
community ready to perish, for lack of that which the 
gospel alone can supply. 

If the wants of the world could be endowed with intel- 
ligence, they would now cry out in like manner to those 
who have the means of relief. The apostle's vision was 
only the figurative statement of a fact, which exists now 
as really as then. In every want and every wo which 
presses upon those destitute of the Bible, there is a voice 
like that which he heard, calling for this grand remedy of 
human ills. From every victim crushed beneath the 
idol's car, as he groans at feeling the rolling wheel, 
there comes up a voice from heathenism, calling for the 
Bible. From every widow that burns on the funeral 
pile, as the drums beat around, and the smoke curls 
upward in its dense volume towards heaven, there comes 
also a voice, calling for the Bible. From every child 
cast into, the Ganges, as it cries and writhes in the alli- 
gator's jaws, contending for its mangled limbs, there is 
another voice to Christendom from the dark places of 
the earth, calling for the Bible. From every instance 
of self-torture which heathenism teaches; and every 
form of evil which it produces; from man's debasement, 
and woman's degradation and sorrow, and childhood's 
gloom; from the darkness in which its victims live, and 
the despair in which they die, there comes up another 
voice still, of fearful agony, calling for the Bible. 
Could a tongue be supplied to every want which the 
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Bible is appointed to relieve, what voices would come 
up from the destitute parts of the world to Christendom! 
What cries would be heard, filling the whole arch of 
heaven, like those of the man of Macedonia, '' Come 
over, and help us!" 

Shall these necessities be met ? Or shall they be per- 
mitted to remain, pressing on the unhappy portions of 
our fellow-men who now feel them, and leading to the 
fearful consequences to which they tend? Shall the 
pardon which God has sent down to men, be detained 
by those into whose hands it has first fallen? Shall the 
ring,*^ — nay, the infinitely richer token of Heaven's love, 
— the Bible, be hindered by those who have it, from 
^ passing on its way? Shall this blessing of blessings, — 
this great all, as to man's spiritual nature, — committed 
in trust to those who first received it, for the common 
benefit, be used by them for themselves alone, and the 
rest of the world be lefl to live and die without it ? Shall 
this light of the world never shine upon all lands? Shall 
the leaves of this tree never be actually applied for the 
healing of the nations? Shall the streams of this river 
of life never make glad the waste and desert parts of 
the earth? Shall the transforming power, and the 
soothing and ennobling influence, and the bright visions 
of immortality, contained in the blessed Book, never 
become the inheritance of those for whom it is designed ? 



ConnfleU to Sabbatb Soliool Teaelnerfl. 

[Concluded fVom page 223.] 

8. If you would be a successful teacher, you must 
study the peculiar temper and character of your pupils. 
The same motives, and the same treatment, will not be 
equally adapted to persons of different dispositions. The 
diffident must be encouraged, and the forward repressed; 
the vain should be skilfully humbled, and the passionate 
calmed^ Some fail for want of attention, others from 
real habitude of mind. Try the effect of various motives 
upon your pupils; but let them all be good. Observe 
narrowly how their minds are affected with various 
considerations. Here you will have need of all your 

* See last Visiter, p. 220. 
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widdom; and here is a school in which you will have 
much occasion to discipline your own minds. 

9. If you can accomplish two things, you cannot but 
succeed, so far as the communication of knowledge is 
concerned. The first is, to excite a thirst for learning, 
and the second, to fix the volatile attention of their 
minds; and these two things are intimately allied to each 
other. If you are able to produce the first, the second 
will follow as a matter of course. It is a true maxim, 
that the desire of knowledge, with common means, is 
sure to be successful. No doubt, there is a radical dii^ 
ference in capacity ; but the ardent love of knowledge 
will lead to the best use of the faculties which are pos- 
sessed. Encourage your pupils to ask pertinent ques- 
tions; and take pains to set before them the pleasures 
and advantages of acquiring knowledge. 

10. While your instructions are serious, let them not 
be dull. Beware of producing a feeling of weariness in 
your pupils. Enliven your remarks by apt illustrations 
and figures; and lay up a store of biographical anec- 
dotes, to be brought out as occasion may require. 

11. Never wound or mortify your pupils for mere 
childish imbecility ; and be sparing in your appeals to 
their sense of shame. This is a powerful principle, but 
may easily be rendered obtuse, by being too frequently 
called into exercise. Be also sparing in availing your- 
selves of the principle of emulation ; I cannot concur in 
opinion with those who think it should be entirely ex- 
cluded. It is, undoubtedly, one of the constituent 
principles, not of fallen, but of human nature as created; 
and it is always a vain, as it is an injurious cause, to 
attempt to extinguish any constituent principle. But I 
agree with those who think that emulation easily degen- 
erates into vicious ambition; and therefore, our use of 
the principle should be cautious and moderate. 

12. But I am afraid that I shall shock the feelings of 
pious teachers, when I give it as a salutary counsel, not 
to be too frequent, even in your serious, direct appeals 
to conscience. The human mind is a wonderful struc- 
ture; and like a fine, but complicated piece of mechan- 
ism, is easily injured by too much or too rude handling. 
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Appeals to conscience require to be made jndicioaslj, 
at the proper time, and not to be urged too earnestly or 
too frequently on the child. The most effectual method 
of affecting the conscience beneficially, is by indirect 
application of the truth. The very best impression is 
often made when we do not address the indiviidual at all, 
but direct our remarks to another person in his presence* 
Serious people make greater mistakes here, in educa- 
tion, than any where else. And preajchers oflen harden 
their hearers awfully, by too constantly making direct 
appeals to the conscience. They are for ever dwelling 
on man's responsibility, and pressing, by direct appeals, 
his moral obligation. And all they say is true; but 
there are different ways of bringing the truth to bear. 
Our Saviour, in his public teaching, has set us the 
proper example. Men soon learn to harden themselves 
against direct and constant appeals to their conscience. 
34. Be not impatient or discouraged, although you 
see no immediate fruit. The effects of education are 
gradual, like the growth of a plant, or of the human 
body. When you plant a seed in the earth, you do not 
expect to see it spring up in an hour. You wait, and 
water it, and have ''long patience." Much has been 
said about immediate effects, and much has been done, 
— many extraordinary means used, to bring children 
into a state of piety at once ; and great has been the 
boasting of the spiritual empirics, who professed to be 
able to accomplish this work. But we find that we must 
go back to the old ways of our fathers, and give '' pre* 
cept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 
line upon line, here a little, and there a little." A. 



Tl&e Bible In tlie Closet. 

The Report of the New Hampshire Edacation Societj, — read at the 
late annaal meeting, by Prof. Haddack, — was listened to with the most 
absorbing interest. The following extract, — relating to the Bible as a 
source of true wisdom when consulted in the closet, — we have obtained 
permission to publish in the Visiter: 

There is no circumstance more characteristic of the 
Bible, than its peculiar modes of exhibiting truth, and 
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the models it contains of moral and professional wisdom. 
To illustrate the peculiarity of Scripture eloquence, 
would require a good deal of time, and, af^er all, be but 
imperfectly done, by the best criticism. It can be well 
understood only by taking the sacred volume itself into 
the closet. 

We discover here no traces of art. We hear no note 
of preparation for effect. We seem at ease in the com- 
pany of men nowise extraordinary, in most respects, and 
acting their parts in common scenes, — men subject to 
like passions with ourselves — scenes very like our own 
homes. And the truths with which we are conversant 
here, when we gather them up from this and that portion 
of the record, and place them side by side in a system- 
atic order, seem just like other bodies of divinity. 

Still, as we give ourselves up to the guidance of the 
inspired writers, and follow a little minutely the train of 
events, the development of character, the interviews of 
men with one another, and with God, which make up 
these wonderful books, how changed all things appear! 
What strange impressions are made on us! What 
mysterious objects pass before us, and stand around us! 
What a life we are living; what an end we are ap- 
proaching! What a world we dwell in; what a world 
we hasten to! We feel as if we were penetrated by the 
eye of God, and surrounded by his presence. We are 
filled with a mingled feeling of abasement and exaltation; 
compelled to look on ourselves as, at once, the worst 
and the most privileged of beings; too mean and too 
guilty to deserve any thing, and yet solicited to accept 
of all things; captives, redeemed; enemies, reconciled. 
We seem to ourselves to be living in vain, with every 
thing to do; to be striving for nothing, with every thing 
to gain; and if the heart is yet sensible, in spite of our 
pride, we weep tears of regret at the ignoble lives we 
lead, and give ourselves, with earnestness, to the work 
of our own salvation, and the promotion of the glory of 
God. Such impressions, and such resolutions, we can- 
not avoid, but by shutting up the volume, and laying it 
away out of our sight. A wicked man dreads to be 
alone with it. 
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We cannot too much study a book of this spirit; nor 
fail to catch something of its style of eloquence, by 
habituating ourselves to feel its influence on our own 
heart. The diligent reader of the sacred Scriptures, 
and the careful student of his own heart, will soon find 
that to these sources he owes more of whatever true 
wisdom he may attain, than to all the schools. The 
nearest approach to this style of teaching which the 
history of heathen eloquence, and, perhaps, of inspired 
eloquence, in any state of society, affords, is exhibited 
in the public instructions of Socrates. In Plato's Ban- 
quet, Alcibiades is made to say, — '^ When I heard Per* 
icles, or any other great orator, I was entertained and 
delighted, and 1 felt that he had spoken well. But no 
mortal speech has ever excited in my mind such emo- 
tions as are kindled by this magician. Whenever I hear 
him, I am, as it were, charmed and fettered. My heart 
leaps like an inspired Corybant. My inmost soul is 
stung by his words, as by the bite of a serpent; it is 
indignant at its own rude and ignoble character. I 
of\en weep tears of regret, and think how vain and 
inglorious is the life I lead. Nor am I the only one 
that weeps like a child, and despairs of himself. Many 
others are affected in the same way." 

Among Christian writers, few possess this peculiar 
power like Paschal. Who ever sat an hour over the 
<' Thoughts," without feeling the consciousness of a new 
being comilig over his soul, — without wondering that he 
had lived so long, and known so little what it is to live? 



Gonirergation about tike Creation. 

Continued from p. 238. 

When they came to the second day, tbey all agreed with 
Miss Emily, that the firmament was the air ; especially afler 
finding that the birds flew in the open Armament of heaven. 
'^ My little bird," said Daniel, '^ would now have some light to 
see with, and air a plenty, both to breathe and to hold him up;" 
to which the little thinker replied, "If it was our canary, he 
wonld soon get tired, and want something firmer than air to 
rest on ; and besides, we have not found any thing about sugar 
or seeds to feed him with." " O, poh," said Daniel, " 1 was not 
thinking of such a bird as our canary, but of one that always 



1839L] SABBATH SCHOOL TISITKB. 253 

live? out doors, flying and singing." Miss Grosvenor now 
inquired what midst meant, and then led them to ask how the 
air was between the waters. " Is there an^ ocean over the 
air?^ asked one. '^O no," said Emily, '*the clouds are the 
waters above the firmament." " What, are clouds nothing but 
water? Sometimes they look black and heavy enough to 
make a sofa." "Jf you should lie down ou such an one, 
George, you would get as much of a drenching as your cousin 
William did, when he fell into the river." ^Are they like a 
river, Miss Grosvenor?" **No; but they are so full of water, 
that it would be like being out in a heavy shower. You 
would feel, I reckon, very much as if you were virrapped up in 
wet blankets, and be glad wheu you came down with the 
drops dripping wet, to get a snug place close to the stove in 
the kitchen." " Then the air," said Daniel, ^ is right between 
the water, bounded, as we say in geography, on the top by the 
clouds, and on the bottom by the ocean." Emily said, ^ The 
clouds could not be at the very top of the air, for when she 
went up the mountain with her parents, the summer before, 
there was a shower at the foot of the mountain, and the clouds 
were not as high as they were, for she looked down upon 
them ; and yet they had air enough." Miss G. then told them 
that the clouds were in the air, some higher than others ; and 
that while the atmosphere extended to a height as far as the 
distance from Boston to Providence, the clouds were not- ever 
more than two miles above us. Here George asked, with all 
the gravity of the good deacon, his father, whether it was as 
much to make the air as light ? *< Yes," said Miss G., ^ all the 
men in the world could no more have made it" ^ But air 
does not seem like any thing " said the objector; ^ we cannot 
see it." ^^ But we feel it," said Emily, " when the wind blows* 
And it takes up room, George ; for do not you remember the 
other day, when Harriet was washing, we tried to sink our tin 
pail in the tub of water, and we could not make it -go down 
bottom up, unless we canted it a little on one side. Mother 
said it was the air in the pail that kept it from sinking." ^ O, 
I remember it," said George ; ** we could get it down a little 
way, but not fiir till we emptied the air out." 

When Miss G., by way of review, asked what God made the 
second day, Daniel replied, ^ The firmament." ^ Nothing but 
the air," said George. '^He did not do as much the second 
day as the first, did he ? The first he made light, and the 
heavens, and the earth, and the second nothing but the air." 
Miss G. was in straits as to making him comprehend that the 
first verse was only a sort of summing up of Grod^s work, and 
might have been done either before or after what is subse- 
quently relatedi. She showed him that the heavens where the 
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birds flew, and the sparkling stars, were made after the first 
day, and yet they were each sometinies called heaven. He 
looked as if he wished more light ; and to lead him to under^ 
stand the matter, she hit upon a plan of Ulostrattng it from the 
repairs first made in their house. ^ You say, to begin, that the 
carpenters made over this room and the closets, do you not?^ 
^ Yes.'' ^ Well, then you go oq and tell the particulars. You 
say, first, he tore down the plastering, and ripped up the 
floors ; then, next day, he put in some new beams. After- 
wards, he lathed it, put down the floor, and last of all, put in 
some shelves, and hung the new doors to the closets. Now 
you tell all he did at first, and then you go over what he did 
day by day. The boy seemed to see, in part, how it mjfl^t 
thus be explained, but said, ^ That does not show how wd 
did any of it befi)re the first day." 

Miss 6., finding that she had been engaged a full hour with 
her pupils, now shut her book, and to their repeated requests 
that she would study with them one half hour longer, only 
replied, *'Not till to-morrow." £. G. 



Tl&e Happjr Sabbatli Sel&ool TtrntHter* 

The happy teacher is one that takes a deep itiiereM in (he 
ipirUwd welfan of little daldnn. He loves them from his 
heart ; he pities their condition ; he deplores the ignorance in 
which they are involved, and the dangers by which they are 
surrounded; he is concerned fi>r their salvation; he would 
allure them to Christ; he. yearns over them with a fiither's 
tenderness, and a mother's love ; he says to them, '* God is my 
record, dear children, how greatly I long after you all In the 
bowels of Jesus Christ; I want to see all of you enlightened 

Sthe Spirit, all of you sanctified by the blood of the cros% 
of you delivered fi*om the snares of an evil world, all of you 
fitted for heaven." This is the teacher that God will bless. 
This is the teacher to whom the children will cling. This is 
the teacher who will be happy in his work. — Lon£m Sundajf 
School Teadier'a Magazine, 



Source of Consolation on a Deatbbed* 

When Mr. Parsons, — ^late missionary to Palestine, — ^was on 
his deathbed, and unable to read, he thus wrote to his father: 

'< During my sickness, I have had occasion often to bless my 
parents for teaching roe the Scriptures. When a very little 
child, my parents required me to learn the twelfth chapter of 
Ecdesiastes, twelfth chapter of Romans, and the twelfth c^p- 
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ter of Hebrews. Almost every yerse of these chapters has 
ever since remained in my mind. And twenty-five years after, 
when on a sick, and, in the opinion of all around, a dying bed, 
some of these passages gave me the greatest consolation. 

''No person, in this world, will fully value the instruction of 
very little children. Impressions then made are remembered, 
and, beyond a doubt, lead many to repentance twenty, thirty 
or My years after." 



SSntblem of the Tcadkef's BlesseAness. 

"You have seen how, from the first gray glimmer of the 
dawn, the glorious sun shoots up the kindling sky, and rolling 
onward swells and deepens and grows bright, to the full 
splendor of the perfect day. It is an emblem of their blessed- 
ness, a faint and feeble shadow of their future glory, who, dis- 
charging faithfully their duty as Christian teachers, have 
turned many to righteousness, and passed to their exceeding 
^reat reward. Unlike it, on the morning freshness of thetr 
joy, no cloud, no mist shall rise. Unlike it, to the full blaze of 
their meridian day, no shadow and no darkness shall succeed. 
The firmament that overhangs their blest abode, shall brighten 
on, and brighten on, through all eternity. The glorious 
diadem that crowns them conquerors over sin, and death, and 
hell, shall-, like the stars, shine out, shall, like the stars, shine 
on, for ever and for ever." — Bishop Doane. 



Natuval Spl&ere of IVomui's Duty* 

The following remarki on this snbject, are from avalnable and inter- 
etting address, delivered at the secopd anniversary of the Mt. Holyoke 
Female Seminary, by Dr. Anderson. 

The first thought that occurs, in reflecting on the natural 
sphere of woman's duty, is, that to her plastic hand is committed 
theformatum of the human character. She bends the twig. She 
forms the principles. She moulds the future man or woman. 
All this is done in the nursery. You can seldom be sure in 
your judgments of man or woman, but especially of woman, 
without knowing something concerning the nature of the early 
maternal influence. Over the whole world, whether woman 
be educated or not, whether civilized or savage, she exerts this 
commandinff influence on the human character. It results from 
the unalterable nature of things, and nothing can prevent it 

In our own country, too, the education of children is geneiv 
ally in the hands of women for a series of years after leaving 
the nursery. They introduce the young mind to the elements 
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of knowledge. They give the first impressioDS concerning 
books and study. They thus exert a yast influence upon lit- 
erature and science, to hinder or promote its progress. It 
were to be wished that only intelligent females should teach 
children the ABC. And who can help lamenting that so 
many young immortals are committed to the instruction of 
those whose minds barely comprehend the few elements of 
knowledge they endeavor to impart £ven the far-famed 
system of mutual instruction is, perhaps, to be commended 
chiefly on the ground that the most imperfect teaching is 
better than nothing. But whenever and whatever be the in- 
structions given to the child, woman is the teacher. And even 
the higher schools for female education are coming more and 
more, — as they ought, indeed, to do, — under her care and 
instruction. 



A HeathcB'd S««re]fc for a "Wovthj On«« 

[** A few yean ago died^t one of the minlonaiy stationfl in India, a native 
called Brindlebund. He had spent sixty or seventy years in the service of 
Batan. He was a byraggee, that Is, one who professed to have subdued his 
passions, and who was, as they express it, seelcing some one who is worthy. 
He went to Cutwa, where he attended Mr. Chamberlain's inneaching and 
instructions. *■ I have been,* said he, * many yeara from one holy place to 
another, seeking some one who is worthy, and to offer my flower.* (The 
sweetest flower, they say ^ is the human heart.) * I have been seeking some 
one to whoi 
until now. 
Anecdotes.'] 



one to whom to offer my flower, who is worthy ; but never have I found one 
until now. I have heard of Jesus ; I give it to him.'." — JldU*» MiasunuoTf 



I've wandered long and wandered far, 
'Neath noonday snn and twinkling star; 
When wintry raina around me fell, — 
When snmmer'a verdure graced the dell; 
Fainting and weary, cold and wet, 
With thirst and hunger oft beset ; 
From north to sontb, from shore to shore, 
I've ranged my country o'er and o'er. 
To find a worthy one, to whom 
I'd give a floweret in its bloom. 
E'er since the early bud appeared, 
I've watched its growth, and carefal reared 
The tender thing, — an offering meet 
To lay in beanty at his feet. 
Who, crowned with brightest, sweetest grace. 
Should seem best worthy of my praise. 

Oft has the world, with witching smile. 
Allured me near, by artful wile. 
To win that living, growing gem. 
To bind within its diadem. 
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And eenseless idols, here and there, 
With winning look and chilling air. 
Have promised heayen and threatened hell. 
To gain the gift I've prised so well. 
Bat ay, no lund conld reach within. 
That hidden, treasured bnd to win. 
A secret cell has kept with care. 
And sheltered it from eyery snare. 
As one by one its leaflets oped, 
I'ye watched, and sighed, and fondly hoped 
That ere they drooped in sad decay. 
He, whose it was, might cross my way; 
But firmly vowed I*d give to none. 
Till I should find that toorthy on$» 

Fnll threescore rounds the earth has ran. 
Since first ray weary search began. 
Life's vigor now is well nigh spent, — 
While lio|ering tread and form low bent. 
Are dark forebodera, telling sare 
My hopeless race will soon be o'er. 
But now, upon my aged ear. 
There falls a sound, — how sweet — ^how dear! 
** To Jesus give that heart of thine! 
For he has yielded wealth divine. 
And borne with pain, and spilled his blood. 
To buy of thee that cherished bud!" 

Saviour, I lay it on thy shrine! 
'Tis all I have — ^my all is thine. 
Would 'twere as fresh, and fair, and new. 
As when it gleamed tlirongh life's first dew! •' 
Would 'twere of brilliance bright and rare. 
To shine beyond eve's brightest star! 
But ah! 'tis blighted, withered, dead, — 
Fit but to perish 'neath thy tread. 
Yet thou wilt take the worthless gift,— 
New paint each leaf, — ^the bowed head lift, — 
And plant it near thy throne above. 
To flourish ever in thy love. 

Te blooming bands, who weekly meet 
Around the Sabbath teacher's seat, — 
Ye who are fresh in life's gay spring. 
Sporting on childhood's fairy wing, — 
Ye have that gentle floweret, too. 
Just putting on its heavenly hue. 
Ah, bring it now, — all young and (air. 
To Jesus' feet Unfold it thare. 
VOL. VII. 22* 
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Let msrcy, beaming rrom hta bjb, 
Shine on ila iMvea, — the immm dye 
Will daeper, claarer, pnrar iluBe, 
Beneath the glow of Inve dinDS. 
The leader bad— be lorta it DHir« 
Than broadert, lichert, fall-blawn flower. 
He'll rau it better tar (faan jron. 
And give it iwaelar fragraDca, too. 
He'll plani it aoon in beaveolf aoil. 
Where vorta nor bli^ can roar nor ipoil; 
No leaf aball aver wither thara. 
Bat bloom in beaalaou ciowth tor vje. 
Sipttmbtr, 1889. 




iiiliipiiiiiwmwiiiiilii 

The Bbora repreaentabon of the "UnfeithTnl Stewarct," 
" Panblea Eiplained ' soon to be pablubed hj the Beciety, tud «e- 
eompaniei the parable in Lnke 16 I — 8 The pracbeal remaAa 
whicb follow the expbnation of the parable are aa follow*: 

Hj raadera may perhaps think that this parable is intended 
only for grown people ; but the youncest child that reaila it 
may learn several lesaons from the unfaithful steward. There 
is one of these lessons in particulsr, whicb I wish to set before 

irou. You have been told that ^ou must die; that you must 
eave this world to return to it no more. Now, have you 
acted as wisely as he did? here you made it your chief cod- 
cern to secure an eyerlastiuB home ? If you have not, then, 
wicked as the stewnrd was, he woe wiser iliaD you. 
Few young peraona like to think of death, or to hear it m«n 



1839.] SABBATH SCHOOL VISITER. 399 

tioDed. But your not liking to think of it will not delay it for 
a moment Probably the rich man told the steward on what 
day he would dismiss him. But *^ye know neither the day^ 
nor the hour, wherein the Son of man cometh." If God were 
now to speak to you, he might say, ^' This night thy soul shall 
be required of thee." The very thought of this makes you feel 
sad; and if you were assured that it really would be so, how 
would you tremble ! O, you might well tremble to think of 
leaving your dear friends, and all that delights you most, and 

foing naked and alone into a world that is all dark and un- 
nown to you ! 

Why, then, remain for a moment in such a state of dread 
and alarm ? The steward committed great wickedness to pro- 
cure friends, who, afler all, could do but little for him. But 
there is an Almighty Friend, waiting to be gracious to you. 
He invites you to come to him, ^ without money, and without 
price." Hear what he says to all who believe and trust in him : 
"In my Father's house are many mansions. I go to prepare a 
place for you." And when the thief upon the cross said to 
him, " Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom ;" he answered, " This day shalt thou be with me in par- 
adise." Even though you were not called to die, and leave 
this world, you could never be completely happy here, for this 
is a world of sin and sorrow. But in heaven there is no more 
grief, ^ neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain." And if you had Jesus for your friend, you need 
not fear to venture into an unknown state ; for he would be 
waiting to receive you, and through eternity you would live 
in his presence, and enjoy his love. One reason why you are 
afraid to die, is, because you know that there is, "after death, 
the judgment" You are terrified to think of giving an account 
of your stewardship, because you have wasted your Lord's 
goods. But only seek the friendship of the blessed Saviour, 
and he will answer all the claims that God has against you. 
If any kind friend had appeared, to repay to the rich man all 
that the steward had wasted, perhaps he would not have dis- 
missed him. Now Jesus Christ hath " restored that which he 
took not away;" and if he becomes your friend, God will never 
require you to pay what his Son has paid already. 

Again, let me beg of you to imitate the steward in immedi- 
ately securing a home, to which you may eo when you leave 
your present one. To prepare iramediatefy for death would 
not make you die any sooner ; but to know that Jesus was 
your friend, and heaven your eternal home, would make the 
thoughts of death delightful. Instead of fearing it, you would 
have " a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far 
better." If sickness and pain should wear out your feeble 
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bodies, you can then rejoice, and say, ^ For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.^ When the wicked die, they are said to be ^ driven 
away in their wickedness f but even a child who loves the 
Saviour may say, in the hour of death, ^ Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation." 



Wintmr Sel&oaU* 



Winter schools have come very^ much into &vor within a 
few years, and though their organization may not differ mate- 
rially from that of summer schools, their importance and pecu- 
liar advantages deserve particular notice. 

It is difficult to imagine what first suggested the discontin- 
uance of Sabbath schools at the vei^ season which is regarded 
as most fiivorable to instruction m common schools. The 
davs are shorter, the traveling is of^en unpleasant; a comfort- 
able room, and good and sufficient clothing, are absolutely 
necessary; but if other schools are better attended in winter 
than in summer, and if the chief expense for public instruction 
is bestowed on winter schools, why should not the Sabbath 
school be enjoved, then ? Why should we cut off all supplies 
of knowledge urom this source, bury the library and question 
books, seal the mouths of teachers, and send the children 
home for a long, dreary term of five or six months ? Surely it 
Is not wise to give up the elastic, buoyant season of winter, 
and postpone our schools for religious instruction until the 
body is exhausted, and the spirit languid under the oppressive 
beat of summer, and when, tor these and other causes, secular 
education is almost suspended. ***** 

By far the most flourishing and useful schools that we have 
ever known, are those that were continued through the winter ; 
and in many Instances within our knowledge, the teachers 
have been conoipelled, by the earnest solici]tations of the chil- 
dren, to keep the school open, and this even in the long, cold 
winters of the northernmost States. — Teacher TaughL 



Items firom tlie Boston Recorder* 

It is computed that there are now 12,000 children on the Sandwich 
Islands capable of reading and receiving instraction from the printed 
Bible, if they had it An edition of the entire Bible is most pressingly 
eailed for in the Islands at the present time. 
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FA.UILT IRSTRT7CTI0IV. 

The Portage Presbytery have passed a resolation, recommending to 
all heads of families, in their connection, to pay more attention to 
FAMILY INSTRUCTION in tho doctrines and dnties of religion; and in 
doing so, to make more use than they are accustomed to do of the 
Westminster Assembly's Catechism. Q,nere. Would not a similar 
recommendation from the several chnrch conferences to the churches 
constituting them, be of salutary influence? 

BXTivix iir mDOLXToir, mam. 
Between forty and fifty have hopefully passed from death unto life, 
during the revival which commenced in May last. The oldest is about 
40, the youngest about 10 years of age. All the converts, with the 
exception of two or three, are, and have been connected with the Sab- 
bath school and Bible class. Nearly all our young men and young 
ladies are now either in a state of anxiety about their eternal interests, 
or hoping, in the mercy of God through Christ, for eternal life. One 
whole class in the Sabbath school, numbering eighty express hope of 
pardon, and in several other classes nearly all indulge hope. 



The Fatl&cr*a Duty. 

The interest children feel in the Sabbath school, and the benefit they 
derive from it, depend very much on their parents. Scholars usually 
come to the school with the family likeness. If all the arrangements of 
the family, on Saturday evening and Sabbath morning, are such as to 
prevent, or not to aid the children in the preparation of their lessons, 
and in a punctual attendance at the fichool, it will be seen in their fre- 
quent absences, late arrivals, and imperfect lessons, and general indif- 
ference to the school. 

Punctual attendance and well studied lessons greatly encourage the 
hearts and strengthen the hands of teachen. They are an auuranct 
of parental cooperation and sympathy. This assurance teachen ought 
to have. It is justly their due. And in reference to this matter, we 
believe there is a special duty resting on the father. 

The lessons for the Sabbath school ought, m part at least, to be pre- 
pared during the week, and both parents, — as opportunity may present, 
or occasion require, — may encourage and aid their children in this 
work. But in many cases, it is to be feared, nearly the whole of this 
preparation is deferred till Sabbath morning, when the mother's time 
is fully occupied with various family duties. Not so with the father. 
If a layman, and especially a mechanic, his time is almost entirely at his 
oomnuuid; and a portion of it he can and ought to employ m preparin 
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hii children for the ezereisei of the Sabbath lehool. How can he spend 
an hoar more pleasantly to hia children, or profitably to Mmaelf, than 
by sitting down with them and aiding them in the preparation of their 
lesson ? As he enooarages them to make their inquiries, and familiarly 
•iplaitts their difficolties, what an interest will kindle in their eyes and 
glow in their oonntenaneesl What an opportonity is here presented, 
in answering some questions, or explaining some ftct, to enforce tmth 
on the heart and conscience! 

Every pioos parent acknowledges the duty of giving his children 
religpons instmction. How does the eiercise here proposed facilitate 
the performance of this daty ! When can the lather find an occasbn so 
fiiTorable, in all respects, to sit down and instruct his children, as on 
the morning and evening of the holy Sabbath ? No worldly cares are 
then pressing his mind, and no domestic labors call for his attention. 
Why, thon, should not the fiuher regard it as peculiarly kis duty, to see 
that the children*s Sabbath lessons are well prepared ? Why should 
this labor, as is often the case, be left wholly to the nuther? It should 
not It is ihiefathiir*^ dtUy, — a duty he owes to his companion, to his 
children, to the teachers, uid, we may say, to himsel£ Will not every 
father give this subject a serious consideration ? 



Rellclawi Bdueatlon in » W^anMly of tlte Poor« 

A miBsionary in Boston called to visit a protestant Irish 
mother, who was poor in this world's goods, but rich in faith. 
It was in the early part of the evening. A little daughter, six 
years of age, was all ready to say her prayers and go to bed, 
as the missionary entered. So rejoiced was this good woman 
to see the friend who cared for her soul, and so absorbed in 
conversation, that she almost forgot the sleepy child at ber 
side. The poor child waited for ber mother to hear her prayers 
and put her to bed as usual, till she could wait no longer; and 
sbe crept away silently into one comer of the room, and knelt 
down alone. But she went not unobserved. The eye of the 
missionary, — who regards the children as an important class 
among those for whose good be labors, — followed ber, and bis 
ear was inclined to catch the low, soft, sweet voice of child- 
bood's prayer. And angels, too, beard that sweet voice, as 
sbe said, — ^*'Our Father which art in heaven." When she 
bad repeated the Lord's prayer, she prayed in her own simple 
language thus: 
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<<My beayenly Father, wilt thou bless my poor widowed 
mother, and bless my two little brothers, and bless me, and 
give me a new heart, and make me obey my mother and love 
thee, for Christ's sake." After this, she repeated the whole 
Episcopal creed correctly, and several hymns, and then ran 
off to bed. 

Such is the education sometimes to be found in the families 
of the poor. What a repro^ does this scene administer to 
many a parent, and many a child, surrounded vrith every pos- 
sible facility for teaching and learning the fear of the Lord ! 
If this poor widowed mother, with all her anxieties to provide 
for the temporal wants of her children, could so faithfully 
instruct them in the right way, can parents generally have any 
excuse for not doing the same ? And can children, vnth the 
example of this dear child before them, ever again forget or 
neglect their morning and evening prayers ? 



Influ&t Baptlmi« 

From the minutes of the General Association of Massachu- 
setts for 1838, recently published, we have collected the fol- 
lowing statistical facts : 

During the past year, 2,930 members have been added by 
profesaion, to 244 churches. Of these individuals, only 977 
received baptism at the time they united with the church; 
leaving one thousand nine hundred and jyiy-ikret^ or just about 
two-thirds, who had been baptized previously, — ^most, if not aU 
of them, no doubt, in infancy! 

Two hundred and fifty-four churches report 2,009 infant 
baptisms during the year ending Jan. 1, 1839. Another inter- 
esting fact which may be mentioned, is this: The whole num- 
ber of members connected with 322 churches, is 52,814, and 
the whole number of excommunications during the past year 
is only 100, or about 1 to 528, or less than one-ihird of a mem- 
ber to each church. This speaks well for our churches. We 
would not make any unkind comparisons between our own 
and other denominations; while, for the encouragement of our 
churches, we may ask. Where is the denomination, equally 
strict in its discipline, that has so few excommunications, com- 
pared with its whole number, in a single year? 
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Ftvniflied for this work by Lowell BIasov, Professor in the 

Boston Academy of JMusic. 



HTMNt Jesus, who bade the tempest eease. 

" Peace be stiU." Mark 4. 39. 
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Je - SOS, who bade the tempest cease. And calm'd the raging 



Je - SOS; wno Daae tne temjpest cease^ 
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sea Can in my bosom wlusper * jpeace,* And say ' be still ' to me. 
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My AQgiy passions rise and swell, 
Just like the stormy wind ; 

And, Jesus, thou alone canst quell 
These tumults of the mind. 

a 

When wicked tempers stir within^ 
And fret and vex my soul. 

Do thou, great Conqueror of sin, 
My rage and pride controL 

4 
Give me a spirit like thine own, 

The spirit of the dove ; 
And melt this stubborn heart of stone 

By thy soil flame of love. 
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Up, — up in the morning, — up with the sun ; 
Know ye not when he rises that day is begun ? 
Our lives are too short, thus to loiter away 
In slumber or sloth the best part of the day. 

Our moments are precious ; God values them so 
That he gives us but one ai a time^ as you know ; 
And for evqry day, and each hour that we live. 
Unto htm an account we hereafter must give. 

This moment is ours ; but it soon will be past, 
And we know not but of life it may be our lastf 
And if of all treasures the greatest is ftW, 
To waste it in sloth must be surely a crime. 

Awake I for the birds are already abroad, 
And with music and gladness are praising the Lord ; 
And you, like the birds, should begin all your days 
With thanksgiving to God, and with singing his praise. 

it is he who hath kept us in health through the night ; 
He has suffered no evil to hurt us, or fright ; 
He has given us sweet and refreshing repose : 
Rise, and bless him for all that his bounty bestows. 

The ant at the molehill, — the bee midst the flowers, 
Are already improving the morning's sweet hours ; 
Awake, then, my dear children, for you. 
Like the ant and the bee, have your duties to do. 
VOL. VII. 23 
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The birds carol blithely abroad on the wing, 
The praise of their Maker rejoicing to sing ; 
O, rise, — unto God your thanksgiving to pay 
For the gladdening light of this beautiful day. 



ProT'idenec* 



Short-sighted beings, like ourselves, are extremely 
apt to regard not so much the intrinsic character of the 
blessings which we receive, as the manner of their 
bestowraent. If every providential gift involved a mir- 
acle, we could hardly help, nay, it would be impossible 
to avoid recognizing the hand of God. If instead of 
fields of glittering dew, we awoke and found, strewed 
around us, drops of manna, '' about the size of a cori'an- 
der seed, and about as sweet as honey," if our bread 
rained down instead of our water, we should think we 
espied a paternal hand, sure enough, regardful of our 
wants, and ministering to them. Our fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness, said the Jews, in proof that 
God wrought a miracle by the hand of Moses. The 
proof was conclusive. But what is the difference 
between a drop of manna and a drop of water? We 
despise these little blessings, — these little dewdrops and 
raindrops. We are disposed to asjj, though with a 
spirit different from that which might dictate the inquiry, 
*' Hath the rain a father, or who hath begotten the drops 
of dew?" It is not necessary to account for them, they 
are so small and so common. They are made some 
where in the firmament, and drop from the sky. So did 
the manna drop down. The amount of it is, that every 
thing drops from the sky, if we but knew it. The spring 
which bubbles up was once floating invisible in the 
expanse above, or, contracted by some chilling breeze, 
reflected the light, and became a feather in the sky. 
Others flocked around it and fleeced around it till the 
mingled mass became a giant stack of clouds. Obedient 
to the gentlest zephyrs, the west winds waft it, bathed 
in sunlight, and instinct with electric fire, till just above 
some thirsty field the skies relent, the cloud melts up 
in sympathizing drops, the clear shining is renewed, 
and the earth is -green again. 
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Suppose we should philosophize a little, and enter 
into the chemistry of this wonderful circulation. What 
steps did the water take to mount so high? That crest 
which floats so proudly on the brow of yonder cloud 
clung to an iceberg once, or moved in wild eddies at 
the beck of wintry winds, or lay buried in a snowbank 
in Labrador, perhaps. Whence this curious change, 
and this translation, not less strange, of place ? Why, a 
ray of light, which, for aught I know, had glanced upon 
a thousand worlds, — been drunk in, it may be, by the 
Tuscan artist's eye, or illumined a Newton's ken, — 
commissioned on a humbler errand now, lights on that 
cold cake of ice, or insinuates itself into the bosom of 
that snowy bank, holding in its folds another ray, which 
has power to melt the icy fetter, and liberate the im- 
prisoned drop. But still its freedom is not perfect. It 
can flow in liquid currents, and move within certain 
limits. Now for the power to rise aloft. If ever it 
does its office in fields of dew or falling rain, it must 
escape, by some means, from that ever downward force 
which, while it permits it to run in brooks and floods, or 
roll in waves, does by no means allow it to rise one inch 
above the surface. Whence the buoyant power? How 
shall this feeble drop escape from the jurisdiction of that 
great law which claims each material atom as its sub- 
ject? Only one mode can possibly be devised. Mes- 
sengers must be despatched, as numerous as the soldiers 
in Xerxes's army, from a station ninety millions of miles 
distant. All those trackless, intervening wilds they 
must range over, and come to that little drop, with a 
commission from the king of day, — for what? ^ot to 
infringe upon that law which holds the drop a prisoner, 
-^for no natural law will ever be infringed on, while the 
Deity holds the elements together, — but to procure it 
leave to range, under the general protection of that 
law; to purchase for it, if I may so speak, a running 
furlough to discharge a particular office at a distance. 
And what is that office? Why, to stand over your 
father's cornfield, and to drop down there and make 
bread. Do you not see that bread rains down from 
heaven? Perhaps yqu did not know that that drop cost 
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SO much, — ^that a million messengers had to be despatch- 
ed through expansum to obtain for it leave to water 
your mouth, or make the grass and grain grow. These 
drops that you thought so little of are not to be treated 
lightly. Be careful, young friend, how you dash along 
among that blowing clover,- nodding with dew, as 
though these little diamonds might be trampled on. 
Why, each one of them cost more than any pearl in the 
orient, and is worth more, if you could obtain but one. 
Who does not see that fruits and flowers, which please 
the palate and charm the eye, and grain and grapes, 
furnishing substantial aliment for man and the inferior 
animal tribes, are all reared and nurtured at immense 
expense, fostered by a care far reaching and provident, 
contriving numberless expedients, and making them all 
to bear on man's physical well-being? ''Moses gave 
you not that bread from heaven." A man less meek 
than he might have owned that. David expresses the 
truth beautifully in the 104th Psalm, — " These wait all 
upon thee; that thou mayst give them their meat in due 
season. That thou givest them they gather: thou open- 
est thine hand, they are filled with good. Thou hidest 
thy face, they are troubled; thou takest away their 
breath, they die, and return to their dust. Thou send- 
est forth thy spirit, they are created ; and thou renewest 
the face of the earth." Read over the whole of this 
Psalm, and see how much of a philosopher the sweet 
singer of Israel was, with all his poetry and taste. We 
wish you to acquire the habit, young friends, as you 
look out on this fair earth, as you walk beneath flying 
cloudf, and feel the sunshine and the zephyr, when 
raindrops are falling, and in the evening when the dew 
distils, when blossoms ripen into fruit, when harvests 
nod, — of feeling, as these bright scenes pass by you on 
the wings of fleeting time, that this is God, — the opera- 
tion of the Most High. 

•* These, as they change, ar§ but the varied God. 
The rolling year is fail of thee.'* 

A. H. 



jTfec recipes for making a godd child. 
Exodus 20 : 12.^Proverbs 1 : 8, 9.— Ephesjans 6 : 1—3. 
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The Clirtotlan SaTblbatli Scliolars. 

The influence of young Christians upon one another 
is perhaps of a more decided character than that exerted 
under almost any other circumstances. It is directly 
good or directly bad. While they are fitted, if they 
will, to help each other in their heavenward course, — if 
they do not do this, they inevitably serve to weaken the 
growth of piety, and lead to the formation of feeble and 
inefficient character. 

Emily and Maria were members of the same Sabbath 
school. At the ages of fifteen and seventeen, they 
became, as was hoped, interested in the salvation of 
Christ. There was no particular interest, at that time, 
in the church and society with which they were connect- 
ed, and their individual feelings were the absocbing 
theme of their thoughts. They were constant at meet- 
ings, attentive to instructions, and seemed hungering 
and thirsting for the bread and water of life. At this 
promising period, they were introduced to one another, 
by one who knew the rich benefits of Christian inter- 
course, and thought acquaintance under such circum- 
stances might tend to elicit such intercourse, and 
advance the growth of grace in their hearts. Their 
acquaintance soon became friendship, — friendship ripen- 
ed into intimacy, — they became bosom companions. 
Eagerly and tenderly were they watched by those who 
anxiously longed and hoped that they might grow up to 
be perfect ones in Christ Jesus. Thus they went on for 
a little season, until it was apprehended by some of 
these watchers in Israel that their religious interest was 
declining. The solemn appearance which they had 
worn in the house of God was exchanged for an air of 
comparative listlessness. At the social prayer meeting 
they entered with less zest than formerly into the exer- 
cises of prayer and praise; and when the hour had 
passed, they were not unfrequcntly seen bending their 
steps on some excursion of pleasure. What was the 
cause of this sad alteration? Was it the efiect of that 
acquaintance from which good only had been expected? 
It was even so. Had their communion with one anoth- 

voL. VI f. 23* 
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er been what it should have been, their interest would 
probably have been increased rather than diminished; 
but they had pursued a wrong course, and blind to the 
change which was working within them, they went on 
in the same path. 

The chief cause of this unhappy influence was, their 
unmlHngness to express their (non feelings, and to converse 
freely of serious things. Emily had never enjoyed the 
benefit of religious conversation, for none of her friends 
were Christians; and, therefore, habit could not in her, 
as it oflen will, counteract natural feeling. But she was 
the elder of the two, and Maria looked and waited for 
her to speak first. She, it is true, was blessed with 
pious friends and pious instructions at home; but she 
was very diffident, — easily influenced,-^ever ready to 
be led, but never leading. She could not, of course, as 
she thought, introduce serious subjects. They did, 
indeed, at first, speak of meetings and duties, but there 
was no freedom felt, — it was all awkward and constrain- 
ed, — very soon their hours of intercourse were filled 
with idle chat. They exchanged notes, — -but writing on 
themes on which our lips are sealed will not convey all 
the benefits of Christian intercourse. They still loved 
each other fondly, and sought every opportunity to be 
together. Their conversation was altogether on worldly 
topics; and would not, must not such converse have an 
influence upon their feelings? And as their interest 
was damped, — ^the ardor of their first love thus chilled, 
— must not their appearance, their lives, undergo the 
same unhappy change ? It could not be otherwise. 

The friends of both warned and affectionately entreat- 
ed; but they saw not the poison which was working 
death in them, and the kind admonitions were unheeded; 
and it was not till the ardor of their attachment was 
cooled by separation, and the providence of God had 
mercifully placed them both under other and more 
decidedly Christian influence,' that the character of 
their piety resumed its vigor and interest. 

My young friends, beware of close intimacy with any, 

even with a fellow-Christian, unless you will cultivate a 

freedom in religious conversation. Spend your hours of 
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intercourse in talking over your trials and fears, your 
encouragements and hopes, and then and then only will 
yon find that friendship lends its aid in strengthening 
the godly character, in elevating your joys, increasing 
your feith, and helping you forward in your strife for 
Christian perfection. Amy. 



S^Mex South Sal>bat]i Scliool Society. 

Gloucester (Sandy Bay) Sabbath school, under the superinten. 
dence of Dea. L. Gott, Dumbers 42 teachers, and 332 scholars, average 
attendance, 245; over 18 years of age, 40 ; volumes in the library, 300. 
Two teachers and 19 scholars have become pious during the year. 
Some interesting particulars respecting the state of this school, during 
the winter and spring, were published in the April No. of the Visiter. 

Howard SL Sabbath School, Salem. — ^Tbis school, superintended 
by Mr. S. Driver, Jr., embraces 20 teachers, 160 scholars, of whom 
abont 26 are over eighteen; the average attendance is about 90. One 
teacher and five scholars have been hopefully converted the past year. 
Number of volumes, 200. 

JUVENILE MTT8IC. 

We think, — says the superintendent, — a good library 
will do much to promote the interest of a Sabbath school; 
but to form the school into a juvenile singing choir, and 
teach them to sing the praise of God, will do more, very 
much more. This measure we have long tried with 
much success, and can testify to its benefits. Many a 
little heart has been touched by the thrilling tones of 
music. The sweet sentiment of juvenile hymns, when 
sung, cannot fall unheeded upon the infant ear. 

DEATHS. 

Two of our female teachers have been removed by 
death, during the last year. Both of them were follow- 
ers of the Lamb. One was deprived of reason in her last 
moments, so that she could not corroborate the testimo- 
ny she had given in health of her love to Jesus; but we 
doubt not she was removed to a better world. The other 
gave pleasing evidence of her preparation for heaven, 
and was enabled, to the very last, to express her entire 
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confidence in her Saviour. While standing by her bed- 
side, she s|iid to me, ''I think much of the passage, 
' What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee;' and this 
gives me great comfort. Praj," she said, '*not that I 
may recover, but that I may patiently abide the Lord's 
will, — that my will may be swallowed up in bis will." 
She was a faithful teacher, and we doubt not she is now 
receiving the reward of her fidelity. 

We have been called, within a few weeks, to mourn 
the loss of a lovely little girl of ten years of age, who 
also gave the most uneqMivocal proof of early piety. 
Her countenance bore a sweet impress of sincerity, and 
was but the index of a heart full of love to Jesus. To 
obey her parents, and to make them and others happy, 
was her delight. For a long time she had expressed 
her love to Jesus, and her fixed determination to serve 
him, and had been in the habit regularly of holding 
communion with God in secret. Her parents had the 
greatest confidence in her piety. She was a beautiful 
singer; and she bore a prominent part in this exercise 
in the Sabbath school, and in prayer and other meetings. 

She was taken sick on or about the 4th of July, and 
died in about six days. In the commencement of her 
disease, she said to her sister, *' O, I am very sick, — 
do you think I was ever so sick before? But there, I 
deserve it all." For a long time she had felt and ex- 
pressed a consciousness of indwelling sin, and also her 
need of the blood of atonement, and that in Jesus was 
all her hope. Such was the nature of her disorder, that 
she enjoyed but a very few lucid moments during her 
illness, and in those her mind seemed fixed on Jesus. 



Ane«dote. 



A young man was once led by his companions to a 
scene of dissipation, where they indulged in festivity 
and sin. In the midst of their enjoyment, the clock 
struck one. The following passage, from ** Young's 
Night Thoughts," rushed on the young man's mind: 

** The bell strikes one. We take no note of time 
But from its loss. To give it then a tongoe 



; 
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Is wise in man. • As if an angel spfoke, 

I feel the solemn soand; tf heard aright. 

It is the knell of my departed hoars. 

Where are they ? With the years beyond the flood. 

It is the signal that demands despatch. 

How much is to be done ? My hope and fears 

Start' up alarmed, and o'er life's narrow verge 

Look down — on what i ' A fathomless abyss, 

A dread eternity." 

The effect of the recollection of this passage was 
solemn and powerful. He could no longer enjoy the 
scene around him. He quickly retired, but his soul 
continued to be troubled; nor did he find rest till he 
had chosen the Saviour for his portion. Reader, when 
you hear the clock tell the departure of another hour, 
will you ask yourself what report it bore to heaven? 
and how many more hours you are likely to have, to 
waste, perhaps, in sin? A. 



Relil^ons Bduoation of Children* 

The Pastoral Letter to the churches, — read at the General Associa- 
tion of New Hampshire, at their meeting in Lyme, last August, — con- 
tains the foTlowiog important remarks: 

Be solicitous, we affectionately entreat you, to train up your 
ckildrenfor God, In this important matter, trust not at ail to 
the Sabbath school. While you avail yourself of its impoi*tant 
aid, remember it does not exempt you from the duty of talking 
to your children on the religion of Christ, when you sit in the 
house, or walk by the way. Beware of placing them in irre- 
ligious families, or exposing them to bad influences, for the 
sake of good wages, or any worldly advantage whatever. Be 
more anxious to see them wise, huml>le and pious, than rich, 
fashionable or accomplished ; and then they w'lW be likely to 
estimate religion as they see you estimate it Make them 
familiar with that excellent summary of doctrine, the West- 
minster Shorter Catechism. Our pious fathers and mothers 
made great use of it, in transmitting the religion of the gospel 
to their posterity ; and should not we restore it to the standing 
it held in the preceding generation ? How to revive the 
thorough study of the Catechism, is a question we commend 
to the consideration of every church. Leave not your children 
half taught, but have them thoroughly instructed in it. In 
vain will ministers preach to them in the sanctuary, if you do 
not catechize and teach them at home. 
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rAMILT OOTBKKllXirT. 



On the great subject of family government, we feel more 
than we can express. Many children of the church are not 
jiroperly restrained, — no wonder if in this case they make 
themselves vile. There is in this day a sad declension of 
family discipline. Highly as we think of Maternal Associa- 
tions, and warmly as we commend them to the mothers in our 
Israel, yet we believe that the mother who manages her chil- 
dren by merely flattering, or inducing them by rewards to do 
what they ought, instead of constraining them by the mild 
exercise of authority, is preparing many a heart-ache for the 
future. If the will of the child be not seasonably broken and 
subdued, the bad passions of depraved nature will, in spite of 
other efforts, develop themselves rapidly. The child who has 
never learnt the lesson of obedience to parents whom be- has 
seen, — how can he be expected to obey God, whom he has 
not seen ? 



HVFJLNT BAPTISM. 



We fear there is, in some of our churches, a growing neglect 
of Infant Dedication in Baptism ; and that oflen where not 
omitted it is unjustifiably delayed. While we would treat 
with great tenderness those who are conscientiously scrupu- 
lous on this point; yet where the duty is admitted^ on the part 
of the parents, a neglect, or careless delay of compliance, Is 
such a breach of covenant as calls for friendly admonition, 
and, in some cases, decided rebuke. 



Tl>e liOSt CKUd. 



gweet as the breath of vernal morn, 

And bright as the opening day^ 
Upon a rugged rock, — alone, — 

A smiling infant lay. 

I stood with wonder and delight. 

To see the urchin play ; 
He pulled the weeds, and plucked the flowers, 

Then threw the stems away. 

The humming-birds came buzzing round, 

And bumblebees so gay,^ — 
He raised his eyes and little hand, 

And seemed " Come hero '* to say. 
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But soon the tender mother came, 

In tears and sad affright ; 
And said she had not seen her boy 

Since seven o'clock last night 

He heard her voice, and screamed aloud ; 

She echoed to the sound. 
And said, — " O God, I thank thy name ! 

My little one is found ! " 

Thus parents feel, when they can see 

A darling child repent ; 
And whisper to its aching heart, — 

"A Saviour has been sent ! " A. B. 



gablbatli Scliools In Ifeir Han&psI&Ire. 

Extract from the narrative of the atate of religion, read at the meet- 
ing of the General Asaociation of New Hampshire, held at Lyme in 
August last. 

The Sabbath schools are represented as more numerously 
attended than at any former period, and in general as in a 
very flourishing condition. In this fact we find a ground of 
encouragement and hope. These Sabbath schools will not bo 
without results that shall make glad the city of God. All the 
principles on which God is revealed as administering his 
grace, and all the analogy of his providence justify the assured 
expectation, that children upon whom so much care is bestow- 
ed in the inculcation and enforcement of religious truth, — of 
tlie Bible, the very words which the Holy Ghost haa taught, — 
will, most of them, be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
And not only so, but that they will be converted early, and to 
a higher standard than ours, of holy living, — even the Bible 
standard. Converted early, and forming their religious char- 
acter at that period of life when it is natural to form and con- 
firm the character, may we not hope to witness in these, now 
the members of our Sabbath schools, a generation of Chris- 
tians, not like their fathers, but '^a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works," and to whom God shall award the high privilege 
of carrying salvation to the nations? 

And in view of what is reported of our Sabbath schools, may 
we not say, although sinners are not this year converted in the 
usual numbers, God has not forsaken us? He is performing, 
in the midst of us, a work which, viewed in its connections, is 
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' not less glorious than the conversion of sinners. He is pre- 
paring the way, — is doing a part of that which, in his own 
time, shall result in conversions, thorough conversions, and to 
be followed by a life of distinguished usefulness. 



The Missouri BAterprise. 

The following article, from the pen of a warDf)4iearted Sabbath 
school clergyman, in a remote section of oar State, we copy from the 
Boston Recorder. 

The Missouri Sunday School Union have requested the aid 
of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, in carrying on 
their operations. The Massachusetts Sabbath School Society 
have granted a kind response to the appeal, and in July, at a 
special meeting, it was voted ** that the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Society will furnish pecuniary aid to the Missouri Sun- 
day School Union, as the means shall be obtained, and that 
the Corresponding Secretary be authorized to invite funds for 
tiiis object." We rejoice in seeing an elder sister of this 
republic looking kindly on the wants of a younger and feebler 
member of the same great family. We rejoice in seeing 
Massachusetts stretch her hands over half a continent, to pour 
the means of spiritual blessings upon Missouri. And we 
especially rejoice that this enterprise of fraternal love is to be 
laid before the children and youth of our Commonwealth- 
Let them be enlisted in it. It will enlarge their hearts. It 
will cherish a noble spirit of Christian patriotism. It will 
make them love their country. It will interest them especially 
in its moral welfare. Such movements as these by the older 
Atlantic States, in behalf of the rising ones of the West, must 
operate happily in cementing the hearts of men. One State 
thus aided by another, in relation to her most important in- 
terests, cannot but feel a lively sense of obligation to the ben- 
efactor. And the benefactor cannot but have its own kind 
feelings augmented by their exercise, and especially in wit- 
nessing the happy results of its benelScence. And we add, it 
cannot be that Massachusetts shall thus aid .Missouri in Sab- 
bath school measures, and not pour out abundant prayer, that 
that region of the setting sun shall be filled with the knowledge 
and glory of the Lord. The ancient republics looked over 
each others' boundaries to see where was the best point of 
attack, — where they could most successfully strike a fatal blow. 
Let us look over these boundaries to see where and how we 
can best promote the temporal and eternal- good of men. 

A faithful man, a Sabbath school missionary, will spend the 
coming year in this cause in Missouri. Let our Sabbath 
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sehools sustain him ; and the State Depository at St Louis ; 
and by such measures make the risiog generation of that 
young empire our debtors ; and by the grace of God they will 
aiake a noble acknowledgment Of the kindness. By the atten- 
tion of pastors and Superintendents to this matter, the need- 
ful funds can be raised without the expenditure of a penny in 
agencies. The Sabbath School Visiter will carefully acknowl- 
edge all contributions to this object, from whatever quarter 
they may come, and we hope to see them abundant 



Ghrljitnuui Dajt. 



A large number of people, in Christian lands, look 
upon Christmtta as the day on which Jesus Christ was 
born, and observe it by dressing up the meeting-house 
in evergreens, and putting sprigs of pine and fir in their 
windows, and feasting and dancing, and all manner of 
frolics and sports. But our pilgrim fathers did not do 
so, nor do we, their children in the Congregational 
church, which Christ founded, and they perpetuated. 
But why? One reason is, — and it would be enough, if 
there were no other, — ^that nobody knows exactly when 
Jesus Christ was born. Even the year is not certainly 
known. Now, though we date every thing from the 
year of our Lord, and call this year 1839, that is, eight- 
een hundred and thirty-nine years from the birth of 
Christ, yet no one knows surely whether it is not three 
or four years more or less; and this year is chosen, not 
as the right one, but the nearest which people could get 
to it. Besides, the month on which Christ was born is 
not known. Some persons suppose it was January, 
some February, others March, and others December. 
And if the year and month were known, no one could 
tell on what day of the month it occurred. The Eastern 
church, that is, the Greek church, observed the 6th of 
January, while the Latin church, who obey the pope, 
observed the 25th of December. The particular reason 
why this day was selected seems to have been, that the 
heathen, among whom the Christians lived, observed it 
as the birthday of the sun; and the Christians then 
living, four or fiVe hundred years after Christ, thought 
it would be well to observe it as the birthday. of Chnst; 

VOL. VII. 24 
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and 80, gradually, a heathenish superstition was changed 
into a Christian festival, by the weakness and folly of 
blinded Christians. I do not mean that they were true 
Christians, but only that they were so called, because 
born in a Christian land. 

Another reason why we do not observe it is, that God 
has not commanded it, and men have. Now if men, 
who call themselves popes, and cardinals, and bishops, 
and priests can make a day holy, and oblige men to 
observe it as holy, they may make as many days holy as 
they please. And they did so, and filled the almanac 
with all sorts of saints' days and festivals; and so made 
the people superstitious and idle. But God has no 
where given them any such authority, and we will not 
observe the day they have selected, because it would be 
saying that God has given them a right to do so, and he 
never has. 

Besides, Christ has appointed one day to be observed, 
and a sacred festival to be kept in remembrance of him. 
We do not need but one. He has not selected his 
birth, but his death, and he instituted the sacrament of 
the Supper, with the broken bread, and the wine, the 
emblems of his body broken and his blood shed for sin, 
to be observed in remembrance of his death on the cross 
for our souls. Now we do not need a festival which 
man has appointed in which to honor Christ, for Christ 
has appointed one himself 

Besides, how improper is the way in which people 
observe the day they select as Christmas! They eat 
and drink, and feast sumptuously, and some are drunk- 
en, — and all in remembrance of Christ! They should 
recollect that if Christ be not born in their souls, it will 
be a sad thing for them that he was ever born at all. It 
would have been better for them to have lived and died 
without any Saviour provided at all, than to have had 
Christ offered to them and reject him, and observe only 
his birth by riot and sin. r. w. m. 



Said a Christian of more than threescore years, " I have received 
as moch, and, I can almost say, more benefit from the Sabbath school 
the few years I have attended, than from the preaching of the gospeU*' 
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Forffcttlnflf God In Healtb. 

Tbe very common bId, among all ages, of forgetting God in 
times of health and prosperity, is forcibly illustrated by the 
following incident 

A little girl was telling her aunt about her father, who had 
just returned from Havana, where he had been dangerously 
sick. "Aunt," said she, "I used to pray for father every day, 
when he was sick at Havana, that God would take care of 
him, and make him well." 

" Well," said her aunt, "do you not pray for him now he 
has got home, and is well ?" 

" O, no," said the little girl, ^for he can take care of fumself 
now!" 

But does not this little girl know that her father just as much 
needs the care of God to continue his health when at home, as 
he did to restore it when at Havana ? He cannot take care of 
himself. Should God withdraw his kind, protecting care from 
him an instant, or from any of us, we should cease to breathe 
— we should die. Perhaps the rose of health is now blooming 
on that little girl's cheeks ; but should God leave her a mo- 
ment to take care of herself, that rose would instantly fade 
away, and she would be pale in death. No infant child so 
much needs the mother's watchful care, as we all do the con- 
stant care of God. When in danger or sickness, we may — we 
ought to pray, as that little girl did, that God would take care 
of us, and restore us to health, and deliver us from danger; 
but when health is restored, and danger is past, we should not 
be so ungrateful, so wicked, as to forget him. O, no. Our 
hearts should then overflow with thanksgivings for his good- 
ness, and ascend in earnest supplications for the continuance 
of his mercy and his loving-kindness unto us. 



SablMiih Sol&ooli In SouCh Middlesex Conference. 

The Sabbath schools connected with the 14 churches of the 
South Middlesex Conference embrace 2,200 members. The 
members of the churches are very generally connected with the 
Sabbath school ; and Christians in that Conference are regard- 
ing this institution more and more as one of very great im- 
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portance in connection with the conversion of sinners. They 
have almost come to the conclusion that they can hardly ex- 
pect a person to be converted out of the Sabbath school. Not 
one in that Conference, out of the Sabbath school, is known 
to have been converted the past year ! If individuals will 
neglect this institution, they must expect that the Spirit of 
God will pass them by. 



Pcpperell SablMiUi Scl&ool* 

The Evangelical Sabbath School Society of Pepperell held 
its first annual meeting on Friday, Nov. 1, 1839. The report 
was read by the secretary, Mr. Danid S. Blood* Efforts were 
made to establish a Sabbath school in P. as early as 1817 or 
'18 ; but it was not effected till the summer of U9, when two 
classes, of 15 or 20 scholars each, were formed, under the 
direction of two ladies, and continued during the summer and 
autumn. The foundation of the present school was laid in 
'SS. In ^25 or '26, the lessons which before had been selected 
indiscriminately by the teachers and scholars, and were of any 
length, were selected by the superintendent, and limited to 20 
verses. The school was first continued through the winter in 
'27 ; and in that year numbered 238 scholars and 45 teachers* 
The monthly concert was observed first in '30, and the Union 
Questions were introduced in '31. During the winter of '31 
and '32, the school was blessed with a revival. The school 
continued to increase from '33 to '37, when it numbered about 
400. The number the past year has been 425 ;JS/leen have 
been converted,-*-six have died. Between 35 and 40 dollars 
have been contributed for benevolent objects. 

The introduction of Newconib's Questions, in the summer 
of '36, the report says, ^ may be considered the commencement 
of a new era in the history of the school. The book possesses 
decided advantages over any which had hitherto been used in 
the school." 

The library contains, at the present time, about 500 vols. 
** The books which are published at the present day for Sab- 
bath schools," says the report, <* especially those of the Massa- 
hcusetts Sabbath School Society, are of a truly elevated char- 



1680.] SABBA.VR B'OHO^aii TI8ITBB. 961' 

acter. In neatness of execution, in purity and excellence of 
style, in beauty of composition, some of these publications 
stand unrivaled." 

After tbe report was presented, an address was made by 
the corresponding secretary of the Mass. S. S. Society. The 
interest of the occasion was very much increased by the per- 
formances of a large and well trained JweniUt Choir. 



Tbe Closing Year. 

With the present month, closes another year of our proba- 
tion. How soon it has fled away ! How soon it will return 
again, to be reviewed at the judgment! And how diflerently 
shall we there make the retrospect from what we do now ! 
With what untold interest shall we then contemplate all we 
have done, or neglected to do, the past year, for God, and fbr 
our own and the salvation of our fellow-men ! All our fidelity, 
as parents and teachers, in our work of training the young fbr 
heaven, every word of instruction communicated, every 
prayer, every tear, every sigh, every anxious thought respectr 
ing their salvation ; and all our unfaithfulness in this work, — 
in instruction, in. prayers, in solicitude, and in example, — all. 
tbis has been minutely recorded, and must be reviewed apiid 
the blazing light and awful scenes of the j,udg(9ent. Parent^, 
and teachers ! oan we endure that review ? 

All jfour conduct, too, dear children and. youth, your obedi- 
eoee or disobedience to your parents, your kindness on iior 
kindness to one another, and to your teachers, your love «e 
neglect of the Sabbath school, the Bible, prayer, and the Sa*- 
viour, — all your conduct the year that is now closing, has been 
carefully written down in God's great book of remembrance, 
and will be read over to you at that dreadful day. O, children 
and youth, can you bear to hear the Saviour read over this 
chapter of your life ! 

If any of us tremble at the thought of meeting this year at, 
the judgment, let us earnestly employ the few days that yet 
remain, in redeeming the time, in repentance for all that, b^f 
been wrong, and in preparations to meet those scenes^ in 
peace. 



beallBg tlM Blind. 




Wbao (be S&Tiont wru in the vrorld, a great many sick people came 
to him, Bod he cued them. Here ara wme blind people, — and one ii 
a poor blind cbild, — wbo have come to aak the bind Savionr to heal 
their tjm, and pve them light again. Wilt the SaTionr heal them '■ 
O, jea; he ii a tender-hearted SaTioar. He cut* nono awa; who 
eome onto him. He invitai all to come and tell him their ■orrows and 
their paiaa, and he will remove them. But how did the Savionr cure 
the blind f He oal; touched their ejei, and said, "Receive thy 
right." 0> what a powerfal Being, wbo can cars the blind with hii 
word! Jn*l aa God aud, "b the beginning," "Let there be light, 
and there waa light," so the Savioar spake, and light came into the 
darhened ejea of the blind. 

Sin blinds the eyes of the mind and heart. Has uot ain blinded 
yonr eyeai O, tbeo, go to tbe dear Redeemer, lor he came into Ibe 
world "to pve right to the bliod," and he will aaj, " Receive thy 
Bght." Then will the light abioe bto yonr minds, aod yonr hearti 
will be tiled with the joy of bis love. 

It is the opinion of not a few, — and they have acted according to 
thai opinion, — that there can hudly be « mare appropriate or interest- 
ing new year's present, for the members of a SaUulh school class, or 
for any child or familj of children, iarfifly etnl>, than the Sabbath 
BcBooi. ViBiTEN. This present baa an advantage over the present 
of a book, — it is repeated svery month in Ibe year. A book is ad- 
mired, and perhaps attentively and proStably read; bet soon it becomee 
old, and is laid aaide. Not so with this lltite periodical. It makes a 
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new visit every month; and it brings new attractions for the yonthfal 
reader. Parents might malie this new year's present to their children; 
many teachers might do the same to each of their scholars; and per- 
haps the scholars would like to nnite and present a copy to their teach- 
ers; and many of the friends of Sabbath schools might, for a small sum, 
cause smiling faces and joyous hearts, every month, among the chU- 
dren in many families of the poor. 



Tbe Tlsiter tor 1840. 



This number closes the present volnme of the Visiter, and we would 
remind agents and subscribers of onr rfile, viz.: ** To send the Visiter 
to no one, excepting agents who become responsible, and those who 
are entitled to the work grataitoasly, unleu paid for in advance.'* 

The present month b the time for old snbscriptk>ns to be renewed, 
and for new ones to be procured; and we would respectfully invite the 
assistance of all the friends of the Society, in extending the circulation 
of this little work for the coming year. 

3CP If PASTORS could speak of it publicly, some Sabbath the 
present month, and request subscriptions to be left with an agent, or 
with the superintendent, or with themselves, they would do an impor- 
tant service for the Society. Superintendents, teachers and scholars 
can also aid in this work. 



Jfotiees ot New Pablieations bjr ike Sooietjr. 

Nbwcomb's IirrANT School CIuxstion Book : A system of 
oral instruction, adapted to draw out the minds of very small chil- 
dren, and impart a knowledge of the simple truths of the gospel, in 
a manner calculated, by the divine blessmg, to affect their hearts; 
on a plan entirely new, affording matter sufficient for the period of a 
child's continuance in the Infant Sabbath school. It is believed that 
this book will introduce a new era in the history of Infant Sabbath 
schools. Price 12i( cents. 

Nbwcomb's Teacher's Aid: A collection of anecdotes for the 
illustration of religious truth; designed to accompany the above; and 
also for the use of teachers generally. Price 38 cents. 

IifFANT Series, Part III, embracing twelve small books, done up 
in a package, for 12 cents. 
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Seel aaofher year is fonel 



See! a - noth - er yewr is iraae ! QnieU^ 




yewr is gooe ! QnieUy have the seasons 
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Some we now no longer see, 
Who their mortal race nave run ; 

Seemed as fair for life as we, 
When the former year beg^n. 



Some, but who God only knows — 
Who are here assembled now, 

Ere the present year shall close. 
To the stroke of death must bow. 
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Mercy hitherto has spared, 
But have mercies been improved ? 

Let us ask, ^ Am I prepared. 
Should I be this year removed ? ' 
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